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Baugh tests
Aussies

AFP, Trelawny

Stuart MacGill gave evidence that he
could pose a serious challenge to
West Indies, when he heﬁ ed
Australia to take control of Lﬂclr
three-day tour match against
Jamaica.

MacGill was the most successful
Australia bowlerwith four wickets for
79 runs from 21 overs, but he was
overshadowed by Carlton Baugh Jr,
whose undefeated 111 was the back-
boneofJamaica's firstinnings total of
279,

The opening pair of Phil Jaques --
not out on 44 -- and Simon Katich --
not out on 35 -- safely navigated
Australia to 89 without loss when
stumps were drawn on the opening
day at the Trelawny Multi-Purpose
Stadium.

MacGill is eyeing a return to the
Test side following recent wrist sur-
gery, and he would have gained a
boost of confidence, after he
removed Lorenzo Ingram for 10,
Shawn Findlay for six, and Xavier
Marshall for 30 in a 12-over spell, as
Jamaica declined to 135 for five at
lunch.

After the interval however, he and
the Australian bowlers had to endure
the pyrotechnics from Baugh.

Australia may not encounter the
pint-sized Jamaica wicketkeeper-
batsman again on this trip, since the
last time he played for West Indies
was the Final of the 2006 Champions
TrophyinIndia.

But the Aussies' would have been
shell-shocked by his destructive
display that gave the West Indies
selectors a healthy nudge in the ribs,
as he blasted his eighth first-class
hundred.

Brad Haddin had a memorable
day behind the stumps snaring three
catches and effecting two stumpings,
but he failed to hold an edge from
Baugh, when the batsman was on
seven.

Australia paid for this miss, as
Baugh ravaged nine fours and a pair
of sixes from 112 balls, and added 89
for the ninth wicket with tail-ender
Gavin Wallace, after the Jamaicans
subsided to 205 foreight.

Australia again tumed to MacGill,
and he made the breakthrough.
when he had Wallace caught behind
for 22 before Brett Lee brought the
innings to aclose.

This is Australia's only practice
match prior to next week's opening
Test of three against West Indies,
starting on Thursday at Sabina Park
in the Jamaica capital of Kingston.

The second Test starts on May 30
at the Vivian Richards Cricket
Ground in Antigua, and the third Test

starton June 12atKensington Ovalin
Barbados.

The Aussies also contest a
Twenty20 International on June 20 at
Kensington Oval, as well as five One-
dayInternationals--onJune 24 atthe
Arnos Vale Sports Complex in St
Vincent, on June 27 and 29 at
Queen's Parkin Grenada, and on July
4 and 6 atWarmner Parkin St. Kitts.

Australia hold the Frank Worrell
Trophy -- symbol of supremacy
against West Indies -- and they have
not lost a Test series in the Caribbean
since 1991.

Abahani salvage
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only to have it back in the blink of
an eye before firing home from an
acute angle.

The double blow served as a
wakeup call for Abahani, who
bounced back in the 24th minute
with Shuvo reducing the margin
from the penalty corner.
Mohammedan however were
quicktoretaliatewhen Isasounded
the board from a conventional
penalty cornerin the 30th minute.

After the breather, Abahani
regrouped and changed their
strategy to take control in the
midfield and Pakistani Imran made
it 3-2 in the 46th minute before
Chayan broke the Mohammedan
hearts with that stunning
equaliser. The draw left Abahani at
the top with 19 points while third-
placed Mohammedan improved
their tally to 17 points.

In the day's other match, Sonali
Bank rode on Kirshna Kumar's
hattrick to bounce back froma goal
down to trounce Wari Club 5-1. The
bankersled the first-half2-1.

Krishna netted four goals and
Iqbal Nader added the other for the
winners while Farid scored for
Wari.

Sarwan to lead
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squad was named following a pre-
series camp in Antigua.

SQUAD

Brenton Parchment, Runako
Morton, Ryan Hinds, Ramnaresh
Sarwan (captain), Shivnarine
Chanderpaul, Devon Smith,
Dwayne Bravo, Denesh Ramdin,
Jerome Taylor, Daren Powell,
Darren Sammy, Sulieman Benn,
Amit Jaggernauth, Fidel Edwards.

Mashrafe
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Although the 35-year-old Sanwar

singled out Mashrafe, he praised
his team's work ethic and said that
the return of all-rounder
Mushfiqur Rahman would boost
his side a great deal. The discarded
national all-rounder returned in
Biman's last game against BKSP
after a lengthy break due to back
injury.

The match will be telecast live
on Bangladesh Television (BTV)
from9am.

PHOTO: AFP
England openerAlastair Cook is a picture of perfect balance as he punches the ball off the back-foot towards mid-off

during the second day's play of the first Test against England at Lord's In London yesterday.
S

KP could be the costliest

\&L | Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Kevin Pietersen expects to be play-
ing in India next year, and is on the
verge of signing the most lucrative
deal yet witnessed in the Indian
Premier League, after being offered
in excess of 4 million dollars for a
three-year contract by an undis-
closed IPL franchise.

According to a report in Saturday’s
Daily Mail, the deal has been financed
by one of India's wealthiest families,
who want Pietersen to sign "at any
price’. Mahendra Singh Dhoni is
currently the most valuable player in
the competition, eaming in excess of
1.5 million dollars a year, but such is
Pietersen's appeal --on the fieldand off
it-- his final figure could yet top that.

The news comes as a blow to the
England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB), who had hoped to prevent
their players from being lured to
India ahead of a pivotal summer
that includes the ICC World
Twenty20 and, of course, the Ashes.
An ECB insider told the Daily Mail
that the head coach, Peter Moores,

would have the final say on which
contracted players would be per-
mitted to join the IPL, but in
Pietersen's case, they were already
resigned to making an exception.

Pietersen is currently 28 and
approaching his prime as a crick-
eter. He has not missed a Test for
England since making his debut in
the 2005 Ashes, although he will
now face a busy run-up to the 2009
rematch against Australia, with
England scheduled to tour the
Caribbean in February and March
before his proposed three-week
stint in India. The ECB are naturally
fearful of what could happen if the
workload proves too much for him,
or any other colleagues who might
be lured by the IPL, but they are
privately resigned to the situation.
One man who would not be allowed
to take part, however, would be
Andrew Flintoff, given his ongoing
fitness problems.

Speaking to the same paper
earlier in the week, Pietersen set his
stall out to play for England until he
is 35, but insisted that he shouldn't
be denied the opportunity to make
the most of his prime years. "I do
wonder how long I'm going to do
this for,” he said. "Time will tell. I

could get injured tomorrow and
would be finished. That's why [ was
frustrated and irritated when we
weren't allowed to go to India. |
definitelywantto gonextyear."

It had been mooted in some
quarters that Pietersen could chose
to go freelance if the ECB didn't
accede to his demands, but he
denied that this had entered his
thoughts. "Turning down a central
contract is not something that has
entered my head yet," he said, "but
itwould be horrendous if four or five
of England's best players decided to
do that and go to India instead. We
should notbe inaposition where we
have to choose. Nooneelsehad to.”

In a more promising develop-
ment for the ECB, their proposed
tie-up with Allen Stanford is nearing
completion. According to the Daily
Telegraph, the deal will be worth
200 million dollars over five years,
with an annual 20 million dollars
match to be staged in Antigua until
2012. "The lawyers are still working
on the fine print," the ECB's chief
executive, David Collier, told the
paper, "but we have finalised our
negotiations and everything is in
place.”

Rajasthan on a roll
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who quickly made his presence felt
with a couple of superb pull shots
when Kumble pitched it fractionally
short. Smith reached his half-century
in the same over, pulling the last ball of
Kumble's spell over midwicket for six
Dravid turned to pace, medium pace
and spin, but the run-fest continued
unabated as Watson teed off when-
ever the ball was pitched on a length,
freeing his arms to cut, pull and drive
the bowlers.

As has happened throughout
the tournament, Bangalore were let
down in the field as well. Apart
from Devraj Patil's poor form
behind the stumps, there were
misfields galore in the outfield.
Misbahul Haq dropped a tough
chance from Watson when he was
on 19, Praveen Kumar didn't react
at all to a lofted shot from Smith
four balls later when it dropped a
few feet in front of him, and Vinay
Kumar rounded off a miserable
performance by missing a sitter

fromWatsonin the final over.
Bangalore's run-chase was a
non-starter. The out-of-sorts ]
Arunkumar holed out to mid-off in
the first over. Misbah's disappoint-
ing tournament continued -- he
has now scored 32 runs in four
innings -- as he hopelessly miscued
a pull to mid-on, and when Virat
Kohli chopped on onto his stumps
off the impressive Sohail Tanvir,
Bangalore's total read a shambolic
5 for 3. Kallis's method of moving
across his stumps and flicking
everything to the on side fetched
him a disappointing 20 from 29
balls. The difference in the fielding
of the two teams came out starkly
too, as Shane Warne plucked off a
stunning caught-and-bowled low
to his right when Zaheer Khan
clubbed one straightback to him.
The only show of resistance
came from Dravid, whose unbeaten
75 was a strong message to the rest
of his batsmen. The result was
admittedly a foregone conclusion,

but Dravid made his point emphati-
cally, carving six sixes, including
three in an over from Yusuf Pathan.
That knock lifted Bangalore to a
somewhat respectable total, but it
was hardly enough to stop
Rajasthan, who have nowwon all six
gamesathome.

SCORES IN BRIEF
RAJASTHAN ROYALS: 197 for 1 in
20 overs (Smith 75 not out,
Asnodkar 50, Watson 46 not out;
Kumble 1-32)

BANGALORE ROYAL CHALLEN
GERS: 132 for 9 in 20 overs (
Kohli 3, Kallis 20, White 10, Dravid 75
not out, Patil 9, Zaheer 1, Kumble 8;
Tanvir 3-10, Patel 2-21, Warne 3-23,
Trivedi1l-23)

Result: Rajasthan Royals won by 65
runs.

Man-of-the-match: Graeme
Smith.

Umpires: BF Bowden (New
Zealand) and SL Shastri.

Toss: Bangalore Royal Challengers.

King Kahn bids goodbye
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and Manfred Kaltz (581) playing
more matchesin the top flight.

The 86-times capped Kahn
almost single-handed led
Germany into the 2002 World Cup
final, only to blunder there as Brazil
won 2-0. He saved three penalties
against Valencia in 2001 to give
Bayern the Champions League
trophy, one of 16 titles he won with
Germany's number one club.

Kahn has been named every-
thing from "Titan" (in Germany)
and "King Kahn" (Fans in Asia
where he is immensely popular) to
"Son of a Bitch” (angry Spanish
fans who he frustrated so many
times in matches against Real
Madrid, Valencia or Getafe) during
his career spanning almost two
decades.

He was pelted with bananas and
a golf ball by irate German fans;left
his pregnant wife for a new girl-
friend and physically attacked
players himself.

But everything he did and said
in one way or another only under-
lined his unique dedication.

The bananas were thrown in
reference to his almost gorilla-like
stature from many hours spent in
the gym and on the training field.

His motto is "never give up,”
according to his profile on the
Bayern website. His characteristics
are listed there as "impatient,
disciplined, ambitious.”

Kahn's career started at SC
Karlsruhe where he played his first
Bundesliga match in 1987 and was
a regular starter from 1990
onwards. He then left for Munich in
1994 to become a legend.

The almost brutal attacks on
Dortmund's Heiko Herrlich and
Stephane Chapuisat, Leverkusen's
Thomas Brdaric, or even a Munich
teammate at the time in Andreas
Herzog made plenty of headlines.

Kahn names them "positive
aggression, saying: "I often use my
body language to show my team
'complete presence’ - and to instil
respect, or even better fear, on the
opponent.

Others had a different view of
these outbursts.

"He didn't bite me, but I was
happy because this unique athlete
had shown a weakness,” said
Herrlich of the 1999 incident.

Regardless of his antics there is
no debate that Kahn was a superb
goalkeeper who won or lost many
memorable matches.

The 1999 Champions League
final which Munich lost in the final
minutes against Manchester
United. The 2002 World Cup final in
Yokohama, where the images of
him sitting leaning against the right
post amid celebrating Brazilians
arealastingmemory.

Munich's Champions League
triumph in 2001, the remarkable
Bundesliga triumph a few days
earlier that year from Patrick
Andersson's goal. Or even just a
fewweeks ago the UEFA Cup match
in Getafe where Kahn raced into
the penalty area in the last seconds
of extra time and Luca Toni scored
the deciding goal.

By then Kahn's image had
already become far more posi-
tive, due to fewer outbursts and
the wisdom of an elder football
statesman.

Then coach RudiVoeller named
the 2002 World Cup the turning
point with Kahn allowing just one
goal in six matches to the final, and
his error then making him "human
afterall.”

But Kahn showed the biggest
greatness in his darkest career
hour, being degraded to Germany
number two behind long-time foe
Jens Lehmann by coach Juergen
Klinsmann just ahead of the home
World Cup in 2006.

The entire nation expected him
to withdraw from the team, but
instead Kahn was a devoted mem-
ber of the squad and then even
walked up to wish Lehmann luck
ahead of the penalty shootout with
Argentina.

"I heard what Kahn said. It
wasn't advice, it was encourage-
ment. This gesture impressed me
immensely. It was absolutely hon-
est, absolute greatness...I bow
before this sporting spirit of Oliver
Kahn," said goalkeeper coach
Andreas Koepke.

Even Arsenal's Lehmann had a
fond message for Kahn last
Saturday in ZDF television.

"Despite all our rivalry, I have
got to say that your attitude has
always impressed me immensely. I
could never lose the motivation to
train hard because I knew there
was somebody in Munich who was
training even harder or equally
hard with the aim of being the best.

"It helped me to improve and
also deal with competition for a
place at club level and I thank you
for that and wish you all the best for
the future,” said Lehmann.

Deccan down,
but not out

PT1, Hyderabad

The Deccan Chargers would leave
their disappointments behind and
plan ahead for the future in the
Indian Premier League Twenty20
tournament, sald captain Adam
Gilchristyesterday.

Though the team is disap-
pointed over its rough patch, It is
determined to do well in future, he
said in an interaction, along with
VVS Laxman, with the listeners of a
private FM network here.

Echoing Gilchrist's words,
Laxman sald it 1s most unfortunate
that the team Is not qualifying for
the semifinals of the Inaugural IPL
tournament,

The team will be around for the
next year and it can plan for the
future, he said,

The stylish Hyderabad batsman
wanted the fans to keep supporting
the tearn and have faith int.

To a query, Gilchrist said IPL is
an exciting concept and that he
thoroughly enjoyed playing in the
competition. The Australian had a
word of praise for young players
like Rohit Sharma and Andhra's
Venugopal Rao and PVijay Kumar.

Sharma, who is only 21, played
consistently well in the series, a
quality which the team lacked, he
said.

With 331 runs, Sharma is the
highest run-getter for the Deccan
Chargers in the contest. The
Mumbai batsman has already
made an impact with his remark-
able performance, Laxman said,
describing him as an excellent
prospect for the country.

With only two wins from 10
matches, Deccan Chargers are
virtually out of the semifinal race in
the IPL series. The team faces
Mumbai Indians on Sunday.

Dada's advice
to Bhajji

AGENCIES, undated

As Harbhajan Singh serves yet
another ban for an on-field spat,
former India skipper Sourav
Ganguly offers the beleaguered off-
spinner a simple piece of advice to
steer clear of controversies -- "con-
trol your aggression”.

" ... We have all (the senior play-
ers) reasoned with him and he
needs to understand how vital he is
to the team and so he should con-
trol himself," Ganguly said.

Harbhajan was handed a five-
match ODI ban besides being
barred from the remainder of the
Indian Premier League for slapping
India teammate S Sreesanth after
an IPL matchlastmonth.

The flamboyant bowler remains
apologetic about the incident and
has said the ugly episode was the
worst crisis he has had to deal with
after the emotional turmoil he
faced following the death of his
father.

Cook fifty
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ENGLAND: First innings (over-

night 68-0)

Strauss notout 31
Cooknotout 53
Extras: (nb-5) 5

Total: (Fornolossin30.2 overs) 89
To bat: Vaughan, Pietersen, Bell,
Collingwood, Ambrose, Broad,
Sidebottom, Panesar, Anderson.

Bowler ) s R e
Martin 13 2 3h -~
Mills 9.2 Pl 12 R |
Southee P L g |
Oram SRR 1 LT

LOCAL SNIPPETS
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At the Dhaka University ground,

Shahriar missed his hundred by
just one run but made sure Prime
Dholeswar won by six wickets over
Gopibagh Friends in the.

The right-handed opener
smashed three sixes and ten
boundaries on his way to an
unbeaten 99 in a 45-overs-a-side
match as Dholeswar chased 223
runs set by Gopibagh (222-9) in
42.3 overs.

In the other match, Dhanmondi
Pragati (135 all out) defeated
Prantik Krira Chakra (136-7) by
three wickets at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium.

UNIVERSITY CRICKET
State University (SUB) banked on
Jishan's all-round show to beat
Brac University by 20 runs in the
ULAB Fair Play Twenty20 tourna-
ment at the Ramchandrapur cam-
pus ground yesterday.

The left-handed batsman first
scored 48 to help SUB reach 135-8
in 20 overs and then his medium-
pace yielded three wickets and
restricted Bracto 115-9.

SUB will take on ULAB in the
return-leg match today.

CHESS COACHING

A chess coaching programme,
organised by the Kasparov Chess
School, began at the federation
hallroom.

Shantanu Lahiri of India will
instruct the participants of the
weeklong course, inaugurated by
International Women's Master
Rani Hamid.

Ranadeb Dasgupta, Haroon-ur
Rashid, FIDE Master Abu Sufian,
Mizanur Rahman, Enayet Hossain
and Masudur Rahman gave
speeches during the launch.

India-Argentina final

ﬂﬂ Hockey

AFP, Ipoh

A young Indian team edged
Malaysia 2-1 on Saturday to qualify
for the final of the Sultan Azlan
shah Cup field hockey tourna-
ment.

Indla, with 12 points from four
wins and two defeats, is ranked
second In the seven-nation stand-
ing. The junior team will meet
Argentina in Sunday's final.

Argentina had thrashed India 5-
1 in the preliminary rounds of the
tournament. In Saturday's game,
they drew 2-2 with Canada but still
topped the charts with 14 points
from four earlier wins and two
draws,

Hosts Malaysia finished last in
the standings with four points from
sixmatches. They will not feature in
the playoff match.

Malaysia, who needed a win
over India to play off for fifth place,
had the chance to take the lead in
the fifth minute.,

Forward S. Selvaraju's hit from
the left bounced off goalkeeper
Adrian Dsouza's pads. However,
Tengku Ahmad Tajuddin failed to
push the ball into the goal.

India snatched a 2-0 lead within
three minutes in the first 15 min-
utes of the match. Defender
Sandeep Singh's free hit from the
right was well connected into the
goal by Shivendra Singh in the 12th
minute,

Three minutes later, Indlawon a
penalty stroke when defender
Mohd Madzli Tkmar Mohd Noor
stopped a penalty corner flick with
his body.

The lanky Sandeep Singh then
addedto the Indian side's lead after
goalkeeper S. Kumar's attempts to
save the ball went the wrong way. It
was his eighth goalin six matches,

Malaysian forward Ismail Abu
had a chance to score in the 20th
minute with just goalkeeper
Dsouzatobeat, but he failed.

Malaysia, who went all out to
score, later earned a penalty corner
with six seconds remaining on the
clock. Defender Mohd Amin Rahim

scored off alow flick.

"Although we failed to qualify
for the playoff, my boys played wel)
against India. We created a lot of
chances,” said Malaysian coach
Sarjit Singh.

India coach A K Bansal said they
were delighted to come back from
two defeats in the first two matches
to qualify for the final.

"We won the last four matches,
and the win over Malaysia was
really good as they gave us a fight
until the last seconds.

"We lost to Argentina in the
preliminary rounds and will go all
out to get the better of them,”
Bansal said.

Meanwhile, Argentina took a 2-
0 lead with field goals by Facundo
Callioni in the 47th minute and
Martin Ezequiel Sosa in the 59th
minute,

Canadafought backin thelastnine
minutes of the match to equalise.

Sukhwinder Singh scored off a
penalty corner set piece in the 61st
minute, and with one minute
before time was up, Ravi Kahlon
equalised from close range.

Federer breezes into final

|§ aTennis

AFP, Hamburg

Defending champion Roger
Federer will contest the final of the
Hamburg Masters Series here for
the fifth time in his career after
seeing off Italy's Andreas Seppi in
Saturday's semifinal.

The world number one was
again untroubled, as he has been
throughout this tournament, when
he recorded a 6-3, 6-1 win over
Seppi, ranked 43rd in the world,
who had reached the last four of a
Masters Series for the first time.

The Italian had his chances, but

Federer never allowed him to settle
and having dominated through-
out, he broke the [talian's serve for
the third and final time in the sec-
ond set to claim the win in 79 min-
utes.

“It was quite a long first set and I
created a lot of opportunities which
wore him down for the second,” said
Federer on a soggy day in Hamburg
where the stadium roof was closed
dueto persistent rain.

“The clay was quite wet and
heavy, which meant it was good for
the drop shots and Seppi used that
tacticewith someniceshots.”

The Swiss master and four time
winner here plays the victor of the
show-down between clay-court

King Rafael Nadal and Australian
Open champion Novak Djokovic in
Sunday's final.

Having beaten Nadal in last
year's final, 2-6, 6-2, 6-0, to break
the Spaniards 81-match winning
streak, Federer said he was relish-
ing the final having not dropped a
sethereso far.

He said: "I came here last year
having just split with my coach and
coming from Rome, | wasn't happy
with my mental approach.

"I was really aggressive on my
back-hand in the final, but it was a
good hard match and I am sure
tomorrow (Sunday) will again be
good preparation for Roland
Garros.”

Mumbai maul Kolkata

CRICINFO, undated

3

Shaun Pollock
led a stand-out
seam-bowling
performance
as the Mumbai

DLFAI )
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most convincing win of the Indian
Premier League, and their fifth in a
row, handing the Kolkata Knight
Riders an eight-wicket drubbing at
theWankhede Stadium on Friday.

None of Kolkata's batsmen came
to terrns with the seamer-friendly
pitch, crumbling to an embarrassing
67 all out -- the lowest score of the
tournament and the fifth-lowest in
all Twenty20 matches -- before
Sanath Jayasuriya hastened the
finish with a 17-ball 48, as Mumbai
sailed home with 87 deliveries to
spare -- a record in all Twenty20
games -- significantly boosting their
hopes ofasemifinal berth.

The visitors were put in by Sachin
Tendulkar, who won his second toss
in a row, but even he wouldn't have
dreamed of the display his bowlers
served up. The pitch helped signifi-
cantly, offering bounce and plenty of
seam movement to each of the five
bowlers who were used -- in fact, so
good were the conditions for seam
bowling that Rajesh Pawar, the left-
arm spinner who made his IPL
debut, wasn't even pressed into the
attack.

The start was deceptively normal,
with Salman Butt moving away to
club Pollock down the ground for
four, and then carving Ashish Nehra
for the 400th sixof the IPL. From then
on, only one team did all the cele-
brating.

Pollock led the way, bowling with
impeccable control, seaming the ball
both ways from a perfect length, and
giving the batsmen no chance.
Against a top four that has an equal
mix of right- and left-handers,
Pollock kept his line around off
stump against both, extracting
bounce and seaming the ball away to

induce the edge. Butt was the first to
perish to the movement, getting a
leading edge while trying to flick,
offering Tendulkar the first of four
catches.

Thereafter, the slide was swift
Kolkata made the situation worse
when Aakash Choprawas involvedin
his second mix-up with Sourav
Ganguly in three games, charging
down the pitch even as Ganguly
didn't respond. Another perfect
delivery in the corridor from Pollock
accounted for David Hussey, and
when Tendulkar decided to bowl his
four overs on the trot, Pollock
responded by inducing an edge off
Mohammad Hafeez, which was
snaffled by Robin Uthappa at a wide
second slip.

Pollock was done, finishing with
figures of 3 for 12, but there was no
respite for Kolkata, as Dwayne Bravo
continued from where Pollock had
left off, getting exaggerated seam
movement in both directions.
Wriddhiman Saha was defeated by
the bounce and movement, and
slashed to Tendulkar, and Kolkata
hadlosthalftheirside for29.

With the conditions so friendly for
the seamers, Tendulkar cleverly
decided to use Dominic Thornely
and Rohan Raje, both medium-pace
bowlers, and the results came almost
instantly. Raje removed the danger-
ous Laxmi Ratan Shukla with a
superb delivery which pitched on
middle and seamed away to take off
stump.

Through the destruction at the
other end, Ganguly hung on
patiently, hoping to weather the
storm and guide Kolkata to a respect-
able total. He came in to bat in the
third over and stayed till the 13th, but
was stuck at the non-striker's end
most of the time, facing only 20
deliveries as the batting line-up was
destroyed at the other end. He finally
perished in tame fashion, as Yogesh
Takawale hung on to a catch with his
second attempt as Ganguly tried to
cut. With Kolkata's last hope falling,
the rest followed quickly.

Kolkata's only hope of avoiding
complete embarrassment was for
Shoaib Akhtar to do an encore of the
previous game. He began with a fiery
first over, having Jayasuriya dropped
at slip off the first ball, and then
winning his personal battle with
Tendulkar, who nibbled one to the
wicketkeeper, slightly dampening
the spirits of the home crowd.

Jayasuriya's response to that
dismissal was emphatic, ashe waded
into Ishant Sharma and Shoaib in the
next two overs. After clipping Ishant
unconvincingly over mid-on, he
found his timing perfectly in
Shoaib's next over: aflickand ashort-
arm pull both sailed over the bound-
ary, while two crisp drives raced
through the covers in an over which
leaked 23, more than one-third of the
target.

The Shoaib threat was over, and
the end came soon after, as
Jayasuriya flicked a no-ball off Ishant
for his 17th six of the IPL, the highest
for a batsman in the tournament,
and then finished it off next ball
Mumbai now have the best net run-
rate, and with ten points from nine
games, have given themselves an
excellent chance of making the last
four.

SCORES IN BRIEF

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS: 67 all
outin 15.2 overs (Butt 13, Chopral,
Ganguly 15, Hussey 2, Hafeez 5,
Saha 1, Agarkar 15, Akhtar 2,
Sharma 4, Dinda 1 not out; Pollock
3-12, Bravo 2-13, Raje 2-16,
Thornely2-7)

MUMBAI INDIANS: 68 for2in 5.3
overs (Jayasuriya 48 not out,
Uthappa 9, Thornely 1 not out;
Akhtar 1-29, Sharma 1-29)

Result: Mumbai Indians won by 8
wickets.

Man-of-the-match: Shaun
Pollock.

Umpires: BR Doctrove (West
Indies) and D] Harper (Australia)
Toss: Mumbai Indians.

CROSSWORD By Eugene

ACROSS 37 Boaz, DOWN

1 Caution to 1 Stir-fry

5 Phys ed Naomi cookware
venue 39 Ocean 2 Operatic

8 Pack 41 Formerly solo
cargo: 42 Head 3 Clarinel

12 Sandwich Hun insert
cookie 45 Approved 4 Tyro
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shop tool ML T ATl
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25 Citrus = - =
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seal
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42 Bullels CRYPTOQUIP
3 Roght DIHO E EFGMSHXEQ O
Rabbit,

“g:;n FHESSN. ILQGOT WLXRUIGOEF
ol DGSS, IBQQHO. NLP XGIILE
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a7 Jn, Saturday's Cryptoquip: IF A PERSON WHO
ending PRESSES YOUR CLOTHES MAKES WRY
abbr. WISECRACKS, IS THAT AN IRON-IC SENSE

4BProlound  OF HUMOR?
50 Pas! Today's Cryptoquip Clue: W equals S




