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[ really don't know what to say about
Chuadanga jail incident. I think lack of sense of
responsibility is killing our nation completely in
every sector. Four top outlaws were keptin a cell
which was not at all fortified. How silly! I have
read that the quality of the substances (like
cement, sands etc) with which the cell was built

the

danger but also inviting trouble for themselves.
The prison guards are certainly responsible for
thisincident.

The people responsible for this incident
should be punished and the government should
take some necessary steps so thatsuchincidents
are notrepeated in future. We have to learn from

leaders from the jail remain
unresolved till the political parties
agree to sign the "National
Charter”. This will undoubtedly
include a bunch of undemocratic
provisions to deliver an
undemocratic model of
governance. Does Bangladesh
deserve such a finishing in politics!

I think it is appropriate to

student as protected by the
constitution, The commission’s
report on student politics is highly
debatable, and a source of
controversy, conflict and disunity
in the education sector. Do we
want that to happen? Think twice
before taking any decision on
curbing student politics. " Lejur
Britti" isapplicable notonlyto the
student community but also others
like teachers, officials, civil society
and soon!

Thanks to the Chief Adviser for
addressing the nation and
straightening up some of the
burning issues. Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed hit the bull's eye territory
by declaring 3rd week of December
2008 as the time for the next
general election.

However, my primary interest

meanness of power-thirsty
politicians. Let the people
appreciate the political leaders for
tangible results and vision. Above
all, let the people participate and
pick the candidates who can
deliver.

AbuAbdullah

One-mail

Only in Bangladesh perhaps does
one come across such blatant
disregard for one's fellow citizens.
[ don't believe that any child or its
parents wake up one fine day and
declare that his future lies in
rickshaw-pulling. It appears that
ever since the British colonial
rulers imported this mode of
transport from China, unskilled
men and boys from poor families
have had to drift to this awful and
demeaning occupation,

pedestrian crossings and clean and
reasonably priced public
transport? When [ first
encountered the term "VIP' roads I
assumed it stood for something
else there must be others like
myself who find this term offensive
which belittles the majority of the
population.

One fails to understand the illogical
and irrational behaviour of Mynamar s
military junta. In this hour of grave

“rudimentary” aid so far has only
managed to reach just 270,000 people.
With the death toll, according to UN
Assistant Secretary General Catherine
Bragg, at 100,000 and with 2 million
cyclone victims suffering from lack of
access to food, shelter, clean drinking
water, diseases (such as cholera, fever
and other illnesses), the military
regime must act in a much more
responsive manner. They cannot
afford to reject visas to disaster

for days and not distribute it.

The international community is ready
the disaster-struck people of
Myanmar. So, based on humanitarian
grounds, the military junta cannot
ignore the assistance as already tens of

to help
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thousands of people are at risk of

starvation and disease and many lives

opposed to allow in aid, Thailand, India and China
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¥  Ashraful'sleadership

I would like to ask Mohammad
Ashraful why he is hanging on to
the captaincy, even after
performing so poorly in recent
times. | know he might point his
finger towards his lone century that

their patience, sincerity and
humanity that they showed during
the 17-hour operation.

I would request our doctors in
Bangladesh to follow the example
setby thosedoctorsin Bangalore.
Dr. Fariduddin Ahmed Majumder

restrictions. There is no political
statesmanship in the address.
Nothing was said about the present
economic hardship of the people.
Freedom of expression, press
freedom and free information flow
are still restricted. The survival of

Commission is relatively clean and
self governed, the country is under
better rule of law compared to the
last decade and the independent
judiciary is in its infancy. To me,
these 4 pillars are absolutely
necessary to prepare the country
for the election. Hence, we are
moving in the night direction. We
expected more transparency from

fossil fuel dries up soon?
Rickshaw-pullers are caught
between the frustrations of their
passengers and the beleaguered
traffic police who often vent their
anger on them. Note how often
traffic police will batter a rickshaw-
puller for offences for which they
dare not punish a car driver? Note
how often people here will use a

misuse of power and corruption.
One-eleven has unveiled the
burkha and we have seen your
faces. Even then, there is no
alternative to you; you would be
ruling us alternatively. Please
forget your old days when your

be used for verification. The
national ID card has no beanng on
the verification of voter. The
commissioner also mentioned very
casually about the progress of voter
list but notin any meaningful details
forus to understand where we stand

DS online version

[ am an expatriate who reads your
newspaper everyday to keep up
with what is happening there on a
day to day basis. 1 have been away
from Dhaka for over 25 years and
living mostly in the US since I left
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he might claim to be the BEST
player of the country. But sound
reasoning Is missing in our
assessment of not only the players,
but also our performance in the
international arena
ShopnilMahamud
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Nowadays we are talking about the
call centre business prospects, but
are we really ready to welcome and
develop this business? In the past,
we missed many good
opportunities in this sector due to
lackofgovernment patronisation.

My request to the government &
the entrepreneurs-- please try to
make the best use of our talents
and resources,

Md.Mahfuzur Rahman

political parties have been
discouraged to join the dialogue
with the government through
imposition of well-articulated
conditions in disguise. The
political parties, except a few
minor ones, are not satisfied.

You need not go to the "Harvard
School of Government” to conclude
that the net output of the CA's
address to the nationis 0+0=0.Ther¢
s no check and balance and

expectation. Now it is time to pay
more attention to transparent
actions.

I appreciate the speech of Dr
Fakhruddin where he sets some
topics of the dialogue. Basically, he
is asking for an exit strategy with the
continuity of the good work that
they did. He wants a commitment
from the political institutions to
ideology, values and vision.

We . need).a consensus on
nurturing revenue-generating

fares when it is apparent that they
would not think twice about
spending double or triple that
amount for something else? Note
how often passengers treat
rickshaw pullers like beasts of
burden? How many Bangladeshis
can you fit into one rickshaw and
how many ever feel any shame
about being carried and pulled by

one thinrickshaw puller?

Until and unless they are

Thereisno scope of goingbackto
the days of pre-one-eleven while
you distorted history, abandoned
the on-going projects started by
your predecessors, siphoned oft
state money to foreign countries,
blocked trial of militants and killers,
guarded your polling booths with
your musclemen and so on. The
foreign investors and business
partners are lookingatyou.

Please remember the state is

legal battles to free them!

electoral boundaries, but a writ has
already been filed in the HC against
the delimitation process!

The BBC Bangla also carried out
an interview of the chairperson of
the FEMA. She expressed the hope
that the preparatory work would be
complete in time, but was not very
specific. FEMA is a stakeholder in
the election preparatory work as
mobiliser of voters,<e they sheuld
be able to provide a more concrete

disappointed since your paper
does not carry as many images as
an online versionshould.

A new hotel opens its door/ A
sculpture is now on display/New
highway....., news this
immediately generates interest
about how they look . But [ don't
see pictures all the ime
[shtiaq Chowdhury
One-mail
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Our national football coach's detailed clinical
analysis was published in a local English daily
(May 13). His description of our team's
deplorable performance in Kyrgyz Stan was
masterful! If our team could have played even
ata quarter of the quality level of the coach’s in-
depth analysis, we would have cut a better

figurein the tournament.

Here I would like to quote the coach. He said
"When you have a one goal lead with only ten
minutes to go; the usual practice is that all the
players will fall back,

the skill in teaching (by coach) and not the
learning by the students (the footballers)! 1
hope the coach realises that the failure is
fundamentally his responsibility and none
other’s! He just can't "pass the buck on" by his
statement and wash off his responsibility!
However, itis now all water under the bridge,

but the issue raised here should be seriously

and launch

considered by BFF and our sports authorities.
We must ensure that such expensive outings,
with nothing to show, can no longer be
tolerated. Why not incorporate a

to execute and uphold those rules.
We want our politicians to fulfil
their commitments. We want our
elected representatives to go to JS
every day to justify the paycheck.
We want to see what they are
discussing and would like to track
the progress every day. Bangladesh
has never been better equipped for
this than today. We have a number
of newspapers and dozens of
radio/TVetc.

We have been asking for reform
in the political parties over a year
now. But I fail to see any tangible
progress in this sector. None of the
political parties could come out
with a “path of leadership” within
the party itself. Hence all the major
political parties today are divided.

I would urge the CTG and the
political parties to host every
dialogue session in a transparent
venue. Let the people hear what the
parties say. Let them experience
how you solve a gridlock; let the
people know about the utter

The CA in his address to the nation
declared a tentative national
election time frame. And to pave
the roadmap, among others, he has
declared his government's
withdrawal of restrictions on
indoor politics nationwide,
unconditional dialogue with all
political parties to frame a national
charter to hold a free, fair and
credible election. The address has
cleared the clouds of doubts
among the public about the
present government's intentions.
We profusely thank him. We are
also happy to note that unlike other
times, all the politicians have
expressed cautious but positive
reaction to his speech.

The ball is now in the court of
the politicians. Instead of inciting
unrest in the name of getting out
your leaders from jail, you should
cooperate with the government to
hold the election smoothly. Many
of your leaders are proven guilty of

the donors are satisfied with the
address of the CA. They also
expressed their full confidence that
the election preparations were
progressing well and the voter list
would be ready in time for the
election. Our respected guests from
abroad are well informed about our
ground realities. They are financing
the voter list preparations. There is
every reason to defend their funding
which has accountability. But they
have never explained to us what
makes them so sure about all those
episodes when Bangladeshis
themselves are not yet sure, despite
atimeline for generalelection being
declared by the CA.

We have not yet seen any
concrete picture of the progress of
the voter list atupazila level. After
18 months an election
commissioner has clarified in a talk
show that there Is no voter 1D as
such, the voter list would include
the picture of the voter which would

wrong to be optimistic. But the
question is: please give factual
details which can be verified to
corroborate your optimism.

I would be very happy if I could
share the same optimism with our
donor friends. But I cannot,
because the people of Bangladesh
are not in agreement with the
opinion of the donor agencies. To
me, the address to the nation by the
CA is missing the political realities
and lacks statesmanship. The
political dialogue is heading for a
negative result and would create a
new political issue for the
government to take the hard line
and the politicians would be
blamed as usual for that situation.
Inter and intra party conflicts from
the grassroots to the national level
cannot be ruled out, if the
government fails to maintain its
political neutrality.

Anobserver
One-mail

people of these countries this is
normal. The cost of living is higher

- due to higher heating costs, but

there are more financial
opportunities to help deal with this
particular problem.

[ started my career in the city of
Halifax, Canada. This city is an
education centre where there are a
variety of educational institutions
Even though it is part of North
America, this city seems more
European because people here are
sober and very reserved. 1 don't
have much experience with this
culture or that of Europe, but
compared to home, Bangladesh,
people here are quieter, busier, and
enjoy more individual freedom.

December through January is
an exciting time of the year all over
the world because of Christmas,
NewYearandsoon.

Dr.Hasan M. Fida
Dalhousie University, Canada

Greenhouse Effect

Greenhouse gases are the components of the atmosphere
that contribute to the Greenhouse Effect. The major
greenhouse gases are the- carbon dioxide, methane, water
vapour, ozone, nitrous oxide, chlorofluorocarbons etc.
Generally, the earth is heated by the sunlight and some of the
heat that is absorbed by the earth is radiated back into the
space. The important feature of greenhouse gasesis that they
absorb certain infrared wavelengths. Thus, they trap heat in
the troposphere and stop it from escaping to the space. The
net result of the heating of the earth's surface by this type of
phenomenon isthe Greenhouse Effect.

Human activities generate several different greenhouse
gases that contribute to climate change. Globally, more than

80%

of human carbon dioxide emission comes from

transportation & industrial sources. The remaining 20%
comes from biomass burning & deforestation; about half of

the current methane emissions

i1s derived from solid waste

landfills and coal, oil & gas production; CFCs are generated

The Greenhouse Effect
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which is a major threat to the low-lying countries, severe
floods, adverse affects on global food production, melting of
polaricecapsetc.

The developed countries are the main contributors to
Greenhouse Effect through their industrial activities from
which huge quantities of these gases are released and we,
people of the developing countries, suffer most. So, for the

practised and still the players did not follow
instructions?

Either way, the blame has to be shouldered
by the coach. As an old but very appropriate
saying goes: "If the students have not learned,
then the teacher has not taught!” The lack is In

the team's performance in terms of results in
each game. Only then will the eyes and ears of
our footballers and the coaches will open to

realities, beyond a tourist trip taken for granted!
S.A.Mansoor

Dhaka

betterment of the earth, we should take some
steps to minimize the Greenhouse Effects like
reduction in the use of fossil fuels, extensive
forestation, conservation of forest, reduction in
the use of automobiles, ban on CFCs & nuclear
explosion, effective check on the growth of the

population, encouraging community forestry etc.
Shimul Roy

Department of Environmental Science &
Resource Management

Mawkana Bhashani Science & Technology
University
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