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Illegal VoIP costs govt
Tk 1209cr a year

UNH, Dhaka

The government is losing around
Tk 1208.88 crore revenue per year
due to international call termina-
tion through illegal VoIP.

The BTRC is currently working
on ways to reduce international
call termination through illegal
VolP

According to Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commuission (BTRC), every day
some three crore international
calls areentenng.

Of the calls, Bangladesh
Telegraph and Telephone Board
(BTTB) terminates some 1.40 crore
calls and the rest 1.60 crore calls are

percent (48 to 60 lakhs) of the
incoming calls and BTTB handles
most of these calls,

“Huge amount of money Is
being lost through illegalVolP. .. On
an average, we're losing some US$
3 cent in revenue per call,” BIRC
Chairman Manzurul Alam said.

When the BITRC ughtened the
drive against illegal VoIP (Voice
over Internet Protocol) business,
the loss of revenue rose to USS 6
centper call, he said.

Under the strict supervision of
BTRC, Mazurul said drives against
the illegal VoIP business is going on
in full swing and it has reduced this
illegal business substantially.

Besides the drive, 1o minimize

market, the BTRC chairman said.

Quality of the calls exchanged
through illegal VoIP is very poor, he
said, adding that the unlicensed
VolP trade¢would naturally become
ineffectual if BTTB international
call charges could be reduced
down to US$ 4 cent that is quite
close to the call charge in the gray
market,

Recently, most of the cell phone
operators in the country were
found involvedin illegal VolIP trade,

The BTRC chairman said the
second submarine cable would be
installed as soon as possible to
handle growing numberofinterna-
tional calls.

Library, museum
named after
Language
Movement martyr

Rafiq inaugurated
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikgan/

A library and a museum that were
built after the name of Language
Movement martyr Rafiq Uddin
Ahmed was inaugurated at the
martyr's village home at Paril
under Singair upazila in Manikgan|
yesterday,

Prof Anisuzzaman of Dhaka
University inaugurated the library
and the museum while LGRD
Adviser Anwarul Igbal was present
as the chief guest.

A three-day book fair was also
organised on the library premises at
Paril, which was also named as Rafiq
Nagar.

Deputy Comunissioner Ataur
Rahman presided over a discussion
held on the occasion where Joint
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Prof Khan Sarwar Murshid speaks ata view exchange meeting at the National Press Club in the city yesterday.

'Implement nat'l women

Fake cosmetics
seized in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An anti-adulteration drive led by
magistrates and members of Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab)-10 and BSTI
representatives yesterday seized
counterfeit cosmetics worth Tk
4.10 lakh after raiding different
shops at Gauchia Market in thecity.

The seized cosmetics did not
have any approval from
Bangladesh Standard Testing
Institution (BSTI).

During the drive, the magistrate
also realised Tk 2.10 lakh in fines
from nineshops.

Later, the seized cosmetics were
destroyed at Rab's Shayestha Khan
Community Centre camp com-
pound at Lalbagh, says a Rab press
release.

Obituary
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submitted
against 3
policemen

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The charge sheet submitted
against three policemen, including
an Assistant Commissioner (AC) in
a robbery case was accepted at the
court in the portcity yesterday:.
After the hearing, the court of
Metropolitan Magistrate Abdul
Hasib Md Sayeed accepted the

3 DU staftfs accused
of taking bribe

DU CORRESPONDENT

A student of Dhaka University
(DU) yesterday accused three
employees of taking Tk 3 lakh in
bribe for his admission at the
university.

Mohammad Abdul Alim, who
took admission to management
studies in 2004-05 academic

of the department asked me to
produce the original certificate of
the freedom fighter, l went to them
and asked for the same. They told
me to go back home (Manikganj)
saying that they would manage it
and inform me soon,” he added.
"After few months when I real-
ised that they are unable to provide
me with the certificate, I asked them

Pasha and photographer Naib
Uddin Ahmed, youngest brother of
the martyr Khorshed Alam and
Chief Executive of Zila Parishad
Moazzem Hossain also spoke on the
occasion.

LGRD Adviser Anwarul Iqbal
said the present caretaker govern-
ment is showing respect to the best
sons of thesoil.

The government has already
built three libraries and museums in
honour of three Language
Movement martyrs and two such
projects will follow, which will be
implemented within the tenure of
this government.

Prof Anisuzzaman called upon

a view exchange meeting yesterday
urged the caretaker government to
implement the National Women
Development Policy 2008 for
empowering women at all levels in
the society.

They said the government

CTG ARMS HAUL CASE
Two prime
accused
placed on

formed by [slamicbigots.

Youth Social Forum (YSF)-
Bangladesh organised the meeting
on ‘National Women Development
Policy 2008: The Present Debate and
Thought of Youth Society’ at the
National Press Clubin the city.

Speakers further said develop-
ment of the country and poverty
eradication cannot be ensured
ignoring the issue of empowering
women.

“Women are still in backward
position in our country. The govern-

population are women,” said Prof
Khan Sarwar Murshid. '
Moderated by YSF
Coordinator Sajjat Hossain, the
meeting was addressed by Bakul
Barman of Youth and Hunger,
Shovan Kamal of Jubo Nagorik
Adhikar Jote, advocate HM
Masum of Lio Club, SM Rashed
Rabbi of Green Voice, Sharmin
Ferdous of Jubo Nagorik Adhikar
Jote and Mostaq Ahmed of
Bangladesh Chhatra Samity.

ACC to sue

on Wednesday night at the age of
66, says a press release.

Sirajul, a former member of the
Pakistan Air Force Engineering
Division, left behind his wife, three
sons, three daughters, and a host of
relatives and well-wishers to
mourn his death.

A doa mahfil will be held at the
Matir Mosque adjacent to his
residence at 216/B Khilgaon
Chowdhurypara after Asr prayers
onSunday.

The family members requested
the relatives, friends and well-
wishers to attend the doa mahfil.

The New Age Union of
Journalists expressed deep shock

charge sheet and ordered for | session, submitted a memoran- to return the money But they | d d at the death of Sirajul Islam.
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for trial on Sunday next, said the

the employees

alleged.
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Panchlaish zone, and sent him to
jail.

Mofazzal along with his body-
guard Constable Ehsanul Islam
and driver Constable Abdur Rauf
were accused in a case filed in
connection with a robbery that

Islam, an account officer of the
registrar building, took Tk 3 lakh for
enrolling him in the menitlistin 2004,

‘When [ was not placed in the
merit list, he told me not to worry
and later he got me admitted in
the management studies depart-

forgery at the university, said the
authorities would investigate the
matter seriously and take stern
action against the accused
employees if the allegations are
proved

The committee has so far

Qureshi urges
people to
remain vigil

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Mohammad.

Chief Judicial Magistrate
Mohammad Golam Faruk granted the
remand after a hearing on the remand
prayer submitted by Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
Special SP Ismail Hossain Khan, who is

(currently EPB vice-chairman),
former Gazipur additional deputy
commissioner Rafiqul Islam (cur-
rently member of Bangladesh
Science and Industry Research
Council) and former land secretary
Azad Ruhul Amin.

secretary Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah foracquiring illegal wealth
and concealing information about
it.

The ACC director general
informed that the commission has
approved the issuance of notices to

former manag-
ing director of
Adamijee
Insurance Company Ltd, of
Pakistan, passed away due to ill-
ness on May 14 in Karachi, says a
press release.
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AC Mofazzal and the two con-
stables entered the house of a
businessman at Urmi Plaza In
Amirbagh residential area under
Kotwali Police Station in the name
of searching for VoIP (voice over
internet protocol) equipment at
around 1:30am on February 10.

The accused AC and cops
were fired from service and
arrested on February 11 on
charges of looting Tk 1.75 lakh
and gold ornaments.

Says Bangladesh Kalyan Party chief

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Chairman of the newly formed
Bangladesh Kalyan Party Major

| General (retd) Sayed Mohammad

brahim yesterday said the
upcoming national election will
not be acceptable if the two major
political parties boycott the polls
“Itis true that if the parliament

said Ibrahim.

He said Bangladesh Kalyan
Party is likely to put up candi-
dates in 200 constituencies in
parliamentelection.

“We also hope to take part in
local government election where
good candidates are available. We
want quality not the quantity,” he
added.

noon.

He said dialogues with the par-
ties are not so important for holding
a free and fair election. The govern-
ment should go ahead with its
agenda for holding the election in
December this year.

Qureshi said public money
worth hundreds of crores of taka
were plundered for years, while
killings, terrorism and anarchism
were the common incidents.

Democratic rights of the people

The CID, for the second time,
started an investigation into this case
after a Chittagong court on March 5
asked the CID to conduct further
investigation.

Prevention Act, 1947 and section
109 of the Penal Code.

Besides, Hanif told the briefing
that the ACC has approved the filing
of a case against Tangail Pourasava

Corporation Sultan Shikder, former
director of Drugs Administration
Directorate Prof Habibur Rahman
and former joint secretary Ishaq

Bhuiyan.

Miner now wants refund of loans

FROM PAGE 1
Later, Namnam received five more

instalments totalling $23.19 million
as per the contract. "Butitwill get the

saturated with huge rocks.
Considering diplomatic rela-

tions, Petrobangla in May 2007 took

over the unfinished mine from

contract, Namnamdid notreplace a
generator and did not conduct non-
destructive testing of selected
equipmentofthe mine.

| Biswas, a for-
mer official of
Jiban Bima
| Corporation,
will be observed
today, says a

pressrelease.

On the occasion, a doa mahfl
will be held at his village home at
Charmirkamaryin Ishwardi, Pabna.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers have been requested to
attend the doa mahfil and pray for

election is held without the pal Ibrahim also demanded pun- were snatched 3\"#3)71[1 the name of remauung.?l loan rEpﬂ}'l:nEn‘[ instal- Namnam b}’ lSSU.lng conditional 'They did not even submit a E{Ema]peacenf[he departedmul
Sector commanders | ticipation of major political par-  ;p nent 1o war criminals and politics, he said, adding that the ”;Em; only aﬂf:er mm;‘i&ﬁ?; acceptance certificate. The condi- development plan so that we keep

- - ‘ t er the projectc : " X : ' : " .
FROM PAGE 16 ties then it will lose the credibil arrest of the accused in Gatco | caretaker government after assum- b pro) tion says, "Namnam has under on depending on their assistance, RaziaSultana

going to sit with Awami League
(AL) at its Banani office at 7.00pm
today.

Asked about the agenda of the
meeting, SCF president Air Vice
Marshal (retd) AK Khandker said,
“We will urge them (political party
leaders) to take a stance against
war criminals.

"We will also seek pledges from
them that they will take steps to try
the war criminals once they win

the next general election,” |

ity. The participation of Awami
League (AL) and BNP is essential
to make the polls acceptable to
all,” said Ibrahim while talking to
journalists in Pabna yesterday

He said if the main leaders of
both the parties fail to take partin
the election, they should encour-
age the party men to participate
in the polls for the sake of the
country.

“If Sheikh Hasina or Khaleda
Zia cannot take part in the

case.

Earlier he attended a discus-
sion titled '37 years of independ-
ence and our duty' at a local
community centre. Pabna
Unnayan Forum organised the
discussion.

Abul Ehsan Mostafa Bin Taher
chaired the meeting which was
also addressed by SM Abul Kalam
Azad, SM Aminur Rahman, Sahab
Uddin and Abul Hossain.

ing power stopped those politicians
in an effort to establish good gover-
nance in the country.

He further said people will never
remember for those responsible for
such anarchicsituation.

Al
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report, and an auditing is done,” said
the Petrobangla official.

Yet, taking advantage of
Petrobangla's dilemma over the
incomplete mine, Namnam in the
past bagged an additional $16.83
million from the government
through a supplementary contract.

"Now it is once again using pres-
sure tactics on the government 1o
getmore money,” the official added.

In contrast with such costescala-
tion, the mine is now capable of
producing only 1,100 tonnes of hard

taken torectify, replace or repairany
defects, defaults or complete out-
standing works within the guaran-
tee period as percontract...”

The certificate added, "The
defects liabilities period (guarantee
period) of twelve months for these
outstanding works will be calculated
from the date of issuance of the
certificate. Nothing in this certificate
will absolve Namnam from any of
their responsibilities under this
contractand aforesaid handover.”

But despite such condition, the

commented an official of the
MGMCL.

With Dr Mosharraf Hossain as
energy minister, the BNP govern-
ment had signed the turn-key con-
tract with Namanam on Mar 27,
1994 to develop the hard rock mine
which will annually produce 1.65
million tonnes of rock when com-
pleted. The mine was supposed to
be completedin 1998.

But Namnam lacked both fund
and equipment to complete the
project in time. After a series of

Today is the fourth death anniver-
sary of Razia Sultana, mother of
Shafiqul Alam Barkat, former
DUCSU member and general
secretary of Awami League's Texas
unit, says a press release.

On the occasion, special prayers
will be offered at the Dhanmondi
residence (Road- 8/A. House 88).

Relatives and friends of late
Razia are requested to attend the
prayers.

| upcoming election, I believe they Later, the Pabna district unit gl 2y rock a day, instead of a targeted , : r : . .
i s e depty o | Upcomnglecton blive hey | Lt b Fibne dutnc v || cholarship giving | | k% a0 o S WEU company it o i ih prom: Gy o o prcee 3 | Quilkhwani
' ) : , { iti- ; : ), level can be achieved only when : these , \
Starlastnight. take part in the polls as all polit Bangladesh Kalyan Party was ceremony N theprn;recl. include stope preparation, install- finish the project. In 2005, the com-

The SCF would request the
political leaders to include the
pledge in their respective election
manifesto, he said.

cal parties want the election,

formed.
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Eastem Bank Limited and Dhaka
University Alumni Association (DUAA)
will give away financial grants to 224
menitorious Dhaka University students,

Namnam's mining design is so
poor that most of the rocks pro-
duced at this mine are cut in a way
that the market does not want. As a

ing spread concrete, constructing a
skip replacing building, installing
reversible exhaust fan, submitting a
12-year project development plan

pany was given another chance to
finish the tasks through a two-year
service contract. Butit could notdo
the job forcing the government to

Qulkhwani of Dr Syed Zahiruddin
——— = Ahmed, a
retired senior
consultant of
{Infectious

e

Khandker said it must be made : l l Venue: TSC auditorium. Time: 3:00pm result, the mining company's andalandsubsidenceplan. sign yet another year's service D15 aa e
sure that war criminals are barred EA | E 4 inventory has become over- Moreover, in violation of the contractlastyear. Hospital,
from participating in the next T o D A Y Convention Mohakhali, will
general election. glT O D A Y The inaugurl session of the 15 gt . : be beld af his

R S ol wa Lo o it || (S @8 S1M1lAL, actions diifferent S e no
inform the political party leaders be held. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. ) city after Asr prayers today, says a

that it will work against any elec-
toral alliance comprising anti-
liberation war elements.

UNB, Dhaka

No change in temperature likely

Time: 3:00pm.
Roundtable

FROM PAGE 1 . ;
While pressing charges, the investi-
gating officer of the case, ACC

The ACC filed the case with
Tejgaon Police Station on
September 2 last year against 13

consultation with his lawyers.
If not arrested, he said he would
surrender to the court on May 22.

press release.
He passed away at Square
Hospitalin the cityon May 11.

“If any political party forges an | : ni Deputy Director Johirul Huda, persons, including Khaleda and Meanwhile, jnurna!ists fru;n He left behind his wife, one son
electoral alliance with war crimi- Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or :;t::::;::arx:;?géﬁpga?,,-::ie shnwed+ these 12 persons as her younger son Ara.fat‘ Rahman print and elect;um: media | andtwodaughters.
nals and anti-liberation war ele- squally wind is likely at one or two places over country's all six environment. Venue: National Press abscnndmg and appealed to the Koko, for graft in awarding Gatco crowded at the residences of the
ments, we shall urge the people divisionsin the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today. Club. Time: 10:00am. court fm. issuance of arrest war- the cuptmner-handﬁn_g work at four rlsaders for tl"if Sfﬁﬂnd day
not to vote for them,” the SCF Mild heat wave, which is sweeping over Khulna division and the rants against them. depots in Dhaka and Chittagong. yesterday, sensing that they might

be arrested after issuance of the

Shraddha

president said. regions of Rajshahi and Ishwardi, may continue, Met Office said. Discussion ter(lfl tlg;}i; f?{;ﬂ?ﬁfﬂ“ﬂ?;ﬁ;ﬁ; mu];:; Ec;?:geﬂ :gf:itr }1:11::]1113:;&:11 il o dod AR
WE.:‘)[(]ZF(?;& n:?n La; ::gmlmr;:?:caui : It said that day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over The Alfa, a fortnightly, organises @ | | commerce minister Amir Khasru  withthe corruptionwas proved. Frustrated party activists and [Pust-[unerll
B desh. Jativa Sama‘tatntrik : e};:p %mn,n W 36.8 degrees Celsius was recorded discussion titied The role of media to Mahmud Chowdhury--both from Dhaka Metropolitan Police  admirersalsomettheirleaders. rites) of (::olapi
Dﬁgla eks > P 4 G jF stm e gy u:fl el 21?‘1 wos Celsius at R meet the demands of time’. Venue: BNP--are in abroad. Saifur left the Commissioner Naim Ahmed told Dozens of party activists also | wife of

IS artyél 'ann nn.;m YPREIRAY &F SAIRHALE STICIOWER - egru; 25":151 antgysailiré Shilpakala Academy. Time: 5:00pm. country for Singapore on May 8. The Daily Star last night that the gathered at the Jamaat central b | Mukanda Lal
and Bangladesh Kalyan Party for The sun sets in the capital at 6:34pm today and rises at 5:15am But other BNP leaders--former  police stations concerned were yet ~ office at Moghbazar yesterday. ST AN AR

the talks, SCF sources said.
Earlier, SCF exchanged views
with around 150 socio-cultural

LOMOITOW.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

Launching ceremony
The launching ceremony of the

LGRD minister Abdul Mannan
Bhulyan, former land minister M
Shamsul Islam and former agricul-

toreceive the courtorder.
Asked if the "absconding”
accused would be held on receiving

Sources said they will stage a dem-
onstration the moment Nizami is
arrested and taken away.

- | British move-
ment veteran,
will be held

and different other organisations City/Town Temperaturein Humidityin SHAGIADN Wil helqd._Venua: piess ture minister MK Anwar, and the order, he said, "We will take “We are here to watch the devel- today, says a press release.
in the capital in a bid to mobilise Celsius percentage Sheraton Hofs). Jime: 6:30pm. Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer and former  measures to execute the courtorder.”  opments in phases,” a follower of On the occasion, several
public support to try the war Max Min Moming  Evening : industries minister Motiur Mannan Bhuiyan, a major Nizamitold The DailyStar. o es will be held atherhome
criminals. Dhaka 35.6 26.8 59 54 Seminar j Rahman Nizami are staying attheir  figure in the pm-refnrrll BNP fac- Jamaat pnhcymaker_s yesterday El Mhmklyin

Since its inception in October Chittagong 32.5 26.2 72 86 Al-Quds Committee Bangladesh residences. tion, yesterday said, "I am not held a series of meetings at the Gop alg:nj BT
last year, the Sector Commanders’ Rajshahi 344 24.7 69 61 organises a seminar on ‘Sixty years of Meanwhile, Shamsul Islam and  escaping butstaying atmy house. central office to work out strategies e :;,f the deceased have
Forum has been vocal in their Khulna 36.3 25.0 71 61 legitimate occupation, sixty years of MK Anwar yesterday morning filed He told reporters at his Gulshan  after the possible arrest of Nizami rednisstad relhtives anAMNE
demands for trying war criminals Barisal 36.5 24.8 57 63 sacred resistance’. Venue: Supreme petitions with the High Court residence that he cancelled his :.dndhpnmnr:llyyselmf:ted A;hul l(n]alt;n wighers to attend the programmes
and a ban on anti-liberation Sylhet 355 25.6 58 61 Court Bar Association auditorium. seeking anticipatory bail but lh‘c previous plan to surrend;ar 10 th; -u amm: thusu é:fm or nayeb- gt e of the
forces, such as Jamaat-e-Islami, Cox's Bazar 34.1 26.4 59 88 Time: 9:30am. court refused to hear their peti- court yesterday morning an e-ameer, as the acting ameer once pray

from the national polls.

m

tions.

might go for it on Sunday after

the post falls vacant.

departed soul.




