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Ex-AL MP

charge-sheeted

for hiding
wealth info

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) has submitted a charge sheet
against former lawmaker and
Jessore district Awami League
president Ali Reza Razu on charge
of amassing vast wealth illegally

and hiding information statement,

The investigation officer, ACC
Assistant Director Sayed Rasel
Ahmed submitted the charge sheet
to Jessore District and Sessions

Judge's Courton Tuesday.

Hearing date for framing charge
in the case has been fixed tomor-

row.

In his wealth statement submit-
ted to the ACC in July last year, Ali
Reza concealed wealth worth Tk 38
lakh 28 thousand two hundred,

ACC sources said.
25 hurt in JCD
clash at Sust

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

At least 25 people were injured as
rival factions of Jatiyatabadi

Chhatra Dal (JCD) clashed at
Shahjalal University of Science and

Technology (Sust) yesterday over

observance of the deathn anniver-
sary of BNP's founder late president
Ziaur Rahman.

Of them, 12 were admitted to
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital while the rest were
given first aid there. Of the injured,
condition of three was serious,
hospital sources said.

The clash took place in the after-
noon following exchange of words
between JCD activists of Shah
Poran Hall and Second Students'.

Both the factions used sticks,
cricket stamps and iron rods during
the clash.

Additional police were deployed
at the varsity gate after the clash.

MURDER OF LANDLESS WOMAN
Satkhira court
orders fresh

probe by CID

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A court in Satkhira yesterday
rejected the charge sheet of landless
woman Sabiran Bibi murder case in

Kaliganj upazila and sent the case to |

Criminal Investigation Department
(CID) for fresh investigation.

The court also asked CID to do |
the investigation by a police official |

not below the rank of assistant
police superintendent (ASP), court
sources said.

Judge Ashish Ranjan Das of the
District and Session judge’'s court
passed the order after hearing the
bail prayer of detained accused
Noba Sardar.

It is alleged that Noba Sardar of

Kashibati village in Kaligan] was
implicated in the case falsely by some
land grabbers to save themselves.

On February 27, 2005, over 300
miscreants led by some land grabbers
attacked landless people at

Bairagirchalk and Chingrikhali villages
in Kaligan) upazila, blasted bombs and
set fire to their houses, leaving 200
landless people including Sabiran Bibi

Reformist ex-BNP MP Ebadur
'‘excluded' from party activity
in Moulvibazar

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Two factions of Baralekha upazila
BNP in Moulvibazar held a meet-
ing together and decided to
exclude ‘reformist’ leader former
state minister Ebadur Rahman
Chaudhury from party activities in
the upazila,

At the meeting held at the
house of Uapzila BNP president
Mohibur Rahman Faruk on
Wednesday, leaders of two frac-
tions decided to work together,
forgetting differences, meeting
sources said.

Later talking to newsmen,
Faruk said he host the meeting
following instruction from BNP
secretary Khandoker Delwar
Hussain. As per a decision of the
meeting, the two factions of BNP
will observe the death anniversary
of party's founder Ziaur Rahman
together today.

He added that party leaders at
the meeting, in response to a
directive from central unit,
decided to exclude Ebadur

o
Ebadur Rahman Chaudhury

Rahman from party activities in
the upazila.

Abdul Hafiz, president of
another fraction of upazila BNPE
said, “We had some differences.
But now we are united”,

Talking tom this correspon-
dent, some BNP leaders loyal to
Ebadur Rahman however claimed
the division in the party will widen
in Baralekhaifheis excluded.

Contacted, Ebadur Rahman

claimed that most party leaders in
the area are loyal to him,

The division in Baralekha BNP
appeared after Saifur Rahman's
son Naser Rahman, Moulvibazar
district BNP president, formed a
party committee in Baralekha in
March 28, 2005 with Muhibur
Rahman Faruk and Anwarul Islam
as Its president and secretary
respectively.

Later BNP stalwart Abdul
Mannan Bhuyan constituted
another committee in the uapzila
with Abdul Hafiz and Fazlul Haque
as president and secretary, which
was known to be backed by
Ebadur Rahman. Since then, the
two committees had been con-
ducting party activities separately.

With Wednesday's meeting,
supporters of these two commit-
tees become united. All of them
have expressed their solidarity
with Begum Zia appointed BNP
Secretary General Khondoker
Delwar Hussain.

Satkhira lawyers
demand Hasina's
release

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A total of 139 lawyers of the district
judges’ court in Satkhira in a state-
mentyesterday demanded release of
Awami League (AL) chiel and former
priume minister Sheikh Hasina before
the government proposed dialogue.

The proposed dialogue without
Hasina will not be meaningful and
successful, theysaid,

They said she was detained in
false and baseless' cases and urged
the government to release her.

Signatories to the staterent indude
Satkhira Bar president Shah Alam, secre -
taryYunusAliand otherseniorlawyers.

SI held with
phensidyl

A CORRESPONDENT, Thakurhaon

Apolicesub-inspectorand another
person were arrested with
phensidyl at Baliadangi Bazar in
Baliadangi upazila in Thankiragon
district Thursday evening.

They are Rasel Mamud, Sub
Inspector of Atwari police station in
Panchagarh and Kazi Alauddin Swapan
of PallabiofMirpurareain Dhaka.

Officer-in-charge of Baliadangi
police station Zakh Hossain said,
acting on a tip-off, a police team
waylaid them at the Bazar. They
arrested the two with 4 bottles of
phensidylwhen they came there.

Grabbers turn Ichhamoti into
in Pabna town

Recovery move thwarted as occupiers have documents

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Ichhamoti River flowing through
Pabna town has narrowed down to
a canal as unscrupulous people
have grabbed over 60 acres out of
84-acre river areas in the town
during thelast several decades.
After takeover of the present
caretaker government in January
last year, the distnct administration
demolished several illegal struc-
tures beside the river and fresh
survey also started to recover the
river areas but the task seems tough
as many illegal occupiers have
alreadymade land documents.
Following a Tk 16-crore project

for dredgingthe river and decorat-

fatallyinjured. She diedatKhulnaSadar | g

HospitalonMarch 1, 2005.

Two days later, Sabiran Bibi's |
daughter Aleya Kahtun filed a case
with a magistrate court at Satkhira
accusing 29 people including
Mahabbat Mir, Shahidul Islam and

Mani Sardar.

ing the banks, Pabna Municipality
in December last year launched the
first phase dredging work but the
work was later stopped due to over-
silting in theriver.

“In December last year, we
started dredging in 2.85 km of
[chhamoti River at a cost of Tk 1.80
crore but the work had to be sus-
pended due to massive silting in
the river. Besides, dredging
machines are failing to operate in
many places of the river as there are
huge structures,” Md Tabibur
Rahman, executive engineer of
Pabna municipality, told this corre-
spondentover phone.

If the river is dredged following

the DS map, it Will get Hack the " 'completed tHerofficial land docu®
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original shape, he said.

According to the DS record,
there were over 84 acres of lands in
Ichhamoti River under the munici-
pality area but the present the RS
record shows that the existing river
in the municipality covers only 24
acres, official sources said, adding
that at least 60 acres of lands have
been grabbed during along period.

“Following the RS record, 284
illegal structures of the municipal-
ity area were detected earlier. A
drive was launched in last year,
demolishing 210 illegal structures.
But following the RS record, the
river areas could not be recovered
as most of the grabbers earlier
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PHOTO: STAR

A portion of the narrowed and silted Ichhamoti River flowing through Pabna town.

canal

ments with the help of corrupt
officials,” Pabna Sadar Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Md Abdul
Hakim told this correspondent
over phone.

“If we attempt to demolish all
the structures according to the DS
map, the grabbers will try to take
legal steps as most of them have
already completed preparing
official documents for the occu-
pied riverlands,” the UNO said.

“Survey work has started again
to detect the river lands according
to the DS record to recover the
grabbed lands. It is, however, a
lengthy process,” said Additional
Deputy Commissioner (Revenue)

Md SA AU rRahman, © Hheuivle

Contacted, officials of Pabna
settlement department said they
have already completed surveying
in 5 outof 10 mouzas of the river.

A committee has formed
including five government officials
from LGRD, Water Development
Board, Pabna District Board, Pabna
Deputy Commissioner's Officeand
Pabna municipality to monitor the
dredging work in the river.

Pabna District Board has also
taken initiative for setting up parks
on the riverbanks but the work is
slowed down for want of sufficient
lands along the riverside.

Pabna Water Development
Board has submitted a Tk 24 crore
plan for dredging 26 kilometres of
the river outside the municipality
area, said Pabna WDB Assistant
Director Md Mosharaf Hossain.
Originated from the Padma,
Ichhamoti River joins the Jamuna
in Hurasagar.

Linking Padma and Jamuna,
two major rivers of the country,
Ichhamoti once had a great influ-
ence upon the economy, agricul-
ture and the life of people of Pabna
district.

faery fawfe == 0d/3009-2000

GTHE1 AT SFua FETE Wewida “faew W zws 44 e covrie P g A s age” e genm

SGOTEATACT 09/2003-200k A I-4 (IR MY WsazdFs wfwa B4fafzs fmafdfo 2om/saenmm @ie a s

=% s faaz o AP e Eoa WA 39 TR |
|

i g
=t

fermararn Z19=ra faasd

(CosTn)

o, |91 R-3938, AW (TENG, AA1- (SHUNG, U1, (dd¢e/9
cTeEaeTe]) ua Sofafee «fe sy 28.0v 2 B o2
(4%8) == (Brick Foundation) @a2mma e @
WA =% | ez 4 fEE @ wwa =

DIt & .¢oof-

fafese 370
(TSI )

B . e

b13 ¢oo/-

SHAATACTS B
fadifa® g
ye faa

T4ETY TR |

8. |W1M M-3938, CAEI-CZVNG, AA- (TENG, 5131, (33¢/Y
cowgfaomel) 3 Bafafge «fs Tamm sex.83 o fidw o
(72) == (Brick Foundation) =@@nma @€ @
wfearzrta 4rfa Tfas frre =@ )

D[§ *3,000/-

= om i a——

ACIFT 2T |

3. | WM W-9¢ol, CIlEN- CTEMIG, 9Al- (TEMS, U3,
(san/2 cEergfasmel) gz Safafze 4fs 2o Soo.8vy
of faB1 oy (9%) =1 (RCC Foundation) @@t
@A (@ W W | Wz 4o e

(e}

D12 38.c00/-

DI ¢oo/-

Bl R00/- ye fas

2T8] @a 2 |

9. | WM W-oeo8, CAeN- CTEIG, UI- (TEIG, U1, (Su8
coupfaarel) gz T4fafze v.yo af b s fafese
a4t 43,02 o fabrr cifa «1¢ fBa ors fafse (One
storied pacca & semi pacca building) =A@t
(T4 (1 S4ZT WY | wSlaugrra vrda nfeey -

B12 8,200/

[ g 300/- se fo=

fefs-2049»

) "étadirre freme wada @fea a3 e, enad/eEre)/sad) @, AeET ST M4, UT |
) o wasa faara 4T =1fed 3 de/ou/00v 2R |
%) femn wavfe dTrE AR 1 T (Saue/a A o Sfu/efaapen/arit/ud), e arEee), wgRaTs ArarH) (41
aram /4wy feunsa), aon Jfame/aagas, faem 774, (serile e 428, Merse, v |

v) foma waom azrea B1fad 6 7ang fad-3u/0u/200l 443 53,00 Wf0F 718 |
5) fowrma wasta carra Sifad, o 6 gag Sifad-3u/ou/200y, AU 3500 WDF, FA-AEES ASIITH |

%) firms wamre/afefadia S#fefors (v @8 S4fys artam) et e (84 =), AUES &34, VIFMW (A1) LA |
¥) q@eH fAera AAATS] STl SPTeICa A oo (few) 5 e siemargdt @ars A |

&) ZIeBE (1 (FTA WEA AN FEAA 42 4 A(en FAA FAS) Aww I |

(€ BURUERAC L)
CouTaIIa
Arerdr Bipya wgers, v1a

MANJURUL IMAM MURDER

10 says outlaw Shahadat
gave vital info on

murder plan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, KHULNA

Outlaw Shahadat Hossain of
Janajuddha faction of outlawed
Purba Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP) has given very important
information about the murder of
veteran Awami League leader
advocate Manjurul Imam of
Khulna. :

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Md. Mahabubur Rahman allowed
10 of the case, Inspector Chittya
Rangan Pal of Detective Branch of
KMP, to interrogate outlaw
Shahadat at the jail gate.

He was placed on a three-day
remand onWednesday.

Extremist Shahadat is a sus-
pect in Khulna city AL president
advocate Manjurul Imam murder
case.

The IO declined to give details
for the sake of investigation.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
arrested Shadatat in October,
2003 from Agargoan area in the
capital and recovered arms,
ammunition and PBCP leaflets
from his possession.

Two separate cases were filed
against him in this connection
with the concerned police sta-

tion.

Shahadat who hails from
Khulna city was later shown
arrested in Manjurul Imam mur-
der case.

He was interrogated twice by
the previous 10 of the case,
Inspector Akram Hossain of DB.

Talking tom this correspon-
dent yesterday, the present 10
said he would be able to make a
breakthrough in investigation
into the murder as Shahadat gave
some important information
about the murder plan.

Manijurul Imamwaskilledin a
bomb attack on August 25, 2003
near his residence at Shamsur
Rahman Road under Khulna
Sadar thana.

His son Abdullah Harun Rumi
during deposition in the court of
Khulna speedy trial tribunal on
February 25 named four local
leaders of Awami League as plot-
ters of the murder ofhis father,

Rumi also named eight other
Khulna AL leaders who were
aware of the murder plan.

The sensational murder cre-
ated division in Khulna Awami
League and triggered protests.
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PHOTO STAR

Three minor girls making Bidi at Baradi village in Kushtia Sadar upazila as a large number of children are engaged in
the harmful work in around 17 factories in the district having around 14,000 hectares under tobacco cultivation.
There has been a declining trend in its cultivation due to increased awareness among farmers and pressing need for

food grains but children still remain the source of cheap labourin the factories.

PHULBARI COAL EXTRACTION
Open pit mining to affect food

security in Dinajpur

Oil, gas protection body leaders tell meetings
at Phulbari, Nilphamari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Leaders of National Oil, Gas,
Power, Mineral Resources and
Port Protection Committee said
here yesterday the food security
will be affected in the district if the
coal in Phulbari is extracted
through open pit mine method.
They said about 40 square mile
land in four upazilas in the district
willbe damaged in the process.
The committee leaders were

addressing a meeting titled, 'Peor

ple’'s Demand and Phulbari
Coalmine," held yesterday at
Rabeya Community Centre at
Phulbari where three persons
were killed during a carnage there
on August 26, 2006.

The meeting was presided by
committee convener Md Saiful
[slam Jewel.

The coalmine will bring
numerous sufferings to villagers,
they said.

They said the coal will be uti-
lized outside the country rather
than using for domestic purpose.

The meeting expressed dissat-
isfaction as the government is yet
to implement the 6-point demand
signed after Phulbari carnage on
August 30, 2006. They urged the
caretaker government to imple-
ment the demand.

They urged the people of the

four affected upazilas to thwart
any conspiracy of foreign inves-
tors in this regard.

Md. Saiful Islam Jewel, con-
vener of Phulbari Oil, Gas and
Mineral Resources and Port
Protection Committee told the
meeting that nation will decide to
utilize the underground resources
of the country and Phulbari peo-
ple will thwart any conspiracy
against them with the Phulbari
coal project, he added.

“The speakers gbserved thar a -

strong political will is needed to
resolve theissue.

In his address, Prof Anu
Mohammad, general secretary of
the committee said that the
underground asset belongs to
people who will decide their fate.

Among others, Prof Anu
Mohammad, Engineer Sheikh
Muhammad Shahidullah and
Haider Akbar Khan Rano of
Workers' Party, Zunayed Shaki,
Gano Sanghati Andolon, Prof
Samsul Alam (member), Tipur
Biswas of Gano Front and
Advocate Abdus Salam spoke.

Earlier, the committee leaders
held a press conference at 'Media
House' in Nilphamari on
Thursday, said our district corre-
spondent.

They said the countrymen
won't not allow any amendment

in proposed coal policy.

They said for coal extraction,
the principle of utilisng mineral
resources for betterment of peo-
ple, not for making profit, should
be followed. The coal also should
be extracted by national organisa-
tions, theysaid.

Chaired by Sreedam Das,
convener of the district unit of the
committee, the press conference
was addressed by Engineer Sheikh

luhammad Sahidullah, Prof Aou-
Mohammad an@ Ndor

Mohammad.

They said 'Asia Energy’ is
spreading corruption in order to
establish their 'devastating' plan
as adevelopment project.

Theysaid the expert committee
formed earlier termed the devel-
opment plan of ‘Asia Energy’ as
illegal and their project against the
national interest.

Prof Anu Mohammad alleged
‘Asia Energy’ is uying to divide
public opinion by making some
agents.

Phulbari bed reserves at least
572 million tonnes of coal. If
Bangladesh Government signs
any deal with a company then coal
extraction will last for 30 years
where about 50,000 people will be
relocated, according to officials of
Asia Energy.
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