Discussion and painting competition
on Zainul's death anniversary

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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A discussion on the life and works Zainul Abedin was
held at the hall room of Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin
Sangrahashala (artgallery) on May 28.

The discussion and a painting competition for
children marked the 32nd death anniversary ol
Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin.

Samar Chandra Pal, director general of National
Museum was the chief guest at the programme. Addi
tional Deputy Commissioner (Education) Zobayedur
Rahman chaired the event.

Among others, Principal of Teachers Training Col-
lege, Professor Delwara Begum; artist Amirul Islam
and poetYazdani Quraishi spoke at the discussion.

The speakers expressed the view that Zainul's birth
and death anniversaries should be observed at the
national level and the government should take neces-
sary steps as early as possible.

Speakers also addressed some paintings of Zainul
Abedin thatare under the possession of his wife. They said
that these paintings should be displayed at the art gallery.
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A young contestant receives his award from the
chief guest

guestdistributed prizes among 15 winners of a paining
competition held on the occasion. The painting com-
petition for children was held on May 23 at the art
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Life in Iran, etched with suspicion and humour

Exhibition of Ardeshir Mohassess' works at Asia Society and Museum

Decades before Marjane Satrapi drew the
first frame of her celebrated comic book
memoir Persepolis, the Iranian satirist
Ardeshir Mohassess, now 69, was making
black-and-white drawings whose blend of
humour and reportage made him a cult
figure for artists and intellectuals in his
country.

With rich allusions to Persian miniatures,
Western artists like Goya and episodes in
[ranian history, Mohassess has depicted life
in Iran before, during and after the Islamic
Revolution of 1979. The drawings have a
fanciful yet descriptive line quality, comi-
cally exaggerating facial expressions while
giving full weight to bullet holes and severed
limbs. Some of the meanings may be lost on
Western viewers, but the artist's deep suspi-
cion of religious and political authority
comes across clearly.

Now some 70 of Mohassess's works are on

view at the Asia Society and Museum in a
show, “Ardeshir Mohassess: Art and Satire in
[ran,” assembled by the artists Shirin Neshat
and Nicky Nodjoumi. The timing could
hardly be better, given Iran's high profile in
the American political debate during this
presidential election year.

Neshat and Nodjoumi, who were born in
Iran and now work in New York, first saw
Mohassess' drawings in Iranian newspapers
before the revolution. They say they felt the
need to reintroduce him toWestern viewers.

Neshat, whose films and photographs
explore women's place in Iranian society, is
particularly fond of Mohassess' drawings of
women. In an untitled work from 1978, a
rose grows out of a chador, the end of the
stem disappears into the opening where the
woman's face should be. A similarly arrest-
ing image, “Mother's Day” (about 1980),
features a thorny branch in place of the
flower. Both works suggest resistance to the
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