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Budget to attach priority to
marketing of farm products

Says finance adviser

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
Islam yesterday assured that a
good chunk of budgetary allo-
cation in the next budget
would go for the development
of marketing of agricultural
products to ensure fair prices
for farmers.

He said since transportation
is one of the major compo-
nents in marketing of agricul-
tural products, a good amount
of money will be allocated for
the development of transpor-
tation so that the farmers can
bring their produce to the mar-
ketatacheapercost.

Azizul Islam was speaking at
the seminar on 'Agri Budget,
Budget for Farmers' at the
auditorium of National
Economic Council (NEC) of
Planning Ministry, organised
by Channel i, a television chan-
nel.

He said the farmers' cooper-
atives for marketing their pro-
duces could ensure fair prices
for them.

“In the next budget, if neces-
sary, | may increase the
amount of endowment fund
for agro-research. In the cur-
rent budget, almost all Tk 350
crore, allocated for agro-

research, remain unutilised,”
he said.

The finance adviser said
introduction of tax holiday
facility for the poultry industry
in the next budget has been
under his active consideration,
as the sector incurred a huge
loss due to recent bird flu, add-
ing that the duty on import of
some poultry related items has
already been withdrawn.

TV personality Shykh Seraj
moderated the seminar, partic-
ipated by economists, editors
of different national dailies and
agriculturists, among others.

Almost all of Tk 350
crore, allocated for
agro-research,
remains unutilised.
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Introduction of tax
holiday facility for
the poultry industry
in the next budget is
under active
consideration.

Agriculture Adviser CS
Karim and Special Assistant to
Chief Adviser in ministry of
fisheries and livestock Manik
LalSamaddar also spoke.

CS Karim said there is no
reason to feel self-
complacent for the current
bumper boro harvest, adding
that the country should not
only dependent on rice pro-
duction, but should also pro-
duce other crops for a sus-
tainable food security.

“We are trying to provide
subsidy to the farmers directly,
as the subsidy money some-

times gets misused by different
agencies and people,” Karim
said, adding that the wholesale
prices of agricultural produce
should be increased for the
interest of the farmers.

Manik Lal Samaddar said he
has already recommended for
setting up a separate price-
monitoring cell for the poultry
industries.

“I have scheduled meetings
to sit with the banks and poul-
try sector people on 14 and 15
May to discuss different issues
related to poultry sector,”
Samaddar said.

Economist Muzaffer Ahmad
said introduction of distribu-
tion channels for the farmers
would work better in gaining
fair prices.

“Curriculum of agri educa-
tional institutes should be
formulated with the aim to
contribute more in agricultural
sector,” he said.

Earlier at the seminar, Shykh
Seraj submitted a set of recom-
mendations to the finance
adwviser for the development of
the agricultural sector and
farmers.

He is scheduled to submit
the proposal, which identifies
five sectors, to Chief Adviser Dr
Fakhruddin Ahmed today.
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Citigroup
senior official
due today

Ivo Distelbrink, managing
director and regional sales
head for Treasury and Trade
Solutions for Citi Global
Transaction Services (GTS) in
Asia including Japan, arrives
in Dhaka todayon a three-day
visit, says press release.

During this visit, he is
scheduled to meet major
clients of the bank in Dhaka
and Chittagong and attend
new product launching cere-
mony and client events. He
will also review Citi's busi-
ness expansion plans for
treasury and trade solutions
in Bangladesh.

Prior to his current posi-
tion, Distelbrink was head of
GTS for Citi in China. Before
China, Ivo was the CEO and
Head of Corporate Banking
for Citibank NA in New
Zealand.

oIt o S|
ATIE IS, e SEn
794 S, b S

IR AR 51 6 «ifdneg TgH

1o e O s

naelq fqeefa

3) YR SRS ATE sTa] 0 sz

Y HEE ST %) ST, araiere [aeT, Aee HTEm, G121 PG SALETH, 18 54, 5T%1 5000 |

) ™ o v 511 [R5 SITCIE [0 ST |

8) HEvE SR VL € STeN H 21 e e *#A/DS18/3009-200% Jobr BR- o0@/od /100w 3t |

¢) Ry oW : 3 TS WAYE w§15 (SIoaT) |

s) SEETSH. TS 3 ;I‘]‘*:c Public Procurement Regulations-2003" a3 A8 Ied o) 9918 Wa%a R0

a HSH‘LIi | ;

Q) TR TYOM © WA | 1 | 5191 [ SAUTECE wem aee D ST ST, aee S Tom eena
= v= forass ¢ frmsssii ser (29 sreie @)

¥) R SO UN IR | 1 | D mahmie S, eranm e, T EA, vR o #W M-959, A ST4. 513 OIS
= TR (S s T g3 SR wer iR o) |

>) w29 (VMR A R8T arariiz wea, TeE AEN, v} oA, E 544

o)

Eﬁ‘l-o'rfobf&aa&i: fAe™ .00 WO |

33)

¥1¥-0n/o/00b 2L H7F Yoo WE |

3) REoE (YR Z1EY ¢ FNT

212-03/0b/00b L KA 33.%0 WOH |

5 52*E (Pre-Tender) |
FoR oY & ¥y

30)

=TT =¥

38) FTeE Ty @aa

F5e = =TeT W 5290 FTE w2 @ AR
: wEe (Bre) SHATR 1) HARTAT]
5) feriie Zrem 6 o TE5, FE 7R TES (5)) (539, SaN €0 ,000/= 3,000/= 8¢ =
IR WNHG, JSTH MG ¢ @A A S15] TR WYES -
HT TS AT (XIS € TFNAST 3T |
wdz

—

TR 32 v B e a1

= formafsfes )/ 0a-‘or
%5-3)9)

AR et Fieg

43 R-ATNATIE doad/00y/

I WA NPT Joob-00d O I o

gasdl/Amaaradl ofevm/fSemenT 3t = PPR-2003 arotae fdfrs

FCHZEFS AR T2 LA T Wk | «fof e Ara ecarerty A W oy SEATYS
SR W GURATA, ATSIER (FRoTS!, 20! W3 wifEe w2 o | 2y mwm‘lﬁﬁsfcq-

3) nqﬁnmm{mﬁ«ﬁm;mnﬁnﬂmmmwmm-ﬁrzmgamrammmmﬁmﬁﬂ
) T2 RS VAW TR T pEiia A Reweeeiiiz wed (N g 33 R
2) S (W TS TR TN WO qrert T A

8) B yffes B aiem g3 amey gereifer wiiom e @

¢)  HEU (R TRY TS enTeiE ey Befre qrerE vreea :

&) F-rﬁz:&tmrfsmm:mmﬂmaﬁnmmmmmﬁmmmmwmmmm

&S Jo (W) B T Performance Secunty Frmsseiin sz wa fre w3
1) WAE Hwe W Fem OstE TGETRE TA
) (0 (T 72" I TR 7N 520 Ao TR wIT 3ErE 3 e o
») (7R TRTATE] HI4A SN Féry e o 7% T 2a 8t e wrew ofem v oh T

AL, I

waoq fqefe

TR-09/3009-00b

fFafmfrs s wemz door ffie s o

CqM: TN A
D) szl
gra=wm fasm, Qe A

(F4: deebbro9q

SIfeds obr-0¢-200b32

= fFprsaed®t o

W% TR e o, W 1
LB i

fafe-33e0

FIeR B W 5 6 3 47 TSI AU B e aw By w o
falin a2 | awe Feipr faafds sraa o Sa ey ar@m
fears u o1 a1 e wasa ATt Q AEn T3 FAD TETS e wz |

e faaas
&R e T4 Ara=Ta Drema wava Bfesrra | wremam sz
L sfe e AT
b ] -] 8
03 | ooh—00d Y AHA o OV MR MZ ¢ of 30,000/- " :
1 RIS S ‘ 0,000/ ¢oof ioob-%nah;ﬁ
0 Joob-300d WY IWA Wo OF PWOT e »,000/- @oo/- %
o arg @ e et saamasat |
00 | oov-3oon W wwm ww fAfsy wivm of2 3,300/- 300]- =
ot oz, = To™ M o MEfsonr :
N2 | (7Y S BIEH] CRIINEF)
o8 Joobr-cod W4 AwWEA wA m Hants 2,000/~ 200/- -
HIRATEZ | (FIA 8 B )
o¢ | oob-3ood W TWF WA THALA RE™ &3 R 3,000/- 00)- -
ONeR (I0 IR FIRATER | (T o vifen
ST )
v fAfeen fawmm o™ 1 08/ob/300bRR WM ¢:00 W, 3) O TR T (9 raera )
wifew, >m 6 7 W-')MM.M.w.ﬂ)mzmm,m; '
T fedw g o™ wfoafaaommmmm.v)mmmmmmﬁ)
offae, w3 ¢ 7 w.i)MM.m.m,ﬂ)mtmm.mu l

ot/ot/200v B a8 o100 W%, rarRra (Mwrel ey, a6y

T ¢ e MaTee wxfam qre awer
ST CviTca™ 330 CIT® TR | (I BT e

SR ATt
AL (ANTTST, 6]

REMITTANCE SERVICE

Social Investment

Bank signs deal
with US firm

Social Investment Bank Ltd has
recently signed a remittance
agreement with US-based
money transfer company
Placid NK Corporation under
which Bangladeshi expatriates
in the USA will be able to send
their money home through the
branches ofthe bank.

AMM Farhad, executive
vice president and head of
Global Business Department
of the bank, and Mohammed

Haroun Rashid, vice presi-
dent at the group headquar-
ters of Placid Express in USA,
signed the deal, says a press
release.

Abdul Awal Patwary, chair-
man, KM Ashaduzzaman,
managing director, and Abu
Sadek Md Sohel, deputy man-
aging director of the bank, and
other senior officials from both
the sides were also present at
the signing ceremony. -

CSR Centre Trust and United News of Bangladesh (UNB) recently
signed amemorandum of understanding to cooperate each other in
promoting corporate responsibility (CSR) among business and
industrial enterprises in the country. (From L-R) Farooq Sobhan,
president of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute and chairman of the

CSR CENTRE

Board of Trustees of CSR Centre, Shahamin S Zaman, chief execu-
tive officer of CSR Centre, and Enayetullah Khan, editor-in-chief of
UNB, are seen after signing the deal.

MIDAS training
on starting
business from
May 25

MIDAS (Micro Industries
Development Assistance and
Services) is going to arrange a
five-day training course titled
‘Start Your Own Business' from
May 25 in Dhaka.

The course has been
designed on a German model
called competency-based
economies through formation
of enterprise (CEFE), says a
pressrelease.

The model has been success-
fullyimplemented in more than
50 countries in Asia, Africa,
South Americaand Europe.

The course will enable the
participants to identify and
select viable business project,
prepare bankable business
plan covering management,
marketing and production
aspects, analyse profit and loss
of potential business ventures.

W

Bank Asia
donates
microbus for
mobile hospital

UNB, Dhaka

Bank Asia has donated a
microbus to Birshreshtha
Motiur Rahman Foundation, a
non-profit organization, for
running its mobile hospital to
provide emergency medical
services to the poor patients.

Syed Anisul Huq, president
and managing director of the
bank, handed over the key of
the microbus to Mili Rahman,
widow of Birshreshtha Motiur
Rahman and director of the
foundation, at a function in the
premises of the bank's Scotia
Branch at Karwan Bazar yester-
day.

Bank Asia, as part of its cor-
porate social responsibility,
conducts social activities
including eye operations of
visually challenged children.

Adviser says no sloth in

Foreign Adviser Dr Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury has said
314,000 workers have so far got
clearance for employment
abroad this year, as there has
been no sloth in manpower
export.

“Ifthis trend continues, then
this year we'll break even the
previous year's figure, which
was already a record,” Dr
Iftekhar, who is also in charge
of the Ministry of Expatriates'
Welfare and

Overseas Employment, said
inastatement yesterday.

Out of the 314,000 workers,
225,000 have already left for
their destinations, he said. In
2007, 832,000 workers were
cleared for overseas jobs.

This year, the ministry
believes, this figure will exceed
900,000, said a press release.

manpower export

“Our 7-point strategy in this
regard is being implemented.
New labour markets are being
located with stress on welfare
of the workers. For

instance, I've just returned
from Oman where the market
has opened up again after 12
years and a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) has
been

signed that will protect our
workers' interests,” Iftekhar
said.

The adviser observed that
the signing of yet such an
agreement with the UAE has
helped expand our market
greatly. “Today, on average 800-
1000 workers are going there
everyday.”

“The remittances are also
increasing. The amount has
already exceeded US $ 3 billion
in the first four months. Again,
at this rate, we could look at

USS$ 10 billion in this regard by
theyear-end,” he said.

“We also feel there's a need
to upgrade skills to respond to
changing demands, and our 37
Technical Training Centres
(TTCs) are gearing up

themselves to that end,” the
adviser stated.

He also said the problems of
exploitation and harassment
are also being addressed by our
missions abroad who were
given strict instructions to
emphasise and ensure welfare
of the workers.

He mentioned that action is
also being taken by the Task
Force and other law enforcing
agencies.

“We may not be able to
resolve all problems, but with
the help of all concerned, "l
believe, we can improve the lot
of our workers in many ways,”
hesaid.
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BFWE

Rokia Afzal Rahman, president of Bangladesh Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (BFWE), and
Ashfaque ur Rahman, managing director of Novartis (Bangladesh) Limited, exchange documents after
signing a memorandum of understanding in Dhaka yesterday. The deal was signed to launch a
programme called ‘We-CARE (Cardiac Awareness & Routine Examination for health)-Health' to
increase awareness about female health care, with special emphasis on heart related diseases.

Tk11.74cr rise in PDB revenue

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The revenue collection of the
Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB)
increased by Tk 11.74 crore in
March compared to that of the
corresponding period of the
last fiscal.

A PDB press release said in

March of this year the board
collected a total of Tk 413.97
crore in revenue.

The distribution loss of PDB
has declined to 15.30 percentin
March from 1.61 percent in the
same period of 2007, the press
statementsaid.

A total of Tk 3958 crore has
been collected in revenue dur-

3Q3-39R, IIEeM @B FTTF

ing nine months of the current
fiscal, according to PDB
sources. Of the total amount,
Tk 1869.77 crore has come
from its six distributing zones,
Tk 855 crore from Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA) and Tk 420.4 crore from
Dhaka Electric Supply
Company (DESCO).
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