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New wood coating

product

hits market very shortly

Berger Paints, Becker Acroma tie up

Berger Paints Bangladesh
Limited has tied up with the
Sweden based Becker Acroma
as its strategic ally to launch its
new wood coating product in
the local marketvery shortly.

“We hope thatthe new prod-
uct will be launched within a
very short time,” A K M
Sadeque Nawaj, the company'’s
marketing manager, told The
Daily Staryesterday.

The product will address the
wood coating requirements of
the whole spectrum of the
indoor furniture like home and
office furniture, kitchen and
bathsetc, headded.

According to industry peo-
ple, around 25 per cent of the
total furniture market uses
modern wood coating like
polyurethane coating system.

Berger Paints holds more
than 50 percent market share
of the Tk 800 crore local paint-
ing market. The annual growth
of the sectoris 10 percent.

The company has some
major decorative, industrial
and marine products in the
local market, which include
Luxury Silk, Robbialac Easy
Clean, Acrylic Plastic
Emulsion, Robbialac SPD,
Weather Coat Long Life,
Weather Coat, Robbialac
Synthetic Enamel and Berger
Colorbank.

These products are sold
through the company's 5000
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The photo taken yesterday shows containers of Berger brand paint. Berger Paints Bangladesh
has joined hands with Sweden-based Becker Acroma to launch a wood coating product in the

local market soon.

outlets across the country and
there are two production units-
-one at Savar and the other at
Kalurghat Heavy Industrial
Areain Chittagong.

According to the company's
marketing manager, in 2007 its
turnover stood at Tk 360 crore,
while its annual growth was 25

percent.

Asian Paints, Roxy Paints,
Pailac and Elite Paints are some
main competitors of the Berger
Paints in the local market. The
domestic demand for decora-
tive paints is entirely met by the
local companies.

The decorative paints mar-

ket is largely dependent on the
implementation of the govern-
ment's Annual Development
Programme (ADP), as the prod-
uct's usage increases with the
construction of increasing
number of different establish-
ments under the ADP.
Reefat@thedailystar.net

Intel-Grameen deal on ICT-based

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Global computer technology
giant Intel has signed an agree-
ment with Grameen Trust to
form a new venture dedicated
to social and economic devel-
opment.

Intel Corporation Chairman
Craig Barrett announced this
while addressing the World
Congress on Information
Technology (WCIT) 2008 in
Malaysia on Monday.

The Grameen-Intel joint
venture aims to bring about
self-sustaining solutions based
on information and communi-
cations technology (ICT) to
help empower the world's
impoverished.

The initiative, which will be
launched in Bangladesh, is
based on the 'social business'
model created by Nobel Peace
Prize winner Dr Muhammad
Yunus, who founded Grameen
Bank in 1976 to promote

microfinancing and commu-
nitydevelopment.

“Technology offers the
means for scaling up our efforts
towards global change and
progress,” said Barrett, who
also chairs the United Nations
Global Alliance for ICT and
Development (UN GAID). “By
creating new business models
based on ICT, as Intel is doing
today with Grameen, we can
bring people the tools they
need to improve their future.”

"l am very happy to collabo-
rate with Intel in this new direc-
tion and create opportunities
for poor people to rise above
social and economic barriers,”
said Yunus, also the author of
the best-seller, Creating a
WorldWithout Poverty.

“I believe technology-based
services will provide the 'hand
up’ that people need to dis-
cover their full potential. Once
we show that this business
model works in Bangladesh, we

business services

hope the successes we achieve
there can be applied to the rest
of the developingworld.”

Grameen-Intel combines
Intel's technology innovation
and Grameen's extensive expe-
rience in creating economic
development and income-
generation opportunities at
the village level. The new com-
pany will use a private sector-
based approach to address
social and economic problems
such as poverty, healthcare and
education in developing coun-
tries.

Intel and Grameen foresee a
number of ICT-based services
and entrepreneurship oppor-
tunities growing out of such a
business model. Examples
include remote villagers
receiving medical attention
through internet connectivity,
rural communities being able
to order medicine locally
instead of having to walk 10
miles to a hospital, and families

being notified of money
received fromrelatives abroad.
According to Kazi I Huque,
the Intel manager serving as
the CEO of the joint venture,
“The creative usage of technol-
ogy has the potential to make a
real impact on people in the
developing nations who today
arenotpartofthedigital age.”
“To narrow the gap, we must
address specific needs at the
grass-roots level,” Huque said.

Belgium orders
Siemens trains
for 1.4b euros

Siemens Mobility Division has
received an order from Belgian
rail operator Société Nationale
de Chemins de Fer Belge
(SNCB) to supply 305 multiple-
unit trains to be used in
Belgium's regional rail service,
says a press release.

The contract signed recently
is worth more than 1.4 billion
euros and marks the biggest
order Siemens has ever
received in the rolling stock
sector.

The first trains will be manu-
factured at the Siemens plant
in Krefeld-Uerdingen in
Germany beginning in the
summer of 2009 and are sched-
uled for delivery in the period
from 2011 to 2016.

The trains are based on the
design adopted for the new
Siemens platform for regional
trains.

The Desiro ML can accom-
modate 280 passengers and
has a top speed of 160 km/h.
With a low boarding height, it
also offers easy access for pas-
sengers with impaired mobil-
ity.

The Desiro ML design meets
current European standards
and is therefore especially well
suited for operation in all
European countries. The first
vehicles of this new product
line are currently in the com-
missioning phase in Krefeld-
Uerdingen.

Ericsson wins
SingTel’s
S$220m
contract

Singapore Telecommunic-
ations Limited (SingTel) has
announced that it is Investing
$$220 million in its 2G and 3G
mobile network expansion and
enhancement programme and
has awarded the contract to
Ericsson Telecommunications
Pte Ltd, says a press a press
release.

SingTel's 2.57 million
mobile customers now enjoy
superior 2G and 3G mobile
network service and coverage
island-wide, both indoors and
outdoors.

Ericsson will deliver to
SingTel a complete, future-
proof IP-based radio and core
mobile network, designed to
carry large volumes of traffic
efficiently and effectively.
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TIB chief for detecting income
tax law loopholes to
stop corruption
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The government can stop cor-
ruption and generate more
revenue by the enforcement of
an effective income tax law,
suggested the chairman of
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) yesterday..

“The presentincome tax law
has many loopholes and often
fails to identify the sources of
income of a person or a com-
pany,” Prof Muzaffer Ahmad
told a roundtable, pointing to
the fact that many politicians
and businessmen have taken
advantage of this and did not
paydue taxes.

The Bhorer Kagoj, a Bengali
daily, organised the roundtable
on Budget: Restructuring the
Taxation System and Ways to
Eliminate Corruption at the
NationalPress ClubinDhaka.

The TIB chief said, “Govern-
ment should first identify the
loopholes of the existing law
and make necessary amend-
ments if it wants its anti-
corruption drive to be success-
ful.”

Muzaffer also urged the
government to take all steps
necessary to make Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
and Truth Commission a suc-
cess.

He said corruption prevails

o

construction works as under:-

Meghna Petroleum Limited
(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation)

58, Agrabad C/A
Chittagong

Tender Notice
No. Pur: 067 & 094

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the 1% class contractors enlisted with gowvt./semi-govt./autonomous bodies for

Sl. No. ‘ Description Tender No. Tender schedule cost (non-refundable)
1. Construction of filling gantry pump house | PUR: 067 Tk. 1000/- |
and other related works at Barisal depot. Il}l';:l 31/01/2008 | (one thousand) only
(3® Time)
2 Construction of 1* floor and modification | PUR: 094 Tk. 800/-
. of ground fioor of the office building at | Dt.  03/04/2008 | (eight hundred) only
Jhalakati depot. (2™ Time)

schedule:-

concemned authority

lac for tender No. 094,

e~

| 602437

a.  Certified copy of work order/purchase order from govt/semi-govi./a
Tk 15 (fgﬂeen) lac rfo‘r tender No. 094 and 35 (lhirty-{ive_) lac fo
construction work m;h;\;;sto': yme:::g:aﬁ E;m :Jg:g :::r 'work completion certificate for the same from the

:_ m g‘t ﬂﬁ:ﬁ: :r: dc;aisi;ﬂs_.hnmt 'certmcaze enhjsted with govt./semi-govt /autonomous bodies.

" e}t e forunderang iy e ofcosnstion e o o s o Ot T 35

Interested bidders may collect the tender schedule from 6ur Purchase/Cash Section at 59 Agrabad C/A, Chitta

and Meghna Bhaban, 131, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka against cash payment (non-refundable) on all wmkinb daysm
Sunday thru Thursday within 1500 hrs. up to 02-06-2008.
The bidders are to submit the certified copy of the following documents at

Copy of income tax registration/TIN certificate,

Copy of VAT registration certificate.

List of tools/equipment and manpower (technical) of the bidder's firm.
The bidders are to submit the tenders in 2 (two) separate envel
The sealed tender (both technical and financial) must be d
Chittagong and Dhaka Office latest by 1500 hrs. of 04/06/2008, The
day al 1515 hrs. in presence of bidders (if any). The price offers
opened lateron, date and time of which will be communicated to them by confirmation letter.
All other terms and conditions will be as per tender schedule.

The company reserves the right to accept any tender or to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason.

-

the time of purchasing of the tender

utonomous bodies amounting not less than
r tender No. 067

in a single order for civil

ope one for technical offer and other for financial offer.
ropped in the tender box

kept at our abovementioned

technical offer only will be opened on the same
of the technically successful bidders only will be
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everywhere in the society that
it is not possible to uproot it
overnight but mass awareness
against this vicious circle of
corruption can improve the
situation.

The proposed Truth And
Accountability Commission
(TAC) will have the power to
hold closed door hearings on
corruption or corrupt practices
in certain cases, although those
will be public hearings.

“The main objectives of the
ACC and the proposed TAC will
only bear fruit if existing laws
are changed with proper guide-
lines,” headded.

In his keynote paper,
Jahangir Alam Choudhury, an
iIncome tax lawyer, said govern-
ment has some drawbacks
regarding a successful ACC and
Truth Commission-due to the
lack of manpower-and experi-
ence.

He suggested that the gov-
ernment may overcome the
limitations by involving the
income tax department with
ACC and Truth Commission to
make it more efficient.

Ali Ahmed, member of the
National Board of Revenue
(NBR), said NBR often fails to
function properly in terms of
revenue collection due to staff
shortage.

M Hafiz Uddin Khan, a for-

TIB Chairman Prof Muzaffer Ahmad speaks at a discussion on Budget: Restructuring the Taxation
System and Ways to Eliminate Corruption at the National Press Club in Dhaka yesterday.

mer adviser to the caretaker
government, and Naimul Islam
Khan, editor of the Bengali
daily Amader Shomoy, were
also present at the roundtable.

KSA seeks to
import rice
from India

--------------------------------------------------

Reeling under shortage of rice,
SaudiArabia, one of theworld's
top rice buyers, has
approached India to discuss
issues relating to its supply,
including possible lifting of
restrictions on exports to the
Kingdom.

The Council of Saudi
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry is in touchwith indian
officials on the issue of rice
imports, Rajeev Shahare, dep-
uty chief of the Indian embassy
in Riyadh, said.

The whole issue of Indian
rice exports to Saudi Arabia
was discussed during the visit
of Montek Singh Ahluwalia,
deputy chairman of Planning
Commuission, to the Kingdom
early this month, said Shahare,
adding that there was no export
ban on high-quality Indian
basmatirice.
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Yam Matrix that we re

GRINDLE
KANECARON
MELANGES
MERCHARIZED
MODAL
ORGANIC
PC/PVC/P/V/C

MATRIX EXIM LTD.
Central Road, Lane # 8, House # B-110 (2™ Floor), New DOHS, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1206

PIMA
SLAD

SO SMOOTH

VISCOSE

SO PURE
SO SURE

S-TWIST

TFO

SO CHI

Tel: 880 2 8828593, 880 2 8816390, 880 2 8857135, 880 2 8857137, Fax: 880 2 8814430
Mobile: 880 171 304 7979, E-mail: abduiwadud2002@yahoo com
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