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End dialogue soon to hold
polls within timeframe

Dr Kamal urges gouvt

UNB, Dhaka

Gono Forum President Dr Kamal
Hossain yesterday said the govern-
ment's dialogue with political
parties should find a quick finale in
order to hold the national elections
within the declared imelrame

He called on the caretaker gov-
emnmment to complete the ongoing
trial of the corrupt as soon as possible
as per the law of the land as the previ-
ous governments had remained
inactive towards curbing corruption

“The election should not be
delayed and the dialogue process
has to be completed quickly to hold
the election in the specified me,”
said Dr Kamal, also an eminent
jurist, in reply to a question at an
opinion exchange meeting at his
Bailey Road residence.

Gono Forum organised the
meeting with teachers’ representa-

tives from the city's non-
governmentschools and collages.

Dr Kamal, one of the propo-
nents of massive socio-political
reforms in the interim period,
presided over the meeting,.

Describing the government's
ongoing dialogue with the political
parties as a democratic process, he
sald the dialogue should not be
disrupted, as the opinions of all
parties would be known to all
through the talks,

“If the process of dialogue is
disrupted, the objective of the
election can be disrupted,” he said
replying to aquestion.

Awami League and BNP have
taken an identical stance that they
wouldn't go to the dialogue or
election unless their detained party
chiefs and former premiers --
Sheikh Hasina and Begum Khaleda
Zia -- were set free to lead their
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for char dwellers

Experts tell govt at seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government should introduce
an array of job opportunities in
char areas in a bid to change the lot
of the char dwellers, speakers
suggested ata seminar yesterday.

They also urged the government
and development organisations to
introduce crop varieties that grow
well in char lands.

The Institute of Microfinance
organised the seminar titted The
Wretched of the Earth: A Look into
the Dimensions of Poverty iIn
Island and Chars of Northern
Bangladesh' at PKSF Auditorium in
the city.

Five to sixmillions of people live
in char areas, of which 77 percent
are extremely poor, the speakers
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many crop varieties which grow in
plenty in those areas. The persons
and oraganisations concerned
should take initiative for growing
the char-friendly varieties,” said Dr
Mahabub Hossain, an expert In
agriculture economics.

Contract farming is also needed
in collaboration with NGOs and
development organisations, which
will help the char farmers to ensure
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department of Development
Studies of Dhaka University, in
his keynote presentation at the
seminar.

He also said that in the char
areas 61 percent people suffer from
food insecurity occasionally while
31 percent people face food scar-
cityround the year.

respective sides.

Gono Forum president also said
meaningful changes in different
arenas through mopping up cor-
ruption, partisanship, terrorism
and use of black money would
come through a free and fair elec-
tion. “Our aim is to get a free and
fairelection held.”

Dr Kamal said the people would
choose their representatives to
determine their future through
election. “The eight crore voters
will choose the representatives to
determine the fates of the 15 crore
people of the country.”

He stressed the need for creat-
ing awareness among the people
about their rights and also
emphasised empowering them to
build a consensus on national
interests. “This initiative should be
taken to protect the greater interest
ofall.”
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Provide job opportunities

He urged the government to
formulate a separate Poverty
Reduction Strategic Paper (PRSP)
for the well-being of char people, as
the national PRSP fails to conceive
the nature of their problems.

Prof MA Baqui Khalily, executive
director of InM, also spoke at the
function.
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try, Met Office said.

fomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty or squally wind is likely at a few places over all the six
divisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-

Highest temperature 38.4 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayat Jessore and lowest 22.9 degrees Celsius at Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:41pm today and rises at 5:11am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:
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expelled
on first day
of HSC exams

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 123 examinees were
expelled on charges of cheating in
English first paper examination on
the first day of the Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC) and its
equivalent Alim and Business
Management examinations yester-
day.

Three teachers were also
expelled for abertting the students
incheating.

According to sources at the HSC
examination control room, three
examinees were expelled under
Dhaka Board, 15 under Rajshahi
Board, sixunder Jessore Board, two
under Chittagong Board, three
under Comilla Board, seven under
Barisal Board and two under Sylhet
Board.

Besides, 71 examinees under
Technical Education Board and 14
under Madrasa Education Board
were also expelled.

A teacher under Rajshahi
Education Board and two other
teachers under Technical
Education Board were expelled for
assisting students in the cheating,
the sources added.

Meanwhile, our Sirajganj corre-
spondent said Belkuchi Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Khairul Alam alleg-
edly assaulted college teacher
Sushil Kumar while the latter was
discharging his duties at Belkuchi
Degree College centre.

Sirajganj Belkuchi College
Teachers' Association yesterday
declared that they would refrain
from their duties unless the UNO is
stripped of his responsibilities at
the centre and given exemplary
punishment.

Alleged
criminal killed
In encounter
with Rab in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An alleged criminal was killed in an
‘encounter’ between his accompli-

| cesand Rab in the capital’'s Adabar
| earlyyesterday.

The dead was identified as
Manik Khan, 29, of Mohammadpur
in the city.

Rab-2 officials said Rab mem-
bers challenged a group of youths
who were roaming suspiciously on
Road-14 at Adabar at about
2:30am.

They youths suddenly opened
fire on the law enforcers, prompt-
ing them to retaliate.

Manik was killed in the encoun-
ter while his cohorts managed to
escape.

PHOTO STAR
Profassoriﬂablr Chowd'hury. centre, launches a book of memoirs by poet Mahbub Ul Alam Chowdhury - "Smritir
Sandhane’ — at its p_ubllcat'lon ceremony at the Liberation War Museaum in the city yesterday. On his left are Prof
Rafiqullslam and writer Selina Hossain and on his right are Mahbubul Haider and writer Hasnat Abdul Hai.

Allocate special funds for local
govt in budget

Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yester-
day urged the caretaker govern-
ment to allocate special funds in
the national budget for strength-
ening the local government and
decentralisingits activities.

They also called on the govern-
ment to make public all the initia-
tives for the reforms of the local
government, saying that good
governance would not be estab-
lished without the participation
of common peoplein the process.

The Governance Coalition
organised the roundtable on
'Local government and its
reform’ at Cirdap auditorium in
the capital. Representative of 27
non-government organisations
took partin the roundtable.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Bangladesh Economic
Association (BEA) President Dr
Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad
called for allocation of special
funds in the national budget for
the local government.

He also said that the local
government would not be
strengthened if the proposed
commission dct just as an-advi-
sory committee.

Justice Golam Rabbani said
the caretaker government should

Obituary

Rokeya Khatun
Chowdhury,
wife of late
® | Amjad Hossain
Chowdhury,

bring about reforms in the local
government with a view to
empowering common people.

Bangladesh Academy for Rural
Development (BARD) Director
General M Khairul Kabir said the
local government commission
should be a truly independent
body so that the central govern-
ment cannot interfere in its activ-
ities.

DemocracyWatch Executive

Director Taleya Rehman, human
rights activist Sarder M
Asaduzzaman, Steps Towards
Development Executive Director
Ranjan Karmaker, Nari Uddug
Kendra Executive Director
Mashuda Khatun Shefali and
Governance of Coalition Project
Coordinator M Abdus Shukur also
spoke at the roundtable presided
over by Governance Coalition
Coordinator Mahsin Ali.

Certificate distribution

Jatiya Natyashala Threatre organises a
certificate distribution ceremony of the
18th batch of a one-year certificate
course. Venue. Natyashala Threalre,
Time: 6:30pm.

Award distribution

Sylhet Ratna Foundation accords a
reception to eminent personalities of the
distnct. Venue: Biam auditonum. Time:
3.50pm.

Roundtable

Homeopathic Foundation Bangladesh
holds a roundtable on National Health
Budget: Homeopathic medical system in
Bangladesh perspective’. Venue:
National Press Club. Time: 10:00am.

Workshop

Bangladesh Institute of Law and
International Affairs (BILIA) and
Bangladesh Heritage Foundation jointly
organise a workshop on ‘Energy securnty
and development. Perspective
Bangladesh'. Venue: BILIA auditonum,
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Kamal auditorium, National Public
Library. Time: 6:10pm.

Drawing competition

Bangladesh Cancer Society organises a
drawing competition for children on the
occasion of World No-Tobacco Day.
Venue: Fine Art Institute, Dhaka
University, Time: 9:00am

Discussion

Sammilita Samajk Andolon holds a
discussion on ‘National dialogues; Next
general election and people’s
expectation’. Venue: Liberation “War
Museum. Time: 10:30am.

Conference

Anushandhitsu Chokro Mirpur branch
holds the 3rd science conference in two
sessions. Venue: Mirpur Adarsha
Bidyaniketan. Time: 9:15am to 12:30pm
and 4:05pm to 6:00pm.

Workshop

RHSTEP organises a workshop on
'Contribution of RHSTEP to GO-NGO

allegation against
Salman F Rahman

BSS, Dhaka

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) has withdrawn an allegation
of forgery of land documents
against Awami League leader
Salman F Rahman and five officials
of Beximco Holdings Ltd and four
formerofficials of AB Bank.

The commission decided to
submit the final report of the case
as 'mistake of fact’ as the allegation
was not proved during the scrutiny
of related records and documents,
said ACC Director General Hanif
Igbal at his regular press briefing
yesterday.

"Being satisfied with the final
report of the investigation officer
(10) of the case, the commission
under its power bestowed in
Section 32 of the ACC Act-2004 and
15(1) of the ACC Rules-2007 has
approvedit,” the DG said.

The ACC filed the case with
Motijheel Police Station on
October 1, 2007 against AB Bank
and Beximco Holdings Ltd officials
over the allegation that they
rescheduled a loan of Tk 191.39
crore showing forged documents
and wrote off about Tk 182.77 crore
illegally in collusion with each
other to gain financial benefit.

The Beximco Holdings Lid
officials are ASF Rahman, chair-
man of the company, Salman F
Rahman, vice chairman, directors
Igbal Ahmed, MA Kashem and
Osman Kaiser Chowdhury, and
Binoy Krishna Nath, secretary of
the company.

The four former officials of AB
Bank are CM Kayes Sami, Abu
Hanif Khan, DMA Awal and
Towhidul Islam.

Trader shot
dead by BSF

UNRB, Jhenidah

Members of Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) fired across the

faheshpur border killing a trader
at Shyampur border village of
Maheshkhali upazila in Jhenidah
yesterday.

BSF jawans of Fatehpur border
outpost trespassed into Shyampur
and dragged away the body of vic-
tim Shah Jamal, 35, who hails from
adjacent Laraighat, villagers said.

Confirming the incident, local
| BDR officials said they have

Jamal. 1
They have also demanded
immediate return of the body.

Chehlum

Chehlum of Sultana Naima
Khanam, mother of Noor-e-
Jannat Akhter Seema, senior
assistant editor of the daily
Jugantar and organising secretary
of Dhaka Union of Journalists

strongly protested theunprovoked
firitig by BSF resulting fn Kinmgar
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good production and market City/Town Temperaturein Humidityin Rab recovered two revolvers and former district Dhanmondi. Time: 9:30am. ﬁ?tﬂm:ﬁnﬁzhﬁxsiggﬁmﬁﬁ (DUJ), will be held today, says a
access, suggested Hossain, also the Celsius percentage two rounds of bullet from the and sessions Drawina contest : - : pressrelease.

'. . : . : - e thaeea g Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 8:00am. s . i
executive director of BRAC and Max Min Mormning Evening scene. _ judge, p e en brahneas n ey 3 n the occasion, Qu wani
member of the Governing Body of Dhaka 35.0 25.2 78 65 Rab said Manik had been away on L] ";‘ Qih.l Pt acg View exchange and milad mahfil will be held at

'i [nM, an independent research and Chittagong 31.5 24.3 76 82 accused in three cases on different | Monday, saysa press re‘lease. E-;mpet:ﬂog{_ Ufr '_ 1f§_'10-0 Enue, A view exchange mesting on her village home at Joshlodia Gazi
f [rajr;mg(}[ganjsa[jgn_ Rajshahi 37.8 27.9 77 54 charges including murder. She was buried be;nde her hus- mP*f er City '."“3- -uuam. ‘Broadcasting photography- bari at Louhajang upazila in
| The incidence of poverty at the Khulna 37.3 27.5 77 62 Manik's uncle Shahjahan said | bandatDamodarpurin Rangpur. Musical soiree videography: Rights of individual and Munshiganj after Asr prayers.

| national level stands at 43.8 Barisal 35.0 27.4 79 70 Manik, who was once a rice trader Her quikhwaniwill be held ather Rabirashmi, a cultural organisation, limitation of mass media’ will be held. Her relatives and admirers are
: percent, while in the char areas Sylhet 29.5 22.9 91 77 at the Camp Bazar in | residence at Minita Plaza at 54, holds a musical soiree titled ‘Gane Gane  Venue: Fine Art Institute auditorium. requested to attend the doa mahfil
| the rate is 86.4 per cent, said Prof Cox's Bazar 33.0 25.0 75 76 Mohammadpur, later became a | New ElephantRoad in the city after Rabindranath’. Venue: Begqum Sufia  Time:11:00am. and pray for salvation of the
: Atiur Rahman, professor at the member ofa criminal gang. Asr prayers (OmOITOw. departed soul.
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| Find your prace in London <=3 42. | VIDDLASEX UNIVERSITY LONDONK .

> 2 - ® u ive Il
: _ LONDON .+ | STUDYING at MIDDLESEX could CHANGE yout LIFE FOREVER e e

meggﬁg;;in T e “Under the IGS \ *Ranked 2nd in the UK for Teaching Quality

G Students Can Seek *Four campuses located in London

Employment for *£ 1000 Bursary for All applicants
2 years” *Additional Merit Scholarships upto £ 1000
Appropriately qualified HSC Students can apply for Undergraduate Courses

Wide Range of UG & PG courses offerd in:
* Accounting, Finance & Economics * Art & Design, Media, & Journalism * Camputing, IT Networking & Software Engineenng
* Biological & Environmental Studies * Business, Marketing Management, WBA & HRM * Health Studies & Social Sciences
Counselling & Admission by: Middlesex University Representative

/’ \
Date : 31 May 2008 ( 2.30 pm-6.30 pm ) :
\._Dhaka British Council Teaching Centre, 754b Shatmosjid Road, Dhanmondi. /

Center for Foreign Studies (CES)

1/12, Lalmata, Block-C, (2nd foor), Dhaka-1207
Phone : 8159612, 01199121331, 01922594037, 01922594018
email ; info@cfs-world com www cfs-world com
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 Search for future leaders.....

Job Opportunity:

BRAC, a non-profit development organization currently employs more than 57,000
staff to implement multifaceted development programs including micro-finance,
education, health, social development and human rights and legal services. BRAC also
operates in a number of countries in Asia and Africa. Under its leadership development
program, BRAC will recruit a number of young professionals who will be trained to
take up mid-level management positions for its operation in Bangladesh and abroad.
Selected candidates will undergo training for a period of two years including a §
research internship program under the supervision of the Research and Evaluation §
Division of BRAC. After completion of training, Young Professionals will work for a §
minimum of two years at the district level as BRAC Local Representatives to maintain §
liasison with government officials and Regional Managers of BRAC, in order to gain
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London Metropolitan University

London Metropolitan University is London’s largest Single University with over 34000 students and
over 270 Bachelors and 150 Masters Courses to choose from. With over 240 Bangladeshi students, it
is the most popular University in the UK for students from Bangladesh
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Seminars, Interviews and Individual Counselling: Conducted by Mark Bickerton,

Director, Student Recruitment, Marketing and International Development

Programme Schedule: Dhaka

Individual Counselling : 3rd June 2008, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Meeting Room, British Council, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka

Seminar : 3rd June 2008, 5.30 pm, Meghna, Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka {r""‘_=——“——'—' | . X >
Open Day : 6th June 2008, 10.00 am to 3.30 pm, Surma, Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA’ DHAKA | ?eefe;hunder'slltatr}:dmgbd fll_ll'i:ﬂevelop:nent Issues and operations of BRAF:.EI th.e field
Interviews : 8th June 2008, 10.00 am to 5.00 pm, Bangladesh Liaison Office ANl AUEYEY UL F TSR USRIV 0 e ke Uk mid-level management positions in the
London Metropolitan University ESTABLISHMENT SECTION g: Headquarter in Dhaka and BRAC international operations.
4 . .
-' | Sale of old office equipment and furniture fiurnishings || [} Educational Requirements:
Individual Counselling : 7th June 2008, 10.00 am to 3.00 pm The High Commission of India, Dhaka invites sealed bids for | A Graduates from any reputed public and private universities in Bangladesh or abroad
:ernlnar ;thdiun.e 20(;3;13.:% pm Ty oL S8R 2RI sale of its old office equipment and furniture / fumishings on | :; with first class degrees in bachelor and masters or CGPA 3.3 and above.
S : NHehind Ehiratany Shooing Compie- CHI Rt "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS". The Items would be on display at || §| ~Age Limit: Maximum 27 Years
Plot No. 2A, United Nation Road, Baridhara, Dhaka on June 3 & jgi Salary and terms of employment: :
For further information and appointments: : A _ . ‘ . :
ladesh Liaison Office : Room L 361, 2nd Floor, Pan Pacific S Hotel, Dhaka 1215 :Lgr:?tat::itﬂ;;; i1r10t::::l o?gf:orlh-fé;: 2&2‘:12‘;902?:;: 332 | il Successful candidates will receive a remuneration of Taka 25,000/- per month during
Banglades aison ce : Hoom , 2nd Floor, Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka B : Ll i : A
Direct : 0088 02 9122404, Facsimile: 0088 02 9121028, Mobile: 0088 01919101234 4, 2008 (between 10 AM and 4 PM) and on June, 5, 2008 || [} the F’*’-"f':’d of "al'“'f‘*g 3";‘1 “f"! sign an indemnity bond to serve BRAC for at least two
B, - EO Aiesl N CTIOONTTNGAC U (between 10 AM and 12 PM). The bids shall be submitted ; 3 e A RO IO,
= - 4 X , * ' ; i ‘ ndabl il If you feel you are the right person for this positi | i fSSC
“An Approved Partner of the British High Commission. alongwith cash ?:POSﬂ tOft' Tk 5r?0“0/b reDresZn_llngl refundable .;:, y ‘ y ght p position p Ea'se send your CV with a Photocopy 0
Promoting Education to the UK” eamest money._ _equ? ations shaii be open: in the presence ; Certificate, telephone number, two recent passport size color photographs and a cover lettef
of all the participating bidders at 12 PM on 5™ June, 2008. The ? expressing why you are interested to make a career in BRAC to RS&P Section, BRAC-HRD, BRAC

successful bids would be announced at 3 PM and the bidder
shall have to pay the final amount after deducting the eamest
money latest by 5 PM on 5 June, 2008. It is mandatory that the
successful bidder makes arrangement for removal of the various
items from the Mission premises latest by 5 PM on 6" June,

———

Appointments also available at:

British Council. 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000, Direct: 8618905-7, 8618867-8
British Council Chittagong, 77/A East Nasirabad (Behind Chittagong Shopping Compléx),
Chittagong, Direct: 031 657884-6

Centre, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212 by June 30, 2008. You can also send your v to :"i
recruitment@brac.net

o e

Please mention the name of the position and ad#31/08 on top of the envelope, the application.
Only short-listed candidates will be communicated. To know more about BRAC, Please Visit

m.:m:::::j:ﬁ‘::mng..um 485 Courses 2008. The High Commission reserves the right to reject or L www.brac.net
WWW. ; Infinite Opportunities id wi ' PELTIER 1
ook g bRy & n PP accept any bid without assigning any reason thereto. | Applications from women an \
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The World Looks Different From Here
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d people from ethnic minorities and of different abilities are encoura
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