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Italian textile machinery

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Finding Bangladesh textile
sector's continuous growth,

the Italian textile machinery

makers eye a greater market
share of their products here, as
they told a seminar in Dhaka
yesterday.

The local entrepreneurs
import huge machineries,
including finishing and spin-
ning, for textiles from Italy. In
2007, such machineries worth
31 million euros were
imported.

Held ata city hotel, the semi-
nar was attended among oth-

makers eye greater market
share in Bangladesh

ers by atleast 10 Italian compa-
nies who gave a presentation of
their products and services
before the textile entrepre-
neurs.

These Italian machinery
manufacturers include
Avantec Construzioni,
Mecchaniche Srl, Corghi Spa,
Mario Crosta Srl, Unitech
Textile Machinery and Jaeggli-
Meccanotessile Srl. There are
around 300 such companies in
thatcountry.

Abdul Hai Sarker, president
of Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA),
Alessandra Marcarino, deputy

trade commissioner at the
[talian Trade Commission in
New Delhi, and Sandeep
Chadha, seniortrade analyst,
and Luigi Noia, commercial
attaché at the Italian Embassy
in Dhaka, spoke on the occa-
sion.

[talian Trade Commission in
Dhaka in collaboration with
the Italian embassy here and
the Association of Italian
Textile Machinery
Manufacturers, BTMA and
Bangladesh Specialised Textile
Mills and Power-looms
Industries Association organ-
ised the seminar.

More homestead farming
could meet vegetable needs

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The increased cultivation of
vegetables on rural farmsteads
would substantially help meet
the country’'s demand for such
produce, agriculturalist said at
aworkshop yesterday:.

“We are working with farm-
ers to increase production at
homesteads. We would be able
to better meet our food
demand if we grew vegetables
on 1.5 crore homesteads in the
country,” IRRI Representative

for Bangladesh Dr Zainul
Abedin said at a workshop at

BRAC Centre Inn.

The FoSHol Coordination
Project, IRRI in collaboration
with Care, ActionAid and
Practical Action organized the
workshop aimed at strength-
ening farmers' access to
improved vegetable seeds for
homestead cultivation.

“Our annual production of
vegetables is about 20 lakh
tonnes. But it can be increased
much by bringing homesteads
under cultivation,” said SM
Monowar Hossain of FoSHolL-
Coordination Project.

He blamed poor quality seeds

and suggested using good qual-
ityseeds to increase production.

According to official data,
Bangladesh's yearly require-
ment for vegetable seeds is
about 2800 metric tonnes. Of
the total requirement, good
quality seeds constitute only 37
percent. The remaining 63
percentare poor quality seeds.

BARC Executive Chairman
Dr MA Razzaque said home-
steads could be one of the main
places for landless people to
grow vegetables. “But they
should be provided with good
quality seeds,” he said.
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Economist Professor Wahiduddin Mahmud (C) speaks at a discussion organised by Economic
Reporters' Forum in Dhaka yesterday.

Increase in farm subsidy

needed for food security
Says Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government needs to
increase agricultural subsidy
in the next budget for ensuring
food security against the back-
drop of soaring prices of
essentials both on interna-
tional and domestic markets,
economist Professor
Wahiduddin Mahmud said
yesterday.

“The government will have
to continue subsidy for oil and
increase the support for ferti-
liser to achieve food security,”
he said.

But, he said, it is very diffi-
cult to ensure food security
when the high food prices have
resulted in high inflation.

He said because of the
increase in subsidy budget
deficit may go up by one per-
centage point to 5 percent of
the GDP from existing 4 per-
cent.

The government also needs

to frame a realistic ADP (an-
nual development
programme), he said, disfa-
vouring government's more
borrowing from internal
sources.

Wahiduddin was addressing
a discussion on 'Budget for
2008-09: Reality and
Expectations' organised by
Economic Reporters Forum
(ERF) in Dhaka.

He said the prices of rice
cannot be reduced like the
prices of industrial goods, as
once the food prices reach high
it never comes down to the
previous stage.

However, efforts should be
put in reducing the rice or food
prices, he said.

The government should
increase the income tax ceiling
and create employmentoppor-
tunities so that the poor and
low-income group people can
cope with the high prices and
inflation, he said.

For creating more employ-
ment opportunities the gov-
ernment needs to focus on
agriculture and informal areas
where a lot of entrepreneurs
can create employment oppor-
tunities, he said.

Referring to the size of ADP,
Wahiduddin said size is not a
problem, its proper implemen-
tationisimportant.

Talking about legalising
untaxed or undisclosed money,
he said the facility should not
continue.

Speaking at the discussion,
National Board of Revenue
Chairman Abdul Mazid said
the next year's budget will
focus on agricultural, develop-
ing small and medium enter-
prises, protecting local indus-
tries, discouraging import and
reducing foreign aid.

President of Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
Annisul Huqg also spoke.

Govt looks for alternatives to
gas, says Petrobangla chief

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government is consider-
ing exploring alternatives to
gas, such as coal, in order to
ensure a secure supply of
electricity for industrial pro-
duction, Jalal Ahmed, chair-
man of Petrobangla, said yes-
terday:.

“A developing country
must secure industrial pro-
duction, and this is mainly
supported by an adequate
electricity supply, so we are
considering to emphasize
exploring coal seriously as an
alternative to gas,” said
Ahmed.

He was addressing a discus-
sion session on 'The Needs for
Energy Consumers” arranged
by International Business
Forum for Bangladesh in
Dhaka.

Bangladesh currently uses
70 percent of its gas to pro-
duce power.

“As the country suffers
badly from load shedding,
which has made our lives
difficult and hampered
domestic production, we
need an alternative to focus
on,” hesaid,

Third round block bidding
has become very important as
Petrobangla's forecast shows
a grim picture of gas supply

shortfall beginning from 2011.
With energy demand rapidly
increasing, the country has no
option but to tap all its poten-
tialsimmediately.

Responding to speakers,
Petrobangla chairman said
they would try to overcome
the weak sides of the model
production-sharing contract
(MPSC) 2008 to explore new
gas fields.

In his keynote paper,
Nazrul Islam, executive direc-
tor and CEO of Infrastructure
Investment Facilitation
Center (IIFC), said, the gov-
ernment needs to ensure
sufficient power supply and
the price to be reasonable to
secure the pace of industrial
growth in the country.

“To ensure a healthy GDP
and GNP, the government has
no choice other than securing
powersupply,” he added.

[slam suggested the gov-
ernment should make plans
to secure power supply by
taking steps such as develop-
ing coal as the second main
power generator and set-up
Coal Bangla to undertake the
development of the sector.

Ahmed said the govern-
ment is to announce the
national coal policy by June.

Mahmudul Ahmed
Chowdhury, president of IBFB
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and Jeffery Van Ness, resident
country director of
International Republic
Institute (IRI) were also pres-
entatthe discussion session.

DSE names 28 firms
for failure to hold
AGMs, pay dividends

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

28 companies have been iden-
tified by the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) as they have
failed to hold annual general
meetings and pay dividends
withoutacceptable reasons.

Of the 28 firms, Delta life
Insurance's annual general
meeting is at halt due to a writ
petition with the court, while
Oriental Bank's (now defunct)
share trading is suspended
since 2006.

A three-member team of the
DSE embarked on a mission in
December last year to identify
companies that were not hold-
ing their annual general meet-
ings and were paying dividends
withoutacceptable reasons.

However, following the
identifying mission by the DSE,
two companies German-
Bangla Foods and Savar
Refractories have declared
dates for holding their annual
general meetings.

June 2 is the deadline to hold
annual general meeting.

Earlier, the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC)
was given the authority to dis-
solve boards of directors of the
errant companies following a
court ruling. The High Court
vacated a previous stay order
on effectiveness of an SEC
notification through which the
regulator can dissolve and
constitute a new board.

As per the notification, the
stock market regulator will also
be able to constitute a new
board of directors of a com-
pany belonging to Z category
for a continuous period of one
year or more on the stock
exchanges. In 2002, the SEC
issued the notification for the
companies belonging to Z
category.

According to the notifica-
tion, the companies of Z group
will be given six months time
to overcome their problems.
In default, the SEC will dis-
solve the boards of directors
and constitute new boards by
involving the general and
institutional shareholders.
The new boards will be given
24 months time with all neces-
sary supports to run and
improve the situation of the
companies. If the new boards
fail to do so, the companies
will be given six months time
forliquidation.

“We have already submitted
the list of the companies to the
SEC,” said Salahuddin Ahmed
Khan, chief executive officer of
DSE, adding that the identifica-
tion process by DSE will con-
tinue.

“We will issue letters to the
identified companies remind-
ing them to hold the annual
general meetings before the
deadline,” he said.

In case of failure in holding
annual general meeting, the
stock market regulator may
dissolve and constitute a new
board to change the compa-
nies' fate, he said, adding that
the last option will be to de-list
the company.

Atpresent, outofaround 350
securities, 93 securities belong
tothe Zcategoryonthe DSE.

Govt support for
knitwear sector to
continue: Aziz

BSS, Dhaka

Adviser for Finance and
Planning Dr AB Mirza Azizul
Islam yesterday assured the
leaders of knitwear manufac-
turers of continuing govern-
mentsupportto the sector.

He gave the assurance at a
meeting with the leaders of
Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Associaton (BKMEA) at NEC
conference room at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar here, an official
handoutsaid.

The adviser said, textile
sector particularly the knitwear
industry is playing important
role in creating employment
opportunity and poverty allevi-
ationinthe country.

He asked the BKMEA leaders
to explore the foreign markets
so that the sector can eontrib-
ute more in the country's eco-
nomic progress. He also laid
importance on improving the
expertise of the personnel
related to the knitwear sector.

The BKMEA leaders sought
the support of the adviser to
remove the existing difficulties
of the knitwear industry. They
urged for increasing the
amount of the cash incentive
given by the government to the
sector and regular payment of
theincentive.
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Invitation for Tenders (Smgle Lot)

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

27 |Name of Official Invltlng Tender:
28 lbulnnltlun of ( Oﬁlclll Inviting Tender:
29 ' Address of Ofﬂclll Invl‘ti_ng Tender

:wl

————— = S— I—

GOVERNHENT OF THE PEOPLE'S H‘.EPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

' 'Mlmstrvfﬂmsmn

oy Ministry of Science and Information & Communication Technnlog‘b’ __-_ B

|Ea_ngladesh Cnrnputer Council (BCC)
Bangladesh Computer | Councul (BCC)

Not used at present
| Dhaka

|.—-_-..-.-..-._ i —

_|Agency:

Procuring Entity Hame

| Procuring Entity Code:

1
2
3
4
S 4 _|Procuring Entity Distnct
6
7
8

Inwtatmn For:

S a——— S— e P — a—

’Warks and Related Semces

———— .

S——————— = —

BCC{'S ystems-1398/2008

_ __| 18-May _2_{2!38

Invitatmn Ref N‘n' i

KEY INFORMATION

9 . Procurement Method

INC'T Open Tendering Method{DTH]

- ————— e —— — ke o

FU ND ING INFORMATION

e —— e ————

10 Budg:t and Source of Funds:

e —

11 Deuempment Partner

sl —

. —————e S - . =S —aEs

Revenue Budget{ GDB] " Nkt
|IN/A

PA RTICU LAR IN FORMATIDN

——— A — < - e ——————

12 'Project{Programme Code: _IN/A

13 'Project/Programme Hame (AR
14 |Tender Package No.: ; 025(!5;500? 08

15 ETender Package Name: _ ot F fF:t‘.HEr Optic Conneciwlty fur ﬁ\?é?nétandwidth
16 [Tender “Publication D:te {18-May-2008 T R T s
17 |Tender Last Selling Date: a2 June-2008

18 |Tender Closing Date and 'rlr_nE_ |15-June-2008 at_3:00 PM

- —— e ———

e e —— . B — . it e . ——

— a—— —— =

e — e —— e S_— 5 . e ——— —

19 1Tender Opening Date and Time: 15 June-20008 at t 3:30 PM

20 I Name & Addresses of the
Oﬂ' ices :

| Selling Tender Document:

1 1* Floor, BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
|'

| . Receiving Tender Document:

! 1® Floor, BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

| Opening Tender Document: |

F Conference Room, 1* Floor, BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
| Dhaka- 1207

i —— e ol

21 | Ptace!DatafTimn of
lPru-Tander Meeting :

g | 1000 TR 00 TN Eptie. i % _._,-J
IHFORH#TION FOR TEHDERER ﬁ

22 |Eligibility of Tenderer:

- ——— —— — —— T —— e

__|As mentioned in Tender Schedule

23 IBrIef nescriptlun of Goods or Fiber Optic Connectivity from BTTB (Moghbazar} to BCC & BCC to H.msw of Science
AN OTKEE o oo o |8ICT Yor Intemet Bandwidth., TR SRR O L
24  Brief Description of Related |As mentioned in Tender Schedule |
S'Ef"_‘FE!. P P I % = il
25 ]_P_ﬂcn_n_q_l'_]'an_qtr_ p_gcg_n_m_qnt P 1 _’[I_-: 500. 00 (Five Hugdrtd) I_n 7 cash (Non-Refundable) L e, ¥
26 | S SES—— I ——
Lot No, | Identification Location | Tender Security Amount (Tk.)| Completion Time
1 Fiber Optic Connectivity Dhaka 8,000.00 10 days

G — - —

Md . Zab b:d All Sorker

Euecutlve Director, BCC

e e —————

IB-CC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla N_ag_ar Dhaka 1_20?
Phone: 8144046 Fax: 9124626

S S S e e S e ey e e meam—
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e ———

Contact Details of Official Imrltlng
‘Tender

——— e — : e E—

31 ItThE prncunnq entity reserves the right to atccnt or reject anﬁall tender(s) without asslqnlng any ‘reason whatsoever.

GD-2433

— — — — —

d




