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A palanquin awaits a weary traveller

GOLAM MOSTAFA JIBON, back from
Shahzadpur

Rabindra Jayanti was held with
much festivity at the Shahzadpur
Kacharibari in Sirajganj recently. Itis
opportune to consider the subse-
quent generations of Tagore's 250
palanquin bearers (commonly
known as "Bagdi”) from the
Bagdipara village in Shahzadpur
who now live amidst penury and
hardship.

have changed their ancestral pro-
fession, as the use of palanquin is

now virtually non-existent. Today

they cannot afford to buy palan-
quins and have been compelled to
ply rickshaws or work as day
labourers. Talking to The Daily Star,
Shreepado and Shree Tapon
Chandra, from the Bagdi commu-
nity, said that very few of the Bagdis
follow the trade of their family.
Most of the Bagdis do not send
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Generations of Bagdi families live in appalling conditions in Shahzadpur

to send them out for work.

Going down to days of yore, the
Bagdi families have been living in
the locale, since the time Tagore
came to Shahzadpur to supervise
his estate in 1890. The poet moved
about in a palanquin in the dry
season, and used a bajra (boat)
during the monsoons.

Tagore brought along nine palan-
quin bearers to the area -- among
them Shashee Bagdi, Kedar Bagdi,
Rabin Bagdi and Paral Bagdi along

district of West Bengal. Tagore also
allotted three bigha and 13 decimals
ofland as for them.

The nine families have now
grown to 35. While their family size
has increased, they have lost large
chunks of their land to the local
"heavyweights".

According to sources, the influ-
ential land grabbers occupied
around three bigha of the Bagdis'
land and set up buildings on the
land. Now the 35 families, with

tiny piece of land. Adding to their
misery are their appalling living
conditions -- marked by an absence
of sufficient sanitary latrines and
tube wells for drinking water. They
are forced share one latrine, a tube
well and a Tara pump.

M.A. Kamal Billah, UNO of
Shahzadpur, seemed ignorant
about theincidentofland grabbing
in the area. However, he asserted
that he is in touch with the Bagdi
families and has initiated measures
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Paintin Theatre :
9 _ Solo Painting Solo Painting
Exhibition Play: Roklo Karobi Exhibition |

{ Leading Artists of Troupe: Nagarik Natya El"ib“ion :
- e Sampradaya Titlo: The Dance of Life on the Title: .“
Bangladesh : Hotizon Rhythm & Nature
Venue: Gallery Chitrak, xg‘.‘:"". ”“hﬂa S:":“ Artist: Mahmudul Haque Artist: Zahir Hossain ncuine
H 21, R 4, Dhanmond| bl it Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine  Vanue: Alliance Francaise, teDacca
Date: May 16-20 ol Atts, H 2867F, R 27 (old), 26, Mirpur Road, |

Time: 7pm Dhanmondi Dhanmondi \
Date: May 16-30 .

The film contest is a short documentary and fiction film

competition based on the theme "Knowing Bangladesh
Better”. Contestants have been Invited to make films on
the aspects of our country, culture and heritage. The

theme is quite broad; and filmmakers are allowed to
choose to depict any aspect of Bangladesh, We encour-
age a focus on rural Bangladesh and not just on urban

centres.

The length of the films should not be less than 20 minutes,
and we recommend not more than 45 minutes. The
submissions must be in DVD format for preview purposes
Only winners will be asked to provide master copies of
their awarded films in DVCAM master format. Submis-
sions must be original and unscreened work of the

filmmakers,

The awards are; Best Documentary, Best Short Fiction,
Special Jury Award Documentary, and Special Jury Award
Short Fiction. Cash awards in the amount of Tk. 100,000

each will be given to the two Best films, and Tk. 50,000
each to the two Special Award films.

The winning films will be broadcasted on Channel I. The
winning films will also be screened in a touring festival
program at the district level throughout Bangladesh.

For more information, log onto
“www.celebrati ngllfebd.cunt'

 Forany further enqulry, please contact
* Rafi Hossain

Festival Coordinator  *
The Daily Star

19, Karwanbazar,

Dhaka 1215, Bangladesh.

Phone:
+88-02-8124944, 8124566, 8124955
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Many palanquin bearers today their children to school, preferring  with their families from Burdwan about250 people, livecrampedona fortheirlivelihoods.
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