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Proper laws needed to check

DHAKA FRIDAY MAY 23, 2008

ood adulteration

Speakers tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Upgradation of moral values,
raising mass awareness, and for-
mulation of proper laws and their
strict implementation are the
imperatives to check food adulter-
ation in the country, said the speak-
ers at a seminar yesterday.

They urged the government (0
take punitive actions against those
involved in the production and sale
of adulterated food and run the anti-
adulteration drive frequently to save
the nation from ruin.

The seminar titled ‘Adulteration-
free food: Present situation and our
dutes' was organised jointly by
Paribesh Bachao Andolan (PBA)
(Save Environment Movement) and
the Institute of Food and Science
Technology (IFST) at the seminar

hall of Bangladesh Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research
(BCSIR) inthe city.

Presenting a keynote paper, Dr K
M Farmujul Haque, acting director of
BCSIR, said every consumer has the
right to get safe and toxic-free food
butwe are all deprived of the right.

He sald it has been found in
research that harmful chemicals like
calcium carbide are being used to
ripen the monsoon fruits like mango,
pineapple, bananaand papaya.

At the same time textile colour,
which is being used in vegetables to
make them fresh and attractive, can
cause cancer, he said, adding after
examining the sample of mustard
oil in the IFST laboratory, chemical
elements have been foundinit.

Dr Haque said highly toxicchem-
icals DDT and heptachlor are being

used in dried fish.

Around two lakh people are
affected by cancer every year due to
intake of adulterated food, he
added.

BCSIR Chairman Dr Chowdhury
Mahmud Hasan said the main
problem behind all these misdeeds
is the degradation of moral values.

“A person is cheating another as
both of them are involved in the
act, and in the long run both of
them are putting their own as well
as their next generations atrisk,” he
added.

Changes in the mindset and
raising mass awareness are must to
stopadulteration, he said, suggesting
an increase in the number of people
who willmonitor food adulteration.

Columnist and Bishmukta
Khadya Andolan Convener Syed

Abul Maksud said there are many
laws in the country but nobody
waurts to obey them.

The nation will be 'dead one' if
the government does not take strin-
gent measures to check food adul-
teration, he said.

Fahima Roksana, director of
IFST, said a section of vested busi-
nessmen are putting the future of
the next generation on the verge of
destruction for their petty interest.

She suggested regular monitor-
ing even at upazila level to check
foodadulteration.

PBA President Abu Naser Khan
demanded proper implementation
of the consumeract.

He said media has an immense
role in carrying out the movement
for stopping adulteration of food
ahead.
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Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed gives away the lifetime achievement award 2008 to singer Ferdousi Rahman at the Meril-
Prothom Alo Award ceremony at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre inthe city yesterday.

MERIL-PROTHOM ALO AWARD

Ferdousi receives
lifetime
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Acid survivors
to make five
documentaries
on acid violence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A group of acid survivors will make
five documentaries on acid violence
after receiving training in this regard.

Poriprekkhit and Acid Survivors
Network, with support from
ActionAid Bangladesh, have jointly
taken the initiative to involve
women acid survivors in the profes-
sional work.

A daylong workshop will be held
on May 26 to select seven trainees
from the members of Acid Survivors
Network.

The seven members will receive
training on direction, scriptwriting
and camera shooting. The training
will continue up to December in
phases. Later, they will make docu-
mentaries as partof practical training.

The documentaries will be aired
ondifferent television channels.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed holds talks with Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh (BDB), left, and Workers' Party of Bangladesh, right, on the first day of Lo
dlalogues with different political parties at his office in the city yesterday. (BDB), feft, rty g , right, ay of formal

BOAT CAPSIZE

Bodies of
mother, 2
children

recovered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered the floating bod-
ies of the mother and her two chil-
dren in the last two days who
drowned in the Buriganga on
Tuesday night.

The deceased were identified as
Firoza Begum Lucky, 30, her five-
and-a-half-year-old daughter
Farzana and two-and-a-half-year-
old son Firoz.

They met the tragic death while
they were returning home at
Kholamora of Keraniganj by the
boat after attending a function at
Kamrangirchar on that night.

Local people informed the
police after they saw the bodies of
the mother and her daughter float-
ing near the spot at around 9:00pm
on Wednesday. Police recovered
the floating bodies.

Meanwhile, the body of the boy
Firoz was floating at 10:00am yes-
terday. On information, police
recovered the body.

The boat that was carrying
around 12 people sunk in mid-river
after a sand-laden trawler hit it
around 8:00pm, leaving the three
miSSIng.

The rest of the travellers includ-

NIKO GRAFT CASE

Hearing on Khaleda's
petition resumes Sunday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) for the second
consecutive day yesterday heard the
petition filed by former prime min-
ister Khaleda Zia for quashing the
proceedings against her in Niko
graft case.

The HC bench comprising
Justice Khademul Islam
Chowdhury and Justice Mashuque
Hossain Ahmed adjourned the
hearing and fixed 2:00pm on
Sunday for further proceedings.

Advocate Khondker Mahbub
Uddin Ahmed, counsel for the
petitioner, submitted before the
court that when Khaleda was the
prime minister she had taken
many decisions for running the

government, and she might have
committed mistakes in doing her
routine works, but never commit-
ted any corruption.

He said there was no specific
allegation against her in the first
information report (FIR) of the
case. But on December 9 of last
year, the ACC filed the case with
Tejgaon Police Station against the
BNP chairperson and several
others on charge of abusing
power in awarding a gas explora-
tion and extraction deal to
Canadian company Niko.

On May 5, the ACC pressed
charges against Khaleda and 10
othersin the case.

On May 18, Khaleda filed the
petitionwith the HC.

Tk 520cr Aussie support
for poverty reduction

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Australia will donate Tk 520 crore
over the next four years to lift the
extreme poor out of poverty and
improve health of women and
children, says a press release.
Visiting Deputy Director General
of AusAID Richard Moore yesterday
signed an agreement with represen-
tatuves from Brac and UNICEF to

set up small enterprises such as
owning livestock, poultry or grow-
ingvegetable,

AusAlID in partnership with
other donors, expects to double the
number of women who receive
quality obstetric care in ten districts,
through 'Maternal, Newborn and
Child Survival Project’ imple-
mented through Brac and UNICEE
therelease added.

'Ensure supply
of diesel to jute
yarn mills’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

e

Bangladesh Jute Spinners
Association yesterday urged the
government to ensure regular
supply of diesel to operate standby
generators for uninterrupted
production at jute yarn mills in the
southern region of the country.

These industries will be closed
down if the government fails to
ensure diesel supply properly, and
it will raise discontent among the
labourers hampering the export
earnings of the country, says a
pressrelease of the association.

Out of total 55 jute yarn mills, 32
are located in this region and these
are hundred percent export-
oriented.

As these industries do not get direct
supply of electricity from the national
grid, they keep their mills operative
through standby generators.

But the acute crisis of diesel in this
region is posing threat to the indus-
tries as the diesel traders have started
storing diesel following the govern-
ment’s hint that it may raise oil price.

Ex-BNP lawmaker
Joynal held at
jail gate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former BNP lawmaker Joynal
Abedin Faruk was arrested yester-
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“He isaccused in eight cases atd
" Kachi* Kancha ‘auditorium. Time:

| was released on bail”, he said.

achievement award 2008 at-the
Meril-Prothom Alo Award cere-

FO for constitutional review commission

mony yesterday for her outstand-
ing contribution to Bangla music.
Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed, chair-
man of Biswa Sahitya Kendra, gave
away the award to Ferdousi Rahman
at the gala award ceremony at
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre in the capital.

Receiving the award, Ferdousi |

donated the prize money -- Tk one
lakh -- to the Prothom Alo fund for
acid victims.

The Meril-Prothom Alo Award- |

2007 for best singer went to Bappa
Muzumder while Balam won the
best male singer award and
Fahmida Nabi best female singer
award. LRB walked off with the
award for best band.

Imon won the award for best
male model while Monalisa for
best female model.

US embassy
closed May 25

UNB, Dhaka

The American Embassy, including
the Consular Section and the
Public Affairs Section with the
Archer K Blood American Centre
Library and the Student Advising
Centre, will remain closed on May
25 on the occasion of Memorial
Day, an American national holiday.

. Alliance Francaise de Dacca organises a = merit basis | former post and telecommunica-  RejaulKarimand RU unitpresident ~ Taher had detected 'piracy' in his  wasacquitted. q
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convening comimiittee.

Commander Reza-e-Sattar and
Khalequzzaman have been made
convener and joint convener ofthe 11-
member committee, a press release of
the Sangsad said here yesterday.

Abdul Moyeen Khan was made
member-secretary while the mem-
bers are M Aijuddin Ahmed Bir Pratik,
Commander M Abdul Wadud Sardar,

Discussion

ntv and Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) jointly organise a discussion on
"What sort of budget do we want?' Venue:
Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 7:30pm.

Seminar

Labour Resource Centre (LRC)
organises a seminar titled 'Food
sovereignty: Land reforms, climate
change and agro-fuel. Venue: WVA
auditorium. Time: 10:00am.

Literary meeting

Somoy... organises a literary meeting
with writers Ayesha Foyez and Selina
Hossain and the readers. Venue: The
Café C Square, Plaza AR, Dhanmondi
Time: 5:00pm.

Prize giving ceremony
Arla Food organises the prize giving
ceremony of Dano Chora Lekho Aar

Chobi Ako Contest. Venue: ICMAB
auditorium, Nilkhet. Time: 3:30pm.

Memorial meeting

A memoral meeting will be held to pay
tribute to former assistant editor of the
daily Jugantar Guishan Akhtar. Venue:
National Press Club. Time: 3:30pm.

Musical soiree

10:00am.

Photographic exhibition

A solo photographic exhibition of Mir
Shamsul Alam Babu begins today.
Venue: Dhaka Photographic Institute.
Time:4:00pm.

Seminar

Singapore School Kinderland organises
a seminar on "Early childhood care and
education’. Venue: Flambe Restaurant,
Guishan-2. Time: 10:00am.

Musical programme

Bangladesh Loko Sangeet Parishad
organises its 88th regular monthly
programme. Venue: Public Library
seminar hall. Time: 5:30pm.

Award giving ceremony

Women Entrepreneur Association of
Bangladesh (WEAB) organises 'Gala
award ceremony for SME entrepreneurs
from rural areas of Bangladesh with
cultural show.' Venue: Guishan Club.
Time:3:00pm.

Film show

Bangladesh Film Centre will screen
'Hamlet' stamng Lawrence Olivier lo
mark the 111th birth anniversary of the

Thundershowers likely

UNB, Dhaka

up here withan aim to builditup asa
centre of excellence where quality
education will be imparted to bril-
liantstudents by qualified teachers.

The curriculum of the academy
will be formulated in collaboration
with international baccalaureates so
the students could be taught in
global-standard educationsystem.

In Bangladesh, he said, quality
secondary education is important
alongside upgrading the quality of
teaching.

The academy will integrate each
local school with other in the network,
sharing ideas and experiences,
exchanging students and teachers so
that all graduates achieve globally
relevantcredentials.

Stressing the importance of under-
standing the rich Islamic civilisaton,
he said all are concerned about the
erosion of ethical values. It is not only
important to ensure the ethics in
government, but also in the civil soci-
ety.

He said the civil society can con-
tribute a lot to the development, but
if the civil society is undermined by
malpractice, one could imagine what
would happen.

The academy being established
on a 20-acre site at Bashundhara
housing estate atacost of$ 50 million
will teach pluralism, ethics, free-
market economy and Islamic civili-
sationamongothersubjects.

Prince Karim said the students
with all backgrounds would be

and financialinstitutions.

Daily Star Editor Mahfuz Anam,
Observer Editor Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, BSS Chief Editor Zaglul
A Chowdhury, AP Bureau Chief Farid
Hossain, Press Club President
Shawkat Mahmud and UNB Chief of
Correspondents Shamim Ahmad
joined the roundtable.

Prince Karim, who left Dhaka
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thatthey cannot contest elections.

“We have already incorporated
in the electoral laws provisions to
that end. But the war criminals
would have to be convicted if they
are to be adjudged disqualified
from the polls,” he observed.

The election commissioner said
political parties raised the issues
and made suggestions during the
dialogue with the EC between
Septemberlast year and February.

In its report on the talks, the EC
has made a set of recommenda-
tions in line with what had been
discussed with the political parties.

Those include the one for
amending article 70 of the consti-
tution that says a lawmaker from a
political party shall vacate his seat
if he resigns from the party or votes
againstitin parliament.

Defending the proposal, Sohul
said the lawmakers should have
freedom to express opinion in
parliament without fear of losing
membership.

He added, “Article 70 has long

been blamed for preventing law-
makers from playing due role in
parliament. So, it should be
amended in consultation with the
constitutional experts.”

Explaining theirstance in favour of
increasing the number of parliamen-
tary seats, he said back when the
number of parliamentary seats was
fixed at 300 the country’s population
was 7.50 crore. Over the years, the
population has doubled warranting a
rise in constituencies to ensure proper
representation of the electorates.

Similarly, Sohul said, the num-
ber of women reserved seats
should be increased with a direct
election system in place to help
empowermentofwomen.

Besides, he said, the govern-
ment can also consider introduc-
ing bi-cameral parliament and
proportional representation, a
system in which political parties
are represented in parliament in
proportion to percentage of the
vote they getin polls.

He however did not elaborate on
re-structuring of power between the

highest constitutional posts.

The issue regarding a balance of
power between the president and
prime minister has been much-
talked in the last fewmonths.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed in his address to the nation
on May 12 stressed the need for
power re-structuring among the
highest constitutional posts.

In response to criticism that the
EC is stepping beyond its jurisdic-
tion by making the recommenda-
tions to the govérnment, Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) ATM
Shamsul Huda has earlier said they
have not done anything outside
theirdominion.

"It is well within our jurisdiction
to make recommendations to the
government on issues relaung to
ensuring free, fair and credible
elections,” he said on February27.

Citing examples from the Indian
EC's practices, he said the CEC
there has made 58 recommenda-
tions to their prime minister
including the ones for amending
the constitution.

Sources said Ramna police
arrested Joynal soon after he came
outofthe jail.

However, Officer-in-Charge of
Ramna Police Station AKM Doulat
Akbar said, “We arrested him from

Maghbazar area under emergency
power rules (EPR).

Death anniversary

Tomorrowis the
first death
anniversary of
Aminul Hug
Tipu, founder
chairman and
managing
director of
Amin Group,
saysapressrelease.

On the occasion, a doa mahfil will
be held at his residence at Plot-63,
Block-E, Road-17 at Banani in the
cityafter Ast prayers today (Friday).

His relatives, friends and admir-
ers have been requested to attend
the doa mahfil to pray for his eter-
nal peace and salvation.

RU teacher, 3 others sentenced to death

FROM PAGE 1
and Jahangir's father Azimuddin
Munshi.

Mohiuddin, a brother-in-law of

were not allowed in the courtroom,

Security was stepped up in around
the court with two platoons of police-
men deployed frommoming,

The PP said the court was con-
vinced that Mohiuddin had
become hostile to his senior col-
league Taher as the latter's honesty
was a barrier to his promotion.

The court was also convinced

kept in his house the knife used in
themurder.

Asked why four Shibir men
including central office secretary

Rajshahi city Jamaat President
Ataur Rahman brought out a silent
procession on the court premises,
and expressed satisfaction. Salehi
showed victory signs raising his
hands.

Mohiuddin broke down in tears.
The three other killers however
expressed wrath against some RU
teachers shouting that they are

connivance with Salehi, promising
money, computers and jobs for
hired killers. Mohiuddin did this to
avoid damages to his career as

Local Jamaat-Shibir leaders
staged a big showdown in the city
with Salehi present there on
February 10, 2006. They asked
policemen to arrest Salehi ‘if they
can'.

Police had to delay pressing
charges till May 18 last year

vbecause of political pressure

although investigation was com-

teachers expressed disappoint-
mentoverit.

But Jamaat-Shibir was quite
happy about the verdict as Salehi

want to say nothing about the
court’s decision, our lawyers will
deal with it”,

Meanwhile, Salehi was freed
from Rajshahi Central Jail in the
afternoon. Hundreds of Jamaat-
Shibir men greeted him at the jail
gate and took him away.

When contacted, Sanjid said
they would challenge 'part of the

Anichur Rahman Chowdhury, yesterday for Paris, also laid the | that Mohiuddin was involved in  victims of their conspiracy. pleted over a year ago (in May o 4. .0 higher courts.
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ABM Azizul Haque Khan, Sirajul Alam squally wind is likely at one or two places over country's all six divi- jamaat khana for Shia Ismaili | his research papers since he tried  Dr S Taher Ahmed, professor of Trial of the case had started at .4 colehi could be punished
and NurulAlam Gias. sions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today. Muslims at Bashundhara. even to befool the court submitting  geology and mining, was killed on the public safety tribunal on June epending on the judicial confes-

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun- During his visit, marked by the | forged papeérs. : February 1, 2006 at the age of 59,  18lastyear : sions as investigators firmly spoke
PI'Of Harun made golden jubilee of his imamat, the Taher never behaved ill with  and police recovered his body from On August 20, Jahangir Alam

PSTU VC

| Prof Dr Md
Harun-or-
Rashid, dean of

try, Met Office said in a forecast.

LOMOTIToOwW.

Highest temperature 37.8 degrees Celsius was recorded yesterday
atJessore and lowest 21.9 degrees Celsius at Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:38pm today and rises at 5:12am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

prince called on President lajuddin
Ahmed, Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed, advisers to the carctaker
government and members of the
Shia Ismaili community.

Qulkhwani

Mohiuddin, the PP quoted the
judge as saying. Taher's findings of
piracy were enough to prevent
Mohiuddin's promotion, he
added.

About Salehi's acquittal, the
judge explained that although he

a septic tank well behind his cam-
pus residence on February 3.

He was murdered only a year
after the killing of RU economics
teacher Prof Mohammad Yunus.

According to judicial confes-
sions in the case, both Mohiuddin

Mollah, judge of the publotribunal,
refused to conduct the case citing
"unavoidable circumstances".
The Court of District and
Sessions Judge AR Masud on
October 7 stayed the case proceed-
ings for an indefinite period follow-

of hisinvolvement in the murder.
PP Jahangir Alam however said
Salehi was acquitted giving him
the benefitof doubt as there was no
prosecution witness or evidence
against him,
Littérateur Prof Hasan Azizul
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