Pakistani

stockbroker
gets nod to

trade in Lanka

AFP, Colombo

Sri LankaWednesday approved
the first Pakistani brokerage
and only foreign securities
dealer to trade on the Colombo
Stock Exchange, the securities
watchdog said Wednesday.

SKM Lanka Holdings, a unit
of Pakistan's Arif Habib
Securities, was granted a
license to trade in equities and
debt, the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Sri
Lankasaid.

Foreign brokers had previ-
ously traded on the stock mar-
ket through joint ventures with
local firms, but the last pulled
out in early 2000. Several for-
eign banks deal in the second-
ary debt market.

Arif Habib Securities, a unit
of the Anf Habib Group, is
listed on the Karachi, Lahore
and Islamabad Stock
Exchanges. It also has opera-
tions in banking and fund man-
agement
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Rupali Chowdhury, managing director of Berger Paints (BD) Ltd, inaugurates a Berger Color Bank Outlet
at Shantidham in Khulna. The outlet, M/s Padma Hardware, is one of the four outlets that have been

‘opened in Khulan recently.
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AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka Tuesday allowed
foreign investors to buy into
treasury bills in a bid to deepen
the government securities
market, the central bank said.

Treasury bills carry maturi-
ties up to one year.

The bank said the move
would allow foreigners to buy
more than 340 million dollars'
worth of rupee-denominated
treasury bills this year.

Since November 2006, Sri
Lanka has allowed foreigners to
buy up to 10 percent of rupee-
denominated treasury bonds,
which carry maturities of one
year or maore.

Foreigners can now buy up
to 10 percent of the outstand-
ing treasury bill issue through
the primary market, the bank
said, adding that the move will
not affect the state's overall

borrowing limit announced in
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Sri Lanka opens
treasury bill market
to foreigners

this year's budget.

Analysts said the govern-
ment is turning to overseas
players as local debt inves-
tors were asking yields as
high as 18.5 percent on trea-
sury bills.

The central bank in March
announced plans to raise up to
300 million dollars through a
syndicated loan from Deutsche
Bank and Standard Chartered
Bank, to pay for a raft of infra-
structure projects.

Last October, the island
issued 500 million dollars
through a five-year sovereign
bond issue, with the assistance
of HSBC, JP Morgan and
Barclays.

Sri Lanka, battling ethnic
Tamil Tiger rebels since 1972, is
pouring in a record 1.5 billion
dollars into the war effort this
year, hoping for a quick end to
the conflict that has left tens of
thousands dead.
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Worst of
financial
crisis is

past: Paulson
AFP, Washington

The credit crisis that has
scorched international finan-
cial markets is on the wane but
more shocks are ahead, US
Secretary Treasury Henry
Paulson told the Wall Street
Journal in an interview pub-
lished Wednesday.

“The worst is likely to be
behind us,” Paulson told the
paper, in one of the most
optomistic comments by a top
US finance official since sub-
prime mortgage losses set a
domino effect in motion in mid
2007.

Paulson said it would take
"some months longer” for the
situation to stabilize and cau-
tioned there would likely be
further "bumps along the
road.”

But, he said, "there's no
doubt that things feel better
today, by a lot, than they did in
March.”

Dollar climbs:
in Asian trade

AFP, Tokyo

The dollar gained on the euro
and the yen in Asian trade on
Wednesday, supported by
hopes that the worst of the
recent credit crisis on Wall
Street is over, dealers said.

Traders were turning their
attention to interest rate deci-
sions in the eurozone and
Britain, looking for hints on the
outlook for monetary policy
amid worries about both eco-
nomic growth and stubborn
inflation.

The dollar edged up to
104.97 yen in Tokyo afternoon
trade from 104.75 in New York
late Tuesday.

The euro fell to 1.5483 dol-
lars from 1.5530 and to 162.52
yen from 162.68.
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HeidelbergCement Bangladesh Ltd, exchange documents after
signing an agreement in Dhaka recently. Under the agreement,
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to build ultra modem shopping cum commercial complex.
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Currency

Following is Wednesday's (May 07, 2008) forex trading statement by Standard

Chartered Bank

Major currency exchange rates Exchange rate of some currencies

PerUSD  BDTper
US dollar 69.25 68.25 Currency
Euro 108 84 104.24

Pound 137.85 132.70 P*"“'""'" 4072 168
Australiandollar 67,01 6330 'oxnupes 66.00 104
Japanese yen 068 065 Lankanrupee 10780 064

Swiss franc 67.00 gag7 T'haibaht iz 216
Swedish kroner 12.30 1080 Malaysian ringgit 316 .77
Canadandollar 7036 6720 USD forward rate against BOT
mi_mm 850 5:‘_: Buy Sell

UAE dirham 19.0 1843 ™ 6349 6948

Saudi riyal 18 61 1805 2M 6874 5983
Darwsh kyoner 15.16 1348 IM 69.03 70.19
Kuwait dinar 256.03 25050 6M 69.84 M2

Local Market FX Money Market

Local infer-bank FX markel was aclive on Money market was active on Wednesday. The
Wednesday Liqudity improved sighly and ~  call money market eased a little and mosl deals

the demand for dollr was steady The BODT
remaned amosl unchanged aganst the
USD.

ranged between 8.00 and 10.00 percent
compared lo 10.00-15.00 percen! on the

previous working day.
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Chittagong Port
| Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 07/05/2008
Berth  Name of LPot Local Daeof  Leaving Impont
No. vessels i cal agent avhd Owach
n o g C.Cink  Nant  MBL z5 05 oS
J4  BanglrMookh Sugwr  Kem BSC 55 - A
| 49 Kota Ratna Cont Sng PB4 65 i b
3 Pongdle Cont Sng MEBDL 65 5 an”
CCT1  EagleProgress  Cont PKei Evebest 45 (73 -
| CCTR2  Oel Freedom Cont P Kal PSSL &5 s -‘]‘
NCTH  Banga Bijoy Cont Cdl Baridhi 65 5 -
NCT/3  Banga Bonk icho - Baridhi  R/A - -
GSS Kl Urea(Bcc) Damm Litmond 294 73 -
TSP HappyVentwe Mag Ore Aust  Everstt 15 L =3
| Vessels due at outer anchorage ol
Name of vessels Date of LPoi Lol  Typeof  Loadng ; J‘
armval cal agenl  canp ports Pyl
Baeck Sa Bong s Kaki - Dprk Rice(G) -
Banga Borak 1/ PKedl Baidh  Conl Sing y
Kurmetsk s Dang Cosco Gl -
Uty (] PKeddl  Seacon Cont Sinq
Yong Yue-8 85 PKed OCSL  Conl Sng
Cape Bonavista 5 PKel  Bdship  Cont Sing
Markela 5 Col Seacon  Cont Col
Banga Borti &5 Cal Bardhi  Cont g
Reestborg s Sng MBOL Cont Pp
Weida 8 s Satl Cosco Gl -
Cheng Yun w5 XHa Cosco TSP -
Eagle Pioneer s Sng CT Cont Sng
Madina-Ke-Chand w5 Kaki Cla Rica(G) -
Xpress Manashy S Cdl Seacon Cont Cal
Elen S (7] Sing  Maxcon Cont Sn
Dongphang &5 Sng F GipkC) -
Santa Barbara &5 Ka# Unshp CCik -
Royal Damond 9% Murb Ltmond Raw Sugwr -~
Sinar Banten &5 Sing PL Cont Sng
Sezela 105 - MBOL  Cont Sng
Banga Biraj 95 Sng Bdshp Cont Seg
Martha Russ 105 Col MEBDL  Conl Col
Fareas! Giory 105 Sng MBOL  Urea K
Tanker due i
% Belwa Pol Cpa—
o5 indo  Ranbow CPO R
s Bewa Ranbow CPSTR IR
Smooth Sea-3 s Pada ESL CPO RO
Al Sabryah 125 Kuwa  MSTPL  HSDUetA-1-
Vessels af Kutubdia
Name of vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of 1
cal et amval .
Outside Port Limit
Athos C. Clink Sng  Saral 34
Wira Kenis - - IBSA RIA (35)
Vessels at outer anchorage
Vessels ready _
Xiang Jang Gl Inch Cosco &5 -
Skyros Gwl) Seg Py % iy
Banga Barta Cont PKel Baidi 75
Scianjn cPO PGuda MMSL 75
Inter Grace GStPa) Busa Prog 5
Mcc Sundarban Cont Sng MBOL 75
Vessels nol ready "
Titan-7 Cont ~ PML RIA
Precous Wheat Dab  MSA 5 &5
Karana Sembian Sugar(Bag) Mumb Everst 65
The above are the shipping posiion and performance of vessels of Chiltagong Port 2s per berfhing sheet
of CPA supplied by jij: Family, Dhaka. -
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