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Citycell, the country's oldest
mobile phone operator, con-
tunued to lose money in the full
year ending March 31, as it
battled stiff competition and
paid the price of its involve-
ment in the illegal call termina-
tion scandal, according to its
largest shareholder Singapore
Telecommunications.

N RSB DX EY &
Telecommunications
(SingTel), which owns 45 per-
cent of Citycell, said its share of
the mobile operator's after tax
loss was $38 million
Singaporean dollars (SS) or
around Tkl178.crore (one
Singaporean dollar is equiva-
lentto Bangladeshitaka 46.8).

Had the losses been evenly
spread among all the share-
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Citycell continues

o face loss

holders, Citycell's after tax loss
would have been around
84million Singaporean dollars
or Tk385crore during the
period.

SingTel, the major share-
holder of Citycell,
Bangladesh's only CDMA stan-
dard mobile phone operator,
has been incurring losses since
2006. The company's profit
after loss in Citycell was
SS5mullion and $$28million in
2006 and 2007 respectively.

According to SingTel's full
year financial result, the com-
pany's loss in Citycell
increased mainly because of
the S$14million penalty it had
to pay to the telecom regulator
for its involvement in illegal
call termination through VoIP
technology. The Bangladesh
Telecommunication and
Regulatory Commission
(BTRC) fined Citycell
Tk150crore for its involvement
in illegal VoIP in January 2008.

SingTel's fourth quarter loss
from Citycell increased by 9 per
cent year-on-year mainly due
to the lower operating revenue
resulting from price competi-
tion, though the subscriber
acquisition cost per subscriber
declined following lower hand-
setprices,” itsaid.

Sania Mahmood, general
manager, (Marketing,
Communications and
Branding) of Citycell, yesterday
said, "The FY 2007-08 loss
posted by Citycell is a result of
its investments in the past two
years, specifically on network
expansion, extensive rollout of
nationwide customer care
points and subscriber acquisi-
tion costs”.

"This is an investment to
ensure in the Citycell's future
business and we are already
yielding encouraging results.
Our aggressive tariff, improved
infrastructure and customer
care network have gained con-
sumer confidence in line with
our current business plan”,
said Sania.

The country's once sole
mobile operator has lost its
single leading position after
introducing GSM mobile tele-
phony. When its rivals one after
another grabbed the market
shares, Citycelllost out.

SingTel financial result
reveals that CityCell market
shares as of March 2008 was 4
percent, which was 4.1 percent
a year ago. Citycell's close rival,
UAE- based Warid, a new
comer in the market, last week
claimed that it grabbed

7percent market shares with
having 3million customers up
to May 10, 2008.

In terms of subscriber num-
bers, the Citycell is the
Bangladesh's fifth largest
mobile operator. Its subscriber
reached 1.55million as of
March 2008 with a 32 percent
growth. By the end of March
2007, the number of the com-
pany's subscribers was
1.17million.

According to the latest fig-
ures released by the BTRCup to
March 2008, the number of
total mobile phone subscribers
reached 38.93 million.

Grameenphone 1s the mar-
ket leader in mobile telecom-
munication sector with around
17.8 million subscribers, while
Orascom Telecom Bangladesh,
which operates Banglalink, is
the second leader with around
8.3 million subscribers.

Telecom Malaysia
International Bangladesh,
which operates AKTEL, and
Warid Telecom International
are the third and fourth market
players with around 7.4 million
and around 2.7 million sub-
scribers respectively.

hasan@thedailystar.net

New DMD of
Standard Bank

Jl\-ld Nazmus
& | Salehin joined
ge | Standard Bank
P Limited as

* | deputy man-
aging director,
says a press

Salehin started his career
with Sonali Bank in 1979 as a
probationary officer. He held
all the senior and top manage-
ment level positions in three
major nationalized commer-

cial banks.
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Anwar-ul-Alam Chowdhury, president of Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), Tuesday speaks at a seminar on “HIV/AIDS Prevention Strategies with Garment

Factories”, jointly organized by Marie Stopes, BGMEA, National AIDS/STD Program (NASP) and Save the
Children-USA.

Gulam Mustafa Mofizur Rahman

BAIRA gets
new president,
secy general

Gulam Mustafa and Kazi
Mohammed Mofizur Rahman
have been elected as the presi-
dent and secretary general,
respectively, of BAIRA (Bangla-
desh Association of
International Recruiting
Agencies) for two-year term,
from 2008 to 2010.

Gulam Mustafa is the man-
aging director of Prantik
Travels and Tourism Ltd, says a
pressrelease.

Mofizur Rahman, on the
other hand, is the proprietor of
KaziAir International.

Youth Brand
Fair from
June 26

In a bid to raise awareness of
brands among the youth and
popularise the brands of differ-
ent companies, a three-day
‘Youth Brand Fair-2008' will
beginin Dhaka on June 26.
Event management com-
pany Gmaks Event will organ-
ise the fair at Bashundhara City
shopping mall where around
80 companies and institutions
of different sectors will show-
case their products and ser-
vices especially for the youth.
The organisers announced
the schedule and highlighted
the features of the fair at a press
conference in Dhaka on
Tuesday, says a press release.
Chief Executive of Gmaks
Abdullah Md Taher, Chief
Creative Officer Mahmuda
Akter, Chief Coordinator
Niamul Kadir
Administrative, Officer Shekh
Rasheed Hossain were present
atthe press conference.
Brand-related seminars and
workshopswill be organised on
the sidelines of the fair. The
Daily Star, the Dainik Samakal,
ETV and Radio Today are the
media partners of the show.
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Cut in import duty on
ship scrap, rod

making chemicals

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government yesterday
decided to reduce the import
duty on ship scrap, melting
scrap and rod manufacturing
chemicals to create a com-
petitive domestic rod mar-
ket.

The meeting, chaired by
Commerce Adviser Hossain
Zillur Rahman, also
decided to give more busi-
nessmen permission to

import scrap, which till
now was enjoyed by a small
number of importers.

For overall development
of the sector, the Ministry of
Commerce 1n association
with Ministry of Industries
will also work on long-term
plans to stabilise the market,
the meeting decided.

The decisions in the meet-
ing were taken in line with
the eight-point recommen-
dations given by an inquiry

committee, which was
formed by the government to
unearth the reasons for soar-
ing price of iron rod in the
domestic market,

In the meeting the com-
merce adviser said rod prices
in local markets have
decreased.

He told journalists that the
government would formu-
late a policy for the country's
rod market on the basis of
field level information.

Desa-Citibank MoU on
online bill payment

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (Desa) yesterday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Citibank. NA, Bangladesh,
which will enable Desa clients
to check and pay their monthly
electricity bill online.

In the first phase of the ser-
vice, Citibank clients will be
able to pay their bill online.
Gradually, all the customers of
DESA will be brought under
this service using CitiConnect,
a web-enabled financial ser-
vice of Citibank.

Rafiul Alam, secretary of
Desa, and Khondoker Rashed
Magsood, director and head
Transaction
Services of Citigroup, signed
the agreement on behalf of
the service providers in
Dhaka yesterday.

Speaking at the function, Ivo
Distelbrink, managing director
and regional sales head for
Treasury and Trade Solutions
for Citi Global Transaction
Services, said CitiConnect is
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Rafiul Alam, secretary of Desa, and Khondoker Rashed Magsood,
director and head of Global Transaction Services of Citigroup, sign
an agreement in Dhaka yesterday. Under the deal, Desa clients will
be able to check and pay their monthly electricity bill online.

widelyused by the clients of the
bank in Asia and by govern-
ment institutions to collect
taxes, customs duties and
utility.payments.

“I am happy to see the
launch of CitiConnect in
Bangladesh, which will help
the country to move forward in
e-governance’, he added.

Brigadier General M Nazrul

Hasan, the Desa chairman,
said the current bill payment
system, which is decentralised
but under a central monitoring
system, has seen a significant
growth in bill collection.

“The introduction of a faster
and more convenient collec-
tion system will also give us a
great competitive advantage,”
he said.

ASHUGANJ POWER STATION COMPANY LIMITED

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Ashuganj, B. Baria-3402, Bangladesh.
Telephone: 08528-74033, Fax: 08528-74044, E-mail: apsclbd@yahoo.com

Memo No. APSCL/Pro-02/2008/ 623

“Invitation For Tender ”

date : 13/05/2008

| 01. | Ministry/Division

Ministry of power, Energy and Mineral Resources/Power Division

02. | Agency

Ashugan) Power Station Co. Ltd.

03. | Procunng Entity Name

Convener, Procurement Committee, APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Baria.

Procunng Entity Distnict

Brahman Bana, Bangladesh

05. | Inwvitation for

Supply, I[nstallation, Testing, & Commissioning of Nickel- Cadmium
Alkaline Battenies of total rated 24V, 725 to 775 AH capacily
mcluding 2-sets 1000 A D.C (Output), 24 V DC (Output) Battery
Charger and Distnibution Board for APSCL

06. | Invitation Refl No

Memo No.APSCL/Pro-2/2008/6 2>

07. | Date

13/05/2008

08. | Procurement Method

Open Tendering Method.

09. | Source of Funds

APSCL’S Own Fund.

10. | Tender Publication Date

13/05/2008

1. | Tender Last Selling Date

1 1/06/2008 duning office hour

12. | Tender Closing Date and
Time

12/06/2008 at 12:.00 Noon

I13. | Tender Opening Date and
Time

12/06/2008 at 12:30 PM

14. | Name & Address of the
Offices

a. | -Selling Tender
Documents.

(1) Assttt Chief Engineer

(Generation),
Development Board, WAPDA Bhavan, Motijhecl C/A, Dhaka-1000.
(11) Deputy Director (Finance), APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Baria.

Bangladesh Power

b. | Receiving & Opening
Tender Documents

B-Bana

Office of the Convener, Procurement Committee, APSCL, Ashuganj,

15. | Eligibility of Tenderer

Renowned Manufacturer / Supplier having experience of supply as

specified in the Tender Document.
16.
:l. Rodah Loro Pnce of Tender Amount of Tender Secunity completion
0 5 Documents lime
01. | Supply, Installation, Non refundable Tk. BDT 2,10,000/- 30 days
Testing.& 1,000/- In favour of Ashuganj Power from the
Cqmm:ssmmng of | In favour of Ashuganj Station Company Limited in the date of
Nickel-Cadmium Power Station Company | form of Pay Order / Bank DrafV contract
Alkaline Batteries of total | Limited in the form of Bank Guarantee from any signing
rated 24V, 725 to 775 AH | Pay Order / Bank Draft schedule Bank of Bangladesh
capacity including 2-sets | from any schedule Bank
1000 A D.C (Output), 24 of Bangladesh
V DC (Output) Battery
Charger and Distribution
_| Board for APSCL
17. | Name of official Inviting Md. Abdus Samad
Tender
I8. | Designation of official Convener, Procurement committee
Inviting Tender
19. | Address of official Ashuganj Power Station Co. Ltd. Ashuganj,B-Baria,Bangladesh.
Inviting Tender

20, | Contract details of ofTicial
Inviting Tender

E-mail;

Tel : 08528-74033  Fax : 08528-74044,
Website : www.apscl.com

21. | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders

(Md. Abdus S }r?'n);d?s ' ®§

Convener

ﬁ
Procurement Commiltee,

APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Baria,
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Grameenphone
launches trial service
in Rangamati

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati
Grameenphone (GP), the coun-
try'sleading cell phone operator,
launched its network service on
trial basis in Rangamati from 5 in
the afternoon yesterday.

"After starting operation in
Rangamati, the GP now works
on setting up towers in the rest
two hill districts of Bandarban

and Khagrachhari,” said
Masud Parvez, a system engi-
neer of the company.
Meanwhile, Brigadier
General MA Malek (Retd),
special assistant to the chief
adviser for social welfare and
post and telecommunications,
will formally inaugurate the

TeleTalk network expansion in -

the three hill districts today.
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GMAKS EVENT

A press conference was organised in Dhaka on Tuesday to announce the schedule of a three-day 'Youth
Brand Fair-2008' that will begin on June 26 at Bashundhara City shopping mall. Abdullah Md Taher,
chief executive of Gmaks Event that will organise the show, among others, was present at the press
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