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The "not so profitable" market of

JaMIL MAHMUD

--------------------------------------------------

As the nation celebrates the 109th
birth anniversary of our National
Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, the market
of Nazrul Sangeet is going through
a gradual decline, Over the last few
years, the number of albums fea-
turing Nazrul Sangeet was few and
far between. However, production
houses are trying to find a way to
deal with this issue.

“Starting in 2006, so far we have
released three audio CDs and a
video CDs on Nazrul Sangeet -- all
featuring Ferdous Ara,” says Asad
Islam, marketing executive,
Impress Audio Vision Ltd.

Asad focuses on the commercial
aspect of Nazrul Sangeet. Accord-
ing to him, “I think in our country,
Nazrul Sangeet is quite popular
but many Nazrul artistes do not get
the much needed exposure. To put
it blundy, they don't sell. In the
current situation, we have to think
about our business. It is not finan-
cially feasible for us to launch
albums featuring the virtually
unknown singers.”

Among the organisations that
are working to uphold traditional
Bangla songs, Bengal Foundation
is a notable name, Every year Ben-
gal Foundation launches CDs on
Nazrul Sangeet as well as Rabindra
Sangeet and other genres. Neel

Jamunar Jol by Jannat-e-Ferdousi;
Sandhya Godhuli by Sharmin
Shathi Islam and Nishi Bhorer Bela
by Yakub Ali Khan are some of the
recent CDs featuring Nazrul
Sangeet, released by Bengal Foun-
dationin 2007.

On their initiative, Luva Nahid
Chowdhury, director general of
Bengal Foundation said, “The
appeal of Nazrul Sangeet is time-
less. We release CDs of Nazrul
Sangeet and other traditional
songs, not from a commercial point

azrul Sangeet
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Lina Taposhi's album, Choiti Chander Alo, released by Agniveena, a sister concern of Geetanjoly and Nasima Shaheen's solo album,
Akashe Bhorer Tara, produced by Bengal Foundation

of view, but because we considerita
social commitment. Profitability is
notthe major concern here.”
“Though print and electronic
media are doing well to emphasise
on Nazrul Sangeet, I think every-
one should work together to reach
awideraudience,” she added.
Agniveena, a sister concern of
Geetanjoly, released a solo album
of singer Lina Taposhi titled Choiti
Chander Alo recently. It is the only
CD on Nazrul Sangeet, Agniveena
has produced in the last few years.
Kamruzzaman Hasan, general
manager of Agniveena said, “I
think, Nazrul Sangeet is not that

popular among our target audi-
ence.

He added, “At present people are
more interested in Adhunik Bangla
songs than Hindi songs. It is a
positive sign to come forward with
albums on Nazrul Sangeet or
Rabindra Sangeet.”

Laser Vision is another bigwig in
the audio market. Every year they
launch albums featuring Adhunik,
Rabindra Sangeet, Nazrul Sangeet
and more. Some of their Nazrul
Sangeet albums are Shey Ashey
Rudra Binaye featuring Fatema-
Tuz-Zohra; Bhorer Hawa featuring
Salahuddin Ahmed and Biroher

Gulbagey by Dr. Nashid Kamal.
This year, on the occasion of
Nazrul's birth anniversary, Laser
Vision has launched an album of
Nazrul Sangeet titled Prothom
Moner Mukul featuring Chhanda
Chakrabarty.

Mazharul Islam, managing
director of Laser Vision said, “We
want to release more albums on
Nazrul and Rabindra Sangeet. But
we have to face issues like piracy.
The retail market is well occupied
by the Indian pirated CDs of Nazrul
and Rabindra Sangeet, which are
cheaper than our CDS.”

Proprietor of Fahim Music, Md.

Monir said, “We have taken several
initiatives to uphold our tradi-
tional songs. Few weeks back we
have released an album of
Rabindra Sangeet titled Ektuku
Kotha Shuni by Ismat Noor. At
present we are working. with
Fatema-Tuz-Zohra for an album of
Adhunik songs. An album of
Nazrul Sangeet by the artiste is also
in the pipeline.”

Though production houses,
cultural organisations and the
media seem eager, it is the audi-
ence who can take the mostimpor-
tant step in widening the horizon
of Nazrul Sangeet.

"Shiulimala" on Banglavision

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

On the occasion of the birth anni-
versary of National Poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam, Banglavision will air
a single episode TV play,
Shiulimala on May 25, at 9:05 pm.
The play is based on a short story
by Nazrul

Shiulimala features a love story
between Azhar and Shiuli. Azhar, a
barrister, goes to Shilong on vaca-
ton. Apart from being a renowned
lawyer, Azhar is a skilled chess
player. Soon, he starts to challenge
the local chess players. At one
point he meets Professor
Chowdhury, the local chess mas-
ter. After losing to Azhar,
Chowdhury invites him to stay at
his house as a guest. There, Azhar
meets Shiuli, daughter of Profes-
sor Chowdhury. As days go by, a
relationship develops between

A scene from the play

As part of the special programmes
on Nazrul birth anniversary, Rtv
will air the play Djinn-er Badshah,
an adaptation of a short story by

Jyotika Jyoti and Azizul Hakim in the play

the two.

The play is directed by Kamal
Chakma and has been adapted by

Kazi Abu Zafar Siddiqui.

..................
..........................
......................

Narzul, at8:00 pm.

The play revolves around Allah
Rakkha and his adventures. His
father named him "Allah Rakkha"

The castincludes Azizul Hakim,
Jyotika Jyoti, Sirajul Islam, Tushar
Khan, Bhashwar Bandyopadhyay
and others.

so thathe may always be protected
by Allah. Allah Rakkha is always
busy stealing from his neighbours
and creating ruckus. One day Allah
Rakkha comes across Chaand
Banu. He develops an infatuation
for her and decides to marry her
Things go well until Chaand
Banu's parents arrange her mar-
riage to someone else. To foil this,
the mischievous Aliah Rakkha
comes up with a plan to use the
local superstition regarding
Djinns. He disguises himself and
pretends to be the "Badshah of
Djinns®, scaring Chaand Banu's
parents. However, what ensues,
changes Allah Rakkha forever.

Djinn-er Badshah has been
adapted and directed by M.
Sakhawat Hossain. The cast
includes Anisul Hag Milon, S.M.
Mohsin, Mohammad Bari and
others.
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