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Pakistani foreign secretary Salman Bashir (R) shakes hands with Indian counterpart Shivshankar Menon upon his
arrival at the foreign ministry in Islamabad yesterday. Nuclear rivals India and Pakistan held talks on Tuesday aimed
at kickstarting their slow-moving peace process, in the first such contact since a new civilian government took

powerin Islamabad.

Bus crash in
Nepal kills
up to 45

AFP, Kathmandu

Iwenty-hve pilgrims have been
Killed in a bus crash in Nepal and
around 20 more are missing
presumed dead, police said
Tuesday.

[he overcrowded bus skidded
oft a mountain road and plunged
into a fast-flowing river on
Monday.

"Eight more bodies were pulled
from the river this morning, " sald a
police official in Dang district, 280
kKilometres (175 miles)
Kathmandu.

“The confirmed death toll is
now 25, and 34 people are undergo
Ing treatment at various hospitals.”

Police said that the bus was
carrying around 100 passengers
when it sped oft the road and
plunged 100 metres (yards) into the
Raptiriver.

Most of those on the bus were
pilgrims heading to a Buddhist
testival, local media said.

"We fear there are abour 20
bodies in the submerged bus,” Tej
Prasad Poudel, a senior local offi-
cial told AFP
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Heavy fighting rages
thru' Lanka's north
15 killed in clashes

AFP,

Colombo

At least 12 Tamil Tiger rebels and
three government soldiers have
died in renewed clashes In
northern Sri Lanka, the military
said yesterday

The fighung, which took place
late Monday, was centered around
the regions of Wel1 Oya, Janakapura,
Andankulama and Kokkuthuduwal,
military spokesman brigadier
Udaya Nanavakkara said.

Three policemen were
wounded when a grenade
thrown police post in the

northern district of Vavuniva on
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[uesday, the military said, blaming
the artack on the Liberation [1gers
of Tamul Eelam (LTT1
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a paramilitary policeman while he

on duty iirthe southern town ol
e Monday

the detence

ministry said. :

[t also accused the
killing an ethnic Tamil civilian
while he ate inside a cafe in the
northern town of Vavuniya on
Monday night.

The latest casualty higures bring to
3,786 the number of rebels the gov-
ernment says it has killed since the
start of the year, while 289 soldiers
have died in combat during that
nme.

[he figures cannot be independ-
ently verified as the government bars
media, aid workers and rights groups
fromwisiting frontline areas

Violence escalated since
Colombo pulled out ol a six-year
truce with the LTTE, which is fight-
ing for [amil state, In
January
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Pakistan looks set to cut
Musharrat's powers

Constitutional amendment package in final stage

P11, Islamabad

Pakistan government is giving
finishing touches to a sweeping
constitutional amendment pack-
age that will clip President Pervez
Musharral’s powers and pave the
way for reinstating judges sacked
by him last year, an issue that has
imperilled the fragile ruling coali-
tion,

“The draft is almost complete
anditis being finalised, There are a
number ol amendments in the
package,” Law Minister Farooq
Naek, who has been workingon the
package with a team of legal
experts for the past fewdays, said.

lhe package, which will be
tabled in Parliament as the 18th
Constitution Amendment Bill
before the forthcoming budget
session, would balance the powers

between the President and the
Prime Minister and introduce strict
punishment for subverting the
Constitution.

Experts sald it would "drasti-
cally” alter the Constitution and
will be bigger in scope than the
eighth Constitution amendment
introduced by late military ruler
Gen Zia-ul-Haq nearly 23 years
ago.

Asif Ali Zardari, the Chairman of
the ruling Pakistan People's Party,
has given "specific instructions”
that the "feelings and opinions of
all sections of society, including the
hopes of the public and questions
of the legal fraternity, are tackled by
the package,” Naek said.

He said Article 6 of the
Constitution, introduced in 1973,
described any move to subvert
the Constitution as "high trea-

son” but made no mention of
which courts will try such cases or
procedures under which they
would be tried.

"We have changed the defini-
tion of treason. We will also amend
the High Treason Act (framed in
1973) and frame new rules,” the
minister told reporters on Monday
night.

Article 58(2b) of the
Constitution, which empowers the
President to dissolve the National
Assembly or lower house of
Parliament and dismiss the Prime
Minister, would be repealed
through the proposed bill, the
Dawn newspaper quoted sources
assaying.

This article was repealed by the
second government of PML-N
chief Nawaz Sharif, but was re
introduced by President Pervez

Musharral.

The President isalso expected to
lose his powers to appoint the three
service chiefs, provincial governors
and the chief election commis-
sioner (CEC).

The package will also change
the process for appointing the CEC
and provide financial autonomy 1o
the Election Commission.

The amendment to Article 6 and
relevant acts is being made to deter
judges from swearing allegiance to
military rulers and validating the
abrogation or suspension of the
constitution as was done after
Musharral imposed emergency
lastyear, the sources said.

Experts pointed out no action
had ever been against military
dictators who suspended the con-
stitutions or judges who validated
their actions.

Myanmar mourns for
78,000 cyclone victims

AP, Yangon

Myanmar began three days ol
mourning for some 78,000 cyclone
victims yesterday, after its ruling
junta appeared to relent to foreign
pressure to allow more outside
help forits storm survivors.

Flags at government offices,
schools and large hotels were
lowered to half staff to mourn for
['!'t‘ﬂ['.llt killed by Cyclone Nargis on
May 2-3. But there was no period ol
silence, shops were open as usual
and many people in Yangon said
they had little idea of u.hnt the
government-announced mourn-
Ing entailed

['he mourning began a day aftei
junta leader Senior Gen. Than
Shwe met storm victims in the
hard-hit Irrawaddy delta and
declared that the regime had
"promptly carried out rescue and
rehabilitation tasks,” according to
state-owned media
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The general said the govern-
ment, which has said it has spent
more than $45.5 million on its rehiet
operauons, It‘ui met immediate
needs such as food, shelter and
health care and was now moving
into thereconstruction phase.

But his assessment contrasted
withones from foreign aid agencies
and the United Nations, which said
that only some 500,000 of the 2.4
million storm victims have
received some form of interna-
tional assistance

"It is clear that the emergency
phase 1s set to continue for some
ume,” the United Nations said.

And the regime did agree
Monday to
bours to oversee the distribution of
foreign reliet to cyclone survivors

[t also approved a visit by UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
and prepared to host a meeting of
aid donors, while saying that losses
from the May 2-
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Conditons in the hard-hit low-
lying delta, remain precarious for
the survivors, who face disease,
malnutrition and exposure to the
elements. The official death toll for
the storm stands at about 78,000,
with another 56,000 people miss-
INng.

Heavyrainfell onthe deltaagain
Monday, said the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, noting that
such weather can have the benefit
of providing clean water for those
able to catch the downpour with
plasticsheeting

"However, the rain for many
others simply adds to the misery as
they look forward to their 18th
night in often wretched condi-
tions,” said the IFRC in a situation
report. "In addition, access to
already relatively inaccessible
locations 1Sy set -to remain, very
difficult.”

PHOTO: AFP
Residents from the Reiger park informal settlement move their belonging after
several shacks were burnt yesterday during violent xenophobic clashes on the
outskirt of Johannesburg. Nearly 300 people have been arrested following an
outbreak of xenophobic violence in South Africa's economic capital
Johannesburg that has so far claimed 22 lives, police said on Tuesday.

Delhi hopes to convince
Left on N-deal

PTI, London

Ahead of next week's talks with the
Left on the stalled Indo-US civilian
nuclear agreement, the UPA gov-
ernment has said thatithoped that
"national interest” will prevail and
it will be able to persuade its allies
who have reservations on the deal
to go ahead withit,

"The Indo-US civil nuclear deal
by a preponderous ove rwhelming
public opinion is re garded as pre-
eminently in the national Interest,”
Ashwani Kumar, Minister ol State
for Industry, told reporters here.

Noting that the UPA-Left Co-
ordination Committee would meet
in New Delhi on May 28, Kumar,

who had earlier served as
Additional Solicitor General ol
India, hoped "we will have a better
picture and understanding of the
situation” after the meeting.

"I hope that interlocutors of the
government will be able to per-
suade our allies who have reserva-
tions on the deal to go ahead with
it,” the minister said last evening.

Kumar said "itis justincompre-
hensible why this is being
objected to" keeping in mind the
demands for clean energy, consis-
tent with India's commitment
with the Millennium
Development Goals and the
requirementofan economy on the
high growth trajectory.

Nepal Maoists hit by
murder scandal

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Maoists were on the defen-
sive over their human rights record
Tuesday after being linked to the
abduction and murder of a local
businessman.

The family of fast food restau-
rant owner Ram Hari Shrestha, a
supporter of the ultra-leftists, says
he was taken to a Maoist camp late
last month and beaten to death
His body has notbeenfound.

The Maoists had accused him of
being involved in stealing 26,000
dgllars and a handgun from a
property he rented to them in
Kathmandu,

"The Maoist camp commandel
told my relations that my brother

died after beatings. The com-
mander said my brother's body
was thrown in the Narayani river,”
Gvan Kumar Shrestha, the victim's
brother told AFF.

On Sunday, Maoist leader
Prachanda accepted that “some
selfish elements” in his party killed
Shretha, and a senior party official
promised Tuesday to cooperate
with anyinvestigauon,

"We are deeply saddened by
what has happened. [tis the duty ol
the government to startlegal action
and we are ready to help in any way
we can,” top Maoist member
Dinanath Sharmatold AFP.

The official, however, also
played down the incident as “an
internal atfair.”

i3

PHOTO AFP
Acyclone-affected displaced family move to find place to shelter from rain in Shwepoughkan township, some 32km from
Myanmar’s biggest city Yangon yesterday. Myanmar lowered its flags on Tuesday to begin three days of mourning for
about 133,000 people dead or missing in the cyclone as Southeast Asia setto coordinate the much-needed relief effort.

ASHUGANJ POWER STATION COMPANY LIMITED

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Ashuganj, B. Baria-3402, Bangladesh.
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