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Biofuels backlash in US

s food costs hit home

AFP, Washingron

A biofuels backlash has erupted in
major ethanol producer the United
States, as lawmakers and experts
debate the merits ol converting
food to fuel to support America’s
age-old love affair with the auto-
mobile.

With gasoline at record prices at
US pumps, and soaring corn, nce
and wheat costs sparking a global
food crisis this year with deadly
riots in several nations, some have
questioned the wisdom of
President George W. Bush's call for
higher US biofuel mandates that
divert US crops, like corn, to fuel
production

"Why are we putting food in our

gas tanks instead of our stomachs?”
Richard Reinwald, owner ol
Reinwald's Bakery in Huntungton,
New York, asked members of
Congress at a hearing last week on
skyrocketing food costs

Biofuels are derived from food-
stuffs such as corn, soybeans and
sugarcane, and plants like switch
grass and their cellulosic waste,

louted just months ago as an
answer to spiking gas prices,
biofuels are enduring closer scru-
tiny by US lawmakers alarmed by
the high cost of food staples and
how they are sapping millions of
American households,

Members of Bysh's own
Republican party are turning on
him, including Senator Kay Bailey

Hutchison, who called on Congress
to undo "America's ethanol mis-
take.”

“In recent weéeks, the correla-
tion between government biofuel
mandates and rapidly rising food
prices has become undeniable,”
Hutchison said in a statement on
her website.

"At a ume when the US econ-
omy is lacing recession, Congress
needs 1o reform its food-to-fuel
policies and look at alternatives to
strengthen energy security.”

Hutchison is due to introduce
legislation to Congress that would
freeze biofuel mandates at current
levels

Biofuels are refined to produce
fuel similar to those made from

petroleum, but their growing use
has been cited along with poor
harvests due to drought, surging
demand in Asia as living standards
have risen, higher transport costs
and trade restrictions for the rapid
rise in food prices.

Joachim von Braun, head ol the
US-based International Food
Policy Research Institute, said a
moratorium on biofuels from food
grains in 2008 would lower corn
prices by 20 percent and wheat
prices by 10 percent in 2009 and
2010.

Renowned US economist Jeffrey
Sachs has also leveled heavy
biofuels criticism.

"What should be abandoned is

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Wrong response
aggravates Asia
food crisis

Says ADB report

AFP, Manila

Asia'sresponse to tightening global
grain supplies has aggravated food
price inflation and uncertainty,
according to an Aslan
Development Bank report released
here yesterday.

Export bans and price floors
imposed by grain exporters includ-
ing China, Pakistan, Vietnam and
India "have increased price volatl-
ity and uncertainty in the interna-
tional rice markets,” reducing
supplies

[hese have been “contributing
significantly to the surge in rce
price especially since the end of
2007," the Manila-based lender
said

Among the importers, "precau-
tionary demand for food stocks in
many countries is contributing to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Drug admin ineftective
for poor manpower, lack
of testing laboratories

MAHBUBA ZANNAT

T'he Drug Administration (DA), the
country's drug regulatory author-
ity, is failing to foster and oversee
the country's Tk 6,000-crore drug
industry due to inadequate
workforce, testing laboratories and
equipment

[he regulatory body is tasked
with monitoring and enforcing the
implementation of drug regula-
tions in the country as well as
regulating production, pricing,
sales, export, import of all sorts of
drugs in the country. The DA also
supervises the procurement ol raw
and packaging materials by drug

manufacrurers

Khulna Rabindra
Complex project
gathering dust
for 13 years

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

I'he project file for the constructon
of Rabindra Complex at
Dakkhindihi in the district has
been gathering dust for nearly 13
years

The project was decided on
November 14, 1995 after a two-
storey building of poet
Rabindranath Tagore's father-in-
law Beni Madhab Roy Chowdhury
in Dakkhindihi village of Phultola
upazila was recovered from land
grabberson September7

But no positive move has so far
been made to implement the pro-
ject to renovate the 114-year-old
building for the proposed Rabindra
Complex and a stage named
MrinaliniMancha.

Beni Madhab Roy Chowdhury
was born in Dakkhindihi willage,
19km from Khulna city.

The district administration that
played a vital role in recovering the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Although the DA is supposed to
have a 214-strong workforce, it 1s
administering the enormous task
with only 174 employees as the rest
of the positions remain unfilled for
along ume.

[he DA currently has only 37
drug supervisors to monitor drug
markets in 64 districts across the
country.

Since 1984, the DA's workload
has increased at least 20 times and
the industry grew much larger, said
sources at the DA adding that
despite this fact and the retirement
of 30 to 40 of its employees, no step
was taken to increase the size ol Its
workforce and no one
recruited in the last eight to ten

wads

years.

A DA official seeking anonymity
said, "In 2002, we placed a proposal
to the government for recruitment
of manpower and for turning the
administration into Directorate
General of Drug Administration to
have an effective control over the
drug sector. However, the govern-
ment is yet to take any decision
regarding this.”

After studying the proposal, the
health ministry approved it and a
few years ago forwarded it to the
establishment ministry where it is
still awaitingapproval, headded.

Aside from manpower, the
activities of the DA also get bogged

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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The 114-year-old two-storey building of Rabindranath Tagore's father-in-law at Dakkhindihi in Phultola upazila of

Khulnaremains uncared for.

DMCH employee
murdered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) employee was stabbed to
death and his body was found at
Kawran Bazar in the city early
yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Habibur Rahman Litton, 32, who,
according to DMCH sources, was
suspended from service last year on
medicine-lifting charges. He was
also accused in a number of cases
filed with different police stations.

Litton's wife Rowshan Jahan
Poly said one of his acquaintances

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Prayer Timing

May 10
s Azan | Jamaat
| Fajr 4-10 4-45
Zohr | 12-45 1-15
Asr 5-00 5-15
Maghrib 6-36 640
‘Esha 8-00 8-30
Source: Islamic Foundation

EDITOR: MAHFUZ ANAM -Published by the Editor from Transcraft Lid,, 229 lejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on

[Lebanon on the brink
of all-out civil war

Hezbollah overruns W Beirut,11 killed in fighting

AFP, Beirut

Hezbollah fighters, their guns
blazing, seized control of west
Beirut yesterday after three days of
street battles with pro-government
foes pushed Lebanon dangerously
close to all-outtivil war.

The sectarian fighting had
eased by early afternoon and the
army and police moved across
areas now in the hands of Iranian-
backed Shia opposition forces who
routed Sunni militants loyal to the
Western-backed government

“There are no clashes anymore
because no one is standing in the
way of the opposition forces,” a
security official said as convoys ol
gunmen firing celebratory shots
into the air and flashing the victory

sign took to the streets.

But as foreigners scrambled to
leave the troubled nation, it was
unclear what the immediate future
would hold, amid fears the pro-
tracted political feud could plunge
Lebanon back to the dark days of
the 1975-1990 civil war.

"All those who believe In
democracy and pluralism are
under siege in Beirut," said Social
Affairs Minister Nayla Moawad.

Terrified residents cowered
inside early Friday as the rattle of
gunfire and the thump of explod-
ing rocket-propelled grenades rang
out across mainly Muslim west
Beirut.

Sunni government loyalists
fought running battles with Shia
gunmen, routing them from their

strongholds and forcing the closure
of the media outlets run by the
family of parliamentary majority
leader Saad Hariri. .

At least 11 people have been
killed and dozens wounded in
three days of fighting that dramati-
cally escalated on Thursday after
Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah
said a government crackdown on
his powerful militant group was a
declaration of war.

Christian opposition leader
Michel Aoun, a Hezbollah ally,
hailed Friday's events in the
besieged capital as a "victory for
Lebanon.”

The unrest triggered urgent
international appeals for calm,
while Arab nations led by regional

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

hehalf of Mediaworld Ltd. 52 Motijheel CA., Dhaka-1000, Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 19 Karwan Baz

600 businesses
in Bogra use

corrosive acids
without licence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

More than 600 businesses in Bogra
are using nitric and other corrosive
acids without any licence, contrib
uting to rising acid violence in the
district,

A senlor police official saild due
to the availability of acid, acld
violence in Bogra is higher than in
otherdistricts.

At least five acid-throwing cases
have been filed in the last four
months. Two such cases were
registered in the fourth quarter of
last year, said the official preferring
anonymity.

The deputy commissioner said
the district administration will
soon take action againstillegal acid
trade and use through mobile
courts, He said the administration
has already asked the businesses

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Onion prices
up, ploy to
hike edible
oil prices

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prices of local and Indian onion
went up in the city's kitchen mar-
kets in the last two days while
retailers and edible oil refiners are
making a ploy to hike the edible oil
prices.

Meanwhile, the Open Markel
Sale (OMS) programme of the Food
Directorate ends today in five
metropolis and 36 districts across
the country.

Locally-produced onion was
sold yesterday at Tk 24-26 per kg
while IndianonionatTk 18-20.

[raders said the price of local
and Indian onion rose by Tk 6 and
['k3inthelast two weeks

Abdul Latif Mia, president ol
Karwan Bazar Arat Malik (whole
salers) Samity, told The Daily Stai
that farmers are expecting to sell

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Golden Jubilee
of Faujdarhat
Cadet College

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Former and current students of
Faujdarhat Cadet College yester-
day celebrated the institutions
golden jubilee on campus with
enthusiasm.

College Principal Sheikh Bazlur
Rashid and Old Faujians
Association (OFA) Chittagong
chapter President Saiful Islam
jointly inaugurated the ceremony
releasing balloons and pigeons in
the afternoon.

Current and former cadets
earlier brought out a colourful
procession oncampus.

The organisers arranged a
friendly basketball match between
the former and current cadets.
Prizes were also given to the win-
ners of essay writing and drawing
competitions held on the occasion
for the cadets.

OFA Chittagong Vice-president
Mahtab Uddin Hasan, General
Secretary Mezbah Uddin Ahmed
and Treasurer Sarwar Ahmed were
also present among others.

The institution was founded on

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Buddha statue
worth Tk 1cr

recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) recov-
ered a statue of Lord Buddha worth
around Tk 1 crore from Cox's Bazar
town on Thursday night.

The statue made of marble
weighs around 88 kilograms,
sources said.

Acting on a tip off, a team of
Rab-7 in the guise of buyers negoti-
ated with a group of smugglers over
cellphone in the afternoon to buy
the statue and fixed the price at Tk
1.20 lakh per kilogram, sources in
the Rab-7 headquarters said,

Rab men went to Hazi Jalar
Ahmed Mills area at Islampur
Dharmer Chhara in the town on
Thursday night to see the statue,
but the smugglers fled the scene
sensing the presence of the elite
force, they added.

Later, they (Rab men) raided the
area and found the statue abandoned.

Rab officials said the smugglers
might have brought the statue from
Myanmar .to smuggle through
Bangladesh

o Dhaka-1215. Tel 8124944, 8124955, 81

Criminals commit crimes
In guise of cops

Poor monitoring of sale of uniforms, other items

KAILASH SARKAR

Criminals continue to cheat people
using uniforms, caps, handcuffs
and other accessories used by law
enforcers due to lack of proper
mechanism for monitoring the sale
oftheseitems.

They often commit crimes
disguising themselves as law
enforcers in the capital and other
parts in the country

lerming the misuse of these
items by criminals ‘a marter of
concern’, Dhaka Meltropolitan
Police (DMP) Commissioner Naim
Ahmed told The Daily Star, “It's true

that there is no restrictions on the
sale of uniforms and other items
used by the law enforcement agen-
cles.”

“There are chances that police
uniforms and other items might be
misused, Now we are trying to find
asolutiontoit,” he said.

He also said these items are sold
at several markets from where the
law enforcers buy uniforms and
other necessary items.

A youth wearing police uniform
attempted to snatch the nfle of a
policeman in the city's Kafrul area
on April 18. But, locals caught him
foiling his attempt.

Fazlul Kabir, officer-in-charge
of Kafrul Police Station, told The
Daily Star that the youth bought the
police uniform from Polwel Market
in the capital,

Four other criminals in police
uniform were arrested in the city's
Paltan area while extorting money
from vendors last year.

Police Welfare Society runs the
Polwel Market, where around 35
shops sell these items. Besides,
these are sold in two small markets
in Kochukhet and Rajarbagh.

Uniforms and other items of
police, ansars, jail guards and
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Polytechnic students stage protest blocking Tongi Diversion Road at Tejgaon Satrasta point for hours last night
following death of a fellow student in a road accident.

UN halts aid to Myanmar
as junta seizes supplies

Myanmar 'not ready' to let in foreign aid workers

AFP, AP, Yangon

Myanmar said yesterday it was not
ready to let in foreign aid workers,
rejecting international pressure to
allow experts into the isolated
nation where disease and starva-
tion are stalking cyclone survivors.

The United Nations blasted
Myanmar's military junta yester-
day, calling its refusal to let in for-
eign aid workers "unprecedented”
as survivors of a devastaung
cyclone waited for food, shelter
and medicine.

A UN official says the World
Food Programme is suspending
cyclone aid to Myanmar because

its government seized supplies
flown into the country.

He says the WFP has no choice
but to suspend the shipments until
the matter is resolved.

WFP spokesman Paul Risley
said yesterday that all "the food aid
and equipment that we managed
to getin has been confiscated.” The
shipment included 38 tons of high-
energy biscuits.

Risley said itis not clear why the
material was seized.

The junta said in a statement
yesterday it was grateful to the
international community for its
assistance which has included 11
chartered planes loaded with aid

supplies but the best way to help
was just to send in material rather
than personnel.

One week after the devastanng
storm killed tens of thousands,
Myanmar's ruling generals --
deeply suspicious of the outside
world -- said the country needed
outside aid for those still alive, but
would deliver it themselves.

The foreign ministry announce-
ment came as a top UN ofhaal
warned time was running out to
move in disaster experts and sup-
plies to prevent diseases that could
claim even more victims.

Instead, the ministry said some

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Coming out tomorrow - Star Campus

Linking Young Minds Together

@he Baily Star

The Daily Star offers campus based weekly
magazine 'Star Campus' - the ultimate

~ magazine for the young generation - a
common platform for the college and
university students and academicians -to
share their ideas, thoughts, dreams, opinions

and views. A
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