—

o R Y TN \l¢

EWS

DHAKA FRIDAY MAY 16, 2008 1 5

i 9

“yearthe

The Baily Star

Farm sector
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dance with the drumbeats to cele-
brate the beginning of Boro harvest.

Fakhruddin Ahmed in hisspeech
expressed satisfaction that the
farmers have achieved a bumper
Boro (Pmducti on this season and the

rally was organised to honour
e farmers.

He called around two crore
farmers "national heroes” who have
contributed to the building of a food
security blanket. He also congratu-
lated agriculture scientists and
laegwrimculta.m*: officialsat the grassroots

He called upon the farmers to
continue the pace of their success
with bumper production of Aush,
Amanand othercrops also.

He said the country's farmers
have produced at least 1.75 crore
lnnnesofricedﬁsyearbycmuvathhg
about 45 lakh hectares of land,
which is much better than what the
authorities had anticipated.

The ent is purchasing
rice from farmers at Tk 28 _ﬁr kg this
year while the rate was Tk 18 last
year, he said, adding that the farm-
ers will get Tk 17,500 crore by selling
Boro rice to the government this

yeair{e suggested that the farmers
use gutti urea, a homemade urea
fertiliser, instead of imported urea
to reduce the import cost and pres-
sure on the government that is
ﬁnga subsidy of atleastTk 1,300 a
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The government has also given
direct fuel subsidy to ensure farm-
ers' financial security, he added.

Fnlthr;ltﬂmn admitted that the

e of the country, especially the
l;nmdleclas& are facingpdifﬁcmms
for the Ing prices of essentials.
The price of rice on the global mar-
ket increased two or three folds and
its impact was eventually felt on the
domestic market. "Only the farmers
of the country can ensure food
security for the entire nation by
producing crops like rice, wheat and
maize if they are given proper input
security,” the chiefadvisersaid.

He added that rice prices are
getting down compared to previous
months with the start of Boro har-
wstinﬁ’?cms.sthecﬂmtry.

Fakhruddin expressed deep
concern at the decreasing water
table of the distnict despite having
several rivers. To mitigate the farm-
ers' sufferings and ease irrigation,
he urged the ministry concerned to
take necessary steps to restore water
flowofthe Punarbhabanver.

Two successful farmers from the
district--Md Motiur Rahman of
Biral upazila and Md Abdul Hossain
of sadar upazila--also spoke at the
grand rally. The chief adviser con-
gratulated Motiur for achieving 80
maunds ofriceinan acre ofland.

Agriculture Adwviser Karim,
who also attended theh dis?:ld this

government has disbursed -
Tﬂrj.ﬂm crore to 67 lakh farmers as
EnDel?artlgl:gt of Agriculture
ension Managing Director
Md Shamsul Alam, Asian
Development Bank (ADB) Resident
Representative Hua Du and Food
and Agriculture Organisaton (FAO)
Country Representative Adrianus
Spijkers also attended the rally. Md
Nabiul Haque Mollah, deputy
commissioner of Dinajpur, pre-
sided over the meeting.
After the rally, the chief adviser

visited several litchi orchards and
enquired the farmers about the
business. The farmers urged him to
set up a litchi processing centre in
the district.

Fakhruddin also inspected the
state-run Boro procurement drive
at the Pulhat LSD godown in sadar
upazila. |

After spending some time at the
Dinajpur Circuit House, the chief
adviser left Dinajpur at 1:20pm for
Dhaka by an air force helicopter,

15 hurt
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On May 12, the youths caught Shah
Alam and handed him over to the
local UP chairman. On Wednesday
night, Chakaria police satin a meet-
ing to resolve the matter.

Locals alleged that SI Hafiz beat
up the two youths at one stage of
altercation at the meeting. As Sirajul
Islam stood in protest, the SI also
beatup him, they said.

Sirajul was first taken to Chakaria
Hospital. He succumbed to injuries
while being shifted to Chittagong.

Sirajul's son Mohammad Kalu
later filed a murder case with
Chakana judicial court against the
officer-in-charge of Chakaria Police
Station Ruhul Amin Siddique, SI
Hafiz and manpower agent Shah
Alam.

When contacted, Cox's Bazar
Additional Police Superintendent
Imam Hossain said the allegation of
death of the farmerin police beating
is false as there was no mark of
injuries in his body as per the
autopsy report.

Accounts
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delivers a verdict.” he said adding,
“In our investigation we found that
crores of taka was transferred
through their accounts with the help
of the TT system for heroin smug-
gling purposes.”

So?uces said the DNC took the
steps to facilitate the ongoing investi-
gations into several heroin smug-

Ing cases filed against the suspects
E}& Benapole, Sharsha and Kotwali
policestations.

According to sources, the DNC
requested the banks to freeze bank
accounts of the following: Jahangir
Alam, Abdur Rahim, Anisur Rahman,
Tofazzal Hossain Tufan, Samir Roy,
Shahidul Islam, Nazma Begum,
Ashraful Alam, Tarok Nath and Nada
from Sadipur, Tariqul Islam and his
brother RafiqulIslam.

All the 12 were arrested by the
DNC on charge of heroin smuggling.
During interrogation, they admitted
that they are members of an interna-
tonal heroin smuggling ring and
they smuggled 4n- and -out- heroin .
worth several crores of taka everyday
across the border, sources said.

They also admitted that they
transferred the money for heroin
smuggling purposes through the TT
system, intelligence sources said.

Sources said the drug smugglers
had been conducting their business
using different businesses as cover-
ups.

The DNC in different drives this

ar recovered 6.5 kilo of

roin, 3 kg of potassium and made
several arrests.

Gatco gratt case
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Rahman Koko have already been

detained in connection with the
caseon September 3 lastyear, imme-
diatelyafter filing of the case.

The other fugitives accused are
former shipping secretary Zulfikar
Haider Chowdhury, Gatco directors
AKM Musa Kajol, Ehsan Yusuf,
Shahjahan M Hasib, former mem-
ber of Chittagong Port Authority
(CPA) AK Rashid Uddin Ahmed and
former sh:?pin minister and late
BNP leader Col (retd) Akbar
Hossain's wife Jahanara Ansar.

The arrestees are former health
minister Dr Khondaker Mosharraf
Hossain, former state minister for
energy AKM Mosharraf Hossain,
former chief finance and accounts
officer Ahmed Abul Qashem, for-
mer CPA chairman Commodore
(retd) Zulfiqur Ali, former CPA
chairman AMM Shahadat Hossain,
former CPA directors AM Sanwar
Hossain, Luthful Kabir, Gatco man-
aging director (MD) Syed Galib

, Gatco director Syed Tanvir
Ahmed, and Akbar's son Ismail
Hossain Simon.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) on May 13
pressed against Khaleda
and 23 others for committing the
offences.

Investigation officer (10) of the
case ACC Deputy Director Johirul
Huda appealed the court to issue
arrest warrants against those
absconding and orders to attach

theirproperties.
He showed 86 people as prosecu-

tion witnesses in the sheet
approved by the an:i-gﬁmy on
8

" The ACC filed the case with
Tejgaon Police Station on

2 last year against 13
people, including Khaleda and her
son, for graft in awarding Gatco
container handling work at depots
in Dhaka and Chittagong.

Eleven others were included in
the charge sheet later as their
involvement with corruption was
proved.

The case was brought under
Emergency Power Rules (EPR) that
prevents to anyone accused
arrested underthe act

The accused are charged with
ca a loss of Tk 14.56,::;.616.92
to the state striking the con-
uinﬂ-hmdli:y deal with Gatco

although it | experience and
skills.

Our Staff ondent adds
that the High Court (HC) has

~ refused to entertain hearing for two
_petitions filed by former BNP minis-

ters, Shamsul and Anwar, seeking
anticipatory bail in the Gatco cor-
ruption case.

Their counsel Barrister Ruhul
Quddus Kajol, however, told news-
men that hearing of petitions might
be held on Sunday.

After filing petitions with the
concermed section of the HC, M
Shamsul Islam and MK Anwar
Eesterdﬁ at 10:30 am appeared

efore the HC bench comprisin
Justice Khondker Musa Khaled an
Justice Moyeenul Islam Chowdhury
forbailinthe cases.

Praying for hearing the petitions
and ting bail to the BNP leaders,
Barrister Ruhul Quddus Kajal sub-
mitted before this court that they
have filed the bail petitions at this
specific moment, as their (petition-
ers) names were in not the first
information report (FIR) of the case
and but later added to the charge
sheet.

The court told them that they
would not hear the case on the day
(yesterday), as this court is sched-
uled to hear such new cases only on
Sunday.

Barrister Kajal then rushed to
another HC bench comprising of
Justice Md Muzammel Hossain and
Justice Syed AB Mahmudul Hug and
submitted the petitions before
them.

But, the court told them that as

per a recent judgment of the
ate Division, this court could-
n t hear any bail petitions filed by

accused in cases filed under the

EPR.
Ex-NBR member
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years' imprisonment to Sarwar's
wife, Nazma Sarwar, for aiding her
husband in protecting the ill-
gotten wealth.

Trying the couple in absentia,
the court fined Sarwar Tk 10 lakh, in
default to which he is to stay one
more year behind bars. His wife
was fined Tk 1 lakh, in default to
which she is to remain in jail
anothersixmonths.

The courtalso ordered confisca-
tion of his properties worth about
Tk 1.50crore.

“The sentences will come into
effect after their arrest or surrender
to the court,” says the court order.

In September, a similar court
sentenced Sarwar to eight years'
imprisonment in the first ever case

against an NBR member in con-
nectionwith taxoffences,

Myanmar cyclone
death toll soars
above 43,000

AP b o ﬁlﬂgon

Myanmar's junta warned Eesterday
that legal action would be taken
against people who trade or hoard
international aid as the cyclone's
death toll soared above 43,000,

It was the first acknowledgment

by the military government, albeit
indirectly, of problems with relief
operations in the aftermath of

Cyclone Nargis.

The wamning came amid reports
that foreign aid was being sold
openly in markets, and that the
military was pilfering and diverting
aid forits own use.

The ruling junta has been blasted
by aid agencies for refusing to allow
most foreign experts into the hard-
hit Irrawaddy delta and not respond-
ing adequately to what they say is a
sp%ralm‘ Crisis.

Relief workers reported thatsome
storm survivors were being given
spoiled or poor-quality food rather

an nutrition-rich biscuits sent by
international donors, adding to fears
that the ruling military junta in the
Southeast Asian country could be
misappropriating assistance,

New York-based Human Rights
Watch said in a statement
Wednesday that it had confirmed an
Associated Press report that the
military had seized high-energy
biscuits that came from abroad, and
distributed low-quality, locally
produced biscuits to Survivors.

Thursday'sstate radio announce-
ment obliquely denied the military
was misappropriating aid.

“The government has systemag-

accepted donations and has
distributed the relief goods immedi-
ately and directly to the victims," it
sm! “Effectve legal action will be
taken against those who hoard, sell
or buy, use or misuse the interna-
tional or local donations or relief
dsorcashtothecyclone vicums."

Elisabeth Byrs, spokeswoman for
the U.N. Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs,. said aid
workers who visited all the major
markets in Yangon found no evi-
dence of hoarding or sale of relief

goods.
International Federation of Red

spokesman Matthew Cochrane said
the organization also had not
received any such reports.

The government said Thursday
that the official death toll from the
May 2-3 cyclone had climbed by
almost 5,000 to 43,318. The number
of missing hasremained at 27,838 for
atleasttwodays.

Dhaka asks
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~and sought Bangladesh's support
in requesting the Myanmar govern-
ment to allow unhindered entry of
aid workers to Yangon. He also
sought support for independence of
Kosovo, two aircraft for Darfur and
US candidature forIOM leadership.

He said Muslim countries would
take collective decision in this regard
at the Islamic Foreign Ministers
Conference (ICFM) to be held in
Ugandain July.

About Darfur, Iftekhar said
Bangladesh has offered two battal-
ions under the UN peacekeeping
mission and will see whether it will
be possible to provide two aircraft
under the UN operation.

Asked about free access of
Bangladeshi apparels to the US
market, he said the government is
making continuous effort to get
special and differential treatment to
Bangladeshi products on the US and
EU markets. “Since our performance
isgood, we should be rewarded.”

To this end, he added, he had
written individually to each US
Congressman.

Asked if any political matter was
discussed during the meeting,
[ftekhar said it was a confidential
discussion, but noted that
Bangladesh's destiny lies in the
hands ofthe Bangladeshis.

BNP factions
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addressing leaders of Manikganj
Bar Association and BNP at his
Nam flatin the city yesterday.

He continued, “I don't know
exacly what they [pro-reform
leaders] are saying about the unity,
but our stance is clear, which is, all
except those expelled can work for
BNP from their own position.”

About the upcoming dialogue
with the government, he said BNP
is still in the four-party alliance and
whether to join the talks if invited
would be decided at party forum
and in consultation with the allies.

Party sources said the proposal
for a joint announcement over
unity came from a top leader of the
Saifur group yesterday. But as of
filing this report at 9:00pm, Delwar
did notagreetoit.

Pro-reform stalwart Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan might make an
important announcement regard-
ing the unity before his arrest or
surrender to court, added the
sources.

Bhuiyan, who was charged with
graft in the Gatco case Tuesday,
faces an arrest warrant issued by a
Dhaka court yesterday.

Meanwhile, a group of former
lawmakers siding with Saifur-led
faction yesterday met their acting
secretary general Major (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed at his Banani
residence and discussed the recon-
ciliation efforts,

Some leaders of pro-Khaleda
faction too are trying to convince
Delwar to hold a joint meeting at
the party's Nayapaltan office and
make a formal declaration, said

sources close to the unity move.

Cross and Red Crescent Societies .

Scant supply
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increased to Tk 18 a strip

MRPofTk 12,
A drug retailer at Uttara said,

“The manufacturer's price for
inhaler Salmolin by ACME
Pharmaceuticals used to be Tk
120, but nowwe have to pay Tk 140
for it. That's why we have to sell it
atahigher price.”

Similarly, Beximco
Pharmaceutical's inhaler
Azmasol, with an MRP of Tk 140, is
now priced at Tk 165 for the retail-
ers, he added.

The drug market has been
experiencing a crisis of inhalers
since November last year as its
local manufacturers including
Glaxo, Beximco and Square have
not been maintaining adequate
supply of the drug, said retailers.

To meet the demand, the retail-
ers are buying the drugs at higher
rates from open market at Mitford
in the capital and that led to the
rise in the retail prices of the par-
ticular drugs, they explained.

“The supply of tablet Amdocal
Plus, used for blood pressure, has
been cut-off for the last one and a
half months. We get it from
Mitford at higher price and sell it
for Tk 60 instead of its MRP Tk 45,"
said a retailer adding that many
drug manufacturers including
Beximco Pharmaceuticals during
the past fewmonths have notbeen
supplying their products as per
the marketdemand.

Nazmul Hassan, chief execu-
tive officer of Beximco
Pharmaceuticals, brushed aside
the allegation saying that
although the company faced a
crisis last year, the company does
not have any shortage in produc-
tion or supply this year,

"Itis the wholesalers who stock
up medicines and sell those to
retailers for extra profit. From our
experience last year, we came to
know from the retailers that they
were able buy our medicines from
the wholesalers during a certain
period when we ceased our supply
of drugs to the wholesalers,” said
the Beximco CEO.

The wholesalers buy up partic-
ular drugs even from retailers,
stockpile those and later sell those
athigher prices, he alleged.

When the attention of the Drug
Administration (DA), the govern-
ment body that is entrusted with
monitoring price, quality and
affordability of drugs for the gen-
eral public, was drawn to the drug
price situation, The Daily Star was

frolm

told that the DA has formed a

three-member team and the team
will visit drug markets in the city

CA opens
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procurement drive, talked with his

special assistants Raja Devashis
Roy and Brig Gen (retd) MA Malek
over cellphoneat12:30pm. The two
special assistants were in
Rangamati at the time of opening
of the network.

The CA hoped that the mobile
phone network would contribute
to socio-economic development of
the people of three hill districts. He
said the government has given
special attention to the socio-
economic developmentofthe CHT
people.

twice every week.

"Selling drugs over the MRP is a
punishable crime. Drug licence of
a drug trader could be cancelled
for such an. offence and cases
could be filed against the trader
with drug court,” said a high offi-
cial of the DA requesting not to be
named.

"In fact, shortage of medicine is
very little. The problem lies in
coordination among doctors,
pharmaceutical companies and
the drug control authorities,” said
manager of a drugstore named
United PharmacyatShahbagh.

“If there is a shortage of a par-
ticular brand of medicine made by
a particular company, the patients
could easily look for the same
medicine made by a different
company, but they don't do that
because the particular medicine
made by the particular company
was prescribed by their doctors.”

Ifitwas mandatory to prescribe
and sell drugs under their generic
names, people would not go
through such problems, he said
adding that people have been
suffering due to the imprudent
policies of the government.

Prof Muniruddin Ahmed of
Department of Pharmacology at
University of Dhaka, said, "If the
supply of medicine is sufficient,
there is no scope of price hike by
the retailers or wholesalers. But if
the retailers or wholesalers
attempt to raise the price by form-
ing a cartel, the Drug
Administration should move in
and take stern action against
them.”

Tk 350cr
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lands donated by local people.

Businessmen of Dupchachia
upazila in Bogra pledged to the
food adviser to donate 1 acre of
land for building adepotduring the
adviser's May 12-13 visit to Bogra,
Naogaon and Natore to see Boro
procurement.

Besides, locals of Zamurhat in
Shibganj upazila of the same dis-
trict also committed to give 99
decimals ofland.

“If the unused BADC fertiliser
depots cannot be converted into
food depots due to their dilapi-
dated condition, we'll demolish
those and put up new depots
there,” the food adviser said.

At present, the government has
some 600 LSDs (local supply
depots) and eight CSDs (central
supply depots) with the capacity of
storing 15 lakh metric tons of rice,
Pius Costa, director general of
Directorate of Food, told The Daily
Star.

Besides, there are four silos with
the capacity to stock up around 3
lakh metric tons wheat, he added.

Since the Rajshahi division does
not have enough storage space, the
government usually transport the
additional food grains to other
regions for storage.

“If we can now find storage
space in the region, we'll not have
to worry about transporting all
these rice to other parts of the
country, only to be shipped to
another region later for safety net
or other programmes,” a food and
disaster management ministry
official told The Daily Star.

SC lawyers
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Ruhul Amin sat at 9:30am and car-
ried out their judicial function as
usual. They heard 25 out of 36 cases
onthe cause-listforyesterday:.

Speaking to newsmen at his office
room, SCBA President barrister
Shafique Ahmed said the
programme was observed peacefully
and spontaneously. Lawyers stayed
off the Appellate Division for two
hours as per the association's deci-
sion, He said those who represent the
government and the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) however went
abouttheirbusinessasusual.

“Besides, Khondker Mahbub
Hossain, who lost the SCBA election
last month, and a few lawyers, most of
who are not enrolled for the Appellate
Division, attended the court to satisfy
certain quarters. After investigation,
disciplinaryactionwill be taken against
them for violating the SCBA decision,”
hesaid.

Barrister Shafique said the SC
lawyers would continue their move-
ment in order to establish rule of law
and rights enshrined in the constitu-
ton.

He said the association will decide
onits next course of action in consulta-
tionwith the seniorla

Meanwhile, Khondker Mahbub
Hossain claimed the general lawyers
have rejected the 'undemocratic court
boycott programme' called the
SCBA president. ki
24 law :-;rﬂl take its own course.

lawyers don't support any court
boycott. Especially when there's a
campaign for establishing democracy
and rooting out corruption is on, they
won't allow this sort of undemocratic
programme,” hesaid.

Mahbub said Shafique Ahmed i; a.
lawyer for Awami League (AL)
President Sheikh Hasina and facing
defeat in cases at the Appellate
Division, anti:lnstgehedlllm be;yn out to
create chaos judiciary loit-
mld;‘%cm?sap tform. o

ers of 11 lawyer organisations
including Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Ainjibi Ain Pesha Parishad,
Alnjibi Samonnoy Parishad and Ainjibi
Durniti Protirodh Committee in a joint
staternent yesterday congratulated the
lawyers for “rejecting the SCBA's court
boycott”.

The statement signed by Kamrul
[slam Sajal said in the name of court
boycott different attempts were made
in the past to create anarchy and indis-
cipline on the court premises and
damage theimage ofthejudiciary.

The lawyers now are very con-
scious, and they won't allow such
undemocratic activities to take place
again. If anyone feels aggrieved at any
judgment ofthe court, he orshe canfile
a review petition. No redress can be
gained through court boycott and
vandalism, read the statement.

Earlier, at an urgent general meet-
ing on May 11, the SCBA decided to
observe work abstention at the
ﬁapellate Div:iiun from 9:00am to

:00am yeste ay.ltsSecretarFNuml
[slam Sujan Wednesday sent a [etter to
the chief justice's office to inform him
ofthedecision.

US envoy
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of emergency, he said the govern-
ment has taken the initial step and
‘more stepsneed to be taken.”

To another question, he replied:
‘I wouldn't dream of getting
involved in your internal affairs.”

Moriarty, who handed over a
letter of Secretary Rice to the foreign
adviser, said: “Yes, it was on bilateral
relationship. We are looking at
specific questions in the interna-
tional community.”

He said Washington seeks
Bangladesh's support for a number
issues including the US candidature
for IOM leadership and independ-
ence of Kosovo.

In reply to a question, the envoy
said the Bangladesh government
will make its own decision, “but
we've broad base support from
Bangladesh.”

“We're doing normal diplomatic
work as good friends do,” he said,
adding it was “a very good working
conversation.”

About Bangladeshi textile
exports to the US, Moriarty said
there was a tremendous growth in
RMG export, which he would like to
sce continue and the good news is
‘exports are growing dramatically.”

US to increase
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$ 21 million in support of democ-

racy and governance programines,
more than double the 2008 enacted
level.”

This additional funding, he
added, will help promote compre-
hensive anti-corruption reforms,
strengthen the government institu-
tions, particularly at the local level,
and support democratic political
partydevelopment.

In response to a question from
the chair, Boucher informed the
House that US wants to see lifting of
emergency before the election so
that people can freely participate in
the upcomingelection.

Congressman Pence (R-IN),
ranking member of the committee,
earlier requested the US officials to
rectify the inconsistencies in the US
policy for foreign assistance.

Congressman Pence particularly
referred to the instance of
Bangladesh where US government
provides an annual assistance of
about $80 million while taking away
more than $500 million as tarift
from Bangladesh's export.

He noted that this is an example
of disconnect between US foreign
assistance and foreign policy objec-
tives and urged the administration
to rectify this.

Mark S Ward informed the
Congress that the US government is
also planning to increase funding
for further good governance reform
initiatives that “build upon positive
steps taken by Bangladesh's 2007
caretaker government.”

Referring to recent cyclone in a
neighbouring country, he highly
appreciated the disaster prepared-
ness and post-disaster recovery of
Bangladesh.

Congressman Gary Ackerman
(D-NY), who chaired the hearing
session, noted Bangladesh's transi-
tion and acknowledged caretaker
government's initiative like govern-
ment's recent decision to allow
indoor politics.

However, he expressed hope that
further steps will be taken to facili-
tate a democratic and legitimate
electioninBangladesh.

RU VC
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The removed VC was widely criti-
cised for his role following the
arrests of eight RU teachers on
charges of breaking the emergency
rules in Augustlastyear. Even Dhaka
University teachers demanded his
removal for hisrole atthe time.

He also incurred the wrath of his

| students for his failure to maintain

law and order in halls of residence,
especially in female dormitories. A
university teacher, Dr S Taher
Ahmed, was killed at his campus
residence during Prof Altaf’s time in
office.

After the state of emergency was
declared in early last year, RU teach-
ers and students handed in memo-
randums to the chief adviser,
demanding ProfAltaf's removal.

The University Grants

Commission (UGC) conducted

several investigations against top
officials of some public universities
and found huge financial and
administrative irregularities in
Rajshahi University, especially in
recruitingteachers.

Prof Altaf, who became the RU
vice chancellor on June 5 in 2005,
was removed following UGC recom-
mendations, sources said.

Politicians
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Dhaka University Prof Asif Nazrul
said political parties are now suspi-
cious about the implementation of
the reforms because of some
"stringent decisions of the judi-
ciary”, while the Election
Commission (EC) is also suffering
from a crisis of confidence.

The EC in some ordinances has
been given unlimited power to
cancel elections in constituencies
if candidates provided incorrect
information to the EC. It has also
been given the power to cancel a
political party's registration for
minorslip ups.

He said instead of giving the EC
such authority, a commission can
be formed to decide on cancelling
electionsin constituencies.

AL leader Abdur Razzak alleged
that the role of the EC has helped
frustrate politicians. Holding
upazila elections before the
national polls and re-demarcating
constituencies at this critical
period cannot be welcomed, he
said.

Shujan President Prof Muzaffer
Ahmad said he does not think that
political parties are "compelled” to
accept reforms, rather these
reforms were proposed by the
parties themselves but were
ignored forlong.

The political parties did not
have the scope to go to their sup-
porters and seek opinions due to
the nationwide ban on indoor
politics, But since the ban has been
lifted they should start reforming
their parties. :

Asked if he sees any change in
the mindset of political leadership
now, Muzaffer said many big lead-
ers have been arrested and tried.
“This has surely hit the politicians.”

Shujan Secretary Badiul Alam
Majumder presented the keynote
paper at the roundtable while
former advisers to caretaker gov-
ernment M Hafizuddin Khan and
ASM Shahjahan also spoke.
Columnist Syed Abul Maksud
moderated the event.

FROM PAGE 16
Washington spent 15.6 billion

dollars on training for the Afghan
national army and police, "yet the
army is still incapable of operating
on its own and the police are so bad
that most Afghans are more afraid
of them than they are of the
Taliban" militant group.

In Pakistan, over the same
period, the Bush administration
provided 1.5 billion dollars in
‘foreign military financing" and
2.56 billion dollars in "coalition
support funds."

The military financing was to
buy radars, and anti-submarine
planes to track what Ackerman
called "the non-existent al-Qaeda

air forceand navy.”

The coalition funds "disap-
peared into the Pakistani Treasury
for unspecified services allegedly
rendered,” he claimed.

"Yet Pakistani officials com-
plain, and have done so to me
directly, that they lack the capabili-
ties and training to conduct effec-
tive counter-insurgency opera-
tions," Ackerman said.

Richard Boucher, the State
Department official in charge of
South Asian affairs, maintained at
the hearing that Washington had
“made progress on a broad range of
fronts” in South Asia through US
and other foreign aid.

He said particular achieve-
ments included economic growth,
strengthened local and national
institutions, and successes in
counteringinsurgents.

"But that's not enough and
important challenges remain,
most prominently in the fields of
counter-terrorism, IMproving
governments' capacity to provide
basic services, and strengthening
democratic practices and institu-
tions.”

Boucher said the US adminis-
tration's fiscal year 2009 "base”
budget request for South Asian
states -- Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, and Maldives -- was more
than two billion dollars.

Much of the request remains
concentrated in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, "which are keyto regional
stability,” hesaid.

The State Department has also
increased coordination and con-
sultation with counterparts at the

Terror threat

US Agency for International
Development and other key pro-
viders of foreign assistance in the
region, he said.

He called for greater interna-
tional donor coordination as for-
elgn assistance resources grew
scarce in meeting rising needs in
South Asia.

"The United States is one of the
largest donors in South Asia, if not
the largest. But, we can't do it all,”
he said.

Since 2001, he said, the interna-
tional community had made multi-
year financial pledges through to
2013 of assistance to Afghanistan
totalling over 43 billion dollars.

Moudud charged
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disproportionate to his known

sources ofincome.

In his statement, Moudud
showed immovable properties
worth over Tk 1.97 crore, five vehi-
cles worth Tk 64.25 lakh, fixed
deposit receipt (FDR) worth over
Tk 9.77 crore in 22 accounts, over
Tk 52.55 lakh deposited in 12 bank
accounts and other movable prop-
ertiesworth over Tk 32lakh.

The ACC investigation found
out that the BNP leader owns
immovable properties worth over
Tk 2.37 crore, five vehicles worth Tk
64.25lakh, FDRworthoverTk 12.51
crore in 22 accounts, and other
movable properties valued at over
Tk 1.57 crore. Besides, he has over
Tk 53.51 lakh deposited in bank
accounts.

The joint forces duringa raid on
April 13 last year detained him and
seized 32 cans of beer and 16 bot-
tles of other alcoholic beverages at
hishome.

The following day, Gulshan
police filed a case against him
under the Narcotics Control Actin
connection with smuggling in and
possessing contraband liquor.

Moudud has been behind bars
since then.

Police later pressed charges
against Moudud in that case and
the case was transferred to the
Second Additional Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court for trial.

But, the High Court stayed the
proceedings of the case for six
months and the stay order was later
extended to October 7, 2008.

reservoirs -- two of them major --
across five provinces.

Underlining the desperate
efforts, China launched a mass
public appeal for thousands of
shovels, hammers and cranes,
saying some rescuers were having
to shift huge concrete slabs by
hand to getto survivors.

"As long as there is only a glim-
mer of hope we will never give up,”
vowed China's vice health minister
Gao Qiang.

Premier Wen Jiabao ordered
another 30,000 troops and 90 heli-
coptersto the areato bolster opera-
tions, while the military began its
first major air drops of tens of
thousands of food packets, clothes
and blankets.

Sniffer dogs were also sent in to
help look for survivors.

"We must use all our forces, and
save lives at whatever cost. Life is
the most precious thing," Wen told
ameetingatquake reliefheadquar-
ters.

The military is also deploying 30
more transport aircraft for supplies
and troops, and an AFP reporter
saw dozens of army trucks heading
to the disaster zone from the pro-
vincial capital Chengdu.

"The worst has been watching
people die, knowing you could not
do anything for them, " said Li Rui, a
doctor in Wudu, where beds were
laid out in a former open-air mar-
ket,

Across the province, rescue
teams and volunteers fought to
clear mounds of concrete slabs,
metal and wood, dragging out
bodies and bloodied survivors of
China’s worst quake for a genera-
tion.

A girl murmuring "Save me,
save me" was pulled from the
concrete heap that was once her
school some 50 hours after it col-

Govt to import
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about to end.

The proposal placed by the food
ministry said 70,000 tonnes of
wheat would be imported at $ 446
pertonne (Tk31.22 per kg) through
the Chittagong port.

Therestwillbe imported at $456
pertonne (Tk31.92 perkg) through
the Mongla port.

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
[slam, who presided over the meet-

ing, told journalists that purchase
of wheat at high prices from the
international market will not have
any adverse impact on the prices of
the grain in local market, rather it
would help boost wheat supply in
the market.

“The market price will be high if

the government itself fixes a high
price for procurement,” he added.

The committee also approved

another proposal placed by the
communications ministry for
appointing a consultant for its
Dhaka-Chittagong Highway four-

lane conversion project.

“~ —lapsedin thequake:’ ~

Frantic race to save
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Xinhua said spillways had been
opened at the Zipingpu Dam near
the quake's epicentre to release
water following reports of "danger-
ous cracks” threatening
Dujiangyan downstream.

China's national tourism
authority said nearly 900 overseas
tourists were stranded but believed
to be safe, while a Chinese military
helicopter flew 33 wvisitors from
Britain, France and the United
States outofthe area.

25 killed
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rebels while 274 security forces

personnel died in combat during
the same period.

Colombo has poured a record
1.5 billion dollars into the war
effort this year, hoping for a quick
end to a conflict that has left tens of
thousands dead since 1972.

Earlier Sni Lanka pressed ahead
with air and ground attacks
Wednesday against Tamil Tiger
rebels in the north, the defence
ministry said, as the prime minister
ruled out any ceasefire.

Fighter planes gave air support
to ground troops advancing toward
rebel-held areas in Mannar district
and bombed a suspected guerrilla
training facility in the area, the
ministry said.

Troops killed at least nine rebels
during sporadic clashes in the
tense northeastern Wanni region
onTuesday, according to the minis-
try, which placed its government
losses at five soldiers wounded.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam.

Tuesday's fighting raises the
number of rebels killed this year by
Sri Lankan forces to 3,640, accord-
ing to the ministry, while 272 secu-
rity forces personnel have died in
combat over the same period.

Fighting has worsened since the

government in January pulled out
of a tattered six-year truce with the
rebels.

Prime Minister Ratnasiri
Wickremanayake late Tuesday
vowed to press ahead with the
military campaign in the north and
ruled outapeaceaccord.

"We are not going to have any
type of ceasefire agreement in Sri
Lanka in future and will also con-
tinue with our goal to eliminate
terroristn from this country,” he
said at a ceremony to honour sol-
dierswho died in combat.

Wickremanayake said Tiger
rebel chiefVelupillai Prabhakaran's
days were numbered.

"Prabhakaran, your days are
numbered, your end is not far
away. Now victory is within the
grasp of our heroic security forces,”
he said.

Tens of thousands have died
since the Tamil Tigers launched a
Separatist campaign in 1972 to
carve out a homeland for minority
Tamils in the island's north and
east.




