Chhayanat celebrates
Tagore birth anniversary

Artistes of Chhayanat sing at the programme

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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‘To celebrate the 147th birth anni-
versary of Noble Laureate poet
Rabindranath Tagore, Chhayanat
organised a musical soiree
"Rabindra Jayanti-1415" at the
Shawkat Osman Memorial Audi-
torium, Central Public Library on
May 12.

Chhayanat holds special
programmes to mark birth and
death anniversaries of Tagore
everyyear.
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The programme started at 7
pm. Young theatre activist Zoglul
Alam, who passed away recently,
was remembered at the
programime.

The musical programme
opened with a chorus of the
Tagore song Prothom juger udoy
digongoney by members of
Chhayanat.

Aditi Mohsin rendered Shudhu
tomar bani, followed by Ashim
Dutta's performance of Jogorey
anondo jagney. llora Ahmed
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Irts

Solo Painting E’l e ﬂ Solo Painting

Exhibition Exhibition

Title: The Dance of Life on the & ' Title: Rhythm & Nature

Hovizon Artist; Zahir Hossain Franguisen
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine ;:ﬂ:r.' A:.ﬂ;onsznmlw. deDaccen
Arts, H 285F R 27 (old), , MIrpu A

Dhanmondi Dhanmondi

Date; May 16-30 (inauguration Date: May 9-22

6pm) m

Time: 12pm-8pm

Shukla sang Jotokhon tumi
amaye. Shaikat Mukherji ren-
dered Aporup tomarbani.

Other artistes who performed
at the programme included
Atikur Rahman, Shormishtha
Sarkar, Satyam Dev Nath, Nilufar
Jahan, Nirjhor Chowdhury,
Mahmuda Khatun, Shahed
Imam, Mrittika Shohita and Mita
Haque.

The programme wrapped up
with a rendition of the National
Anthem.
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Rabindra Jayanti

Solo Ceramic
Exhibition

Ceramics

Happy
Venue: Zainul Gallery,

Date: May 10-16
Time: 12pm-8pm

celebration in Sylhet

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet
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On the occasion of Kabiguru
Rabindranath Tagore's 147th birth
anniversary, different organisa-
tions and institutions arranged
programmes in Sylhet recently.
These included discussions,
music, dance and more.

Bengali department, Shahjalal
University of Science and Technol-
ogy (SUST) organised a discussion
and cultural programme on
Pachishey Baishakh. Assistant
Professor Md. Ashraful Karim
chaired the discussion on Tagore's
life and works. Among others,
lecturer Dr. Md. Rezaul Islam;
Assistant Professor Md. Faizul
Haque and students participated
at the discussion. Students of the
department also arranged a cul-
tural programme featuring
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Rabindra Sangeet and poems
written by the bard.,

Bangladesh Betar, Sylhet centre
also arranged a programme --
featuring performances by artistes
of Anandalok, alocal organisation -
- on Pachishey Baishakh. The
programme was aired live from 9
am. The programme was directed
by the chief of Anandolok, Rana
Kumar Sinha. Artistes Joly Dey,
Munna Dutta, Shilpi Das, Sharmin
Rezwan, Mousumi Talukdar, Auditi
Paul, Sudipta Paul, Sadia Jahan,
Sajeda Akhtar Mita, Biman
Talukder, Ripon Roy and Mitu Das
rendered Tagore songs at the
programine.,

Anandalok also organised
another programme that included
adiscussion and a musical soiree at
the M. Saifur Rahman Audtitorium
onthesameday.
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On Ekushey TV at 9:30 pm

Title: Innovative Beauty in
Artist: Afroja Chowdhury

Institute of Fine Arts, DU

Film Screening
Film: De L'amour
Director: Jean-Frangois
Richet

Venue: Auditotium,
Alfiance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Date: May 16

Time: 10:30am and Gpm
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JAHANGIR ALAM, Netrakona
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A two-day long cultural festival
featuring performances by artistes
from local indigenous communi-
ties -- Garo, Hajong, Coch, Banai
and Hadi -- ended here last
Sunday. The festival was held at
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Indigenous artistes dance at the festival
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Birishiri Tribal Cultural Academy
in Durgapur upazila, Netrakona
district.

Rasheda K. Chowdhury, adviser
to the Ministry of Cultural Affairs,
inaugurated the festival. Raja
Debashish Roy, special assistant to
the Chief Adviser, was present as
special guest.

The inaugural programme was
presided over by the Deputy Com-
missioner of Netrakona, Ayat Ullah
Majumder. Among others, Chair-
man of Tribal Welfare Association,
Promod Mankin attended the
pPrograinime,

Upazila Nirbahi Officer of
Durgapur, Mir Khairul Alam;
Superintendent of Birishiri Pri-
mary Training Institute, Manindra
Nath Marak and Uttam Kumer
Richil, director of the Academy
also spoke atthe programme.

Artistes representing adivasi
cultural organisations from the
greater Mymensingh region per-
formed their traditional dances,
songs and staged plays at the
festival.

Rasheda K. Chowdhury said, "It
is our duty to preserve and pro-
mote the cultures and traditions of
the indigenous people.” She asked
for more active participation from
the indigenous communities. The
adviser also said that the govern-
ment has taken initiatives for the
development of the indigenous
communities.

Author Salman Rushie is the book-
makers' tip to win the Booker of
Booker prizes, adding to his exist-
Ing two awards.

Rushdie's 1981 novel The Mid-
night Children is joined by five

the shortlist, including Peter Carey
andPatBarker.

JM Coetzee, Nadine Gordimer
and ]G Farrell are also in the run-

ofthe Booker.

London's Literary Festival on 10 July.
The most recent book on the all-
time shortlist - selected from all 41
previous Booker winners - is
Coetzee's Disgrace from 1999.
The South African-born
author's novel is second favourite
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other former Booker winners on*

ning for the prize marking 40 years

The award, which will be voted for
by the public, will be presented at

to take the honour.

Gordimer, in the running for her
1974 winner The Conservationist,
is also South African.

Australian author Peter Carey is
shortlisted for Oscar and Lucinda,

Bookerwins in 1988.

The late Liverpool-born'author ™

]G Farrell's 1973 winner The Siege
of Krishnapur is the oldest winner
on the list, with Yorkshire writer
Pat Barker completing the list with
1995's The Ghost Road.

Farrell has been installed as the
outsider to be awarded the prize.

The shortlist was chosen by a
panel of experts including novelist
and critic Victoria Glendinning

and broadcaster Mariella authorsin 1974 and 1992.
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Rushdie tipped for Booker treble

in 1969, has spawned 41 winners
because it was shared between two




