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Parveen Sultana walked to the
centre of the stage and dominated
it through a span of more than
twenty songs. On Saturday, it was
her moment in the spotlight,
seeing that Tomar du chokhe
chokh rekhe, a CD of twelve of her
songs, had only moments earlier
been released at the National
Museum. Those who have kept
track of Sultana's progress in
recent umes will have a fairly
reasonable comprehension of the
elevating quality of her songs. The
voice 1s rich, the mastery over
delivery is remarkable, all of which
is again reflected in these new
songs. Penned by Ashraf Hossain
and M.R. Waseq, with music in the
capable hands of Deba, these
songs are an aesthetic delight. In
Brishti ashar pelona shomoy, E
kemon borsha elo, O matal shure
and the like, the versatile in the
artiste comes alive yetonce more.
And it was such versatility that
was on display, in all its substan-
tive form, on stage as Parveen
Sultana took her audience down
the lanes that eventually zig-
zagged their way to some of the
more verdant of musical land-
scapes. She began with Tagore's
Gram chharha oi. ranga. mafir
poth, moved on to the still-searing
Padmar dheu re before turning
around to recreate the magic of
the old Sabina Yasmeen number,
Majhi nau chhaira de. These early
songs worked up the energyin her,
and made expectations soar in her
audience. In her element, she
moved into Aami
roopnagarer rajkonya, Tomar du
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Nazrul Birth
Anniversary

Celebration
Organiser: Chhayanat
Veneu. Shawkal Osman
Auditorium, Central Public
Library, Shahbag

Date: May 28

Time: 7Tpm
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Parveen Sultana's evening,
all the way
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Parveen Sultana performs at the programme

chokhe chokh rekhe and Ochenar
moto kore nachenar obhinoy. The
evening deepemed; passing into
the mellowing phases of night
Parveen Sultana showed precious
few signs of fatigue. Through
Naach moyurt naach and Shaat
bhai chompa, she progressed to
Tokhon tomar ekush bochhor
bodhoy. The melody eventually
exploded into the firecrackers of
old Shondhya Mukherjee num-
bers. And then came the tragically
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soothing Shahnaz Rahmatullah
song, Je ehhilo drishtirshimanaye,

followed swiftly by that'Naheed

Niazi reminder of Akasher oi miti
mititarar shaathe koibo kotha.

The showmanship in Parveen
Sultana, if you will, added to the
ambience. Poised and graceful,
she often injected humour into
her remarks between the songs.
She connected to her audience.
And it was plain they were in love
with her. Starry, starry night?
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Traditional
kite festival
In Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

-----------------------------------------------

The colourful, traditional kite
festival was held in Pabna with
much festivity recently. The
venue was the Pabna Edward
College campus and the organ-
1Iser Rotaract Club of Pabna
Midtown put up the first of its
kind kite festival in Pabna. A
colourful programme was also
staged.

President of the club of
Rotaract Pabna Midtown,
Mohammad Ahsan Habib Akash
chaired the inauguration func-
tion, while Shibojit Nag, princi-
pal of Pabna Government Bulbul
College was the chief guest.
Rotarian Nurunnabi Khan

Humu, Rotarian Jalal Uddin,
Provash Chandra, Oliul Islam
were among those who

addressed the festival.

The speakers reiterated that
kites are an integral part of our
culture. However, there is a need
to be watchful: “With increasing
urbanisation, the young ones are
losing the tradition of kite fly-
ing," they maintained.

Around 230 participants flew
colourful kites such as Dhaush,
Sapa and Dole at the festival. The
function attracted several thou-
sand people from different parts

of the. district, ;Many of them. .

expressed the hope thatsuchkite .

festivals would be a regular
feature.

“We are in danger of com-
pletely losing this colourful
tradition,” said Arif Ahmed
Siddik, a student of Pabna
Edward College, adding all stops
must be pulled out to keep this
valuable heritage alive. A view
that many others undoubtedly
share.
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16th Young
Artists' Art

Exhibition 2008

Venue: National Art
Gallery, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy
Date: May 18-June 6
Time: 11am-7pm (3pm-
Tpm Fridays)

PALLAB BHATTACH IARYA, New Delhi
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The death of iconic Marathi playwright Vijay
Tendulkar in Pune on May 19 brought down the
curtains on a golden era of Indian theatre.
Tendulkar, 80, who had been ailing for quite
some ume, is considered one of the doyens of
modern Indian playwrights, along with Badal
Sircar, Mohan Rakesh and Girish Karnad, who
experimented with style and content of drama
in a bold and unconventional manner that at
times shocked the audience,

Tendulkar, like all great authors, was quite
ahead of his time as he drew on real-life stories
ol social exploitation of men and women under
a feudal-capitalistic set-up to pen his over 35
plays, short stories and two novels. Known for
his pro-Left leanings, he rose to become an
iconic figure for theatre lovers through the
1960s, 1970s and 1980s by his rebellious and
iconoclastic style that earned as much bou-
quets as controversies, Some of the best
known plays of Tendulkar are Shantaa, court
chalu ahe (Silence, the court is on, 1967),
Sakharam Binder (Sakharam the book binder,
1972), Ghasiram Kotwal (1972) and Kamala
(1981)--all of them critically acclaimed by
viewers across India.

Although Tendulkar wrote plays in his
mother tongue Marathi, his plays were trans-
lated into several other Indian languages and
became highly popular beyond Maharashtra
also. In Kolkata, the Bengali translation Choop,
Adalata Cholchey of Tendulkar's play was very
popularand ran to full houses for several years.

A firm believer in secularism, Tendulkar
never hesitated to cross swords with radical
outfits who did not like his treatment of politi-
cal violence and sex in society. If Sakharam
Binder is a story of male domination over
women, Ghasiram Kotwal tells the story of the

lust for political power leading to moral down- |

fall, Bornin a middle class family, he was merci-
less on the follies of the class in the pursuit of
upward mobility in terms of money and power.
Like all avant garde artistes, Tendulkar
refused to tread the beaten path of indulging in
melodrama and explored newsubjects and new
method of telling a story. His ruthless exposure
of political violence and social and sexual
exploitations made him an uncompromisingly
anti-establishment figure all through his five
decades as a playwright. For this reason, many
variously described Tendulkar a Marxist, a
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Farewell to Vijay Tendulkar

Vijay Tendulkar

Leftistand pro-Naxal.

Besides the stage, Tendulkar left an indelible
mark on the parallel Indian cinema as he wrote
the scripts of some films by eminent directors
like Shyam Benegal and Govind Nihalani. The
playwright wrote the script of Benegal's movie
Nishant which is a story about the powerful
feudals and sexual exploitation of women. The
film had earned the national award for best
feature film in1975. He also penned the script of
another Benegal film Manthan, a story about
the cooperative milk movement in Gujarat
against the backdrop of a feudal set-up, which
brought Tendulkar the national award for best
screenplay.

The best example of Tendulkar's refusal to
compromise on his convictions and political
outlook came in the script he prepared for
Nihalani's film Akrosh (1980), a powerful story
of exploitation of the lowest strata of society by
rural elite against the backdrop of naxalite
movement. Starring Om Puri, Smita Patil,
Naseeruddin Shah and Amrish Puri, Akrosh is
one of the finest political movies and the best by

Nihalani.

Tendulkar also worked with Nihalani for the
latter's films Ardh Satya (1983), also starring
Om Puri and Smita Patil, which is the story of
the politician-police-underworld nexus in
Mumbai and Aaghat (again featuring Om Puri)
which exposes the dishonesty and hypocrisy of
trade union leaders.

Akrosh and Ardh Satya earned Tendulkar the
Filmfare awards for best stories.

There were na,dearih of awards  Coming;,

Tendulkar's way, including Kalamadevi
Chattopadhyaya award, Saraswati Samman,
Sangeet Natak Academi fellowship and Padma
Bhusan, the Indian government award for
civilians.

The last few years of Tendulkar's life were
beset with illnesses and personal tragedies as
he lost his wife, daughter Priya Tendulkar, who
became a household name through television
serial Rajni, exposing corruption in society,
and son.
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