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McGrath wants
Tendulkar

PT1, New Delhi

Missing his long time on-field rival
Sachin Tendulkar, retired
Australian fast bowler Glenn
McGrath hopes to bowl at the
master batsman when Delhi
Daredevils and Mumbai Indians
face off again in the Indian Premier
League (IPL).

"Hopefully, Sachin will be fit in
the next match. I wish him best of
luck.” the legendary pacer told PTL

ulking on the sidelines of a
fashion event in the capital last
night, McGrath said the Mumbai
team was dearly missing
Tendulkar,

“If Sachin comes to the Mumbai
side, it will add extra pressure on
the rival team as the little cham-
pion has the capability to win
matches on any given day, he said.

The Australian said the Delhi
Daredevils was a balanced side and
was one of the strong contenders
for the title.

"We have a good combination of
vouth and experience. Losing the
last match against Chennai felt bad
but we played some good cricket,”
said McGrath.

Delhi Daredevils captain
Virender Sehwag exuded conli-
dence that his side would lift the
[PLtitle.

"We have performed very well
till now and the boys are enjoying
the IPL format. We are sure that we
willwin the [PL," he said.

Bhajji 'unmasked'

PT1, Melbourne

Australian captain Ricky Ponting
on Saturday hit out at Harbhajan
Singh, saying that the Indian off-
spinner has been unmasked by his
attack on teammate S Sreesanth.

Ponting said people can now
make their own judgment on
Harbhajan after the slapping row
since involved his own teammate.

"The (slapping) incident was
him dealing with a guy that he has
probably played 20 Tests with,
Ponting, who had a brief stint with
Kolkata Knight Riders in the Indian
Premier League during which the
slap-gate took place, said.

"After this latest issue in India, I
think people should be making
their own judgments about
Harbhajan. He has again done
something wrong,” Ponting told
'‘Herald Sun’.

lf . B

.L" frid
!u.n ’ 'L“-*

" ol
P

PHOTO: STAR

Action from yesterday's Premier Volleyball League match between Bangladesh Rifles and Bangladesh Police at the

Volleyball Stadium.,
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SC to hear Malik

K¥ N Cricket

f\}:p, Lahore

i

Former Pakistan captain Salim
Malik Saturday said he hoped to
overturn his life ban for alleged
involvement in match-fixing after
the country's top court granted
him an appeal hearing.

Malik was banned by a match-
fixing inquiry in 2001 after three
top Australian players accused him
of offering bribes for them to
underperform.

But after Saturday's decision by
the Supreme Court the 44-year-old
told AFP: "Itisasortofawinforme.”

He said he was told he could
start proceedings on May 19.

"This means alot to me because
I have been fighting to clear my
name for eight years and once | get
this ban overturned I would like to
associate myself to cricket once
again.”

The May 2001 ban, imposed by
an inquiry headed by high court
judge Justice Malik Mohammad

Qayyum, also prevented him from
holding any office or involvement
in any cricket-related activity.

The ban was. imposed alter
Shane Warne, Tim May and Mark
Waugh claimed he offered them
bribes to underperform during
Australia's 1994 tour of Pakistan.

In 1995 Malik was cleared of the
allegations by a one-judge com-
mission on the grounds of lack of
evidence.

However the Qayyum commis-
sion, which conducted an exten-
sive inquiry that also included
recorded statements from the
Australian trio in Australia, decreed
there was enough evidence to ban
Malik for life.

Former fast bowler Ataur Rehman
was also banned for life on charges of
perjury during the inquiry, although
thatwas lifted in2003.

The Qayyum commission also
fined six other Pakistan players --
[nzamamul Haq, Wasim Akram,
Wagar Younis, Mushtaq Ahmed,
Saeced Anwar and Akram Raza.

Malik's name also featured in an
Indian match-fixing inquiry, which

led to life bans for former Indian
captain Mohammad Azharuddin
and: Ajay Sharma in 2000. Late
South African captain Hansie
Cronje, also banned for life on
match-fixing, also named Malik as
an offender in a separate probe in
South Africa.

Malik's appeal against the ban
was rejected by Lahore High court
in 2001. His appeal to the Supreme
court hasbeen pendingsince then.

In October 2006 India pardoned
Azharuddin -- amove that inspired
Malik, who said: "India has already
lifted the ban on Azharuddin and |
feel myban canalso be lifted.”

He added: "I can't play cricket at
my age now but there are hundreds
of things linked to cricket which I
can do and one is coaching,” said
Malik, whose efforts to start his
own coaching academy were
blocked by the Pakistan Cricket
Board in 2006.

Malik played 103 Tests and 263
one-day internationals for
Pakistan between 1981 to 1999. He
also led his country in 12 Tests and
34 one-dayinternationals.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Rifles confirmed their
absolute supremacy in Premier
Volleyball League as they clinched
their 11th consecutive title yester-
day.

They defeated Bangladesh
Police in the final in 3-1 sets (20-25,
25-15, 25-21, 25-16) at the
Volleyball Stadium.

Rifles have been picking up the
title ever since 1995-96 when the
league began. :

Bangladesh Police became
runners-up while Bangladesh
Power Development Board (PDB)
finished third.

Uttara Sporting Club has been
relegated to the First Division
League for not taking part in the
Premier League.

Rajesh of Water Development
Board received the award of the
most promising player of the meet,

DIVIICRICKET

Udity Club and Kalabagan Cricket
Academy moved a step closer to
safety after winning their respec-
tive matches in the Second
Division Relegation League yester-
day.

Farhad smashed 99 off just 70
balls to power Udity to their win-
ning target of 176 runs in only 23.5
overs In a 25-overs-a-side match
against Chandpur Cricket
Academy at the Dhaka University
ground. Chandpur's score of 175
was built around Fazlul's 40, earlier
inthe piece.

At the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium, the Kalabagan academy
thwarted a six-wicket haul from
Rayer Bazar's Asif to score 197 in
43.4 overs. Later, Rayer Bazar were
bowled out for 176 in 44.5 overs
with Miraz contributing 36.

The losses would put Chandpur
and Rayer Bazar in limbo as they
must win all their remaining
matches to stay afloat in the league.

DIVIIVOLLEYBALL
Nabajagarani Sangha emerged
champions in the Second Division
Volleyball League at the Volleyball
Stadium.

Prisons Directorate became
runners-up and Nagar Sama)
Kalyan Sangha finished third.

Amalesh of Nagar Samaj Kalyan
Sangha earned the award of most
promising playerin the league,

Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA) secretary gen-
eral Kutubuddin Ahmed distrib-
uted prizes among the teams as
chief guest.

@he Baily Star

Tremlett up the ante

ﬂ' Cricket

AFP, London

Seam bowler Chris Tremlett made
England selectors take note as he
underlined his credentials for an
international return as he shined
for England Lions against the New
Zealand Tourists on Friday.

The Hampshire bowler had
suffered a difficult time during the
winter with injuries and, despite
unpressing in three Tests against
India last summer, looked like he
had fallen out of favour within the
England camp.

But with Matthew Hoggard and
Steve Harmison having been
dropped during the recent series in
New Zealand, competition for
places has intensified ahead of next
week's first Test against the Kiwis,

And given an opportunity to
face the tourists for the England
Lions at the Rose Bowl this week,
Tremlett Jooked the most accom-
plished of the seamers attempting
to attract the selectors' attention.

He claimed two early wickets to
leave the Kiwis, playing their final
warm-up match before the start of
the npower Test series, struggling
on 47 for three in reply to the Lions'
first-innings 280,

Tremlett then returned with the

second new ball to dismiss all-
rounder Jacob Oram as New
Zealand reached 261 for nine
before the close of the second day.

Aaron Redmond looked to have
done enough to secure a Test debut
at Lord's next week with an
unbeaten 139.

While Tremlett flourished,
Yorkshire scamer Hoggard struggled
to make the same impact in front of
watching selector James Whitaker as
he secks to add to his67 caps.

However he did at least manage
to rescue a frustrating day with
three late wickets with the second
new ball,

Given the first new ball at the
start of the day, Hoggard was
outbowled by emerging Durham
seamer Graham Onlons, who
claimed a wicket with his second
ball when he earned an lbw verdict
against opener Jamie How.

Onlons’ early breakthrough was
followed up by Tremlett, who was
brought into the artack as a
replacement for Hoggard and
tempted Jamie Marshall into fend-
ing a short ball straight 1o Luke
Wright atshortleg,

Tremlett also induced Ross
Taylor, New Zealand's best bats-
man against England during the
winter, into edging behind for five.

While the other members of the
top order may be struggling for

runs before Lord's, Redmond
showed a determined application
to hit his fifth first-class century,

He batted all day to reach his

highest score and shared a 77-run
stand with Brendon McCullum
which threatened to put the tour-
ists firmly in control.

But with McCullum, who is lead -

ing the side in place of injured cap-
tain Danjel Vettori, in sight of his half-

century he was involved in a mix-up
over aquick single and was run out by
Michael Carberry s directhit.

Dejected after running out his

side's leading player, Redmond

made amends by reaching his own
half-century and then survived

being hit on the helmet by a hostile

short ball from Tremlett.
He showed great resilience to
recover from that shock to reach a

superb century, which included 17

boundaries, having been dropped
on 97 after giving a regulation catch
to Graeme Swann at second slip off
Onions.

He went on to surpass his previ-
ous best first-class score of 135 and
put New Zealand on course for a
first innings lead.

Hoggard had to wait until the
85th over for his first success when
Jeetan Patel edged 1o second slip.
He followed up by removing Tim
Southee and [ain O'Brien to leave
the tourists trailing by 19 runs.

Adil in no hurry

iﬁ] Cricket

REUTERS, Southampton

Adil Rashid is one of English
cricket's hottest prospects but
there is more pressure on him than
most because he has a rare quality
for his country-- he bowls leg-spin.

Rashid, 20, is playing for the
England Lions -- ateam made up of
Test match prospects -- against the
New Zealanders. The Yorkshire all-
rounder echoed the guarded senti-
ments of those around him by
downplaying an England call-up.

“It would be a dream come true
butIhave to perform formy county
first," Rashid told Reuters in an
interview. "If I look too far ahead
things can go wrong.

“I'm a down-to-earth character

picked 21-year-old rookie Chris
Schofield and lan Salisbury.

Rashid, Bradford-born with
Pakistani origin, could soon end
the wait, though his mentors want
to ensure he does not become ‘the
next Schofield'. The then
Lancashire player was released by
his county four years after his Test
debut.

"Everybody's dream is to play
for England and in the Ashes,”
Rashid said. "But Yorkshire want to
protect me and don't want to
expose me too early.

"You see cricketers aged 19 or 20
on their debut and sometimes they
don't do so well and can go down
very quickly. They are trying to
prevent thathappening to me."

Rashid, who considers himselfa
role model to young British Asians,
is surprised at the pace of his career

Rashid. "He helps me technically
more than anything It's exciting to
be working with the man who
coached the bestleg-spinner ever.”

Rashid approached Warne for
advice last year after Yorkshire
played his Hampshire team in the
county championship. It was their
first conversaton and Rashid will
never forgetit.

“We spoke for 20 minutes after
the game about leg-spin,” Rashid
said. "He told me how he tries to
react when things are not going so
well and how to work out a bats-
man. He was a really good guy.”

Rashid knows he has a long way
to go before he reaches Warne's
level but many observers see the
potential.

"Adil is a very talented young
player but needs more county
cricket before he will be ready for
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