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Musical Soiree

On Waheedul Haq
Sangeet Prabrajya
Organiser: Chhayanat
Venue: Chhayanat
Sangskriti Bhaban
Date: May 30

Time: 6:30pm

Hues of Bangladesh
in Berlin

Bangladeshi cultural activists at the procession in Berlin

A grand rally was held in Berlin,
Germany on May 11, where thou-
sands of people of different origin,
religion and background came
together. The rally, titled "Karneval
Der Kulturen®, started from the
Hermannplatz, Kruezberg and
went up to York Strauss, five kilo-
meters away.

Around four thousand cultural
activists from 80 countries joined
the procession, highlighting
cultures from all over the world.
Representatives were dressed in
traditional attire; it was a sea of
colours. Traditional music of

different countries added diver-
sity to thé procession.’ Special
attractions were ‘'samba dance’ by
the Brazilians; 'flamenco dance'
by the Spanish, and Bangladeshi
participants rhythmically march-
ing with Runa's Laila's rendition
of the familiar folk song Allah
megh de. Bangladeshi women --
in red and green -- paraded the
streets, carrying kula. They were
accompanied by men who wore
lungi, gamchha and mathal
(straw hat).

Participants from different
countries presented their tradi-
tional music. Bangladeshi partici-
pants went with the theme
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"nobanno utshab" (harvest cele- .

bration). Members of the Bangla-
desh Cultural Forum made com-
prehensive arrangements for the
festival. The Bangladeshi team
was highlighted on several local
TV channels that covered the
event.

Around 1.3 million people took
to the streets of Berlin on the occa-
sion of this festival. Thousands of
Bangladeshis residing outside
Berlin also came to join the cele-
brations.

The "Karneval Der Kulturen" is
held every year in spring. Bangla-
desh first participated in this
festival in 2000.
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Fund Raising ——————_—
Concert r "'"'::'
Venue: Gulshan Youth 2 e e 0 330 PR
Club Ground, Gulshan-2 .-.rn —T
Artistes and Bands:

Warfaze, Aricell, Aurthohin, g o seses =

Black, Yaatr, Fuad and 5:;355:5-
Powersurge 1~y ;-:\Eb .
Date: May 30 b L :E-___
Time: 3:30pm onwards T ST U e
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Maksudul Ahsan has had several shows of his
paintingrecently in Indian cities. The firstone
was at Dhumimal Art Gallery in New Delhi.
This was an all India show and Maksud was
the only artist from Bangladesh. This art
outlet celebrates its 70" birthday this October
and he will participate in this too.

Here he had figurative work in acrylic
along with charcoal drawing with the sub-
ject of an angry bull. "Here I had a good
response as also in Ahmedabad in a gallery

Artworks by Maksudul Ahsan
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Film Screening

owned by Dhanvi Jain, I dealt with Indian
traditional figures dealing with female
fipures and their costumes which went
down well with the public, The Rajasthan
painting had a camel in the backdrop while
Bangladesh had banana trees and rivers at
the back of a woman in a traditional white
sari with a red border. | do abstract side by
side with figurative work but it is the figura-
tive that attracts me most. Wherever I go I'm
looking at faces and figures and these come
first to my mind when I paint. It is human
joys and sorrows that | enjoy delineating
most,” says Maqgsud.

Film Screening

To raise fund for Poel Organlser: Children's Fil
Samudra Gupta Sociely

Organiser: Studenls of Venue: Goethe-Institut
Institute of Fine Arts, DU Bangladesh, H 10, R 9,
Venue: Auditorium, IFA Dhanmondi

ﬂ:‘;-‘z;ﬂﬂ 27-June 4 Film: Goopi Bagha Phire
2:30pm Kungfu Hustle, E: 29 at Spm

4:30pm Pink Panther; 4

Tpm Children of Heaven

Exhibiting in India with panache

In the bull series, that he did sitting in
India, he wished to bring out the energy and
strength of the animal. He also represented
the agpressive qualities of mankind in the
animal portrayal. Arrogance and anger pre-
vails throughout the world, Maksud feels.

[n a series he depicts people mourning with
Gandhi's image looming in the backdrop.
There are people mourning the death of a
person, while people from various religions
mourn for him. Figures such as that of Gandhi
or Mother Teresa stand for humanity amidst
turmoil and insecurity. He has a "Black” series
too where everything is dark to portray the
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troublesome period thatwe are engulfed in.

Maksud also participated in a print camp
in Kolkata with artists like Prokash
Karmakar and Nirmulendu Das. He also
dealtwith clients in Mumbai galleries.

In August is his solo show at Shilpangan.
In October, at the Kolkata Academy of Fine
Arts and the Bangladesh Deputy High Com-
missioner's Office Gallery. He will also be the
curator for joint show of Bangladesh and
India shortly. In November he has his solo
show in New Delhi. In January 2008 will be
his exhibit in Ahmedabad followed by an
exhibitin Mumbai.

Nazrul Academy observes

Indigenous artistes greet Vatican envoy with music and dance

National Poet's hirth
anniversary

CULTURAL
CORRESPONDENT

On the occasion of Kazi
Nazrul Islam's 109th
birth anniversary,
Nazrul Academy organ-
1Ised a musical soiree on
May27 atthe academy:.

Noted Nazrul artistes
Fatema Tuz Zohra and
Maidul Islam performed
atthe event.

The programme
started at 8:15 pm. First
to perform was Fatema
Tuz Zohra. The artiste
opened the programme

: with the song Tumi loho
y probhu amar
shongsharer-e bhaar.
Next she performed the song Bishwa dulaali nabi nand. v, a sung dedi-
cated to Hadrat Fatima, the daughter of Proph«: ‘luhammad (PBUH).
Next the artiste performed the song Ajkey jey rajadhiraj kal shey bhikkha
chaye, followed by Srijon chhondey anondey nacho notoraj and more.

Maidul Islam performed Meghey meghey andho, Shoponey
esheychhilo mridubhashini, Jaha kichhu momo, shokhi shajiye rakho
and more.

The artistes were accompanied by artiste Prodip Ghosh (from Kolkata)
on tabla, Sunil Sarkar on keyboard and Maniruzzaman on flute.

This year Nazrul Academy organised an eight-day long special
programme (from May 22- 28) to mark the National Poet's birth anniver-
sary.

The programme included musical soirees, discussions and felicitations
of Nazrul artistes.

On May 25 the Academy organised an award giving ceremony and
discussion at the Shahid Zia Auditorium, National Museum. At the
programme the Academy awarded Nazrul Padak 2008 to A H Saidur
Rahman (posthumous) and Dr Askar Ibne Shaikh. Nazrul Academy
Shanbardhona Crest 2008 went to Nazrul artistes Ferdous Ara and Josef
Kamol Rodriguez, for their contribution in promoting Nazrul Sangeer.
Nazrul Academy Shommanona 2008 were conferred to Lutfar Rahman
Sarkar and artiste Jannat Ara (posthumous).

On May 26 a musical soiree featuring Nazrul Sangeet was held at
Shaheed Zia Auditorium. The event featured performances by leading and
Upcoming Nazrul artistes.

Yesterday the Academy organised a musical evening featuring perfor-
mances by veteran Nazrul artiste Khalid Hossain; Khil Khil Kazi, grand-
daughter of Kazi Nazrul Islam; and Salauddin Ahmed.

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur
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I'heindigenous people of Dinajpur gave awarm
reception to the Vatican City ambassador to
Bangladesh and envoy of the Holy Father Pope
Benedict XVI in Dinajpur recently. A cultural
programme organised on the occasion included
Santal dances, songs and recitation.

Ihe Christian community along with people
from all walks of life organised several
programmes at Dinajpur Christian Mission at
Kashbato felicitate Joseph Marino.

I'he cultural programme was organised by
the indigenous people at the same venue.
I'he indigenous artistes performed dances
and songs. Attired in their traditional cos-
tumes, they held bows and arrows along with
waterspout decorated with ripened sheaf of
paddy. Members of the Santal, Orao and
Marma communities participated at the
programme.

Earlier, the envoy attended a meeting at the

Dinajpur Christian Mission, presided over by :

Bishop Mojesh Costa.

At the meeting, the envoy expressed his con-
tentment over the religious harmony in the
district as well in the country and expressed his
hope that such harmony would continue. He

also thanked all the people for the memorable

grand reception they had accorded him.

In the course of his visit Marino also inau-

gurated several projects initiated by the
Dinajpur Mission in the different upazilas of

the district.

Members of the indigenous community greeted the Vatican envoy with music and dance

Sharon Stone's "karma" views spark 'dnger in China

Sharon Stone has sparked criticism in China
altgr claiming the recent earthquake could have
been the resultofbad "karma".

The US actress, speaking at the Cannes Film
Festival, linked the recent disaster to Beijing's
policyonTibet,

She said: "I thought, 'Is that karma?' When
youare notnice, bad things happen to you."

But Stone added she "cried” after the Tibetan
Foundation asked herto help quake victims.

Stone, 50, said: "They wanted to go and be
helpful, and thatmade me cry.

“Itwas a big lesson to me that sometimes you
have to learn to put your head down and be of
service even to people who aren't nice to you.”

stone made her comments last week ina brief
interview with a Hong Kong film crew.

“F'mnothappy about the way the Chinese are
treating the Tibetans because I don't think
anyone should be unkind to anyone else,” Stone

said, according to footage widely available on
theinternet.

“And then all this earthquake and all this stuff
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happened, and Ithought, is thatkarma?"
Ng See-Yuen, founder of the UME Cineplex

chain and the chairman of the Federation of
Hong Kong Filmmakers, called Stone's com-
ments "inappropriate”.

According to a story in trade magazine Holly-
wood Reporter, he vowed not to show Stone's
films in his theatres.

UME has branches in Beijing, Shanghai,
Chongqing, Hangzhouand Guangzhou, China's
biggesturban movie markets.

Stone’s comments also created a swell of
anger on the internet, including at least one
Chinese website devoted solely to disparaging
her comments.

T'he Beijing Times also reported that some
major Beijing department stores had removed

. advertisements for cosmetic and couture jant

Christian Dior, which feature Stone's image.
The earthquake struck south-west China on

12 May, leaving 68,109 people dead, with
another 19,851 still missing.
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Source: BBC
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Kushtia Sangskritik Karmi
Samanay Parishad (KSKSP)
organised the programme at the
grounds of Bijoy Ullash of Kushtia
municipality.

Presided over by KSKSP advo-
cate Samim-ul-Hasan, the
programme was addressed
among others, by deputy commis-
sioner (DC) Kushtia Nepur
Ahmed; Dr Abul Ahsan

Nazrul birth anniversary
celebration in Kushtia

Choudhury, professor, Depart-
ment of Bangla, Kushtia Islamic
University; Dr Jamir uddin Sarkar
of Bangla Department, Kushtia
Government College; Mosleh
Uddin Ahmed, superintendent of
police Kushtia; Maniruzzaman,
organiser of Kushtia Shishu Acad-
emy; Saiful Hasan Milon, district
cultural officer and journalist
Rahman Risvy.

Different organisations also
staged cultural events, includ-
ing Nazrul's songs and poems.

JAHANGIR ALAM, Netrakona

------------------------------------------------

Highlighting women's nights, a
convention and a cultural
programme were held at the
Mahua Auditorium in Netrakona
town recently.

The programme was jointly
organised by Bangladesh Nari
Pragati Sangha and Institute for
Environment and Development
(IED).

Dr. Piar Mohammad, addi-
tional district magistrate,
Netrakona inaugurated the
programme. President of Udichi
Shilpi Goshthi, Professor Jatin
Sarkar and Executive Director of

Artistes sing at the programme

Women's meet and cultural
programme in Netrakona

Nan Pragati Sangha, Rokeya Kabir
were presentasspecial guests.

Zubaida Akhter Khatun, con-
venor of the Udjapon Parishad,
presided over the programme
Among others, women leaders
Sima Rani Katrio, Piara Akhter
Khatun, Rita Dutta, Jharna
Akhter, Kohinoor Akhter and
Bijoya Chakrabarti attended the
programme.

The speakers called upon the
government to take necessary
steps toensure women'srights.

After the discussion, a cultural
programme was held at the venue
Artistes of Udichi Shilpi Goshthi
performed at the programme.
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