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Kites fly high at Kishoreganj

Reviving the past glory of folk traditions
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the kite flying competition organ-
1sed by Kishoreganj Zila Parisad.

Among others, deputy commis-
sioner Sultan Ahmed; chief execu-
tive, Babu Bonamali Bhoumik of
Zila Parishad; police super,
Mizanur Rahman; principal Ashraf
Uddin of Kishoreganj Government
Women's College; Sadar Upazila
Nirbahi officer Shahanaz Dilruba
Khanam addressed the opening
ceremony. Dr. Abdul Hye was the
convener of the kite festival,

Prizes were distributed in two
categories- one for kite flying
competition while the other was
for fancy and striking design of
kites.

In the kite flying competition
Siddiqur Rahman bagged the first
place, Abul Kalam second, ADC
(revenue) Tapan Chandra Banik
and Sajahan jointly came third. In
the other category, Selim 'Kabir
who Is member of Jatia Ghuri
Federation notched the first place
while, Fenu Mia and Haris Mia
came up second and third respec-
tively.

In the prize giving ceremony

Contestants gear up for the kite festival
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Thursday. The aim was to acquaint
the younger generation with what
was once an integral part of our
folk culture.

The opening ceremony was
followed by a function of folk songs
by lotal singers.
emphasised that due to urbanisa-
tion many traditions of rural Ben-
gal were fading away. Though
urbanisation may have helped us
materially, it has eroded our tran-
quility. Many speakers at the open-
ing ceremony, in fact, became
nostalgic when they went down
memory lane.

Over 50 participants, including
additional deputy commissioner

The speakers* |

variety of fancy kites which had a
mass appeal.

ADC (revenue) Tapan Chadra
Bonik, who came third in the kite
flying competition while defeating
seven contestants, said a stadium
is not suitable for flying kites. He
said to have real taste of flying kites
one has 1o go to open fields where
there is uninterrupted flow of wind
--which 1s only available in rural
Bengal.

Chief executive of Zila Parishad
Babu Bonomali Bhoumik said, to
revive the past glory of folk cultural
traditions, every year Kishoreganj
Zila Parishad will organise kite
festivals, bull-fights and other

Zahir Hossain Newton's acrylicwork
seen recently at Gallery Zoom at
Alliance Francaise deals with nature.
He brings in trees, leaves, grass, cacti
and birds. At imes he introduces the
face or figure of a woman 'onto the
paper. Apart from painting, Newton
does woodcarving too, and onto the
wood surface he introduces his
preoccupationwith nature.

"I simplify the images of nature
and try to give them a form of my
own, with thin carving leaves and
simplistic birds. The elements of
nature are sometimes seen upside
down to introduce a different angle
of the image I wish to focus on," says

and quaint women. His "Rh
and nature" stresses on the cadences
offlora, inhabited by fauna.

The colours are laid on flatand yet
theycreate a remarkable harmony of
leaves, branches, grass and brown
and red birds that are soon disap-
pearing from our environment,
speciallyin the ceimentjungles of the
city. The repeated application of the
fine green, brown and blue strokes
soothe the eye and the mind and
reaffirm the tranquillity and beauty
of leaves, grass and blossoms. The
cactus 1s included as the artst
believes it to be something rare and
beautful in our country, specially
the flowers.

this, and my teachers, such as Abdus
Shakoorand Mahmudul Haque, had
urged me (o continue with these
forms and images,” says Newton. As
a crafts student, with a Masters to his
credit from [FA, he was taught the

techniques sof 'water-colour and

acrvlic as a stident 7 Since the gal-
lery is a small one, Newton felt that
acrylic would be the best medium to
setoffhis works.

Asked which are his favourite
artists, Newton says thattheyareVan
Gogh from Europe, MF Hussain
from India, and Monirul Islam from
Bangladesh. So far Newton has
exhibitedinIndia, Chinaand Japan.

His profession is that of a

quality would have improved. | hope
to have another solo in October in
Khulna," he says. "I have a group of
my own called 'Space Visual Art,
with seven artists, and we have
exhibited at Bengal Gallery and New
Delhi recently with success, “says_
Newtorn.

When doing his work, Newton
first does a layout. After drawing, he
applies the colours. He has put
different colours for the birds, such
as pink, blue and orange, to suggest
their endless movements. The
human figures are sometimes blue
to suggest their tie with nature. Fine
texture work, resembling pencil
marks have beenintroduced to lend

Tapan Chandra Bonik, took part in eventsatthe town'sstadium Newton. He complements the “I had won a Berger award some  designer. "If I could give more time  variation and interest.
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