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E1ECTION OLYMPIAD 2008 BEGINS IN RAJSHAHI

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The Election Olympiad 2008, a
countrywide knowledge-based
competition on election and poli-
tics, began at Rajshahi yesterday
with a call for ensuring participa-
ton of honest candidates in the
upcoming elections.

Shushashoner Jonney Nagorik
(Shujan) organised the event with
an aim to creating awareness
among citizens on election and
politics. Shujan Secretary Dr Ba diul
Alam Majumder was present on
the occasion.

About 500 students from differ-
ent colleges and universities in
Rajshahi took part in the daylong
competition while 20 winners were

'"Ensure participation of
honest candidates'

awarded crests and medals.

The winners were selected after
an hour-long question-answer
session on elections, its rules, con-
stitution, political parties and sys-
tem of governance inthe country.

The participants also
exchanged their views in an open
discussion and said they need a
corruption-free nation where their
rights would be protected.

Speakers at the discussion
underscored the need for estab-
lishing a corruption-free adminis-
gation and a truly responsible
political culture.

They said holding of a free and
fair election and ensuring partici-
pation of honest and competent
candidates can help establish and

sustain good governance,

Dr Badiul Alam Majumder said
there is no alternative to honest
and competent candidates for
establishing democracy.

He called upon all to vote for
honest and competent candidates.

Prof Nurul Alam, president,
Rajshahi district unit of Shujan,
chaired the discussion while
Shujan officials Zaituna Khatun,
Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mahbub
Akhtar, Tanvir Rubel, Tripti
Chowdhury, Subhe Sadik, Masudul
Karim and Mahbubul Alam spoke.

The Election Olympiad will be
held at Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna,
Sylhet and Barisal metropolis and
seven other municipalities in
succession,

national charter as they are not
elected government,” Jauya Party
Chairman HM Ershad, who chaired
the meeting at JP Banani office, told
reporters.

"We -- the politicians -- will
formulate the national charter
through discussions among us,”
added the formerpresident.

Replying to a question, the JP
chief said national consensus gov-
emment before the election is not
possible, adding that it is possible
after the polls.

Ershad said holding a free and

; fair election is possible under the
'S presentgovernment.

The former army chief observed
that the country*would have fallen
in danger, if the emergency rules
were notimposedonJanuary 11.

He ruled out any possibility of

- assuming power by the armed forces.

JP opposes
govt move to
formulate

!
nat'l charter
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Jatiya Party (JP) at its presidium
meeting yesterday opposed the
initative of the caretaker govern-
ment to formulate the proposed
national charter.

The JP however, decided to
participate in the formal dialogue
with the government.

"The present government does
not have any right to formulate any
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Plan to s

tart BTV

edn channel

BSS, Dhaka

Education Adviser Hossain Zillur
Rahman yesterday said the govern-
ment is planning to turn the second
channel of Bangladesh Television
(BTV) into a 24-hour educational
channel with a view to boosting
distance learning programme.

"We have already taken neces-
sary steps by consulting with the
information ministry to start the
education channel as early as possi-
ble," he said as the chief guest at a
seminarin the city.

The chief adviser's office under
its 'Access to Information (A2l)
Programme’ and United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)
jointly organised the workshop to
consult the high officials of educa-
tion ministry and its affiliated
agency for setting e-governance
vision titled 'E-shikkha vision 2025'
at National Academy of Educaton
Management (NAEM).

Education Secretary M Ashraful
Mogbul chaired the workshop,
while UN Resident Coordinator
Renata Lok Dessallien spoke as the
specialguest.

Policy Adviser of AZI Programme
Anir Chowdhury made a presenta-
tionon 'E-shikkhavision 2025.'

The education adviser said the
present government has taken

various steps to bring reforms in
education system like changing
the examination processes to an
innovative system as it can pro-

duce more global standard human’

force.

"System of Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) examination will
be changed partially in 2010 and
changed fully by 2011 and after that
the system of other public examina-
tions will also be changed in an
innovative way," he said.

He also said changes will also be
made in textbooks and steps to be
taken to ensure distribution of
textbooks timely as part of the
reform process.

Mentioning the use of new tech-
nologies like ICT in the education
sector a must for ensuring better
quality, however, he said the new
technology should be understood
properly for ensuring its utmost
benehit.

The education adviser urged the
policy makers to take cost-effective
solutions as well as utilise the maxi-
mum use of assets as the country
faces resource constraints.

Additional Secretary of
Education Mozammel Haque gave
the welcome spéech and National
Project Director of AZI Programme
Mahbub Sarwar gave vote of
thanks.

AL observes countrywide hunger strike

FROM PAGE 1
through more vigorous agitation
programmes to be announced later.

The daylong event was the first
ever agitation programme by a
political partyin 16 months since the
promulgation of the state of emer-
gency when all political offices
remained closed due to the ban on
political activities across the country.

Leaders and workers of the AL
and its front organisations partici-
pated spontaneously in the
programme from 10:00am to 4:00pm
at the party offices at district, upazila
andunionlevels, said AL leaders.

In a few districts where there are
no offices of the party, the AL rented
community centres and auditornums
and built daises to accommodate
partymen.

Senior leaders of the party visited
different districts—also their first political
visits since January 11, 2007—to accom-

localleaders and workerswhich
created huge enthusiasm among the

level partymen.

_ The hunger strike programme had
N been announced at a meeting of the
party’s Central Working Committee on
May 14 to press home their six-point
charter of demands that include
release of Hasina to ensure her partia-
pation in the dialogue and upcoming
parliamentary election.

Addressing party men in different
districts during the programme, senior
Al leaders said they would neither join
the upcoming political dialogue with
the caretaker government nor take part
in the padiamentary election unless
Hasinaisreleased.

The AL president has been
detained since July 16lastyear.

As the grassroots level leaders
asked for announcement of tougher
programmes to free Hasina, the
central leadership directed them to
remain prepared for any kind of
programmes in the coming days.

The grassroots leaders also asked
the senior AL leaders to keep the party
united at any cost to realise the
demand. In response, the senior
leaders directed them to strengthen
the organisational capacity for
observing tougher agitation
programmes.

AL leaders Amir Hossain Amu,
Mukul Bose, Akhtaruzzaman and
Larif Siddiqui joined the hunger strike
in Gazipur, Abdur Razzak in
Narayanganj, Tofail Ahmed, Motia
Chowdhury and Abdul Mannan in
Munshiganj, Suranjit Sengupta in
Narsingdi, acting General Secretary
Syed Ashraful Islam and
Asaduzzaman Noor in Savar, Saber

Hossain Chowdhury in Mymensingh,
Sherpur and Jamalpur, and
Mahmudur Rahman Manna in Bogra.

"We have directed the party's
grassroots level leaders to strengthen
their organisational capacity for
realising the demand for the release of
our party chief Sheikh Hasina,” said
AL Organising Secretary Saber
* Hossain Chowdhury. He visited party
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leaders and workers at Trishal,
Phoolpur and sadar upazilas of
Mymensingh, and Sherpur and
Jamalpurdistricts.

Talking to The Daily Star, Manna
who visited Mahasthangarh,
Shibganj, Mokamtala and Kichak in
Bogra and Akhtaruzzaman who
visited different spots in Gazipur said
party workers spontaneously partici-
pated in the programme. They said
they also directed the party leaders to
remain prepared to observe vigorous
agitation programmes to press home
theirdemand.

Addressing hunger strikers in
Munshiganj and Narayanganj, AL
presidium members Razzak and
Tofail said the partywould not join the
dialogue and the upcoming parlia-
mentary election without Hasina
while no dialogue would be meaning-
fulwithouther.

Addressing partymen ata commu-
nity centre in Savar, Syed Ashraf saidno
election and dialogue would be held in
the country without Hasina. He said
the prices ofessentialswillnot decrease
and peace will not be restored without
herintervention.

Asaduzzaman Noor said by arrest-
ing Hasina the government has tried
to foil the upcoming parliamentary
election.

AL leaders AKM Jahangir Hossain,
DrHasan Mahmud and Mirza MA Jalil
were also presentin Savar.

Our comespondent in Chittagong
reports: The AL observed the hunger

strikein thecityalongwithotherdistncts
in Chittagong division. AL Presidium
member Ataur Rahman Khan Kaiser
and former lawmaker MA Mannan,
among other senior leaders, partia-
pated in the programmes organised at
deferent spots in Chittagong division
and urged the government to hand over
power to an elected government
through holdingafree and fairelection.

Our Khulna correspondent
reported that hunger strike was
observed at 12 spots in the city and at
40 unions of nine upazilas in the
district. Former state minister and city
AL President Talukder Abdul
Khaleque participated in the
programme.

Our Rajshahi University (RU)
correspondent said the university
unit of Bangladesh Chhatra League,
student wing of the AL, observed the
programme on the campus. Former
RU vice-chancellor Prof Saidur
Rahman Khan and AL leader AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton joined the
programime.

Our correspondents from
Narayanganj, Manikganj, Sirajganj,
Jhenidah, Munshiganj,
Thakurgaon, Gaibandha, Pabna,
Netrakona, Nilphamari, Kushtia
and Mymensingh reported that the
programme was observed at the
district unit AL offices with
participations of local AL leaders
and workers.
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Thundershowers likely

W

try during the period, Met Office

Sandwip.

1LOIMOTrTow.

City/Town Temperature
Celsius
Max
Dhaka 32.3
Chittagong 32.1
Rajshahi 34.2.
Khulna 34.5
Barisal 32.2
Sylhet 31.8
Cox's Bazar 30.9

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or
squally wind is likely at a few places over all the six divisions in the
next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-

Highest temperature 35.0 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Satkhira and lowest 21.0 degrees Celsius at Dinajpur and

The sun sets in the capital at 6:37pm today and rises at 5:13am

Highest and lowest temperature and humnidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

said.

in Humidityin *
percentage
Min Morning Evening
23.5 62 68
22.4 75 63
238 67 57
23.0 72 63
22.8 75 79
22.0 85 69
22.0 70 72

w

JCD activists

beat journo
at DU

DU CORRESPONDENT

Activists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD), student wing of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), beat a journalist on the
Dhaka University (DU) campus
yesterday over a trifling matter.

Jasim Uddin, DU correspondent
of the Jugantor and also a resident
of Kabi Jasim Uddin Hall, was
rushed to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) with serious
injuries in his head and hands,

Witnesses sald JCD activists
Zahid, Shaheed and Rizvi swooped
on Jasim at Suryasen Hall cafeteria
at noon, The incident was a sequel
to an altercation between Jasim
and Zahid over taking seats at the
cafeteria in order to have launch,
theyadded.

Dhaka University Journalists'
Association (Duja) submitted a
memorandum to the DU Vice
Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz demand-
ing punitve actions against those
responsible for the incident.

JCD DU unit President Hasan
Mamun said they would take
organisational actions against the
accused soon.

Tamim for
digging new
wells In

gas fields

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser's Special Assistant for
Power, Energy and Mineral
Resources Prof Dr M Tamim yester-
day stressed the need for digging new
wells in the country’s existing five gas
fields through 3D seismic survey.

He directed all concerned to
complete 3D seismic survey quickly
at Rashidpur, Titas, Kailashtila,
Sylhetand Bakhrabad gas fields.

He gave the direction at a meet-
ing on implementation progress of
annual development projects of the
Energy and Mineral Resources
Division in 2007-08 fiscal year and
reviewing revenue expenditure at
the ministry yesterday.

The special assistant also said all
would have to work through a coor-
dinated way for the development of
the energy sector.

The meeting was informed that
the work of well-digging to explore
hydrocarbon at Mobarakpur under
Petrobangla is expected to be com-
pleted by nextmonth.

Chemical
godowns
gutted 1n city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Residents were evacuated from a
10-storey residential building at
Armanitola in old Dhaka yesterday
after a devastating fire broke out at
chemical godowns housed in the
basement of the building, meant
for parking.

Fire fighters said they struggled
for four hours and a half from
8:00am to douse the flame that
originated at around 7:00am at
MTCTower.

Witnesses said police asked
residents of all 36 flats of the build-
ing to leave at around 9:00am, as
fire fighters could not control the
blaze despite all-out efforts.

“We asked the residents to
vacate the building with their
emergency goods to avoid any
unwarranted incident,” Officer-in-
Charge of Kotwali Police Station
Abdul Hannan told The Daily Star.

A resident of the area Moktar
Hossain said the ground floor of the
building is a chemical market.
Drums full of different acids and
other chemicals in the market
burst with big bangs creating scare
among the people.

Fire Service and Civil Defence
Deputy Directory (Operation and
Maintenance) Mizanur Rahman
said the fire might have originated
from an electric short circuit or
from a chemical reaction.

He said the damages caused by
the fire would be estimated after
the water is removed from the
basement.
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Discussion

Economic Reporters' Forum organises
a discussion on 'Budget for 2008-09:
Reality and expectations’. Venue:
Dhaka Reporters' Unity. Time:
10:30am.

Roundtable

Bangladesh Heritage Foundation
organises a roundtable on ‘Prospect of
national govemment in Bangladesh:
Hard power or soft power approach'.
Venue: Billa auditorium. Time: 9:30am.

Workshop

FoSHol-Coordanitation Project, IRRI
in collaboration with CARE, ActionaAid
and Practical Action will organise a
workshop on 'Strengthening farmers'
access 10 improve vegetable seeds for
homesiead vegelable production
system'. Venue: Brac Centre Inn. Time:
9:30am.

w

Army men collect water from a lake called ‘Veluar Dighl' in Chittagong yesterday. The water will be puﬂﬂedz‘:;:g’tfi::

army's water purification unit and then supplied to the city dwellers in different parts of the port city. The army has
taken this initiative to ease water crisls.

TRAIN-BUS COLLISION
Railway takes action

against 4 employees

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The committee formed to investi-
gate the train-bus collision at
Kalihati in Tangail on April 16
found the drivers of the bus and
train and three other Bangladesh
Railway employees responsible
forit.

The accident left 17 people
dead.

The railway authorities have
already taken punitive measures
against the four staffers, including
the driver and assistant driver of
Ekota Express, after the four-

member committee led by BR
official Abdul Awal Bhuiyan sub-
mitted its report recently, said a
press release of the railway yester-
day.

The reports said. bus driver
Abdus Samad was also responsible
forthe deadlyaccident.

According to the BR officials,

level crossing gateman Habibur
Rahman was dismissed and train
driver Dijendra Nath Chakrabarti
and assistant driver Abdul Karim
were suspended while departmen-
tal action was taken against sub-
assistantengineer Abdul Latif.

Man gets death
for killing wife
over dowry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A Bagerhat .court yesterday sen-
tenced a man to death for killing his
wife in 2005.

Additional District and Sessions
Judge Md Rezaul Karim handed down
theverdict to Shamim Kazi, a trader.

According to the prosecution,
Shamim strangled his wife Kajol
Begum during an altercation over
dowry at their home at Khadda village
in Bagerhat Sadar upazla on the
midnight of September 28 in 2005.

Neighbours caught him red-
handed while he tried to escape. He
was later handed over to the police
who filed a case the next day.

Hafiz slates govt for 'failure’

FROM PAGE 1
more attention in creating the
necessary atmosphere for polls.

Criticising the caretaker govern-
ment, he said, "It could not do
anything for people's welfare even
though it has done many things
which were beyond its jurisdiction.
It could not build food security In
the country. It ‘could not even
generate one megawatt of power.
The country is lagging behind
including in poverty alleviation
and export earnings.”

"The government should hand
over power to elected representa-
tives without delay after holding
elections as it has no success
except curbing corruption,” said
Hafiz, acting secretary general of
the pro-Saifur faction of BNP,
during a press briefing at his
Bananihome.

Expressing doubt about the
upcoming dialogues between the
government and political parties,
he said the dialogues would not be

meaningful without the participa-
tion of the two main parties--BNP
and Awami League.

On his faction's participation in
the dialogue, he said they will
decide on it later consulting party
leaders. He said it was unfortunate
that the authorities did not men-
tion his designation in the invita-
tion letter for the dialogues.

"They [the government] should
not have arranged for the dialogues
as no dialogues have been success-
ful in the past and I think this will
also be unsuccessful,” he said
hoping that a united BNP would
participate in the dialogues.

Demanding release of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, he said it
would be tough for BNP to partici-
pate in the elections without her
presence.

He asked the government to
stop arresting political leaders.
"Many arrests were made. This is
enough. Now stop it and begin the
work for holding a free and fair

election,” he said.

Hinting at Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan and other leaders’ recent
surrender and arrest, he said the
"arrests” have put the elections
into uncertainty and the "free-style
arrest of political leaders™ was not

punishment
to killer rapists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

necessary atall.

About the proposed "national
charter”, Hafiz said the govern-
ment cannot impose it as only the
political parties can make a char-
ter to lead the country by reaching
a consensus on some major
issues.

He said if necessary the govern-
ment can hold a referendum to
have the people's opinion about
negative politics.

Asked whether his faction has
weakened after M Saifur Rahman
left the country and Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan surrendered, he said his
faction is not weak at all as the
former lawmakers of the party are
the main source of power in the
faction.

Bangladesh Christian Association
(BCA) yesterday demanded the

government o immediately arrest

and punishment to those involved
in the murder of ateenage girl, says a
press release.

The association also urged the
local administration to ensure
security of the victim's , say-
ing that the family members left
house and living in the city in fear of
the murderers.

The victim was identified as
Bitney Ashru D Silva, 14, of South
Bhadarti village in Kaliganj.

The assailants raped Bitney and her
mother and killed Bitney on April 30.

Mehedi, 24, Dulal, 28, Russel, 20
and Sohel were accused in the
murder case.

The demand came after a visit of
a l0-member delegation of the

association to the village home of
Bitney on Monday.

The delegation also met local UP
Chairman Abu Bakar, Parish Priest
of Tumilia Father Abel B Rozario and
Kaliganj Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Khandker Mizanur Rahman
separately.

“Discussion with the deceased's
father James D Silva in Dhaka proves
that the murder was pre-planned.
The assailants had been instigating
Bitney for long, but her parents
failed to get any help from local
administration. Such brutality
surpasses the middle-aged barba-
rism,” the release added.

The delegation included BCA
SeniorVice President Hubert Gomes,
Secretary General Nirmal Rozario,
Vice President Milon I Gomes and
Adwviseradvocate John Gomes.

Firoza Habib
Shamael, a
writer, died ata
city hospital
@ late on Monday
| night at the age
1 of 63, says a
pressrelease.

She was
suffering from breast cancer.

Firoza wrote under the pseud-
onym of Shamael. She was the
author of Srostar Shondhaney, An
open letter to the Pope and various
other works of fiction and non-
ficion. s

‘Shewas an active member of the
Bangla Academy, Bangladesh
Lekhika Shongho, Nondini
Shathitya o Pathchakra and various

other literary organisations.

She was laid to rest at the Kalshi
graveyard in Mirpur after namaj-e-
janaza at the Dhanmondi Tagwa
mosque yesterday.

Firoza is survived by her husband
MA Habib and three daughters.

Her qulkhwani will be held at
the Ullash Community Centre in
Dhanmondi, opposite the
women's sports complex, after Asr
prayerson Friday, May 23.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested to attend the prayers.

Eliminating graft, fraud

FROM PAGE 16
“ .Bangladesh is the first Muslim

country in which we have laid a
new academy foundation stone,”
he said, adding that the academy
will provide “world class education
for young men and women from all
backgrounds, irrespective of ability
to pay’.

To be one in the global network
of 18 such academies, the first of
which was opened in Mombasa,
Kenya in 2003, the academy would
be built on a 20-acre land at
Bashundhara Residential Area
involving over $50 million.

The Aga Khan, who succeeded
his grandfather Sir Sultan
Mahomed Shah Aga Khan to
become the Imam of the Shia
Ismaili Muslims on July 11, 1957 at
the age of 20, arrived in Dhaka on
Monday on a four-day visit.

Three principles worked behind

the setting up of the academy, the
first one being centrality of quality
education as an element in the
Islamic tradition, the Aga Khan
said.

"Qur traditional teachings
remind us of our individual obliga-
tion to seek knowledge unto the
ends of the earth and of our social
obligation to honour and nurture
the full potential of every human
life," he said.

The second principle is integrity
of local and national cultures. The
academy will connect its students
to global perspectives but will also
respect the central role of each
person's particular heritage as a
cornerstone of his identity, he said.

A sound education system
should help nourish the roots
people inherit from their history
which are a great source of strength
and joy and inspiration, he said,

vital for social progress

adding that this is why the Aga
Khan Academies will follow a dual
language curriculum in the native
tongue and English in order to
connect to the global society.

On the "compelling importance
of global partmership and universal
understanding in the face of forces
that would dangerously fragment
the world", the Aga Khan said, “In
the process of nurturing a healthy
sense of identity, we must resist the
temptation to normatise any par-
ticular culture, to demonise the
other, and to turn healthy diversity
into dangerous discord.”

This is why the academy curric-
ula will emphasise comparative
political systems, global econom-
ics, and cultures, pluralism and a
sound ethical foundation.

While educating for global
citizenship, the academy will
integrate each local school with

others in the network, sharing
ideas and experiences, exchanging
students and teachers and affirm-
ing that all graduates achieve a
globally relevant credential in the
form of the International
Baccalaureate diploma.

Education Adviser Dr Hossain
Zillur Rahman, who laid the foun-
dation stone and unveiled the
plaque of the Aga Khan Academy
jointly with Prince Karim, appreci-
ated the Aga Khan Development
Network's commitment and assis-
tance to the field of education.

Salim Bhatia, director of the Aga
Khan Academies, in his welcome
speech said once fully built, the
campus will comprise over 500,000
square feet of built space and play-
ing fields to accommodate a wide
range of sporting and athletic
activities.

AES pulls out of power proje
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competitors--Chevron (which
operates the Bibiyana gas field) and
Malaysian-South Korean joint
venture Powertek-Kepco. The
Sirajganj bid is left with just
Powertek-Kepco.

"Apparently the power cell
landed in this situation due to poor
advice from the IFC which at first
wanted Bangladesh to prioritise the
new Bibiyana power project over all
other old power project,” said an
official expressing unhappiness
over the development.

He adds, "The IFC then arbi-
trarily advised the power cell to
disqualify the lone Bangladeshi
bidder Summit from the Bibiyana
bid. The exit of Summit from the
Bibiyana project automatically
disqualified the company from the
Sirajganj bid. Despite repeated
appeals from Summit, the cell stuck
to IFC'sadvice.”

Industry insiders say AES with-
drew from the bid due to a number
of reasons. The first is the com-
pany's concerns that the govern-
ment has no clue about the current
world market price of power tariff--
which would be much higher than
2.78 cents per kilowatt hour that was

offered in 1998 for the first
Meghnaghat plant. AES believes
that the government will not accept
arealistic power tariff.

AES is also unhappy about the
arbitrary handling of the tender
process. "The past experience of
AES in the Haripur and Meghnaghat
projects was straight forward. As
long as the 1998 tendering process
was concerned, there was no allega-
tion of arbitrary bid handling’
sources said.

IFC and power cell's disqualifi-
cation of Summit in January did
raise a lot of question, since Summit
qualified for the World Bank and
Asian Development Bank's (ADB's)
$150 million loan for the Sirajgan)
power project whenitwon the bidin
2004. Summit did not get the con-
tract ultimately due to political
meanness of the BNP-led alliance
government which thought Summit
chief was a patron of the Awami
League government.

After IFC pushed out Summit
from the current bids--Summit felt
that it was done unjustly. The IFC
calculated the net value of Summit
at only $35 million, when the audi-
tor's report submitted to the power

cell puts the figure at $120 muillion.
In the tender, IFC suggested that the
qualified bidder must have a net
assetvalue ofover $100 million.

In both these bids, Summit had
world's leading turbine manufac-
turer General Electric (GE) as 20
percent stake holder. While talking to
The Daily Star, President of GE Power
Company Stephen R Bolze in late
March expressed surprise about the

r cell's rejection of Summit on
grounds of Summit not having
"enough” financial strength. He said,
"Summit is surely a capable com-
pany,” adding that while GE struck
partnership, itdid its due homework.

Chief of Summit Industrial and
Merchantile Corporation Aziz Khan
told The Daily Star from Singapore over
the telephone, "I wish Bangladeshi
people get electricity which is their
basicright However, the power cell has
chosen to disqualify the only local
company, thereby preventing local
capacity developmentin sucha crucial
sector. I am certain we would have
beenabletodeliver electricityon time.”

Both the large power projects
totalling 900MW capacity are still
inadequate to meet the future
power demands of the country. The

ct biddiné

two projects have also become
uncertain because of a volatile
market for power generation equip-
ment globally. Due to high demand,
power plant equipment is in short
supply now.

"However, it seems that Chevron
wants to push the project ahead
anyway because it wants a con-
firmed gas sales market for its
Bibiyana plant,” observed an indus-
try insider.

A PDB official said me‘%rld
Bank and the ADB are delaying the
release of tenders for the peaking
plants because of the unstnblte EP;E
(engineering, procuremen
cumgﬁuﬁom market. These peak-
ing projects are the 300MW
Siddhirganj, 150MW Khulna and
150MW Sirajgan) power plants.
"Only one equipment supplier,
Siemens, will be interested in the
peaking plants. Therefore, there
would not be any competition,

flicial.
Already bogged by 2,000MW plus
load shedding, the country will be
facing around 3,000MW load shed-
ding by the time the two large-scale
projects come into operation upon
successful bidding.




