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INT'L THALASSAEMIA DAY OBSERVED

1.5cr people carry gene of
thalassaemia in country

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

It was 35 years ago when Shanti's
parents got married and they were

percent chance that their children
will have thalassaemia major, 25
percent chance that their children
will be healthy and 50 percent
chance that their children will be

University said the primary screen-
ing system of thalassaemia has been
initiated at the Department of Child
Hematology and, Oncology at a
minimum costat BSMMU.
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A1L-ASIAN INTER-UNIVERSITY DEBATE INAUGURATED

CG keen to facilitate cultural
exchanges: CA

L]
UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
yesterday said the present govern-
ment is keen to facilitate cultural
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Career Opportunity

Assistant Director (Career Service)
No. of Position: 01(one)
Eligibility:

e MBA or Masters in English with at least two first
divisions/classes from well-recognized University.
Persons with third division/class need not apply

¢ Minimum 3 years experience inrelevant field
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saemia and one of them died.

Shanti is luckier than her brother
as she has been suffering from minor
thalassaemia which was diagnosed
attheageoftwoandahalfyears.

The poor parents did not know
that the disease could be prevented
if they had blood screening before
marriage to see whether both of
them were the carriers ornot.

The situation has now changed
and Shanti, a student of Fine Arts of
Dhaka University, cannot think of
getting married without being
confirmed that the man is not a
carrier of thalassaemia gene.

According to experts, when both
the husband and the wife carry the
gene of thalassaemia, there is 25

riage or before conceiving as every
year some 10000 children are born
with the disease in the country,
theyadded.

The experts were speaking at a
roundtable organised by
Bangladesh Thalassaemia Samily
at the National Press Club in the
capital to mark the International
halassaemia Day.

They said as the treatment of
thalassaemia, in which red blood cell
is destroyed due to structural prob-
lem of hemoglobin, is very expen-
sive, it is important to take caution-
ary measures as some 1.5 crore
people in the country are carrying
the gene ofthe disease at present.

Prof M A Mannan of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical

society people often show apathy to
have blood screening before mar-
riage to know whether or not he or
sheis acarrier of thalassaemia,

“Soitis important to make them
aware of the dreadfulness of the
disease,” she added.

Dr Syed Alauddin Ahmed, Prof
Dr Mohammad Abid Hossain
Molla of Dhaka Medical College
and Hospital (DMCH), and
National Prof Dr M R Khan also
took partin the discussion.

Lab One Thalassaemia
Foundation organised a discussion
at Dhaka Reporters Unity (DRU) and
launched a one-year Thalassaemia
Screening Programme and a
website: www.labonebd.com.

He made the observation while
inaugurating the 15th All-Asian
Inter-University Debate
Championship-2008, first ever in
South Asia, organised by North South
University at Sonargaon Hotel.

Around 400 debaters are partici-

pating in the competition from a .-

dozen Asian countries,

He said youths can contribute
significantly towards the prosper-
ity of a nation, and “we must collec-
tively tap their potential to achieve
our potentials as nations.”

Self-improvement of the youth
is essential to ensure national
development, he said.

Lauding the North South
University Debate Club for organ-
ising the All-Asian Inter-University
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Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed speaks at the inaugural function of the
15th All-Asian Inter-University Debate Championship-2008 at Sonargaon

Hotel in the city yesterday.

He said the topics such as
women's empowerment, human
rights, poverty alleviation, terror-
ism, rural development and envi-
ronmental issues appear to be well
chosen, timely and relevant.

spoke at the inaugural ceremony.
Collaborating with North South
University, throughout the tourna-
ment, are BRAC Bank Ltd, Prime
Bank Ltd, Southeast Bank Ltd,
Citibank NA, Eastern Bank Ltd,

E X debate championship, Fakhruddin He hoped that this event would NCC Bank Ltd, Nescafe, MOJO,
termed the eventa congregationof serve as an extended forum in Rahimafrooz, ACI Ltd, Berger
enlightened minds who, he said, Bangladesh for interaction and for Bangladesh Ltd, International

BUYER-SELLER MEET CUM EXHIBITION

on Indian footwear components & accessories
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30 Indian Exhibitors !
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Bangladesh China Friendship Conference Centre, Agargaon, Dhaka

10-11 May, 2008, Harmony Hall, 10 am to 6 pm
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A global healthcare leader, Novartis has «
one of the most exciting product

pipelines in the industry today. A

pipeline of innovative medicines and .,
off-patent branded generics brought to
life by diverse, talented, performance
driven people. All of which makes us the
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Think what's possible
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2-3 years working experience in software
development in a reputed software
development firm

Minimum 1 year experience in .Net

= Excellent analytical skills & conceptual
thinking ability
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will flourish as future leaders of
Asiain theirrespective fields.

“It will also help tapping the
potentials of Asia's brightest
youths,” headded.

He said the All-Asian Inter-Varsity
Debate Championship is one of the
most prestigious international
debating tournaments in Asia, and
the third largest in the world.

the exchange of views on vital
socio-economic and cultural
themes thatconfront Asia.

Fakhruddin said the govern-
ment encourages such endeavours
and pledges to offer wholehearted
support and assistance for such
Initiatives.

Vice-chancellor of North South
University Dr Hafiz G A Siddiqgi also

Organization for Migration (IOM),
Biman Bangladesh Airlines, Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, United
International University, St Joseph
Higher Secondary School and
College, Farzana Shakil Makeover
Salon Ltd, The Daily Star, Prothom
Alo, ATN Bangla, Radio Foorti,
Masthead PR and Computer
Source Ltd.

‘Release Hasina, Khaleda’

DU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL),
student wing of Awami League
(AL), and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), student wing of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), yesterday
reiterated their demands for the
release of Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia.

BCL leaders and activists took
out a procession from Madhu's
Canteen at Dhaka University that
paraded different streets on the
campus.

Later, they held a protest rally at
the foot of Aparejeyo Bangla, while
JCD activasts: took

out sanother ,

procession and held a rally at
Battala (in front of the arts build-
ing) at the same time to press home
theirdemands.

In two separate processions,
leaders and activists of both the
organisations chanted slogans
demanding release of their respec-
tive party chiefs.

At the rally, BCL leaders
demanded unconditional release
of Hasina and the front's detained
General Secretary Mahfujul Haider
Rotan, saying they would go for
tough action programmes if their
demands are not met soon.

BCL central unit President
Mahmud Hasan Ripon, acting

General Secretary Syed Abul
Kalam, DU unit President Sohel
Rana Tipu and General Secretary
Sazzad Saqib Badsha spoke at the
rally.

Meanwhile, JCD leaders
demanded immediate release of
Khaleda, Tarique Rahman, JCD
President Azizul Bari Helal and
other party leaders. The JCD would
go for tougher programmes if their
demands are not met immediately,
theysaid.

JCD central unit acting
President Sultan Salauddin Tuku,
General Secretary Shafiul
Babu and DU unit President Hasan
Mamunspoke atthe rally.

Bari |

-y

|§;'= - 1F -, l"
o Lo o (ST
- h

A bl |

® Having good liaison with private sector business

organisations

® Age: Maximum 35 years.

e Salary: Negotiable based on qualifications & experiences
Application forms are available at www.bracu.ac.bd
website, Please apply to HRD, by May 20, 2008. Only short
listed candidates will be called forinterview

TRADE
ORGANIZATION

IFAT = THE INTERNATIONAL
FAIR TRADE ASSOCIATION

World Fair Trade Day
10 May 2008

r

Norkshop

CIRDAP Auditorium, Dhaka at 9:30 a.m 10 May' 2008

(]
In collaboration with —2

Please contact for registration at the workshop

ECOTA-National Fair Trade Network of Bangladesh

6/4A, Sir Syed Ahmed Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
el : +88 02 8126593; e-mail

....

info(@ecotaftf.org; www.ecotaft! org
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A company that attracts “Best-in-Class” people
A company that encourages cutting edge technologies BlRea oo B , M
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most rewarding employer in our field.
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» A self driven & challenging attitude,
innovative, result oriented combined
with problem solving & leadership skills
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Analyst Programmer, IT

Sandoz Division & .
e Good communication skills both in

English & Bengali

You will have to identify and analyze

business requirements and processes to Interested individuals are requested to
design, develop and implement systems. 2pply by mail within 17** May 2008, with
Evaluate alternative solutions and 2 resume, a forwarding letter and one
recommends system design solutions. recent photograph (mentioning the
Facilitate work between business and IT  position on the envelope) addressed to:
groups to “transliate™ requirements and
enable creation of value added IT solutions.
Develop and test programs using the
defined software development environment
and prepare project related documentation
such as technical program design, user
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management.

Human Resources

Novartis (Bangladesh) Limited
House:50, Road:2/A
Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209.

1

Jdi%}“he OPEN EVENING and meet us on Saturday May 10, 2008 from 4:30 pm onwards at Hotel Washington, Gulshan-1
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manual, etc,

You must have: WE lnvrte :
e Graduation in Computer Science/ 1 ;h i N
Engineening from a reputed university * Novartis is an equal employment company. AsiBvel pa d stugent

Lracilal

British Accountancy Trafnung Company

Enrolment opens on : May 1 Of 2008 17th Floor, Planners Tower, 13/A Bipanan, Sonargaon Road, (Bangla Motor) 'Dhaka

Class Starts May 22,2008 Phone :02- 9660230, Mobile :01715-425669,01730-027972,01716-634776
" Email: batcbd@gmail.com
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canng and cunng

> DUNLOP

DRIVING TO THE FUTURE

The Largest Selling Automotive Tyres

71 RAHIMAFRO0Z

Exclusive Distributor of Dunlop Tyres

Dhaka: 9565238, 8822351, 8915165 Chittagong: 712313 Jessore: 68553 Bogra: 63946 Sylhet: 713603




