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Odhikar wants
intimidation ot
intelligence
agencies to stop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Expressing concern about the
alleged interference of intelligence
agencies in the judicial process,
human rights watchdog Odhikar
vesterday demanded the govern-
ment puts a leash on the agencies
and stops their intimidations,
Odhikar also expressed doubts
about the holding of the parlia-
elections as per the
Commission (EC)

mentary
Election
roadmap
Odhikar is concerned about
serious accusations against intelli-
gence agencies' alleged interfer-
ence in judicial process,” says an
Odhikar report on the 16 months of
emergency rule
Referring to barrister Shahqe
Ahmed, senior lawyer of Awami
League chiel Sheikh Hasina, the
report said the lawyer complained
to the court on April 21 that
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

HC RULE

Govt, EC asked

to explain JS
seatdemarcation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

High Court (HC) yesterday
rule asking the govern-
ment the Election
Commission (EC) to explain why
the move to redo demarcation of
parliamentary constituencies
should not be declared illegal and
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Special team to probe
graft in edn sector

ACC okays charge sheet against Moudud
for amassing wealth illegally

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday said that it has
formed aspecial team to probe into
institutional corruption in various
levels of the education sector.
Besides, the ACC yesterday
approved a charge sheet against
detained former law minister
Moudud Ahmed for concealing
information about wealth worth
over Tk 4.50 crore and amassing
wealth worth over Tk 9.04 crore
beyond known sources of income.
[he charge sheet will be submit-
ted under sections 26 (2) and 27 (1)
of ACC act 2004, and section 15 of
Emergency Power Rules, 2007

The commission also approved
filing two FIRs (first information
report) against Dr Firoz Mahmud
Igbal, assignment officer of former
prime minister Khaleda Zia, on
charges of abuse of power with the
connivance of others and taking
bribe.

As part of the commission's
ongoing crusade against institu-
tional corruption, the ACC investi-
gators will look into alleged gralt
and illegal activities in education
ministry, education directorate
and educational institutions,

The four-member team,
headed by ACC Deputy Director
Syed Igbal Hossain, will investigate
corruption in the process of bring-

ing educational institutions under
MPO (monthly pay order), in
admission process, and different
financialirregularities.

The commission has already
sent a letter to the education secre-
tary asking it to extend cooperation
to the team, providing logistic
support and necessary documents
and files. It has also asked the min-
istry to assign an official to the ACC
team as a liaison officer during the
investgation.

Other members of the team are
ACC Assistant Director SM Manjur
Ahmed, ACC Deputy Assistant
Director Jahangir Alam and ACC
Assistant Inspector Ataul Kabir,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

4 drown in
launch capsize,
many missing

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

Four'people died and many went
missing as a passenger launch
capsized in Ghorautra river under
Nikli upazila of the district yester-
day.

When contacted, Assistant
Superintendent of Police (ASP) Md
Asaduzzaman said bodies of four
passengers were recovered soon
after the accident. He, however,
could not give identity of the four,
and the number of passengers in
the launch.

Search for the missing passen-
gers was going on as of filing of this
reportat 7:00pm yesterday.

Police and locals said the
Methmoin-bound launch from
Kuliarchar was caught in a
nor'wester at around 5:00pm and
sankintheriver.

According to UNB, the launch
with over 150 passengers on board

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Renu Begum pushes the rickshaw-van driven by her son in midday on the Second Bangladesh-China Friendship
Bridge on the Buriganga yesterday. They carry lunch for office staff and factory workers in Keraniganj.

BARGE MOUNT PLANT
Court to rule on May

18 if charges to be
framed against Hasina

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Special Court-1 will rule on
May 18 if graft charges would be
framed against detained Awami
League (AL) President Sheikh

the lawyer for speaking on the
points that the court had heard
more than once. He asked him to
come up with fresh pointsifhe had.

The defence contended that his
client Tawfiq had only carried out

POWER PIANT CASE

HC asks govt why
Hasina's trial
not illegal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
issued a rule asking the authorities
to explain within eight days why
continuation of trial proceedings
of the barge-mounted power plant
corruption case against former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina
should notbedeclared illegal.

After hearing a writ petition

comprising Justice Syed Mahmud | Hasina and seven others in the orders as a public official. He had | fled by Hasina, an HC bench
Sy T e B AR barge-mounted power plant case. not done anything beyond floating SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
inable within two weeks Meanwhile, Hasina, also a tender for setting up barge-
ef election commis former prime minister, yet again mounted power plant. .
ner (CEC) and two election | said she would participate in the Mahbubey Alam, Hasina's AnOther b]d to

nmissioners, secretary at the EC
ieldridl .llxi‘:

o the chief adviser were asked to

rincipal secretary |

national election and win it if it is
heldin afree and fairmanner.
She made the comment to her

lawyer, argued over delay in filing
the first information report. He
said neither the FIR nor the charge

reunite BNP
foils for Delwar

n the rule lawyers after Judge Mohammad sheetstated thereasons clearly.
[he HC order followed two writ Firoz Alam of the Special Court-1 The defence wrapped up their A 5P
" former BNP state yesterday fixed the date for ruling arguments at 4:00pm, and shortly Op po S1t1on
S d fannan and ABM on the charge framing hearing. afterwards, Kamrul Islam, another
ul Islam, a senior lawyer of the Earlier, the counsel for former counsel for the AL chief, asked the | STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Hearing on the two energy secretary Tawfig-e-Elahi court to fix the date for delivering _
ns was held simultaneously Chowdhury, an accused in thegraft  order today (Tuesday). Angered, | A scheduled meeting between the
iul Mannan's counsel case, completed submissions on the judge replied, “You . cannot | leaders of the two factions of BNP
ikker Mahbubuddin Ahmed the discharge petition, dictateacourt.” to reunite the party could not be
tted before the court that as As the court sat at 9:30am, Coming out of the court, the | held }'*?Stﬂfdﬂ':-" after'noon fulluwmg
constitution, demarcation Tawfiq's lawyer resumed argument  lawyers told journalists that they | Opposition from BNP chairperson-
oI x has to be done | ik that began on May 6 after counsels  are positive that Hasina would be appointed Secretary _General
re istis mad o ias for Hasina completed theirs. cleared as there is no evidence or Khanda'kr_:r DEI“'MH%SSM“-
[ L has redrawn Reckless driving and poor parking of buses often cause traffic jams at Gulistan in the capital. The photo was taken yesterday. Atone stage, the judge criticised SEE PAGE 15 COL 2 Party insiders said a top pro-
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Rice prices rise
on wholesale
markets

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

[he price of different vaneties of |
the wholesale

rice has nsen in
markets in the capital over the last

Skilled workers' job
abroad marks a dip

Lack of govt initiative blamed

|

two days since the government's |

rice procurement programime
began across the country.

Some wholesalers are saying that
the price hike is a result of farmer
holding back stock to avoid selling
at lower prices to the government
while the procurement contunues

The price of rice rose by Tk 20 to
[k 40 per maund (37.32kg) in the
wholesale market in the city, selling
now from Tk 1,100 to Tk 1,400 per
maund compared to prices
between Tk 1,070 to Tk 1,360 only
two days ago.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Nepal sets May
28 as date for
abolition of
monarchy

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's government announced
yesterday thatits new constutution-
drafting body would meet for the

first time on May 28 when it is due |

to formally abolish the monarchy
ind declare the country a republic.
The Maoists, who scored a
surprise victory in landmark elec-
tions last month, have vowed that
SEE PAGE 15 COL B

PoRIMOL PALMA

Lack of government initiatives to
impart quality training, introduce
certifying agencies and research of
overseas labour markets have led
to the decrease of the percentage ol
skilled and professional workers
going abroad.

In many cases, the recruiung
agencies also do not care about
giving a worker the job they are
trained in and often give non-
technical workers jobs requinng
technical skills, industry insiders

said.

Experts say Bangladesh could
have earned more foreign
exchanges than what it earns now
from expatriate workers if the
workers were properly trained.
Skilled workers usually get better
salaries and are less exposed to
exploitation, theyadded.

Only three to six percent of
workers who went abroad between
1998 and 2003 were under profes-
sional category. The percentage
dropped below one between 2004
and 2007, according to the statis-

tics of Bureau of Manpower
Employmentand Training (BMET).
However, 47 to 57 percent work-
ers who went abroad between 1998
and 2000 were of either skilled or
semi-skilled categories. The per-
centage dropped to 32 to 44
between 2001 and 2007, apart from

2005whenitreached 51 percent.
The percentage of unskilled
workers going abroad ranged
between 39 and 49 between 1998
and 2000. The percentage went
high ranging between 53 and 67
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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[ AWACHHARA

Chevron completes
seismic survey

UNB, Dhaka

Chevron, one of the world's major
energy companies, has completed
its 3D seismic survey 1n
Lawachhara forest of Moulvibazar
district amid various allegations.

According to Chevron officials,
the company will complete its
survey work in two other forests in
Moulvibazar gas field area within
this week,

The Chevron officials informed

percent.

There are three forests
Lawachhara, Chowtoli and
Kalachhara -- in close proximity to
the Moulvibazar gas field.

About 1400 holes were dug in
the three forests and 700 of them
are in the sensitive Lawachhara
forest.

Chevron officials said they have

successfully set off blasts in all the.

700 holes until Saturday last and
now the blasts are being carried out

CAMPUS RALLY
Charge sheet
given against
7 BCL men

CU CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday submitted a
charge sheet accusing seven lead-
ers and activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) Chittagong
University (CU) unit for violating
the Emergency Power Rules (EPR)
by bringing out a procession on the
campus onApril 30,

Contacted, Officer-in-Charge
(OC) of the Hathajari Police Station
Mohammad Alamgir confirmed
that they have submitted the

WARI-BATESHWAR
Prime Bankgives
Tk 20lakh

for excavation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Bank Limited yesterday
donated Tk 20 lakh to Oitihya
Onneswan to help the excavation
work at Wari-Bateshwar site iIn
Narsingdi.

Prof Sufi Mustafizur Rahman,
executive director of Oitihya
Onneswan, which is running the
Wari-Bateshwar Research Project,
accepted the cheque from the
bank's managing director,
Shahjahan Bhuiyan, at a press con-
ference atthe National Press Club.

“Since Prime Bank values the
need to uphold the country's tradi-
tion and culture, it has decided to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

TK 1CR MISAPPROPRIATION

Charges pressed
against ex-BRTC
boss Taimur

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday pressed charges
against detained former
Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) chairman
Taimur Alam Khondaker and three
others in a case filed for misappro-
priating Tk 1 crore.

The names of detained former
communications minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda and six

others were dropped from the
charge sheet as their involvernent
initwasnot found.

ACC Assistant Director Reva
Halder, also the investigation
officer (10) of the case, submitted
the charge sheet to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate’'s Court
showing 24 people as prosecution
witnesses.

The other accused are Moklesur
Rahman, member secretary of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Saifur faction leader was supposed
to visit the home of a pro-Khaleda
faction leader yesterday afternoon
to discuss the party's unification
issue. The pro-Khaleda leader asked
some of his colleagues to attend the
meeting but they refused following
instructions from Delwar.

BNP standing committee mem-
ber Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur
Rahman, known as a pro-Saifur
faction leader, told The Daily Star
last evening thatthe meeting might
not be held yesterday.

He, however, refused to give any
details saying that the task of unify-
ing the party is going on at different
stages.

Partyleaders said Delwarhad an
argument with Brig Gen (retd)
Hannan Shah, adviser to detained

SEE PAGE 14 COL S

CPB RALLY BLAST
Hujiman Sumon
denies his
involvement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detained Harkatul Jihad (Huji
leader Arif Hasan Sumon has
denied his involvement in the
bomb attack on a CBP rally on July
20,2001.

However, the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) 1s
convinced that the Huji leader was
involved in the blast that killed
seven people and injured several
others.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

‘Ban gladesh Navy

successfully
testfires long
range missile

UNB, Cig
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“_ rayer ,.j_.{,_,'l A i a team of journalists about the in the remaining arcas of Chowtoli q_::hu_rge shm-F to the court of chiel YR . ?__; Bangladesh Navy yesterday suc-
Mﬁy 13 | update of its survey work as they and Kalachharaforests, ]Ud‘ff"ﬂ]rﬁﬂglﬁ”ﬂ‘["- e _ cessfully test fired C-802 missile in
* | visited the forest area on Sunday. An official of the local forest The charge sheet was submit- the Bay of Bengal, following an
Azan | Jamaat The officials said they have department, who was present on ted against Ilh" sEVEIL/ a3 their upgrade to the miss:iie system with
Fajr 4-10 445 || completed about 60 percent of the the spot during the blast, told invnlw-n‘wm in the u_n:ld_t.-nt:.vure the assistance of a Chinese techni-

Zohr 12-45 1-15 total survey works and the restwill  reporters that they recorded witha | proved in the investigation,” the cal team, officials said.
Asr 5-00 5-15 be completed next month. machine the sounds ranging from | OCsaid. : “BNS Osman could attain-this
1]l e 7 e ep, were Y ove eplying to a question, he sal :same € Sle _ - " ) i : i i . 1 | S
Lo 9?00 3..30"'_‘ E1 't:lhnjltt}:::r:.f [Lfl.il:,Jfr_[[?'.I:"-::“IL“I?::[;,{:UIh‘i (th:vrlu:: lﬁm tmtl conducted any | to 60 BCL men identifying nine in | Leaders and workers 0'.‘ Awami League welcome hdlr)encel Khairuﬁ‘am?nhl‘.lm;;o thi p:ﬁyslﬂa].“iha:'l i il:lz‘llﬂlt e OfP:a: :: :';:-l’
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