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SSMC HAS ONLY 11 CLASSROOMS FOR 660 STUDENTS

Classes held "anywhere’,
for 7 lecturers in one room

DURDANA GHIAS
Sir Salimullah Medical College
(SSMC), the second largest
medical college of the country,
has only 11 classrooms for
around 660 students, which is
quite inadequate for smooth
running of academic activities.

Classrooms crammed with
students, partitioned rooms for
the teachers, makeshift reading
rooms in the veranda and
classes being arranged in
Mitford Hospital's rooms are
common scenes atthe SSMC.,

"A congenial atmosphere of
holding classes is totally missing
here as classrooms are packed
with students,” said a teacher.
The authorities are forced to hold
classes even at the girls’ common
room, hesaid.

“We cannot use the common

room for the last two years,”
said Tania, a student, adding
that the girl students' reading
room is arranged at the veranda
adjacent to the common room.

Students of two batches have
to attend classes together in a
small room of pharmacology
department as two classrooms
of the department have been
declared risky due to their
dilapidated condition.

At present the college build-
ing has two lecture galleries
which are used as exam halls
and for holding classes as the
building does not have a desig-
nated exam hall. "All the classes
in lecture galleries remain post-
poned thrice a year during
internal exams,” said astudent.

The classes of forensic medi-
cine are held in two rooms, one
of them is a teachers’ common

PICTURE TELLS THE TALE: A student studying in a room at the lone girls' hostel of the SSMC.
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room on the seventh floor of
Mitford Hospital. Medicine and
surgery classes are held in two
seminar rooms ofthe hospital.

“Attending classes in a hos-
pital room is always difficult.
When we have two consecutive
classes with the latter one at the
hospital sometimes we have to
run to get to the class in time,”
said Romel, a fourth-year stu-
dent.

With each batch having
around 150 to 180 students, the
total number of students
stands around 660 from first
year to fourth year of the medi-
cal college. Fifth-year students
attend classes atthe hospital.

Of the 11 classrooms, anat-
omy department has four,
pathology and microbiology
department has two each, and
biochemistry, physiology and
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The Satgumbad Mosque is situated close to the Mohammadpur colony. The former

name of this place was Jafarabad. The mosque was built by Nawab Shaista Khan. The
date plaque of the mosque has disappeared but stylistically it can be dated to the later

halfofthe 1 7th century A.D.

i — I.&' .
i \'.Fc?‘ ¥ /’_J,(r/r“
27,

5 iﬁﬁ‘ﬂ;¢ﬂ: :
T N A
f "Tiiri"‘i‘{é?ﬁ ‘u.: 34%\‘?‘%%&
| 222 NN
Do SRR R ‘i
AN AL R
L R AN

TAR PHOTO

The makeshift girls' reading room at the veranda of the Sir Salimullah Medical College.

pharmacology department has
one classroom each.

The department of commu-
nity medicine is suffering the
most as it does not have any
classroom of its own. Lecturers
of this department were seen
sitting inside a dilapidated
room crammed with tables and
chairs. This is their only place of
sitting when they do not have
classes.

“The lecturers do not have
individual rooms, so they have
to sit together here," said a
teagher of the department.

"This room has six chairs for
seven lecturers. So when all of
us are here one has no place to
sit," headded.

The way to the lecturers'

room is narrowed down by a
partition in the veranda to
arrange a makeshift room for
two associate professors.

"This is not a room. Actually
it is a partitioned veranda.
When it rains water seeps
inside theroom,"” said ateacher.

Asked about the shortage of
classrooms, AMSM
Sharfuzzaman, vice principal
of the medical college, said
once the construction of the
new academic building is fin-
ished the problem would go.

"The new building is
expected to be finished in the
first week of June. There will be
two lecture galleries with the
accommodation of 300 stu-
dents. PWD is supposed to

hand it over to us on 25th May,”
he said.

Construction of the building
started in 2003 although it was
supposed to begin in 2002, The
work remained postponed for
and started again last year.
Originally it was scheduled to
be finished in 2004.

Arefur Rahman, executive
engineer, Medical College
Division, PWD, said the con-
struction work started late
because it took time to remove
illegal houses of third and
fourth class employees of
Mitford Hospital on the plot.

He said work of the eight-
storey academic building has
been completed up to five-
storey.

students.

lege are girls.

year student.

Around 60 percent of the total students of the col-

Eight to 27 students are staying in one room of the
hostel, On each floor only three toilets and two bath-
rooms are available for 60 to 70 students.

“For taking a bath every day we wait for hours for
our turn in front of the bathrooms,” said Mukta, a fourth

At present there are no reading room, dining room or

Hostile condition at girls' hostel

Almost all the rooms of the lone girls' hostel of
Sir Salimullah Medical College are overflowing
with students as the hostel does not have the
capacity to accommodate such a large number of

another student.

TV room as all of these rooms are being used for
accommodating girls.

In the absence of a dining room the students have to
take meals in the ramshackle hostel canteen. ATV setis
placed under a shed in front of the canteen. The
guestroom is allocated to foreign students.

“When any relative comes from home we cannot
arrange space for him/her to stay. When a male
visits us it becomes very embarrassing to welcome
him as there is no guest room,”

Asked, the vice principal of SSMC sau:l an intem
hostel for female doctors is under construction which
will help ease the problem.

said Yasmeen,

Centre for visually challenged students
at DU needs care and attention

City CORRESPONDENT

The first ever resource centre for
visually challenged students at
Dhaka University needs immedi-
ate expansion as the place is now
frequented by more students.

‘Sometimes there are around
13 students a day,” said K Fazlur
Rahman, librarian, DU Central
Library.

"Visually impaired students
mostly record class lectures and
later memorise them. But now
they can study books at this
centre,” said a visually impaired
studentof DU,

The centre was set up with
the aim to provide the visually
challenged students with the
same rights and educational
facilities enjoyed by normal
students.

[ts aim is to prepare visually
impaired students for the job
market, while Sightsavers
International is providing finan-
cial support to build up the cen-
tre. The UK-based organisation
has been working in Bangladesh
since 1973 for the prevention of
blindness and promotion of the
rights of the visually challenged
people,

Forty-two students from 12
departments of the university
now have a place for study.

The centre started its journey
as a library for the visually
impaired students in February
this year. At present there are 25
books in the centre, each having
three copies.

There are two Perkins
machines for typing and two
slates for the students to write in
Braille, the universal language
for the visually challenged.
Besides, there are three comput-
ers with special keyboards.
Special software helps students
recognise computer commands.
There is also a printer to print in
Braille andascanner.

Of the 42 students,
regularly use the centre.

However, the centre is facing
some problems like lack of
shelves for preserving books and
inadequate space.

“At present we have 1000
copies of books but we can keep
only 350 here because we do not
have enough shelves” said a
staff.

"One room is not enough. We
need at least another room,” he
sald

31 now

The room should be air-
conditioned to maintain expen-
sive machines like the printer
that costaround Tk 5 lakh.

"Ageneratoris also needed for
the proper maintenance of the
machines. But the library itself
do not have any generator right
now," he added.

Sources said that they have
applied to the University Grants
Commission (UGC) for solving
these problems but things are
moving atasnails pace.

Asked about the problems,
librarian Fazlur Rahman said a
regular budget allocation is
needed for the proper mainte-
nance of the centre.

"Right now UPS of acomputer
is not working. But if we had an
independent budget then we
could have solved these prob-
lems ourselves,” he said.

"We could have spent for
translating books, Braille print,
buying expensive papers for
Braille print and doing spiral
binding," headded.

"The centre is a very useful
place for visually Impaired stu-
dents like us, Though we have
access to the central library we
need a guide to read out from

books. We talk through the
guides if or when we need any
book.

"But here we can read on our
own in a friendly atmosphere.
Besides, there are computers
with Jaws software,” said Sharif
Ahmed, a visually challenged
studentof DU,

"However, another drawback
is that many of us are not com-
puter trained. So a computer Is
almost of no use to them. If the
centre could have given them
training on computer then it
could have been more useful,”
said Sharif.

About the books he said,
"Books are inadequate. For exam-
ple there is only one book for the
law students, And most books do
not have their updated versions
and many riddled with printing
mistakes.”

He said that Internet connec-
tion and trained staffs are needed
to use sophisticated machines of
the centre.

"The centre has a Braille
printer but neither we nor the
staffs know how to use it. If there
was internet it would have been
more effective,” he said.

The university authority how-

ever said that the cyber calé at
the library has Internetline.

"As soon as the vice chancel-
lor is back from leave the cyber
café will be inaugurated. After
that the centre will draw internet
line from the café," said a library
staff.

If the centre has an Internet
line then the students will have
more facilities.

"At present we are using the
Jaws software for the visually
challenged. If we have the
Internet and the required funds
then we will be able to install the
dolphin software for the stu-
dents," he said.

"Through the Jaws software
students can hear only the
American English. But dolphin
software has both British and
American English with many
different tones. But this soft-
ware is very expensive and
cannot be copied like Jaws,” he
added.

Sources said if Internet line
installed then journals, software
and other matters available
online can be downloaded free of
cost because the British Royal
fund pays all the Internet bills for
stuffs for the visually impaired.

s 4&#!'*4”_’*&"‘“‘_

worth rep
B '

) mmw mﬁﬁwﬂnwmmm WMW""

|

a-mal gtar city@theadalystar nat

lﬁm“ﬂﬁwnmmmmmummmmm P

;"I qm mnoaent v I did natcammit any ille-"i
lactivmes.l hazgealwayspaid mxes '{%

lmmmmmmuummwmmmmmmm
| | mwmmwmmmm,_.

Té > Was narhmgm his addrmmpt u-?&m _
ofsomenice words.” |

Tddmhmlmmmmmmumwumh 5.
mmmmmmw

“The farmers of this coumry do not stage
stnke, they work hard fo grow crops.”

- Hmn Maslllnul ﬁhovldillhy'

Chairman, Anti-Corruption Commission
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"The umty of Awami League has helped
brmgthe umtyofBNP’ -
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“This caunmr will transform into a different
one from Banglade,sh zf antz-bbemnan
forces come to power.”
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US Ambassador to Bangladesh
Toldmpmws,mmumday Source: Bhorer Kagoj
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