AFP, Hong Kong
Asian stocks closed mostly up
Thursday with a clutch of mar-
kets hitting their highest levels
in a number of months after oil
prices fell and hopes grew that
the financial crisis was waning.
The Japanese bourse rose
nearly one percent to close at
its highest level since January;
while South Korean shares
surged more than two percent
to their highest point since
December. The Indian market
also jumped over two percent.
Taiwan posted asharp rise of
more than 1.5 percent, taking
the Taipei bourse to a level not
seen since November last year.
Australia posted a more mod-
est gain but still closed at its
best finish since mid-January.
The Tokyo market shook off
official data showing core
machinery orders fell by 8.3
percent in March. Analysts
continue to expect Japan to
report Friday continued brisk
economic growth due to solid
exports to emerging nations.
The Asian rally followed a
positive performance by US
stocks Wednesday. Easing fears
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of runaway American inflation
buoyed Wall Street, but ana-
lysts warned items like high
fuel costs could yet push up the
consumer price index.

However, oil prices have
fallen back from recent all-time
highs and were trading at
below 125 dollars per barrel on
Thursday.

The US economy, the
world's largest, is battling to
recover from a house price
downturn and default crisis
among subprime -- or riskier --
mortgages.

The crisis has inflicted huge
losses at a clutch of interna-
tional financial firms and led to
a global credit crunch, with the
US expected to drag world
growth lower.

TOKYO: Japanese share
prices closed up 0.94 percentat
a fresh four-month high after
overnight gains on Wall Street
and an upbeat earnings out-
look from electronics giant
Sony, dealers said. The bench-
mark Nikkei-225 index rose
133.19 points to end at
14,251.74, the highest closing
level since January 10,

HONG KONG: Hong Kong
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share prices closed little
changed, dealers said. The
Hang Seng index closed down
19.77 points at 25,513.71.
Turnover was 80.16 billion
Hong Kong dollars (US$10.28
billion).

SHANGHALI: Chinese share
prices edged down 0.55 per-
cent, dealers said. The bench-
mark Shanghai Composite
Index, which covers A and B
shares, closed down 20.11
points at3,637.32 on a turnover
of 112.6 billion yuan (16.1 bil-
liondollars).

TAIPEL: Taiwan share prices
closed 1.54 percent higher,
dealers said. The weighted
index closed up 138.76 points
at 9,157.18, the highest finish
since 9,300.22 on November 7,
2007.

SEOUL: South Korean stocks
closed 2.28 percent up, dealers
said. The benchmark KOSPI
index surged 41.96 points to
1,885.71, the best level since
late December. Volume was
7.28 trillion won (6.93 billion
dollars).

SINGAPORE: Singapore
share prices closed up 0.28
percent, dealers said. The blue

chip Straits Times Index rose
8.92 pointsto 3,207.43,

KUALA LUMPUR:
Malaysian share prices closed
0.5 percent higher, dealers said.
The Kuala Lumpur Composite
Index was up 6.41 points at
1,294.15.

BANGKOK: Thai share
prices closed 0.79 percent
higher, dealers said. The Stock
Exchange of Thailand (SET)
composite index gained 6.67
points to close at 855.61, and
the blue-chip SET 50 rose 5.01
t0617.77.

JAKARTA: Indonesian shares
closed little changed, dealers
said. The Jakarta Composite
Index closed up 0.47 points at
2,449.81.

MANILA: Philippine share
prices closed 0.6 percent
higher, dealers said. The 30-
company composite indexrose
15.73 points to 2,878.26. The
all-share index gained 9.83
pointsto 1,773.41,

MUMBAI: Indian share
prices closed up 2.21 percent,
dealers said. The benchmark
Mumbai 30-share Sensex rose
375.19 pointsto 17,353.54.
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Badar Spinning Mills Ltd.
Production Launching Ceremony
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Chief Guest: Mr. laghal 1

Managing Directer
Trust Bank Limited
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TRUST BANK
Igbal U Ahmed, managing director of Trust Bank Ltd, addresses the inaugural ceremony of Badar

Spining Mills Ltd, 3 hundred percent export oriented cotton mill, recently.
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SingTel net
profit up 4.8pc

AFP, Singapore

Southeast Asia's largest telco,
P GRS | ST R ) MR R SR
Telecommunications,
Wednesday reported a 4.8
percent increase in annual net
profit and looked ahead to
more revenue growth despite
economic uncertainty.

Net profit for the year ended
March 31 was 3.96 billion dol-
lars (2.88 billion US) compared
with 3.78 billion dollars a year
earlier, SingTel said.

The results met company
guidance and beat the average
3.77-billion-dollar net profit
forecastbyanalysts.
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0 of Standard Chartered Bank,
and Shahzad Akhter, director and COO of Rahimafrooz CNG Ltd, sign

an agreement on behalf of their sides in Dhaka recently. Under the
deal, Rahimafrooz CNG Ltd will provide special discounts and ser-
vices to Auto Loan customers of Standard Chartered Bank. Other
officials of both the organisations are also seen.

Citycell recently launched One Utshob for its customers. This Utshob

offers Citycell customers attractive gift items against the purchase of

Citycell One packages from any Citycell Customer Care Centre
located in Dhaka, Chittagong, Sylhet, Rajshahi, Barisal and Khulna.
Kym Goldsworthy, head of Operations Support of Citycell inaugurated
One Utshob at Citycell Head Office in Mohakhali, Dhaka.

. Currency

Following is Thursday's (May 15, 2008) forex trading statement by Standard
Chartered Bank

Major currency exchange rates

BC Sell TTBuy

Exchange rate of some currencies

PerUSD BDTper
Currency

US dollar 69.10 68.10

Eura 10hee 0378 Indian rupee 4248 1.62
ound 13594 130.81 p

Australiandollar 65,70 620§ ©axfupes 6860  1.00
Japanese yen 0.68 064 Lankanrupee 107.74 064
Swiss franc 66.80 62.89 Thal baht 3248 211
Swedishkroner . 12.27 1077 Malaysian ringgit B 20.95
Canadian dollar 70.18 67.01 USD forward rate against BDT
HongKongdollar  8.88 8.7

Singapore dollar N2 49.06

UAE dirham 18.97 1839 1M 68.34 69.35
Saudiriyal 18.57 18.01 2M 68.60 69.69
Danish kroner 15.09 1342 3M 68.87 70.05
Kuwaiti dinar 255.71 25036 6M 659.70 71.16

Local Market FX

Local inter-bank FX market was active on Thursday. Liquidity improved slightly and the BDT remained
almost unchanged against the USD. There was ample supply in the inter-bank market.

Money Market

Money market was active on Thursday. The call money market eased a little and mos! deals ranged
between 10.00 and 15,00 percent compared to 15.00-20.00 percent on the previous working day.
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Chittagong Port

Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 15/5/2008

Berth Name of Cargo LPon Local Dateof Leaving  impon
No. vessels call agent amval

J2 Karana Sembian Sugar(bag) Mumb  Everet 65 16/5

J3 Gen Stela Gi(st. Bil) Maia Barwil 105 16/5

Ji4 Jal Vekhall Meenakshi  Rice(g) Kaki Hsa 1415 185

J5  Pagan Giflogj Yang Mta 135 15/5

Ji5 Kachibong Rice(g) Kaki Hsa 13/5 1715

J Madina-ke-chand Rice(g) Kakl Cla 1/5 205

Ja Noble Coral G Sng Everstt 12/5 155

J10  Kota Tabah Cont Sing Pibd) 14/5 155

JA2  Tabago Bay Cont Sing Mbd! 14/5 16/5

JA3  Kota Raja Conl Sing Pibd) 155 17/5

Vessels at Kutubdia

Name of vessels Cargo Lastport  Local Date of

call agent armval

Outside port limit

Wira Kerls - - ibsa R/a (35)

Vessels at outer anchorage

Vessels ready

Cape Henry Cont Col Apl 135

Vessels not ready

Yongwang Cont Pena Seacon 9/5

Precious Wheat . Darv Msa 45

Vessels awaiting employment / instruction

Banglar Kakoli - - Ambl R/a (26/4)

Banglar Urmi - - Bsc R/a (5/5)

Banglar Jyol - - Bsc R/a (155)

Vessels nol entering

Sea Beauty-1 Clink Kant Uniglobal 65

Sanla Barbara C. Chink Kanl Uniship &5

Weida-8 Gi(clay) Chin Cosco 85

Yaad-e-moslafa C. Clink Tarj intraport 85

Theodor Gypsum Krabi Saraf 85

Royal Diamond Raw Sugar Mumb Litmond 10/5

Maris C. Clink Karab Ltmond 1155

Asrar-e-moslafa Slag Viza Sunmoon 125

Pan Express C. Clink Sing Asll 125

African Robin Gi(c. Peas) Sing Mutual 12/5

Vessels due at outer anchorage

Name of vessels Date of L. port Local Type of Loading

amval call agent cargo ports

Kinship Lucky 15/5 Viza Seacom Ms. Bilets -
Ks Trust 16/5 S. Kore And C. Ciink -
Pacific Sun-ii 16/5 Lumut Litmond C. Clink -
Bao Jiang 18/5 Fang Uml Tsplfert) -
Oel Enterprise 165 . Col Pssl Cont Col
Marina Star-2 1715 Sing Maxcon Cont Sing
Apl Lilac 185 Sin Apl Cont Sing
Zhong Hal 1715 Sing Rainbow Raw Sugar20,000 Wit
Cape Scolt 18/5 Sin Mbdi Cont Pp
Lion Trader 1715 Mumh Rainbow Raw Sugar10,000 Wi
Volissos Power 18/5 Hald Brothers Repar -
Ulan Ude 1715 Dali Intraport Seraping -
. Mcc Sapphire 17/5 Col Mbdi Cont Col
Achiever 19/5 Viz Seacon Cont Kol
Banga Bodor 175 Sing Bandhi Cont P Ke
Lantau Beach 17/5 Sing Qcsl Cont Sing
Santa Suria 1855 - Seacom C. Clink -

Fokus 18/5 - Hsa - _
Ks Grace 185 Sing Sunmoon  C. Clink -

Fareas! Giory 18/5 Sing Mbdi Urea Kiy
The above are the shipping positon and performance of vessels of Chittagong Porl as per berthing sheel
of CPA supplied by HRE Family, Dhaka.
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