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Militants occupy
Pak MP's house
in tribal area

AFP, Khar

n— e

An armed group of pro-Taliban
militants occupied a lawmaker's
house in a Pakistan tribal arca
vesterday, taking his relatives and
servants hostage, witnesses and
officials said.

Shaukatullah Khan was out of

town when up to 40 armed mili-
tants stormed his house in the
restive Bajaur tribal district that
borders Afghanistan.

*The Taliban are demanding that
Shaukatullah Khan hands over his
land and a hill from where marble is
extracted,” a local tribesman told
AFP requesting anonymuty. -

The militants said Khan had
made lot of money and it was the
property of local tribes, the man
added.

Local officials said they were not
vet aware of the militants'
demands, but had sent a jirga or a
peace committee of tribal elders to
negotiate the hostages' release.

It was not immediately clear
how many people had been taken
hostage

AFP, Bangkok/ Yangon
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A leading aid group warned yester-
day that thousands of young chil-
dren in cyclone-ravaged Myanmar
could starve to death within weeks
unless emergency food supplies
reach themsoon.

Save the Children said on its
website that the youngsters could
succumb to hunger “within two to
three weeks”,

"We are extremely worried that
many children in the affected areas
are now suftering from severe acute
malnourishment, the most serious
level of hunger,” said Jasmine
Whitbread, chief executive of Save
the Children UK.

"When people reach this stage,
they can die in a matter of days.

Children may already be dying as a
resultofalack offood.”

Cyclone Nargis tore a path of
destruction through southwest
Myanmar earlier this month, leav-
ing nearly 134,000 people dead or

" missing and affecting up to 2.5

million survivors, the United
Nations has said.

As many as 40 percent of the
needy are believed to be children,
and aid workers have become
increasingly frustrated by the
Myanmar regime's restrictions on
the relietfoperation,

Save the Children said that
30,000 children in the delta region
of Myanmar, one of the world's
poorest countries, were malnour-
ished belore the storm,

The cyclone destroyed food

stocks and rice paddies in the key
food producing region, raising
fears of a famine in the military-
ruled nation.

"With hundreds of thousands of
people still not receiving aid, many
of these children will not survive
much longer,” the statement said.

Meanwhile, the UN's top disaster
official John Holmes arrived in
Myanmar on Sunday on a three-day
visitto convince the reluctant regime
to open the doors to a massive reliel
effortafter Cyclone Nargis.

He arrived just hours after the
latest UN emergency report on the
country -- where around two mil-
lion survivors are lacking food and
water more than two weeks after
the storm hit -- said needs were still
critical.

Myanmar children could | A
starve to death within
weeks: Aid group

UN's top disaster official in Yangon
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PHOTO: AFP

Awoman affected by the cyclone Nargis and her children arrange clothes on what's left from a house in Dala on the

outskirts of Yangon Saturday. State television on Saturday put the latest toll at 77,738 dead and 55,917 missing from
Cyclone Nargis, which battered the country on May 2-3.

BJP questions
Manmohan's
commitment
in fighting
terrorism

P11, New Delhi

A day after Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh pitched for a
federal crime agency, the BJP on
Sunday questioned his commit-
ment to fight terror and said a new
agency would be of no use unless it
is armed with a POTA-type strin-
gentanti-terror law.

"Manmohan Singh's bonafides
in the war against terror are sus-
pect,” senior BJP leader Arun
Jaitley said, while asking whether a
federal agency under him fo deal
with terror crimes can really be
trusted given his "track record” in
the last four years.

"It is ironical that after being in
prime ministerial office for four
years, the prime minister has finally
woken up to the harsh and cruel
reality that prevention and investi-
gation of terrorism in India is on the
verge of collapse,” Jaitley said.

ministers from 55 countries.

PHOTO: AFP
US President George W. Bush (R) gestures as he speaks with Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani (L) aftera
bilateral meeting at the Hyatt Regency in Sharm el-Sheikh yesterday. Bush delivered a speech Sunday atthe opening
of the Middle East World Economic Forum in Egypt, attended by some 1,500 heads of state, business leaders and

THE DAWN, On Board PM's Special
Plane

Political parties will not become
hostage to President Pervez
Musharraf’'s wishes but they had to
have a working relationship with
him “despite our reservations’,
according to Prime Minister Yousuf
Raza Gilani.

Talking to journalists aboard a
special plane en route to the
Egyptian resort of Sharm el Sheikh
on Saturday, the prime minister
said: "We are adhering to the
Charter of Democracy and we are
committed to it. As a first step, we
have released the detained judges
and talks are under way. Every
wrong can be righted. We all want
the judges restored. There 1s a
disagreement only on the modality
ofimplementation.”

When reminded that there were
reports the president’'s camp was
working on a 'minus-one’ formula
(restoring the'pre-Nov 3 judiciary

Lankan air fo

rebel centre

Ground battles kill 17 insurgents

AP, AFP, Colombo

Sri Lankan air force helicopters
bombed a Tamil Tiger rebel opera-
tions centre in the contested north,
while separate ground battles
killed 17 insurgents, the military
said Sunday.

Air force pilots bombed the
rebel center in northern Mannar
district on Saturday, the military
said in a statement [t did not give
details of any casualties or damage
caused in the attack.

Russian-built Mi-24 helicopter
gunships backed troops advancing
towards rebel-held areas in the
Mannar area on Sunday, air force
spokesman Wing Commander
AndrewWjesuriya said.

On Saturday, ground troops

killed 17 rebels in combat in the
restive regions of Mannar, Vavuniya
and Weli Oya, the ministry statement
said, without giving any details about
government casualties.

Rebel spokesman Rasiah
[lanthirayan was not immediately
available forcomment.

The government and rebels
often release conflicting reports on
the fighting, exaggerating enemy
casualties and lowering their own
losses.

Independent confirmation of
the claims is impossible because
reporters are not allowed in the war
Zone.

Also Saturday, the military said
it captured Palampiddi town from
Tamil Tiger rebels in Mannar dis-
trict. Military spokesman Brig.

rce bombs

Udaya Nanayakkara said capturing
Palampiddi was strategically
important because it would block
the rebels' supply route between
the northernVavuniya and Mannar
districts.

The government has vowed to
crush the rebels by the end of the
year and dismantle their de facto
administration.

Both sides are known to down-
play their own losses and inflate
enemy casualties. The figures
cannot be independently verified
as the government bars media, aid
workers and rights groups from
visiting the war-ravaged areas.

Fighting has escalated since the
government pulled out of a tattered
six-year truce with the Tiger rebels
In January.
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Parties not to become
hostage to Musharraf's
wishes: Gilani

without the deposed chief justice
[ftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry),
he said it was not necessary that all
of the president's desires be ful-
filled.

"He wanted a political system
minus Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif, but their parties are very
much a part of the system now ...
But we have inherited a president
and we will have to have a working
relationship with him despite our
reservations.”

He said he had an 'excellent
relationship’ with Nawaz Sharif
and expressed the hope that he
would continue to support the
coalition government.

He said he did not doubt that the
PML-N would rejoin the cabinet
soon after the finalisation of legis-
lation forreinstating the judges.

He assured the journalists that
judges would be reinstated and
that both the major coalition
partners would complete their
tenure.

AFP, Herat

Fifteen Taliban rebels were killed in
an operation by the Afghan military
in a troubled southwestern prov-
ince, a military commander said
here yesterday.

The Islamic rebels were killed in
a gunbattle in the southwestern
province of Badghis on Saturday,
colonel Ghulam Sakhitold AFP.

"We killed 15 Taliban in face-to-
face fighting," the colonel, who led
the operation in the province's
Ghormach district, said. Several
other rebels were injured, he
added, withoutgiving a figure.

The rebels were killed during an
operation launched in several prov-
inces lastweek, the colonel said.

The Taliban are trying to take
back power in an insurgency that
has gained pace in the past two
years with a string of suicide
attacks, some of which Afghan
security officials say show signs of
Al-Qaedainfluence.

Meanwhile, Afghan intelligence
agents freed early Sunday an
Indian and a Nepalese national
kidnapped a month ago by

Aféhan arrﬁy kills 15

militants in gunbattle
Kidnapped Indian, Nepalese freed

unknown militants In western
Afghanistan, security officials said.

The men were in good condition
and undergoing medical check-
ups before flying home after their
ordeal, said Sayed Ibrar Hashimi,
head of security at a Herat province
police camp where the pair were
broughtjustafter dawn.

He identified them as Indian
Muhammad Naeem, aged about
40, and Gurong Karna Bahudur,
about 55. Both were contracted to
supply logistics to Afghan police
training camps.

Intelligence forces had located
the place where the two were held
and raided overnight, provincial
intelligence chief Habibullah
Habib told AFP.

"We arrested the head of the
kidnapping group,” Habib said,
adding efforts would continue to
round up other men suspected of
involvement.

The pair went missing April 21
while travelling in Adraskan dis-
trict, which borders Iran. Their
Afghan driver told authorities that
gunmen had taken the foreigners
but freed him.

PHOTO: AFP

Indian national Muhammad Naeem ,40, (L) and Nepalese national Gurong
Karna Bahudur ,55, sit at their office after being released by kidnappers in
Adraskan district some 90km south of Herat province yesterday.

AP, Bangkok

It is a life-or-death question: If mil-
lions of people are atrisk, is it accept-
able to sit on the sidelines and watch
an undemocratic and unprepared
regime mismanage a crisis?

With the death toll climbing,
foreign leaders and international
aid organisations are faced with an
increasingly urgent need to bal-
ance respect for Myanmar's sover-
eignty with a moral responsibility
to help its population.

Just hoping the government in
Myanmar, also known as Burma,
will do the right thing may not be
enough. And though it appears
unlikely they will be called in,
several military powers are capable

of intervening, whether the junta
likesitornot.

“We want to do this in a collabora-
tive, cooperative way with the author-
ities in Burma,” said Mark Malloch-
Brown, the British minister for Africa,
Asiaand the United Nations.

But he stressed "a lot of lives are
atrisk "

"The international community
cannot take ‘'no’ for an answer,” he
said here Thursday. "It's a race
against time, and we are not
rachetingup fastenough.”

Options available to foreign
powers include unauthorised
airdrops, coastal landings or heli-
copter operations. But considering
the junta's current stance, any such
moves could potentially spark a

World faces limits to
ship aid to Myanmar

military incident.

Authorisation of intervention by
the United Nations Security
Council remains unlikely. China,
Myanmar's biggest ally, has veto
power and has in the past blocked
resolutions against the junta.

Some aid, perhaps just enough for
Myanmar's leaders to keep foreign
governments from making unauthor-
ised aid drops or boat landings, was
getting through two weeks after the
deadlycycloneofMay2-3.

Tons of foreign aid including
water, blankets, mosquito nets,
tarpaulins, medicines and tents
have been sent to Myanmar, but its
delivery has been slowed down by
bottlenecks, poor infrastructure
and bureaucratic tangles.

THE DAWN, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has warned that the recent
blasts in Jaipur were of a piece with
the objectives of their perpetrators to
derail improving ties with Pakistan. Dr
Singh also spoke on Saturday of the
need to thwart these attempts with a
soundstrategy.

His comments suggested that the
issue could be discussed this com-
ing week during the visit to
Islamabad by Foreign Minister

Pranab Mukherjee and also possibly
by Indian Foreign Secretary Shiv
Shankar Menon who is expected to
fly there on Monday to review the
fourth round of the India-Pakistan
Composite Dialogue.

"There is no doubt that terrorist
elements have many objéectives 10
disturb the atmosphere of communal
harmony in our country, to create
communal disturbances and also to
prevent normalisation of relations
between India and Pakistan,” Dr Singh
told reporters in Bagdogra in West
Bengal after wrapping up his two-day

‘Jaipur blasts targeted .
improving Indo-Pak ties’

visitto Bhutan.

“We have to be mindful of these
nefarious designs and we have to
adopt an efiective strategy (o counter
all these dangers,” he was quoted by
PressTrust of India as saying.

Dr Singh's observations indicated
a key difference in the approach to
the Jaipur blasts with the oppositon
Bharatiya Janata Party, whose leaders
have blamed Pakistan and
Bangladesh without explaining how
the two governments, both currently
nurturing goodwill for Delhi, might
have benefited.
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