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Continuing spirit of close partnership

can materialise major dev agenda
Says Prince Aga Khan

UNB, Dhaka

Prince Karim Aga Khan yesterday
said a continuing spirit of close
partnership would be required to

local culture, providing a world-
class education for boys and girls of
all backgrounds, independent ot
ability to pay.

“It will educate promising stu-

challenges. But it is also important
to remember the distance which
has been traveled and the building
blocks which are already in place.”

Listing a number of promising
sectors for investment, like bank-
ing, telecommunications and
agro-processing Industries, the CA
sald the members of Aga Khan

International Afrport (ZIA) at

around 1.30pm, ared carpet recep-

tion was accorded to the prince.
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin

[ : . Aga Khan offers : . Ahmed received the distinguished
materialise the majordevelopment dents and develop inspiring teach- cfmmunil kot ik Community could take advantage guestatVVIP tarmac. B
agenda of Bangladesh. ers. It will be a strong educational Y9 of investment in these areas. A smartly turned out contingent

“The Aga Khan Development
Network's agenda for Bangladesh
reflect your agenda. To achieve the
agenda will require a continuing
spirit of close partnership,” he said
this while he was addressing a
banquetin honour of him.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed hosted the state banquet at
Hotel Sonargaon.

Aga Khan took note of the
strides made here in controlling
population growth, developing
export trade, establishing micro-
credit programmes, improving
early childhood care, extending
education, especially for women,
and fighting corruption - in addi-
tion to doubling per capita GDP
over the past two decades.

resource for the entire country,” he
said.

He mentioned that his grandfa-
ther built on this tradition by
founding a network of some 300
educational institutions, including
Aligarh University in India. "And we
renewed this commitment more
recently through the founding of
The Aga Khan University and the
University of Central Asia.”

Referring to celebration of a half
century as Imam of the Shia Ismaili
Muslims he said his visit to
Bangladesh is an important part of
thatcelebration.

“When I inherited my office five
decades up from my Grandfather,
Sir Sultan Mahomed Shah Aga
Khan, 1 also inherited the special

Earlier, Prince Aga Khan offered his
community's services to build
bridge between Bangladesh and
central Asian countries for promot-
ing socioeconomic relations.

He also expressed his interest in
investing in various socioeco-
nomic sectors, including financial
services, education, and health, in
Bangladesh.

The spiritual leader of the
[smaili community, who arrived in
Dhaka earlier in the day on a four-
day visit to Bangladesh, made the
offer when he called on CA at his
office in the afternoon and dis-
cussed various socioeconomic
maters,

Before formal meeting, the CA
and the prince had a one-to-one

He also made a request for
establishing hospital in
Bangladesh as it has tremendous
prospects and huge number of
patients.

Responding positively, the
prince said they have set up world-
class health centres in Kabul,
Karachiand Kazakhstan.

The CA appreciated various
socioeconomic activities in
Bangladesh by Aga Khan
Foundation (AKF) and Aga Khan
Development Network (AKDN),

During the meeting the CA
asked for revival of the once-
popular Aga Khan Gold Cup
Football Tournament in Dhaka.
Prince Karim Aga Khan responded
positively.

drawn from army, navy and air
force gave a guard of honour to
Prince Aga Khan. He took salute
standing on a decorated podium at
the tarmac and then inspected the
guard of honour,

Later, the chief adviser intro-
duced his cabinet members with
Aga Khan on the presentation line,
while other members were intro-
duced by the chief of protocol.
President of Aga Khan Council also
introduced the members of the
council with the prince on the
presentation line.

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
Islam, LGRD Adviser M Anwarul
Igbal, Foreign Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury, Ambassador
of Switzerland and Dean of diplo-

This big shark, caughtin the deep sea yesterday, was brought to Fishery Ghat in Chittagong and cut into pleces in the
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afternoon for selling them among people.

PHOTO. STAR

STRANDED PAKISTANIS

Mixed reactions to
HC verdict

5 drown in
Ichhamati

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

At least five people, including three
women of a family, drowned last night
when a boat capsized in the Ichhamari

He said the challenge now is to  feeling he had for this part of the parleyforawhileatthe CA's office. The prince said they have matic corps Dora Rapold, Cabinet (A Mosaiann [ RaSEIK While
make development both sustain-  world.” : Huﬁpnn‘dmg 10 Aga Khan, investment in health service, edu- Secretary Ali Imam Majumder, LA L [haa;sm::t:{:sldal:se Bﬂ:‘.lghlafiesm ﬁﬁéﬁ;ﬁmﬁfﬂfm i
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benefits people of all classes, cul-
tures and regions.

In a knowledge society, he said,
the most productive investments
'‘we can make are investments in
education. And education 1Is
another priority we share with the
Bangladeshipeople.’

He said he thinks appropnate
that one of his central purposes on
this visit will be to lay the founda-

response to the partition of India,
when he actively encouraged a
large number of members of the
[smaili Community to settle in
what was then East Pakistan. They
found a warm welcome here, and
were pleased in integrate fully into
Bengalilife,” he told the function.
He noted that the spirit of part-
nership in turn has reflected the
spirit of pluralism which also char-

would definitely try to take advan-
tage of the support of the Aga Khan
community in expanding (rade
and investment opportunities in
the central Asian countries.

Prince Aga Khan, who last came
to Bangladesh in 1993, said they
basically focused on standard
education at primary and second-
ary levels and try to harness talents
of students to make them best

microfinance, industry, rural
development and rural energy
industry.

CA's Press Secretary Syed Fahim
Munaim, who was present at the
meeting, briefed newsmen about
the outcome of the talks,

Shafik Sachedina, director of
diplomatic affairs, and Habib Hirji,
president of Aga Khan Council for
Bangladesh, were present on the

Bangladesh Army Lt Gen Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury, Naval Chief Vice
Admiral Sarwar Jahan Nizam, Air
Force Chief Air Marshal SM Ziaur
Rahman and senior civil and mili-
tary official were also present on
the presentation line.

Bangladesh's Ismaili Muslims,
carrying Bangladeshi and their
own community flags in front of
the VVIP terminal, greeted Price

Committee yesterday welcomed a
ruling by the High Court that the
Biharis living in the country are
citizens of Bangladesh, while the
Stranded Pakistanis General

Repatriation Committee said it

would not bring any good to the
stranded Pakistanis.

A High Court bench gave the
ruling on Sunday upon a writ peti-
tion filed by 11-Urdu-speaking

ing that many Biharis express
their allegiance to Pakistan still
today.

The names of many Biharis who
killed Bangalees in 1971 are on the
list of war criminals published by
the War Crimes Facts Finding
Committee recently, it said, adding
that the killers must be tried.

Meanwhile, Stranded Pakistanis
General Repatriation Committee

across the border, the boat capsized
with atleast 11 to 12 people on board.
BSF men of Boltala camp under
Hingalganj Police Station in 24
Pargana District West Bengal India
recovered the bodies early moming
today and handed those to police,
The victims were identified as
Hamida Begum, 48, her daughter
Hosne Ara, 30, her granddaughter
Moina, 10, Abdul Hamid, 45, son of
Gahar Ali and Nasrin Begum, 28, of

tion stone of a new Aga Khan acterises this society -- the readi- educated and skilled. prince side while Foreign Adviser Karim Aga Khan eople SPGRC) i village Katunia at Kaliganj upazila.
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mode in a network of 18 high-
quality schools located throughout
thé developing world, global in
outlook, but deeply rooted in the

different from them.

“As we look to the future of
development in Bangladesh, it is
important to be realistic about the

emy in Dhaka which will be centre
of excellence in education where
poor meritorious students will also
have access.

Imam Majumder and Secretary to
CA's Office Kazi Aminul Islam were
on CA'sside.

On his arnmival at Zia

Airport from where he flew to Savar
National Memorial to pay respect
to the martyred freedom fighters of
the Independence War.

ROBBER BEATEN TO DEATH
Police officer
dies seeing
macabre sight

UNB, Narayanganj

A police officer died of a cardiac |

arrest after seeing the brutality
inflicted on a robber by a mob in
Sonargaonon Sunday night.

The mob beat the robber to death |

and gouged out both of his eyes

following a robbery in a bus, |

sources said.
The deceased police officer was

identified as Abdul Hakim, sub- |

inspector of Sonargaon Police Station.

He hailed from Muktagaccha uapzila |

of Mymensingh district

The identity of the robber was |

not known immediately.

On information, Hakim went to
the spot with his force but suffered
a heart attack seeing the deformed
bodyoftherobber.

He died on wayto Dhaka.

Sources said a gang of eight
robbers, who were tavelling on a
Comilla-bound bus in the guise of
passengers, took control of the bus
after stabbing the driver at Madanpur
under Bandar Police Station.

The bandits looted cash, gold
and other valuables worth about Tk
5lakh after stabbing the passengers.

The robbers got down from the
bus at Mograpara, and when they
were getting away with the booties,
local people rushed to the bus
hearing a hue and cry and chased
therobbers.

“At one stage, they caught two of
them and gave them a good beat-
ing, leaving one dead on the spot.

The other captured robber,
identified as Rabbani of Rupganj,
was also injured seriously and
admitted to Sonargaon thana
health complex.
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DHAKA

Seminar
Centre for Advanced Research in

The Visible Studies organises a
national dialogue on ‘National and local
election: Terrorism and corruption.
Venue: National Press Club. Time:

3:30pm.

PHOTO: PID

" Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed releases two commemorative stamps at Hotel Sonargaon inthe city yesterday to mark
. the 50years of Prince Karim AgaKhan's leadership of the world's Ismaili Muslims. On his rightis Prince Aga Khan.

New food godowns at upazila
level in 3 years: Adviser

BSS, Dhaka

The government has decided to
build a number of new food
godowns up to upazila levels across
the country spending more than Tk
350 crore in next three years, Food
and Disaster Management Adviser
DrAMM ShawkatAlisaid yesterday.

"The warehouses will be built
under a government project which
aims at increasing food stock
capacity in the public sector,” he
said during his visits to
Mymensingh and Netrakona as
part of reinvigorating the public
sector cereal procurement drive in

the districts.

Shawkat Ali said the food stor-
age capacity in the public sector
would be increased by two to three
lakh metric tonnes after construc-
tion of the new food depots at the
local levels. The government can
now store an average 15-lakh met-
ric tonnes of food in 652 local stor-
age depots (LSD) and central stor-
agedepots (CSD).

"The prime objective of the
project is to ensure food security in
an emergency Or any crisis,”
Shawkat told journalists, adding
steps would be taken to resist
millers' design for hoarding to

Sandwip.

LOMOrrow.

day at Jessore and lowest 20.6 degrees Celsius at Sylhet and
The sun sets in the capital at 6:37pm today and rises at 5:13am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

create artificial crisis.

Expressing his optimism about
the success of the ongoing food
procurement drive, the adviser
said a total of 1.79 crore metric
tonnes of rice is expected to be
procured from this year's bumper
boro crops. The government would
buy crops in line with the market
price of paddyandrice, he added.

Millers in Netrakona and
Mymensingh requested the adviser
to ensure uninterrupted power
supply between 7:00am and
5:00pm for rice husking. The
adviser assured them of looking
into the matter and said directives
have already been made to this
effect.

The food adviser shared opin-
ions with a cross section of people,
including mill owners, farmers,
businessmen, food officials and

Muggers kill

a cellphone mechanic succumbed
to his stab injuries in the city in the
early hours of yesterday.

A gang of three muggers
stabbed mechanic Mohammad

e s A =y n "
1 . - - ."
> g E Y i)
& e s ! & v
| o A - 1 .
£l L i b
W el b
A A Wy -
b R T -
g -
"y L . _.1-' & ; g
g . * g - L
\r T & B «F '
- » -1
o : P | g g‘r o *
o ! ; A n h' -
al r e
4 i = - .
10 L

.;‘ﬁ‘ % k
Appeal for help
Md Aminul Hasan, a student of
Chittagong University who hasbeen
suffering from blood cancer, has
appealed for financial assistance for
his treatment, says apress release.

Aminul, amaster's student of the
law department, is now fighting for
hislife at Lab One Clinicin Dhaka.

Doctors have advised his family
to take him abroad for better treat-
ment, which involves about Tk 50
Lakh.

Butit is not possible for his father
Mobarak Ali Talukder, a low-paid
government employee, to manage
suchahuge amountofmoney.

So, Aminul has appealed to
generous people to extend a help-
ing hand to save his life.

Contributions can be sent to
Savings Account No.- 4397, Sonali
Bank, Kurmitola Branch, Dhaka.

Interested persons can also call
his fatherat01913575748.

welcomes, in principle, the high
courtverdict.

At the same time, it also urged
the home ministry and intelligence
agencies to remain alert, saying
that like Rohingyas, a section of
Biharis are involved in 'ISI-
sponsored terrorism’

The statement also said, "Being
stateless persons, many of them
have the opportunity to work with
Middle East-based NGOs who have
various agenda. Moreover, they are
the family members of those hated
Biharis who killed Bangalees dur-
ing the LiberationWar."

[ '
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should be resolved through negoti-
ations among the governments of
Bangladesh and Pakistan and the
SPGRC, it said, adding that the
committee has long been demand-
ing repatriation of the stranded
Pakistanis.

The SPGRC will stage a token
hunger strike from 8:00am to
2:00pm in front of its office at the
Geneva Camp today to protest the
court ruling. Theywill also submita
memorandum to the chiefadviser.

In another statement, Bihari
Punorbashan Sangstha, an organi-
satione far rehabilitation .of, the

* It"is really 2 mafter of concern * Biltaris, welcomed tie courtruling. !
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One murdered

UNB, Gazipur

A fish farmm owner was killed by
unidentified assailants at Arhgoria
village in Sadarupazila yesterday.

The victim was identified as
Wahidullah Molla, 32, son of late
Majid Molla.

Police said miscreants number-
ing 4-5, swooped on Wahid near his
house at about 8:00am and hacked
him indiscriminately, leaving him
critically injured. He was rushed to

. the sadar hospital where theonduty

doctordectaredhimdead.

Nextbudget to focus

FROM PAGE 16

In the current budget, it is Tk 22,
500 crore revised from original Tk
26,500 crore. The budget for the
running fiscal stands at Tk 79,614
crore excluding Tk 7,523 crore liabili-
ties of Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation.

About the government's budget-

plans, he said it would continue
subsidies for fertiliser and petroleum
products.

Sources said size of the budget
would increase mainly because of
the government's decision to keep
subsidising fertiliser, petroleum
products and food.

The finance adviser said the
current year's revised budget would
rise significantly from the actual
allocation due to growing subsidies
on petroleum products and fertiliser,
and swelling cost offood imports.

Sources said the current fiscal
year's revised budget would be over
Tk 93,000 crore.

UNB adds: Mirza Azizul Islam

said privatisationneedsto be
carried out with caution and in a well-
thought out manner so that employ-
mentis notaffected inanyawayandno
roomisleftformonopoly.

“One of the complaints I fre-
quently hear from different quarters
and economists is that the enter-
prises are not operating [well] after
privatisation,” he said addressing a
seminaratacityhotel

"Once an industryis setup, ithas
to be permanent,” he said adding,
“Privatisation is nota panacea. We'll
have to go for privatisation with
caution.”

Privatisation Commission
organised the daylong seminar,
titled 'Privatisation of SoEs in
Bangladesh: Challenges and
Opportunities', with its chairman
Mohammed Abu Solaiman
Chowdhuryin the chair.

LGRD and Cooperatives, Jute
and Textile Adviser Anwarul Igbal
and Special Assistant to Chief
Adviser for Industries Mahbub Jamil

also addressed the inaugural ses-
sion.

The finance adviser stressed the
need for determining priority sec-
tors for privatisation and careful
sequencing of the sectors selected,
followed by the impact assessment
of privatisation.

He listed the problems that are
making the SoEs inefficient. He said
the lack of practice in rewarding the
good performers and punishing the
bad ones are inevitably making an
enterprise count losses.

Consequently, he added the
government enterprises incur huge
losses and are forced to go for deficit
financing as well as increase taxes.

“This is an issue that is hardly
realised in Bangladesh. Perhaps,
this is the reason why there are

ents against privatisation,”
said the finance adviser.

He also pointed out that the richer
section of the society is the main
beneficiaries of government subsi-
dies to petroleum and fertiliser.

Nizami behind bars

FROM PAGE 1
the accused was allowed to siton a
chair during the hearing of a case.

Later, Nizami was permitted to
sit on a chair and the hearing pro-
ceeded.

Moving the petitions, Nizami's
lawyers informed the court that
though the High Court (HC) had
rejected their client's bail petition
earlier, they had already submitted
a leave to appeal before the
Supreme Court (SC) against the HC
order. The appeal is scheduled to be
heard on Tuesday, the lawyers told
the court.

Therefore their client's arrest by

argument as the case against

sheetlater to harass him politically.
He was on the purchase com-
mittee and was implicated in the

case, he claimed.
After hearing both sides, the
court ordered jail authorities to

atthe courtduring the period.

Jamaat Secretary General
Mujaheed later told reporters
present on the court premises that
implicating Nizami in the case was
nothing but a political harassment.
He said this arrest would only work
againstholding of free and fair polls.

Meanwhile Nizami's wife
Begum Shamsunnahar and his
children have visited him in jail
custodyyesterday.

Earlier on Sunday, BNP reform-
ist leader former LGRD minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan and former
minister M Shamsul Islam
appeared before the Metropolitan

finance minister M Saifur Rahman,

(Gatco scam case.

The ACC filed the case against
Khaleda, Koko and 11 others with
Tejgaon police on September 2 last
year, for in awarding Gatco
container handling work at depots

freedom fighters and general public
during the Liberation War in 1971
with Keraniganj and Pallabi police
are currently underinvestigation.
On December 17 last year,
Mozaffar Ahmad Khan, Dhaka
district Muktijudda unit com-
mander, filed a case against Nizami,
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary General
Mujaheed and seven others for
killing his nephew and one of his
comrades on November 25, 1971.
After the hearing, Judicial
Magistrate Ashiqul Khabir recorded
the statement of complainant and
directed the officer-in-charge (OC)
of Keraniganj Police Station to regis-

Keraniganj police recorded it as

people during the Liberation War.
Mohammad Amir Hossain
Mollah, a wounded FF and resident
of Pallabi's Duaripara, filed the case
with the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka.

the case and another sub-inspector
isinvestigatingitat present.

The others accused in this case
are assistant secretary generals of
Jamaat Mohammad Abdul Quader
Molla and Muhammad
Kamaruzzaman, Jamaat central
leader and former Islami Chhatra
Sangha president Sardar Abdul Salam
and activist Khawza Ashim (now
deceased), and Akhter 'Gunda’,
Newaz and Doma (non-Bangalees
who later fled to Pakistan).

JAMAAT REACTION

Jamaat-e-1slami leaders yesterday
criticised the government for
Nizami's arrest and demanded

Humanities of Dhaka University journalists, to know about the pros | ja enforcing agencies before the  Sessions Judge s Court but the ter the double murder as a first, release of all detained top political

organises a seminar on The status of and cons of thtj: ongoing food Pro- | hearing is illegal and in violation of  court rejected their bail petitions information report (FIR). leaders, including former p

Bengali language in the constitution of : curement drive that ends in [hehighercuun.melawyemargued. and sent them to jail. He also asked the OC to take KhaledaZiaand Sheikh Hasina, and

Bangladesh'. Venue: 434, Leclure ThunderShowerS llkely August. The prosecution argued against The same court on May 15 issued ~ action against the accused after an arty Ameer Nizami.

Theatre. DU. Time: 4:00pm. this by saying that a lower court arrest warrants against 12 'abscond-  investigationinto the complaint. Jamaat leaders, at an emergency
5 UNB, Dhaka would not be able to entertain this  ing' accused including former Following the court order, meeting ofthe party's central exec-

utive committee, said the environ-

Discussion Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty oOr Nizami was filed under the Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, M Shamsul regular case and OC is now investi- mentto hold dialogueuﬁm_poliﬂml
The daily Bhorer Kagoj organises a squally wind is likely at a few places over Rajshahi Dhaka and Sylhet Cellphone Emergency Power Rules (EPR)  Islam, MK Anwar, Nizami and Amir  gatingit. parties and the next elecﬂnns‘ﬁ
discussion on tax system and curbing divisions and at one or two places over Khulna, Barisal and 54 s 3 where there is no provision forbail.  KhasruMahmudChowdhury. mﬂl(é:esg . vitiated after arrest of top poli
corruption. Venue: National Press Chittagongdivisionsin the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today. mEChanlc 1n Clty meN::zaIulrltL &Zﬂenﬂnﬁﬁuﬁﬁf’h{:ﬂ Cog'ul;g si:nn L:t (:: E:;:n(:\ INII. ;F g :e :;EE Jan?.l art;'r24 o :;neml éﬁta{rl-::) ur;el; leag:-r:ior N A A
Club. Time: 10:00am. Daytempergture may remain nearly unchanged over the country STAFF CORRESPONDENT namegl in the First Information charges against detained former case against Nizami, Mujaheed, five Jamaat Abul Kalam Mohammad
during the period, Met Office said. : Report (FIR) of the case in but that premier Khaleda Zia, her son Arafat  of their party men and three non- Yousuf has already been made
Dialogue Highest temperature 36.0 degrees Celsius was recorded yester After fighting for life for three days, his name was included in the charge ~ Rahman Koko and 22 others in the Bangalees for the massacre of 345 acting ameer of the party after

Nizami's nnmecameimtl:)them
graft case. Party Nayeb-e-
AKM Nazir m&ram:cll1 chaired the
meeting yesterday however since
Yousufis currently abroad.

Jamaat leaders at the meeting

: LT Likhan, 20, in front of Suvastu Najar rovide Nizami with division and  inDhaka and Chittagong. The complainant stated that the  also discussed the party's next
Workshop o L 3ik s HD Valley under Gulshan Police | treatmentinjailcustody. The investigation officer (10) Jamaat men kiled them in citys  courses of action. They might
Health Economics Unitin coflaboration Ma,:n k* 51:;“ Mnrni:?g Evgning Station on the nightofMay 16. ::«.l;leg aﬂllle :;élerrt t:lrgdhetrg:ézuﬂr?r;lma: prayedt for &su;‘lnce of argﬁslwa:mn m ar::leaaﬁm-; \;nm;m:n included ﬂ ?:c:,nr;etgegmpom e
with WHO, GTZ and ICODRB will Dhaka 34.0 21.8 69 60 The passersby anl:l local people ;‘g‘su: Jan | %l‘““ 'Saﬁmu:mmu’ MMLSh anmdmmlslmamnh Mirpur residents and 280 ommem A izami party
organise a workshop on ‘The problems Chittagong 31.0 22.1 72 63 rushed .him to .D aka MEdiFal A number of Nizami's colleagues and six others, as they have been different areas of the country on April Meanwhile, Matiur Rahman
and prospects of demand side Rajshahi 34.0 23.5 65 64 College and Hospital where he died and supporters including Jamaat absconding since }lledtargeshect in 24andDecember 18in 1971, hesai Nizami's postasam et of .:.
financing with reference to the Khulna 35.5 25.0 65 72 atabout4:00am. Secretary General Ali Ahsan the case was submitted. - After the hearg;ﬁ. the court Islami could become vacant if he
maternal voucher scheme In Barisal 34.0 25.0 64 76 Likhan's brother Abdus Salam | Mohamaad Mujaheed, Delwar TWOMORE MURDER CASES directed the OC of Pallabi police to  remains absent for sixm _
Bangladesh'. Venue: Spectra Sylhet 33.2 20.6 74 62 said the muggers stabbed him and | Hossain Saidee, Azaharul Islam and  AGAINST NIZAMI mcur;l the casegsare-gular one and However a senior pmymludnnm
Convention Centre. Time: 9:00am Cox's Bazar 32.6 21.9 65 71 took away his valuables while he was KaderMuuahwemrresentattheﬂme. Meanwhile two murder l::inl?es :1?1 submit a pro Pfﬂ] report. Followi told The Daily Smthatthﬂt

| ' ' ' returning his homeat Dakkhin Khan. Additional police was deployed against Nizami, filed for killing e court order, Pallabi OC record worried about thisat presen
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