Painting

Exhibition
of Leading Artists of

Bangladesh

Venue: Gallery Chitrak,
H 21, R 4, Dhanmondi
Date: May 16-20
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Artworks by Mahmudul Haque

FAYZzA HAQ

‘Mahmudul Haque, whose solo
exhibition is on at the' Bengal
Gallery, is exhibiting in Bangla-
desh after five years. In between
he has participated in various
joint exhibits as in Romania,
Brussels, the US e«

As an artist Haque always
moves on, wishing to bring in
new dimensions and expressions
in his work. He has endeavoured
to experiment in fresh ways,

Lt
fft,
-

w0

WJW.&“.:Jﬁr T ———— A i
¥

Theatre

Sampradaya

Time: 7pm

although his subject has repeat-
edly been nature. "By nature |
don't only mean rivers, trees,
skies and fields but also man,
says Haque. These are broughtin
an abstract way. "Paintings are
not only the imitations of nature.
The essence and beauty of
objects are moulded in the work.
When I present the foliage, barks
and leaves of grass I have to do
this through my brush and
colours. If 1 depict a flower, |
want to include its sweet fra-
grance too, and not just bring in
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Play: Roklo Karobi
Troupe: Nagark Natya

Venue: Mahila Samiti
Auditorium, Natak Swarani
Date: May 20

[

the joy of its colour.

"1 did various presentation of
nature in different phases such
as 'Foliage and life’, 'Rain’ and
this time I've broughtin the "The
dance of life on the horizon”. In
the limited space of the canvas,
I've tried to portray the vast
expanse of nature around me --
along with its rhythm, beauty
and irresistible charm. The
squares at the sides of the paint-
ings are windows and doors to
look out at the beauty around us:
the trees, leaves, flowers, birds
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and other elements of fauna and
flora. Even when 1 study the
rivers, I get a horizontal line,
which I'veé worked on profusely
on this occasion.”

Mahmudul Haque says, he
has learnt from all his teachers.
This includes Hashem Khan and
Kazi Abdul Baset, while Kibria
was his "spiritual guru", as he
puts it. "I admired Kibria's
essence of beauty with his mas-
tery over lines, colours and
forms. He taught me whenIwas a
student even during the holi-
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03:15 Kichhu Katha Kichhu Gaan
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Amar Ami

On Banglavision at 02:30 pm
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Horizon

Date: May 16-30
Time: 12pm-&pm

days. | was totally mesmerised by
his works such as 'Donkey and
the moonlight'. I was fascinated
by his development from natu-
ralistic paintings to abstraction.
An artist always aims at combin-
ing his individualism with his
work, 1 learnt the grammar of
painting from various teachers
but as regards the essence of
beauty, I got it from Kibria," says
Haque. "I admire him, but just as
I'm influenced by Van Gogh,
Matisse, Picasso, Miro, and
Rothko, I don't copy them; and
similarly I don't imitate Kibria,
but rather I try to adapt the finer
essence of Kibria's work."

Like his mentor Kibria, he too
went to Japan for further studies
for five years. His stay in Japan
naturally left its impact him in
his work. He has travelled to
Europe and the US visiting the
art galleries and learning from
them.

Talking about how different is
Bangladesh from Japan, Haque
says that the art students there
learn to value art from their
childhood, and fine arts moulds
their outlook and life from the
outset. "Art in Bangladesh is still
not understood and valued as it
should. When I was going to
study art, my family had
objected, not quite realising the
importance ofart,” says Haque.

He has won many awards
including the Shilpakala Award,
10* National Art Exhibition in
1992, and Honourable Mention
Award, 8" Asian Art Biennale,
1997. At present he is a professor
at the Dept. of Print Making at
the Institute of Fine Arts, D.U.

The exhibition ends on

May 30".
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Scent of a

Woman
On Zee Studio at
07:35 pm
Genre: Drama
Cast: Al Pacino,
Chris O'Dﬂnnnll
0840 SaangeetOngon
09:00 Riv Exclusive
09:05  Protidin
09:35 Bamey Bamey
10:03 Serial:
Poroshpor
11:00  Talk Show:
- Kingfisher Taroka
Alap
11:30  Drama Seral:
Aguntaak
1215  Wide Angle
12;35  Musical

Solo Painting

Title: The Dance of Life on the

Artist: Mahmudul Hague
Venue: Bangal Gallery of Fine
Arts, H 285/F, R 27 (0ld),
Dhanmondi
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Solo Painting |
Exhibition |

Title: Rhythm & Nature
Artist; Zahir Hossain
Venue: Afiance Francaise,
26, Mirpur Road, |
Dhanmondi N
Date: May 9- 22
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"Indiana Jones" rides into Cannes
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Whip-wielding archaeologist
Indiana Jones rode into Cannes on
Sunday, with star Harrison Ford,
director Steven Spielberg and
creator George Lucas Hoping to
avoid acritical lashing.

Indiana Jones and the Kingdom
of the Crystal Skull is the hotly
anticipated follow up to the third
chapter of the franchise, Indiana
Jones and the Last Crusade
released 19 years ago.

With a red-carpet world pre-
miere likely to be watched by
thousands of fans in the Riviera
resort and hundreds of reporters
and reviewers, the Cannes launch
guarantees maximum media
exposure as well as intense critical
scrutiny.

In 2006 The Da Vinci Code was
showcased in Cannes and received
a mauling from the critics. While
the cool reaction did not prevent it
making an estimated $760 million
(388 million pounds) at the world-
wide box office, it was an uncom-
fortable opening for the movie.

"It's always fun to come to
Cannes,” Lucas told reporters on
Saturday at a press event organ-
ised, unusually, before the first
screening of the film.

“It's a nice place when it's not
raining," he added, referring to
cool and wet weather during the
festival this year.

But he added that the risk of
negative reviews from the festi-
val's notoriously picky critics was
"probably higher" than a launch
in, say, Los Angeles, New York or
London.

Lucas also expected a backlash
from the public, recalling how
unpopular he was with many fans
when he revived the original Star
Wars franchise with the 1999
movie Star Wars Episode I - The
Phantom Menace.

"I explained to Steven when we
sat down on this, [ said ... when you
do a film that's this anticipated,
people have a tendency to believe
it's going to be the second coming
and no matter what you give them
they're going to be disappointed.

"We're all going to get people
throwing tomatoes at us. Butits a

fun movie to make. Weloveitr."

Ford was also confident the
fourth Indiana Jones instalment
would wow viewers.

"We have a degree of confi-
dence that it will be an expenence
that people will enjoy," the 65-
year-old said, adding that there
had been no attempt to hide his
age.

The story of the Crystal Skull is
set in 1957, 19 years on from the
plot of the third movie in a fran-
chise which has made over $1
billion at the global box office in
1980s dollar terms.

Ford teams up again with Karen
Allen as Marion Ravenwood, his
love interest in the first film, Raid-
ersofthe Lost Ark.

Shia LaBeouf also stars, and
Australian actress Cate Blanchett
plays Soviet agent Irina Spalko.

Asked if he, Spielberg and Ford
were planning a fifth Indiana
Jones movie, Lucas replied: "Har-
rison, Steven and I haven't talked
about it. We can't do it unless |
can come up with a good idea,
which I haven't"”
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Harrison Ford (C) in Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
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