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Voting starts
in key Indian
state election

AFP, Bangalore

Voters started turning out under
heavy security yesterday in a
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crucial southern Indian state
election, hours after suspected
rebels shot dead two
men, officials and news reports

Maoist

said.

Ten hours of polling began at
7:00 am (0130 GMT) in the second
phase of the election, covering 66
seats spread across the central and
coastal regions of Karnataka state,
election commission officials

said.

More than 10 million people are

eligible to cast their ballots, choos-
ing lawmakers from among about
590 candidates.

The first phase of polling to the

224-member assembly was held

May 10, and the final round is due

May 22, in the election pitting
Sonia Gandhi's Congress party
against the Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

AFP, Yangon

The European Union aid chief said
yesterday that Myanmar's junta still
would not budge on accepting for-
eign relief workers, two weeks alter
the cyclone tragedy thathas left more
than 71,000 dead or missing

Heavy rains again pounded the
devastated southern Irrawaddy
Delta region, compounding the
misery for many of the estimated
2.5million people inneed of imme-
diate food, water, shelter or medi-
calcare.

The junta's refusal to allow in
expert teams to help oversee the
massive relief effort since the May
2-3 storm has angered the interna-
tional community, which has
nevertheless been sending in
hundreds of tonnes of supplies.

Louis Michel, the EU's humani-
tarian aid commissioner, was due

to leave the secretive nation later in
the day after failing to get permis-
sion to visit the delta, which has
been all but sealed off to journalists
and outsiders.

He said the regime, which has
long been suspicious of the outside
world and any influence which
could weaken its control on power
here, would not explain why they
refused to issue visas for disaster
¢mergency experts.

"They didn't answer the ques-
tion, and they did not give any
reason,” Michel told AFP.

Western diplomats who declined
to be named said the regime was
taking them to the delta on Saturday,
but have no further details about
where they would be going.

Michel said he had been taken
to "a rather perfect, organised
camp” outside the main city of
Yangon, far from the flooded and
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devastated delta region where aid
groups say many survivors have
still notreceived help.

Amid a report from the World
Health Organisation that there are
cases of cholera in the delta, an AFP
reporter who managed to reach the
region spoke to a man who said his
wife died in the storm's aftermath.

Ohn Kyi, 57, said his wife per-
ished after spending two nights --
cold, wet and hungry -- clinging to
an embankmentin the rain.

"She had no warm clothes to
change into,” he said. "She sur-
vived the storm, but she could not
recover from the cold.”

As state media raised the official
death toll to 43,318, with nearly
28,000 still missing, Myanmar's
southeast Asian neighbours geared
up for talks in Singapore on
Monday aimed at convening a
high-level donors meeting,

A UN source said a donor meet-
ing would likely take place in
southeast Asla, probably Bangkok,
with May 24 suggested as a possible
date,

The junta has said that the coun-
try will welcome aid shipments but
has steadfastly refused to bow to
international pressure to let in most
outside workers, saying it can man-
age thedisasteronits own.

Michel has warned that the
impoverished country, once a rich
British colony known as Burma, is at
risk of famine after Cyclone Nargis
wiped out vast swathes of the coun-
try srice-growing delta region.

Despite the humanitarian emer-
gency, the government announced
victory in a national referendum on
a new constitution, held last
Saturday with parts of the country
still underwater and tens of thou-
sands of people unaccounted for.
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A survivor of the cyclone Nargis stands by a house rebuilt next to the wreckage of a destroyed one in Thetkala on the
outskirts of Yangon yesterday. The Red Cross on Friday launched an appeal for victims of the devastating cyclone in
Myanmar and warned that delays in providing emergency aid would exacerbate an already dire situation.
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