ERT T

The Baily Star

Bhuiyan asks

Women Dev Policy

FROM PAGE 16 | .
budget for implementation of the

policy and a ban on politics at

NE

WS

Tahmima Anam

FROM PAGE 1

including French, Spanish and

Drama

FROM PAGE 1
on board avan but struggled to make
way due to the barricades put up by

FROMPAGE 1

DHAKA MONDAY MAY 19, 2008 1 5

Bhuiyan, Shamsul

chase ensued between the two

s e nityofthestateofemergency. : hi inCapeTown, SouthAfricayesterday,  German. The Italian, Portugueseand | Jamaatactivists, The lawyers filed two petitions--one  groups, the law enforcers deployed at
mﬂd&nmpnnrtﬂhfadinsuq[forme "'Ihemnspirmgleadmw}w iy pla;s:;t;:u:’;l;lﬁan] president of Says a press release of the Dutch versions of the work are Some of them even jumped on for takjngmeirclienti!ltpjadcu&tnldy the court remained silent.
courtto surrender. .. unityisnowa  fromotherpartiesdonotlove BNE they ' ; Commonwealth Foundation. the police van. and another for providing him with Earlier in the moring, the HC

matterof ime," he added.

Many leaders, activists and fol-
lowers of Bhuiyan gathered at his
residence since the moming and
tears roll down their cheeks when he
leftthe house ataround 2:40pm.

Mannan Bhuiyan served as the

justwant tostay close to the state power
atany costand havenoideal -- theyjust
love power, " sheadded.

Meanwhile, in a dramatic turn of
events, the BNP standing commuttee in
amarathon meetingon October 29 last

year appointed former finance minis-

Bangladesh Mohila Parishad, said
“Religious bigots who opposed
liberation war in 1971, have been
protesting against women policy in
violation of the Emergency Power
Rules (EPR). But why has the gov-
ernment not arrested them for

The book, based on Bangladesh's
War of Liberation in 1971, earned the
prestigious award as part of the
Commonwealth Writers' Prize 2008
organised by the Commonwealth
Foundation.

The award, which carries a cash

already on sale. The book has been
publis}:ed by HarperCollinsinthe US
and Canada. In India, it will be pub-
lished by Penguin. Meanwhile, a
Bangla version of the book has
already been published by Shahitya
Prakash, Dhaka.

Anam is the granddaughter of late

Atone stage, Jamaatleaders asked
the demonstrators to calmdown and
only then the police could move
along the road to the Cantonment
Police Station,

A procession of Jamaat support-
ers marched alongside the police

divisionin jail.

In the petitions, the lawyers
argued that the Supreme Court (SC)
had earlier given a judgment saying
the lower courts could not grant bail
in connection with cases filed under
the Emergency Power Rules (EPR).

rejected a bail prayer of Nizami.
Later, the Jarnaat ameer filed a peti-
tion with the SCto stay the HC order.

Chamber Judge of the Appellate
Division Justice MA Matin referred
the matter to the chief justice for
taking decisiononit.

secretary general of BNP for about 11 ter M Saifur Rahman as the party’s | violating the EPR? Why has the | prize of ES‘,{H}U. was h?.ndt;{i over to Al;}ﬂ Mansur Al.u'nad. a prominent convoyup to Malibagh rail crossing,. The Gatco oraft caseis filed imder the ’ 7 _

years. The party’s Chairperson acting chairperson and replaced | government formed the so-called | Anam by &:uuth Alrica’s M"\Jflﬂf fﬂff writer and political figure of the Party insiders said the showdown | EPR and t;ﬁowm courts could not MN;amlldsr?u?Isel b;I r:r;:erﬁ!r::du;

Khaleda Zia appointed him secretary  Khandaker Delwar HossainwithMajor | review committee comprising [ Arts and Culture Z Pallo Jordan ata  South Asian subcontinent and Mrs was planned immediately after they | entertain thebail petition Zak (old reporters that hearing 0
: - - r] ferahpe " ceremony. Theaward forOverall Best  Akikunnessa Ahmad, and daughter | e : P it 0 the petition might be held before the

gtfmemlsmnaﬂermegmeraéﬂecgom (retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed as acung | religious bigots? Book wenttoCanada's Lawrence Hill  of Mahfuz Anam. Editor-Publisherof | Were sure that Nizami was to be On the petition for division, g1 bench of the Appellate Division

0f 1996, She expelled himandhisclose  secretarygeneral. Khanam warned that the e . p A S b detained. Public Prosecutor (PP) Ehsanul Ha

aide Ashraf Hossain, a joint secretary Themeetingofthe highestdedision | \women of the country, a half of the E-:rli]e? E?Eril:nf :sﬂffavidf{lgiggg:; l[-‘}:cEttjiﬂg S:Ef?;dﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ?:}gﬂu Before the arrest, front-ranking | gamaji told the court that thg el while & ced

Benersl, o the partyon Septernber making body o BNP also disapproved | population, would go for (OUBher | goct First Book in the Europe and  Foundation. Bornin E;hﬂk\ﬂ,shﬂgffw Jamaat leaders had a meetng 10 | 40056 would get division as per ¢, L{ﬂa:;’m;?:gra;?nn: l:mu-l:fhit':li:

last year before her amest, accusing  the expulsion order of former secretary steps if the policy is not imple- Asiaregional category. up in Paris, NewYork and Bangkok. ggﬁ'fﬁ the party's next course of | Lw s Mg aRA fee:;ling =

both of violating constitution of the
party. She also appointed Khandaker

general Mannan Bhuiyan. Khandaker
Delwar was absent in the meeting due

mented immediately.
Sultana Kamal, executive direc-

Responding to her newest tri-
umph, Tahmima Anam observed:

Anam hasa Ph.Dinsocial anthro-
pology from Harvard University and

Jamaat's Secretary General Ali

After hearing both the sides,
Judge Mohammad Azizul Hag

destitute across the country, to

Delwar Hossan as the new secretary o unknown reasons. torof Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) and | “I'm honoured and humbled to be  holds an MA in creative writing from Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed and . = protest the arrest of Nizami.
: . : ordered to send Bh to jail and "Ea st :
general ofthe party : Delwar later alleged that he was | g, or adviser to the caretaker | the first ever Bangladeshi winner of Royal Holloway College, where she | Assistance Secretary General | 20 t';w it fu??l?gsin r{ e Fasting will be observed on May
Bhuiyan, who was reinstated by  threatened with deathandwastoldnot the Commonwealth Writers' Prize. I studied with Britain's Poet Laureate | Mohammad Kamaruzzaman were authorities concerned for taking e SR, Dot

BNP standing commuttee as its mem-
ber, said, "The country is passing a

to attend the meeting. Four members
of the standing committee later in

government, said the people were
surprised at the controversial
measures taken by the caretaker

wrote A Golden Agebecause | wanted
the story of the Bangladesh war to

Andrew Motion. Her articles have
been published in the prestigious

presentamongothers.
Four platoons of police were

necessary stepsas perlaw.
After a while, Bhuiyan was taken

May 24-25 to seek divine will to
protect the nation from conspiracy

crnitical juncrure and unity of national-  affidavits submitted to the court said reach an international audience. Itis  Granta magazine, The Guardian and | deployed in and around Nizami's : A ! and repression,” Jamaat Secretary
ist forces is essential for the sake ofthe  that the meeting was not a formal one gm:'el;jlmem. ine the polic a story of great tragedy, but also  TheNewYorkTimes. Sheisatpresent | residence but U’IQY.S@EmE’d hﬂ]p“—‘ﬁﬁ 0 thkaCebgtr al!dﬂl?;]ydpns%uhnvan.l General Ali Ahsan Mohammad
country and the people. AsBNP didin a5 theywereinvited forteaonly. A Sl Rt el represents a moment of hope and 4 contributing editor at The New | when Jamaat activists blocked their After about an hour, Shamsu Mojaheed said at a press conference
the past, it has to play a vital role in the [n the meantime, Bhuiyan and his | '© divert the national attention possibility for my sometimes trou-  Statesman. She divides her time | ways.Policewereonly tryingtomake | Islam along with his lawyers advo- P party office yesterday

struggle for development of the coun-  followers' attempts to unify the party frqm_the qFlnand.for trial of all war bled country.” between Dhaka and London. lh{:lrwgybyb!umngwh::atle. cates Ma:,uq Ahmed Talukder and The HC also vefiised 1o riterthing
tryand restorationof democracy.” failed due to negative response from criminals,” she said. [he winners for Best Book and While being taken away, the | Sanaullah Miah appeared before the petition filed jointly by Shamsul

The top leader of the ‘reformist’
faction of the party said, "I devoted my

the pro-Khaledaleaders.
The 'reformists’ led by Bhuiyan

Badiul Alam Mazumder, coun-
try director of Hunger Project

Best First Book were selected by a
panel of judges from six different
countries. Commenting on A Golden

Manju

FROM PAGE 1

Jamaat ameer kept protesting his
innocence. Addressing the reporters
and others present there, he said, “I

same court.
The lawyers submitted three
petitions--one for bail, another for

Islam and MK Anwar seeking antici-
patory bail in the Gatco graft case,

labour and meritand have beenwork-  recen : | Bangladesh, said the government _ | _ fi \imTk 1 crore. resel : : :

ing for the party for a long time along mtlym;r?r mmniggg should honour its earlier pledge of At-’.tri l:ance INlchglasTl Ha:sl_llc!;:. L}[]cm[' n?i(::lsi des. the courtalsosentenced ha-f.re. been i_r_nphcated in the graft providing their c[jemmm division in CO;rl;iisi :‘nnu*:(?l,(gjgr?;é ulgizl?e::]l

with other leaders and workers of the before leaving Dhaka for Singaporeon | reserving 40 per cent seats for nf‘ the Fﬂg‘e *ﬁafu,c nur:ltb(;? :ﬁ: cllfeh- Manju’s wife Tasmima Hossain and mmffgf’“)“ ]_ail and another for his treatment in HOBR SIS e X1 1 gabsmn 1

party.” May 7, shifted his stance and put the | women at all tiers of the local goy- | MOr HICHoN < desh. Housewife.  cousin Mahmud Hossain to five Heasked the partyleaderstokeep | 5 g 4 y ﬁ] 2ce Th
- - ation of Bangladesh. Housewife, years' jail each in the same caseand | patience. ing” accused in the Gatco case. The

T also believe that party leaders

blame on the reformust leaders, saying

ernment system So that women

widow and mother, Rehana Haque,

finedthemTk5 lakh each.

Earlier, he bade farewell to his

They told the court that they

accused include former ministers M

mdul;glgg re]e@di e a}?:d bm;;leﬁ: that the retonmists GInnot bring s party rﬁpresir:it‘ati\iesl ;:f:n be elected exemplifies the power of the individ- The three will have to serve one | wife, daughterand son. gggfi&d ]t;;l:]rea;t :ifskﬂ}ghbaé;zﬂ Saifur Rahman, Mannan Bhuiyan,
WO : : toget]?er,meycannmw,'dmdeq. through directelections. : ua}_lﬂ resist and ultimately preval ;o0 year in jail if they failed to pay Mojaheed quoted Nizami as | gc d'd P . . Nizami, MK Anwar, Shamsul Islam
Zia would bring about imely reforms Saifur Rahman also said his leader- On March 23, the council of against the ravages of war. The thefines. S5V *The dlondavill cleat ardthe ) did not earlier entertain a peti- N TR ik g pef

[in the party] through council of the
party,” hesaid.

Mannan Bhuiyan hoped that the
party leaders and workers would

ship became ineffective when the
party's standing commuttee members
withdrew their endorsement in him
through affidavits.

advisers approved in principle two
ordinances regarding formations
and functions of city corporations
and municipalities with the provi-

assured and lyrical prose evokes the

tumultuous birthing of a new nation

inanintensely personal narrative.”
Tahmima Anam has been in the

The convicts remain absconding
andwere tried in absentia.

In the first information report
(FIR) filed with Dhanmondi Police

people’srule will be restored.”
Meanwhile, senior Nayeb-e-

Ameer Abul Kalam Muhammad

Yousuf has been appointed acting

bon foranticipatory bail.

The PP opposed the bail petition,
saying the accused would be in jail
custody as there is no provision for

Chowdhury.

Saifur, who was leading the pro-
reform faction of BNP, is now in
Singapore while Amir Khasru has

engage themselves in ising the Mannan Bhuiyan and other | sion for reserving 40 per cent ofall | news since her book appeared last Station on July 25 la_st year, ACC giving bail in a case filed under the | _
party in field levels following the ideol-  yeformist leaders r:t;nlinued to hold | seats exclusivelyg furpwomen. But | Year creatingwavesingloballiterary  Assistant Director Sheikh Faiaz | 2M€er o T EPR. The petitioner would be pro- Péen absconding since the army-led
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‘ founderof the party. unify the party and leaders of both the Uk : 1 of of being published in 18 languages, accused took Tk 1 crore bribe from | A police team raided the New iail asper law; he said on corruption suspects.
He alsohoped that the people of the REOS BRI RE & DUl committee, the council o Al-Amin Construction Company | Elephant Road residence of former The . Brdebi.¢ d th BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
= factions even reached a consensus for | aqvisers at a special meeting on Ltd between February 17 and | agriculture minister and BNP leader e et O SEE BLIE g her younger son Arafat Rahman

countrywould work together to restore

the unity. The initiative however failed

April 24 fnalised the two ordi-

Ballot boxes

February 20, 2000 promising it to

MKAnwarbutdid not find him there.

accused to jail and sent the matter

democracy and achieve economic a5 Delwar refused to be a part of the sbv scrabping the provision award the work order for 2 Roads i related to division to the authorities Koko havg already been detained in
freedom as the country is now going  process until the decisions taken in the PDiﬁZiEﬂil[iﬂﬂ?)?*l[% [er cpenl T e sl A . and Highways Department (RHD) thfﬂﬂ:ﬁ&aﬁ)gjyﬁrﬁerﬁgﬁnzjﬂmﬁﬁ concerned for legal consideration. ~¢onnection with the case on
througha crisis. ing of October 29 were declared 0 CAAUISEpLEmher. | onstructionjob. e & in | The court also directed the jail Se€ptember 3 last year, immediately
. IUPEING I R for women. Sakh dahe BC. 55 Blan. S l | ter M Saifur Rahman is now in i |
Py e GICS X . canpelled. Ranjan K kar of S i e bl gt The FIR further said the manag- | 41,534 and former commerce min- | authorities to arrange proper treat-  afterfilingofthecase.
him from the party and appointed AR MEmAKAETb SRS ning toask the field level election g director of the company AN | t<¢er Amir Khasra Mahmud mentfor the accused, if necessary. The other absconding accused
Delwar as the new secretary general, Q I leaders Towards Bangladesh conducted officials to start preparing the draft Ahmed Bhuiyan gave the amount to C:hnwdhuryis hidinéin abroad, they Deputy Inspector General (DIG) are former shipping secretary
Bhuiyan claimed that the chairperson the discussion meeting where | Jist of presiding officers for the Manjuin two pay orders. Manjuwas | = 0 L S 0 Gulshaﬁjust of prisons Maj Shamsul Haider Zulfikar Haider Chowdhury, Gatco
did not follow the constitution of the E?ln:::r?l;ssnmte R fao among ‘ut_he\rls. Shirin Akzter de parliamentary election to avoid ~communications minister at that forformality. Siddiquj received the two accused atr  directors AKM Musa Kajol, Ehsan
partywhiletaking suchactions. “’iﬁl presidium member Syeda rarmayibi Tari, Dr Mahmuda | controversies over their recruit- umé.n December 12 last year, ACC A Dhaka court issued arrest war- | jail gate. Yusuf, Shahjahan M Hasib, former

Earlier, on June 25 last year,
Bhuiyan, accompanied by anumberof
other BNP leaders, unveiled a 15-point
reform proposal that was seen as an
atrempt to dislodge Khaleda Zia from
the post of chairperson. Khaleda Zia
was practically under ‘house arrest’ in
hercantonmentresidenceat the time.

Bhuiyan in his proposal said the
absolute power vested in the party
chief must be curbed by amending the
party constitution so that BNP can be
turned into a democratic organisation.
According to his proposal, the chair-
person would be elected for three

Sajeda Chowdhury in the chair
marking Hasina'shomecomingday.
The top AL leaders also asked the
Fa.rry actuvists to remain prepared to
orge movements anytime to free
their partychief.
Acting party President Zillur

‘Rahman could not join the discus-

sion due to illness. But in a written

Presidium member Amir Hossain
Amu said theywould decide whether
to hold dialogue with the govern-
mentin consultation with Hasina

‘All decisions will be taken in
presence of Sheikh Hasina,” he
added.

[slam of Women for Women,
Rokeya Kabir of Bangladesh Nari
Progati Sangha, Dr Wazedul Islam
Khan of Bangladesh Trade Union
Kendra and Shipa Hafiz of Brac
addressed the gathering.

Khaleda

Former law minister Moudud
Ahmed and former state minister
for energy AKM Mosharraf Hossain
are among the other charge-
sheeted accused.

Sources said Barrister Nowshad
Zamir may move the petition on

ment.

He said the draft list of the pre-
siding officers, who works as the
chief polling officials at the polling
stations, will be finalised after
disposingofobjections, ifany filed.

Banks

“We have agreed to fix the highest
celing of bank interest rate at 14
percent from the previous offer of
14.75 percent for productive sec-
tors,” BAB President Nazrul Islam
Mazumdar told reporters after the
meeung.

Lending to productive sectors

Assistant Director Abu Sayeed, also
the investigation officer (10) of the
case, submitted the charge sheet
against the three before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court showing 23 people as prose-
cution witnesses.

Special Public Prosecutor

liquor athis Dhanmondi home.

Buddha Purnima
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Buddhist religious flag atop all
monasteries, recitation of sacred

rantson May 15 against 12 "abscond-
Ing" accused in the Gatco case filed
by the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC).

A team led by Assistant
Commuissioner of Ramna Zone of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police Hamida
Akhter went to Anwar's residence on

for the last four days. The police,
however, searched the rooms of the
apartment.

"We went to the house with the
arrest warrant but the family mem-
bers told us that he [Anwar] did not
return home,” Hamida Akhter told

Mannan Bhuiyan was kept in the
Champakoli cell while Shamsul
[slamin onenear the jail hospital.

A senior jail official told The Daily
Star last night that as per the jail code
both Bhuiyan and Shamsul would
enjoydivisions.

With the two, a total of 49 prison-

his rival group in BNF, have been
alleging that corruption was rife in
the LGRD ministry when he was its
minister buthe enjoyed the blessings
of the caretaker government.

A brief brawl occurred between
the supporters of Bhuiyan and a

member of Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) AK Rashid Uddin
Ahmed and former shipping minis-
ter and late BNP leader Col (retd)
Akbar Hossain'swife JahanaraAnsar.

The arrestees in the case are
former health minister Dr
Khondaker Mosharraf Hossain,

Bhuiyan and his aides, without an Harun-ur Rashid moved for the | the eighth floor of Sheltech Sierra ridarieis o
mnsulun?ﬁun with Khaleda, also niti,  StamEment: read:out by AL leader /- rrom paGE 16 Sl Les ce f FROM PAGE 16 : . ACCbeforethe courts <. i« ... | Apam%}:fm at 9:50pm with the arrest | €S With division facilities are now formerstate minister for energy AKM_
“atedamovetoholdcounciloftheparty  2s2duzzaman _Noor, Zillur said | OnMay5, the commission pressed | Manufacturers, and- Exporters On June 26, 2007, Manju was | warrant. staying at DhakaCentral Jail. Mosharraf Hossain, former CPA chief
to bring about the amendments in the gﬂlth'-’él'an thge %ﬂliﬁ i‘;ﬂlﬁ ‘31!;3_131?*:* charges against Khaleda Ziaand 10 | Association (BKMEA) at the BAB handed down five years' simple The family members told the There was a controversy centring  finance and accounts officer Ahmed
ons ing Hasin . e . : : %
constitution. behindthe bis ping 4 | othersin thecase. office. %‘%Qgﬁg?;{?;ﬁ:;?ﬂg?f brg:ﬁg;; police thathe hadnotreturnedhome | Bbuiyanasmanyquarters,especially =~ Abul Qashem, former CPA chairman

Commodore (retd) Zulfiqur Ali,
former CPA chairman AMM
Shahadat Hossain, former CPA
directors AM Sanwar Hossain,
Luthful Kabir, Gatco Managing
Director Syed Galib Ahmed, Gatco
Director Syed Tanvir Ahmed, and

Presidium members Abdur : : : : verses from the Tripitak and break- | reporters after coming out of the f lawy th rt pre- Akbar'ssonlsmailH in Si
years, as opposed to two years at pres- . behalfofKhaleda Zia. include working capital and term . : P b §Toup oI lawyers on te court pre dl’ssonismal nossamnsimon.
o P 3 P Razzak and Tofail Aha;ned asked the loans. 5 ing offast by the monks. , apartmentat10:35pm. mises yesterday when a lawyer The ACC pressed charges against

The proposal angered most the Fﬁ a;nmmts [{: ﬁﬂvgnl:gﬂia%g ]U Students Businessmen have long been , Mass prayers, blood donation, Abdul Awal, caretaker of the | hurled abusivewordsathim. Khaleda and 23 others on May 13 for
leaders and workers of the party and Hasinrfng blaming the private commercial 53”8k3d32_a {Pf‘ESEﬂfﬂ“ﬂ” (o ‘Ihe_. ﬂP?ﬁ“:}-‘m- [Uldhfedpfﬁﬂﬂfﬂ fﬂ[“’ﬂ lhs Although a chase and counter- committingtheoffences.
they especially did not support his Presidium members Suranjit | FROMPAGE 16 A SRR Hginiees | NODISL clRaission, panciishilla ﬁf[:: :;Emz?osre.:;i;r oyl

proposal regarding the tenure of the

Sengupta and Mota Chowdhury, AL

They removed the barricades at

rates despite pressures from the

(prayer) and pradip puja will also

ettt acting General Secretary Syed | about 2:00am yesterday after the | 80Vernmentand the centralbank. be held. Gulshan police also raided the .
mﬁn :a|1r|:)e]uh'r o ch| ?‘Ermaleda o Ashralgm Firiat AT o] fofe thé’c Al | wriiversity authnritieg R FBCCI President Annisul Hug Special prayers will be offered at | Gulshan residence of Gatco Director ln a u a e
addressingaJubo Dal meetinginNew ~ SecretarySaberHossain Chowdhury, | them of securing the arested | “elcomed theratecutbutsaid, "The  the monasteries across the country | AKMMusaKajol butdidnot find him
Mukul Bose, Abdul Mannan, rate is still high and we have seeking peace, progress and pros- | there.

York over the phone, said, "Those who
jomed BNP from other partes are

conspiring to destroy the party in the
name of reforms, taking the opportu-

Mahamudur Rahman Manna,
Abdur Rahman, Yafes Osman, MA
Aziz and Qumrul Islam, among
others, were present.

Anti-terror ordinance
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with Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed in the chair gave the final
approval to the ordinance that con-
tains 10 chaptersand 44 sections.
Earlier, the council had approved
thelawin principle.
As per the new ordinance, terror-
ist acuvity has been defined as acts
through which a person forces the

injail plus monetary punishment.

If anyone gives shelter to a crimi-
nal, whose crimes may earn him
death sentence, then the shelter-
giver will get maximum 5 years' jail
and monetary punishment. The
shelter-giver will get maximum 3
years in jail and monetary punish-
ment if the perpetrator of crimes is
subject to life imprisonment or any

students' release. The proctor later
resigned as he failed to free them
despiterepeated attempts.

Chase and counter-chase
between students and police
ensued yesterday morning as the
students tried to put roadblocks on
the busy highway for the second
tme.

Nearly 1,000 police have been
deployed in and around the cam-
pustoavert further violence.

A tense situation was prevailing
in the university as the students
were demonstrating on the cam-
pus demanding the immediate
release of the detained students.

Desa clerk

demanded reducing it to 12 percent
forthe productive sectors.

"We willsitagain on this issue and
also on other charges the banks take
for different services," he said, add-
ing that banks charge 14-18 percent
interest rates for working capital and
term loans.

Annisul, however, said, "They [the
BAB] could not slash the rate any-
more considering the present eco-
nomic situation including soaring
inflation.”

Chairpersons of 29 private com-
mercial banks sat with the leading
trade bodies to discuss two major
Issues--reduction of interest rates
and help salvation of the sick indus-
[res.

Syed Manzur Elahi, Kazi

perity of the Buddhist community
aswell as the nation.

President lajuddin Ahmed and
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed in
separate messages greeted mem-
bers of the Buddhist community on
the occasion and announced the
dayasapublic holiday.

In his message, the president
said the ideology of Buddha is non-
violence and love for the humanity.
“Buddha worked relentlessly for a
lasting fraternity among all people
and wished happiness and welfare
of all creatures in the world,” he
added.

lajuddin hoped that all people
would work for welfare of the

Meanwhile, Dhanmondi police
raided the houses of former shipping
secretary Zulfikar Haider
Chowdhury and former member of
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) AK
Rashid Uddin Ahmed in
Dhanmondi.

Officer-in-Charge of Dhanmondi
Police Station Monwar Hossain said,
"Weraided theresidences of both the
accused but did not find them in
theirhouses."

He said neighbours told them
that Zulfikar had not returned to his
Dhanmondi-27 residence since the
charge was pressed against him. He
also said Rashid Uddin rented out his
house on Road-12 in Dhanmondi in
January and had since shifted to

FROM PAGE 1
collapsed. Family members who
arrived earlier had dug out the
body of his 13-year-old daughter,
Zhou Xiao, who was crushed on the
firstfloor.

Zhou cradled his wife in his
arms, holding her hand and strok-
ing her back while she sobbed
hysterically. "Oh God, oh God, why
1S life so bitter?" Liao Jinju wailed,
over and over. The couple's 9-year-
old son survived.

Experts say buried earthquake
survivors can live a week or more,
depending on factors including the
temperature and whether they
have water to drink but that sur-

Nuclear Safety Department who
only gave his surname, Li.

China has a research reactor,
two nuclear fuel production sites
and two atomic weapons sites in
Sichuan province, the French
nuclear watchdog has said, all
located 40-90 miles from the epi-
centre.

Chinese President Hu Jintao has
urged rescue teams to reach
remote villages battered by the
earthquake where the level of
damage remained unknown,
according to Xinhua.

That was reinforced by a group
of about 15 people who sur-
rounded an Associated Press

government or any other PETSON t0  otherprison terms. Akramuddin Ahmed, Muhammad A n_atiﬂn from their respective posi- somewhere else along with his fam- | vival prospects diminish rapidly reporter at a gasoline station in
do or refrain from doing any job by Bangladesh Bank will have the | FROMPAGE1 _ Rumee Ali, BGMEA President UODS. ily. after the first 24 hours. Mianyang city Sunday, appealing
creauing panic among the people or  authonity toidentify monetarytrans- | HiS insurance plans with | Anwar-Ul Alam Chowdhury Parvez The president will host a recep- A police raid to arrest another A "slightly bruised” man was forhelp for their village, Xiushui.

sections of the people with aview to  actions through banking channel for | Maghbazar and Eskatan branches | and BKMEA President Fazlul Hoque tion for the members of the | Gatco Director Shahjahan M Hasib | pulled out alive from a collapsed "The government is doing

jeopardising the integrity of
Bangladesh, its solidarity, security or
sovereignty and for that kills a per-
son, inflicts serious injuries, detains
or kidnaps or causes loss of property

tervor funding.
All crimes under the Ordinance

will be cognisable and non-bailable
offences.

One or more anti-terrorism

of American Life Insurance
Company total Tk 50 lakh while
shares in Kakrail Imperial
Multipurpose Company are valued

were present, among others, at the
meetng.

Buddhist community at
Bangabhabaninthe afternoon.

also brought no result as Hasib was

not in the house while Khilgaon
police said a team went to raid the
house of Gatco Director Ehsan Yusuf.

Another police team also raided

hospital Sunday after being
trapped for 139 hours, Xinhua
reported.

The World Health Organisation

nothing to help us,"” said one man,
who identified himself only by his
surname, Chen. "If I gave you my
complete name the government
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activity, they will be awarded death
sentence or hfe imprisonment or
maximum 20 years' and minimum 3
years' rigorous imprisonment,” says
thelatest anti-terrorism law.

In addition, there are provisions
forfining the offender.

Provisions for other sorts of pun-
ishment have also been made in the
ordinance for sponsoring terrorist
activities and sheltenng terrors.

If anyone provides money for
terrorist activity, then there are provi-
sions for maximum 20 years' and
minimum 3 years' imprisonment
and iary punishment.

f anybody is member of an

outlawed party, they will be given a
maximum six-month jail or mone-

n_ punishment or both,” says the

If anyone campaigns or broad-
casts programmes in support of an
outlawed party, they will earn maxi-
mum 7 years and minimum 2 years

ing. The cabinet formed a committee
for reviewing the draft bill. But the
term of that parliament expired
uhﬂethepmcasswasunderway

Thpeoscgjugciln -:c:lf advisers sent back
apro rindependent Pay Scale
for Bangladesh Bank for egynuﬂng
by the law ministry to see whether
there is ar?( need for a new act or
ordinance orit.

_proposal for approval of the
Public Accounts an iudit Review
Committee Ordinance 2008 was
placed the Finance Division. But
them *ting did not consider it

Earlier, the caretaker rnment
in a notification has formed the
Public Accounts and Audit Review
Committee for making audit report
inthe absence of parliament.

Members of

he is not the sole owner of the six-
storey building.

Asked about his other assets, he
said, “I have given all information
onmy wealth to the task force.”

Abul Kalam Azad, executive
engineer of the sales and supply
department at Desa
Kamrangirchar office, said,
“Patwari has been working under
me for only last three months. I am
notaware ofhis property.”

Desa sources said Patwari
joined Desa on June 16, 1985 as a
fourth class employee.

Meanwhile, a special task force
is working to know the extent of
corruption in Desa,

Earlier this year, another task
force unearthed corruption of
crores of taka by a section of staff at
Titas Gas Transmission and
Distribution Limited.

Savar and attend a state banquet at
Hotel Sonargaon today. He will also
host diplomatic reception and
Imamat banquet at the same venue
tomorrow.

Prince Aga Khan will lay the foun-
dation of the Aga Khan Academy at
Basundhara tomorrow and the
permanent Jamatkhana of the com-
munityonMay21.

The Aga Khan Academy will be
built on 21 acres of land at a cost of
around US$ 50 million to teach
brilliant students from the primary
to the secondary level and impart
training to teachers.

An official of the Aga Khan
Foundation said some 750 to 1200
Bangladeshi students will be admit-
ted to the Academy on the basis of
merit. The medium of reaching will
be both Banglaand English,

AS part of the commemoration of
Prince Aga Khan's Golden Jubilee

initatives and programmes.

Like his grandfather Sir Sultan
Mahomed Shah Aga Khan before
him, the Aga Khan has been con-
cerned about the well-being of all
Muslims, particularly in the face of
the challenges of rapid historical
changes.

Today, the Ismailis live in some 25
countries, mainly in West and
Central Asia, Africa and the Middle
East, as well as in North America and
Western Europe.

Over the four decades since the
present Aga Khan became Imam,
there have been major political and
economic changes in most of these
areas,

The Aga Khan has emphasised
the view of Islam as a thinking, spiri-
tual faith, one that teaches compas-
sion and tolerance and that upholds
the dignity of man, Allah's noblest
creation.

Sharmin onSeptember 9 lastyear,
The ACC submitted the charge

‘sheet against them on February 28

this year, mentioning 46 people as
prosecution witnesses.

The former minister was
arrested February 5 last year. The
other accused in the case are in
hiding.

Meantime, the charge sheet
dgainst the Khulna mayor was
submitted to Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Khulna.

Afish trader laid the case against
Tayebur and 16 others on
November 23 last year, alleging that
the accused extorted Tk 2 lakh from
him in the name of allotting him
shopsinacity fish market,

The complainant in his state-
ment said he paid the money to
Tayebur at the mayor's residence
on March 16in 2005,

not reported any disaster-related
outbreaks so far.

Meanwhile, flood threats from
rivers blocked by landslides from
the quake appeared to have eased
after three waterways near the
epicentre overflowed with no
problems, Xinhua said. County
officials diverted released water as
aprecaution.

The quake damaged some water
projects, such as reservoirs and
hydroelectric stations, but no
reservoirs had burst, Liu Ning,
engineer in chief with the Ministry
ofWater Resources, told Xinhua,
Worries about possible flooding
had sent thousands of people
fleeing the day before.

Nuclear facilities jolted by the
quake were confirmed Sunday as
safe, said'a man at the Ministry of

Environmental Protection's

Sunday in the Sichuan provincial
capitalof Chengdu.

“The current suffering of the
people of China as a result of this
terrible tragedy is in the thoughts
and prayers of the American peo-
ple,” said Brig. Gen. Charles
Hooper, defence attache at the US
Embassy in Beijing, who accompa-
nied the shipment.

Most of the American supplies
were to be rushed to hard-hit
Beichuan, said Sr. Capt. Guan
Youfei of the Chinese Defence
Ministry’'s foreign affairs office.

A 24-hour online memorial to
the victims sponsored by top
Chinese Web sites was launched
Sundayat2:28 p.m. EDT, exactly six
days after the earthquake, with
forums for people to post messages
of sympathy and virtual wreaths for
the dead.
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