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Most houses out of sewage net

House owners got line connected with storm water drainage to
-« evade govt service charge; sewage treatment plant remains idle

linked water connections to about 2.48 lakh
buildings [Wasa counts single connection foran
apartment building, while city corporation
counts each apartment for their connection].
But they have sewerage connections to only
59,310 buildingsin the capital.

The house owners have to pay as much as
water bills to the governmentif they want to take
sewage managementservice.

"So the house owners connect the sewage
line to the storm sewerage drainage to save the
money," says aWasa ofhcial.

There are two methods of excreta manage-
ment in the country -- connecting to the sewage
system and soaking well method (stocking
excreta in a tank and then sending it to the
ground level through a well). The house owners
have to spend around Tk 3 lakh extra to build a
soakwell.

The Wasa sewage management system

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

due to theill practice of the house owners.

Right now there are more than five lakh
buildings in the city, a Wasa source says, adding,
half of these buildings are under the water sup-
ply nerwork.

However, the Wasa authorities have only
59,310 buildings under their sewage discharge
connection, the rest are contributing to the
water pollution, he adds.

Pagla sewerage treatment plant has a capac-
ity of treating 120,000 cubic metres of excreta
every day, nearly one-third of total human waste
generated by the city people.

But the authorities say they are getting maxi-
mum 50,000 CM of excreta every day to treat,
and sometimes itcomes down to 30,000 CM.

The rest of the excreta is being directly dis-
charged to the water bodies through storm
sewerage network, as almost the entire city has
thatnetwork.

According to the authorities, they have so far

PiNAKI ROY

The sewage treatment plant of Dhaka Water
Supply and Sewerage Authority (Wasa) remains
underused for vears due to non-cooperation of
the house owners.

A large number of house owners in Dhaka
resort to linking their sewage discharge connec-
tion directly to the storm water drainage instead
of sewage management networks to evade
government service charges. This results in
severe pollution to the rivers, canals and lakesin
and around the capital.

The city storm water drainage is directly
connected to these water bodies, while sewage
network is connected to Pagla sewage treatment
plantin Narayangan).

Sources in Wasa say every day the city dwell-
ers generate around 3.6 lakh cubic metres of
excreta, of which a major portion directly gets
mixed with the waters of rivers, lakes and canals
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Khaleda's B " ]
petition for
quashing
case rejected

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

38

After four days of hearing on
Khaleda Zia's petition to quash the
Niko corruption case filed against
her, the High Court (HC) yesterday
rejected the petution considering it
asnotsubmitted before the court. |
After arguments and submis- |
sions made by counsels of the
petitioner, an HC division bench
comprising Justice Khademul
Islam Chowdhury and Justice
Mashuque Hosain Ahmed passed
the order yesterday.
~ Lawyers on both sides yesterday
R SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Minus-2
‘conspiracy’
still on

Says Hasina

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detained former premier Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said a 'conspir-
acy' is stull on to implement the
minus 2 formula in & bid to render
her ineligible for contesting in the
next parliamentary election.

"Seeing the prosecution's atti-
tude it seems a conspiracyisstllon
for railroading the trial to convict
me, In a bid to make me ineligible
for the upcoming election. The

*minus 2 formula is still on," Abdul
Mannan, a counsel of the Awami
League (AL) president, quoted her
as saying after cross examining the
first prosecution witness in the
Barge-mounted power plant graft
case yesterday during the fifth day
ofthetnal.

Meanwhile, a special court
yesterday set May 29 for starting
hearing of depositions of other
witnesses in the case against
Hasina and seven others.

Following a time seeking peti-
tion of the defence, Judge Firoz

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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: k : ‘ : ‘ PHOTO: STAR
Rainwater drainage lines and sewage lines in the capital get clogged due to sewage and garbage in the same lines.
The photo was taken at Motijheel-Kamalapur road as Wasa tries to clear a line.
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Falu sued for dodging | RoHINGYA REFUGEES -
T2 ' Bid t vive d
./ocr income tax | bld 10 revive de
COURT CORRESPONDENT f 5 2
t ' The National Board of Revenue Or rep atrlatlon
(NBR) yesterday hiled a case against
detained farmer BNP law!'naker STAFF CORRESPONDENT The two neighbours and the
g‘l;:ssaddak Ali Falu for dodging Tk UNHCR will take advantage of a
s crgre income tax between Bangladesh and UNHCR, the UN  better 'environment' for dialogues
and 2006. i refugee agency, yesterday agreedto  to resume the repatriation process,
Deputy Tax cnrr_lmsaamner ol revive the tripartite agreement headded.
NBR N‘:hm] Amin filed the case under which Rohingya refugees Foreign adviser Iftekhar said no
agmthe st the former Iafwmaker m‘.h would be able to voluntarily return  new proposal was on the table and
Cm;:.f“ﬂpﬂlltﬂﬁ Sessions Judge’s to theirhomeland in Myanmar. hehoped that Guterres' visit to two
Antonio Guterres, the visiting Rohingya refugee camps |
: - _ ¢ amps in the
: r?: showed Fﬁfksltl"; f;g&:ﬁ“_‘ UN high commissioner for refu- country would expedite the repa-
;Ethe;;?:?;n;ﬁfu 20{}5' Ry gees, said in a joint press briefing  triation process.
, following his meeting with foreign Guterres, a former pri Ini
- av . * : S, rime :
mdﬂﬂt;:eaﬁngthe caseyesterday, Falurepeatedly gave false infor- | adviser Iftekhar A Chowdhury ata ter of Portugal alu? m::t m(;:::?f
recgfdedm:hmmad Azizul fiﬂqr'-' QSE:’“;‘“ ““;‘ R e depart- | state guesthouse, "Our intentionis  Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed who
ripatds: e stal:e_mgm oI ine ;_ out his real ncome and | to re-establish the trilateral mecha- assured the UN high commissioner
piainant, took it into cogni- €xpen Iture, lhftﬂmplﬂmum said. | nism among Bangladesh, UNHCR  of his support in resuming talk
:jancc. anddlrected_lhe;allaumﬂn- FaJu,_ pnlm:r:al secretary to for- | and Myanmar to create a condition  with E-I;*'n:?liu suming talks
coe:r:znr;;?il:?m Falu before the Lfll:?; pnr:ﬁzrmé?m“:\:iamd:l ]?Ii'ia. for voluntary repatriation of the The UN hléh commissioner for
. rateée sate ! " 3
b his andex. the fudge said he  relevision ch P Lk ite F{D!lingyn refugesto Myanmar. refugees also mentioned that the
' : vision channels ntv and Rty, Ihe UN high commissioner f : s i
passed the order as the charges and a daily news R 0 | ssioner lor  UN refugee agency is in talks with
b0 | Paper Amar Desh, | rafugees during the briefing also  several countries that : .
ght against him under the was arrested from his Dhaka | dismissed a ibili | : ' Anat are inter-
Indome Tax Ordinance 1984 were Cantonment g ny possi ity ofaward-  ested to allow Rohingyas into their
found 16 be true, February6lastyear ing Bangladeshi citizenship to the countries for 'resettlement:.

In his complaint, Nurul Amin The arobied ioint ol 27,000 Rnh:ng"ya refugees staying in “We don't think the resettle-
mentioned that Falu had evaded  oovernment relief maleria]smf::e Bangladesh. "Local Integration is  ment programme is sufficiently
payingatotal of Tk 2,75,65.221 In  Faly s factoryinSavaron et ng nurnlnthemhle. butwewilllookata  developed and we will be advocat-

: incomeax, . iin ek el “!“iml?'f'r of other ways 10 see that  ingin relation to other countries to
: GE 15 coL 3 | theylivetheir lives with dignity.” SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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TALKS WITH CITIZENS' (GROUPS
Govt sits with

business leaders
today to set time

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government sits today with
business leaders to set the sched-
ule for a dialogue with them as part
of its talks with citizens’ groups in
parallel with the ongoing dialogue
with political parties.

"We have invited the business
community to work out the plan of
the meeting," Commerce Adviser
Hossain Zillur Rahman said yester-
day after a meeting with his three
cabinet colleagues at Law Adviser
AF Hassan Ariff's office.

The meeting also attended by
the law adviser, Communications
Adviser Ghulam Quader and LGRD
Adviser Anwarul Igbal discussed
ways of holding similar talks with
othercitizens’ groups.

SEE PAGE 2 COL B
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quizzed at jail gate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detained former ministers Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, Motiur Rahman
Nizami, M Shamsul Islam and
Khandaker Mosharralf Hossain
yesterday denied any wrongdoing
in awarding the Barapukuria coal-
mine deal to CMC, saying they
“only" approved the deal on the
basis of" recommendations from
the ministry concerned.

"We did not get much time--we
generally go through matters
referred to us in a short time and
approve them," they were quoted
as saying by Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) Deputy
Director Monirul Haque, the inves-

tigation officer of the case.

[he ACC deputy director
quizzed the four former ministers
separately at the gate of Dhaka
Central Jail between 11:30am and
4:30pm.

Lawyers of Nizami and Shamsul
were present during the question-
ing of their clients,

ACC Deputy Director Monirul
told reporters at the jail gate that
the investigation into the
Barapukuriagraft caseisatthe final
stage and submission of the charge
sheet depends on the authority
concerned.

Monirul interrogated Jamaat-e-
[slami Ameer and former indus-
tries minister Nizami for about two

hours, former LGRD minister
Mannan Bhuiyan for about 35
minutes, former information
minister Shamsul Islam for half an
hour and former health minister
Mosharraf Hossain for two hours.

"We will counter their argu-
ments on the basis of documents,”
the ACCofficial told reporters.

"The CMC was awarded the
coalmine deal without a re-tender,
which caused alossofaboutTk 158
crore to the exchequer,”" Monirul
said, adding, "The CMC, which was
the third lowest bidder, was
awarded the deal instead of the
second lowest bidder.”

The lowest bidder had won the

SEE PAGE 15COL 1

AL won't join talks
if Hasina not freed

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

Awami League (AL) yesterday said
It would not join the ongoing dia-
logue with the caretaker govern-
ment without its detained
President Sheikh Hasina

Briefing reporters about the AL
Central Working Committee
(ALCWC) meeting last night, acting
president Zillur Rahman said, “We
won't take part in talks with the
governmentwithouta freed Hasina
no matter what the circumstances
mightbe.”

['he working committee's deci-
sion to boycott any discussions
without Hasina came in line with
the grassroots’ opinions aired at
Monday's extended meeting.

Presidents and general secretar-
ies of 72 organisational districts on
Monday said AL must not partici-
pate in the talks or parliamentary
polls unless its chiefis freed.

They also called on the party
policymakers to announce tougher
agitation programmes including
hartal and blockade to force the
governmentto release Hasina.

The ALCWC meeting that began
at 5:00pm at the AL president's
political office in Dhanmondi has
been adjourned till 11:00am today

Chaired by Zillur, it decided to
send a letter to the government
with only Hasina's name as the
head of their delegation to the
talks.

SFE PAGE 15 COL 1

Jalil charged with
ill-gotten wealth

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday pressed charges
against Awami League (AL)
General Secretary Abdul Jalil in a
case fhled for amassing wealth
worth Tk 36 lakh illegally and con-
cealing information in his wealth
stalement.

ACC Deputy Assistant Director
Enamul Haque Chowdhury, the
Investigation officer (10) of the
case, submitted the charge sheet to
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court of Dhaka.

Jalil 1s currently In Singapore on
parole formedical treatment.

The AL general secretary was
arrested on May 28 last year and
remained in custody for over eight
months without any specific

charges. Finally on January 1 this
year, he was shown arrested in this
case filed on December 18 last year
with Ramna Police Station
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Future begins here...
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For a mother, it is very important to ensure that her child is getting the
essential nutrition. For this, certain aspects of the child's optimal
growth need to be observed, which are the 10 signs of good nutrition.
NIDO FORTIFIED supports the development of these 10 signs.
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