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20,000 acres of Modhupur
forest leased illegally
in five years

Lessees include people enjoying political clout

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Over 20,000 acres of forestland in
Modhupur Garh area in Tangail
were allotted to people enjoying
political clout and influentials
illegally during BNP rule. ‘

A section of corrupt forest offi-
cials leased the lands defying law
and deprivinglocal indigenous and
landless people who were sup-
posed to get those under the then
government's community affores-
tation programme, sources said.

Forests in Modhupur Garh
region in Tangail were earlier
spread over 1,22,876 acres in five
upazilas--45,565 acres in
Modhupur, 47,220 in Sakhipur,
21,855 in Ghatail, 7,576 in Mirzapur
and 669 acres in Kalihati, forest
department sources said

Of the total forest area In
Tangail, 55,476 acres are reserve
forests-- 38,232 acres in Sakhipur,
7.275 in Mirzapur, 7,251 in Ghatail,

2,500 in Modhupurand 185 acres in
Kalihati, the sources said.

Besides, there are 17,436 acres
of forest under Modhupur Garh
region in Mymensingh district.

Once famous for Sal and Gajari
forests, the Modhupur Garh also
abounds with forests of Mehgini,
Segun, Garjan, Aurjun, Karay, Jarul,
Kaika, Gandi and Palya trees.

During the last BNP govern-
ment, 20,000 acres of forestland in
Modhupur Garh in Tangail were
selected for allocation under com-
munity afforestation pogramme to
benefitpoorlocal people.

It was decided that the plots of
forestland would be given to peo-
ple living within one kilometer of
the allotted land and indigenous
and landless people would get
preference.

But after allocation of the plots,
it was seen that the lands went to
political cadres, government offi-
cials, businessmen and land own-
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ers from lar away areas,

Many indigenous and landless
people in Modhupur, Sakhipur,
Ghatail, Mirzapur and Kalihati
under Modhupur Garh told the The
Daily Star that political cadres and
rich landowners accused in cases
for plundering forests got the lands
allegedly in exchange of hefty
bribes.

The demanded investigation in
the alleged irregularities and can-
cellation of the allocation. They
also demanded punishment of
forestofficials responsible for this.

Forest officials however denied
the allegation.

When contacted, Shah-e-Alam,
divisional forest officer (DFO) in
Tangail, said he joined recently and
does not know about the alleged
irregularities in allocating the
forest plots. "We will take initiatives
to cancel the allocations if those are
done properly”, he added.

EXTORTION
Verdict in case
against mayor
Tayebur
tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Additional Districtand Sessions Judge
(4th court) Md Nazrul Islam will
deliver judgement in the first extor-
tion case against detained KCC mayor
Sheikh Tayebur Rahman tomorrow.

On November 2 last year, SM
Hafizur Rahman, suspended pro-
curement officer of KCC's
Municipal services project, filed
the extortion case against KCC
mayor Tayebur Rahman and KCC
public relations officer Sarder Abu
Taher. Taher has been absconding
since filing of the case.

SI Keshab Chakravarty of
Khulna Sadar Police Station, who
investigated the case, pressed
charge sheet to the court on
February 13 thisyear.

Trial of the case began on March
9 in the court of Additional District
and Sessions Judge Md
Barakuzzaman.

The case was transferred on May
13 to the Court of Additional District
and Sessions Judge (4th court) on
order from District and Sessions
Judge Md Shafiuddin as Md
Barekuzzaman felt embarrassed.
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Lightning kills 6
in 3 districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

At least six people were killed and
six others injured when they were
struck by thunderbolt in Kushtia,
Chapainawabganj and Netrakona
districts yesterday.

Our Kushtia Correspondent
reports: Three farmers were killed
and two others injured when they
were working at a field at Badiapara
of Gangniupazilain Meherpur.

The dead are Makbul Hossain,
Nazrul Islam and Arfan Ali while the
injured are Kamal and Nizam.

In Chapainawabganj, two
brothers were killed and their
father was injured when they were
harvesting paddy at Billchoribeel
under Godagari upazila.

The dead are Azizur Rahman,
22, and Abdur Rahman Babu, 19.

Injured father Md Yousuf were
released after first aid treatment,

A young man was killed and
three others were injured when
they were harvesting paddy at a
field at Jabrikanda under Sadar
upazila, said our Netrakona corre-
spondent.

Rehan Mia, 20, was killed on the
spot. Seriously injured Abul
Kashem was undergoing treat-
ment at Netrakona Sadar Hospital
till filing of the report in the eve-
ning.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A proud mother whose four sons
and a son-in-law sacrificed their
lives in the Liberation War was
honoured at a reception marking
the International Mothers Day.

Sayed Foundation, a local
organisation organized the
programme at Pabna Bonomali
auditorium on Friday afternoon
marking the occasion,

Rokeya Khatun's sons Mosaraf
Hossain, Mostak Hossain, Monsur
Hossain and Mokaram Hossain and
son-in-law Eusuf Ali, who joined the
Liberation War, were killed by the
Pakistan occupation army.

The guests handed over Rokeya
Khatuna crestof Mother's Day.

“I have nothing to say as | have
lost the best gifts of my life. But |
feel proud as they sacrificed their
lives for the nation,” Rokeya
Khatun said as she was showered
with love and honour.

Pabna Edward College Principal
Prof Hosne Ara Akhtar was the
chief guest at the programme
chaired by Principal of Green Leaf
Kindergarten Rehena Mojid.

Founder of Sayed Foundation
Md Tofazzal Hossain Tutul deliv-
ered the opening speech in the
programme that began with a
painting competition for children.

Give priority to agri
sector in budget

Speakers tell Pabna seminar

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Speakers in a pre-budget discus-
sion yesterday stressed the need for
giving importance to agriculture
sectorinthe upcoming budget.

Common people do not get the
benefit of budget in absence of
mass people's involvement, speak-
ers said at the discussion organised
by Campaign for Good Governance
(Sushashoner Junno
Procharavijan), SUPRO, at Pabna
Annoda Gobinda Public Library
auditorium.

“Bangladesh is rich in agricul-
tural resources. But agricultural
lands are decreasing day by day.
Poor facility for storing agrp-
products. is also responsible for
backwardness in the sector,” speak-
ers said at the meeting.

“The government should pay
attention for developing the agri-
culture sector in the upcoming
budget. This sector needs priority
in the budget for sustainable devel-
opment,” they said.

Speakers also urged the govern-
ment to take steps for local devel-
opment that ultimately contributes
to national development.

President of SUPRO, Pabna
Barkat Ali Bakul chaired the semi-
nar. Pabna Superintendent of
Police AFM Masum Rabbani,

Pabna Bar Association President
advocate Johir Ali Kaderi, former
president of the association advo-
cate Abdul Motin, veteran polit-
cian Amzad Hossain, Pabna Press
Club Secretary Utpol Mirza, NGO
personality Monjurul Haque Runi
and the secretary of SUPRO, Pabna,
MA Salam addressed the meeting
among others.

FRIDAY'S CLASH WITH RAB
6 sent to jail

in Kushtia

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A. court here (yesterday.sent  six
people including two women to jail
who were arrested by members of
the Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) on
Friday in connection with a villag-
ers' clash with the elite force on the
same day at Bahalbaria village in
Mirpurupazila.

They are Bahalbaria union
parishad (UP) chairman+ Amirul
[slam Bannu, 55, Rokeya Khatun,
25, Arzoo Khatun, 22, Siblu 30,
GaharAlj, 45, and Masum, 25.

At least 45 people were injured
in the clash that ensued when Rab
member went there to rescue an
abducted man.
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A proud mother honoured in Pabna

Her four freedom fighter sons embraced martyrdom in 1971

Rokeya Khatun, mother of four martyred freedom fighters, at a reception accorded to her at Pabna.

Give special
allocation for
Rajshahi

Sangram Parishad

demands
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi Rakkha Sangram Parishad
(RRSP), a social vigilante organisa-
tion, yesterday demanded special
allocation in upcoming budget for
developmentof the district.

At a discussion meeting held at
RRSP's Ganakpara office, they said
the special allocation has become
essential for implementation of
nine development programmes.

Their demand includes imple-
mentation of the proposed North
Rajshahi Irrigation Project for
producing additional food grains
and ensuring use of surface water
reducing ground water use.

They also demanded gas suppI}fr
ﬂﬁi’ﬁuglrn";ifpéﬁﬁes, protection 0
silk industries and silk growers,
establishment of agriculture based
EPZ and constructing new educa-
tionalinstitutions.

They also demanded establishing
a cardiology department at Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital, building a
hospital for children and making the
cityatestvenue forcricket.

Among others, Rajshahi Bar
Association President Mohammad
Yahia, freedom fighter Dr Abdul
Mannan, Mahfujur Rahman Khan,
engineer Tajul Islam, journalist
Liakat Ali, Dr Shyamol Bannerjee
spoke at the meeting presided over
by RRSP convenor Zamat Khan.
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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