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Butenis in city
on private visit

UNB, Dhaka

Former US Ambassador to
Bangladesh Patricia Butenis
arrived here yesterday on a private
visit, an official of the American
Centre said

“She is on a private visit,” the
official said, withoutelaboraung.

Ambassador Patricia, now
posted as Deputy Chief of Mission
in Baghdad, came on a similar
private visit to Dhaka in March this
year.
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'Restrict alien species of trees, animals
to save biodiversity'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Experts at a discussion vesterday
urged the government 10 restrict
introduction of alien species ol trees
and animals into the biological
diversity of the country as they harm
biodiversity and agriculture.

Mass awareness should be cre-

ated along with the long-term plan
to protect the biodiversity of the
country, theyadded.

The discussion was organised by
Water Resources Planning
Organisation (Warpo) to mark the
International Day for Biological
Diversity in the city with its Director
General (DG) M Enamul Haque in
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the chair.

This year's theme for the day was
'‘Biodiversityand Agriculture.

Two papers were presented on
'‘Biological Diversity' and "Agricul-
ture’ atthe discussion.

Dr Nilufa Islam while presenting
her paper on 'Biological Diversity
said biodiversity was endangered by
introducing some alien species into
the ecosystem of the country.

She said, “Some species of both
plants and animals that grow rap-
idly were brought in the country, but
researches proved that those are
harmful for the ecosystem in the
long run. The alien species should
be tested properly before their
introductioninto the ecosystem.

“Rapidly growing plants like

| Eucalyptus, Epil Epil and Akashia

are harming the local species ol
trees, while introduction of Piranha
and African Cat fish are killing the
local species of fishes and geneti-

cally modified and hybnd paddy is
harming the yields of local varieties
ofpaddy,” sheadded.

Environmentalist Mohammad
[ftekhar Hossain while presenting
his paper on ‘Agriculture’ said
farming of crops, fishes and live-
stock should be conducted by local
management to save the
biodiversity.

“By creating awareness among

people, we can save our endangered |

species,” said Iftekhar.

Speaking as the chiel guest,
Bangladesh Nature Conservanon
Centre President MRA Taha said
protecting biodiversity of the coun
try has no alternative to maintain its
healthyenvironmentand climate,

Warpo DG said, "Renewable
natural resources in a certain geo-
graphical area change with the
change of seasons, but those can do
alotof damages to the environment
and human life if alien species are
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introduced into that certain ecosys-
tem.”

The International Day for
Biological Diversity is observed in
187 countries across the world
according to a UN convention
adopted in 1992. Bangladesh signed
the convention on the same year
and ranfied thatin 1994,
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