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Myanmar junta

FROM PAGE 16
towns in the hard-hit river delta in
Myanmar's south, still had not
received food orwater.

*Assistance hasn't reached them

t and they are dying,” said
Eﬂnwod. ad that most of the

41,000 people listed as mussing were
mmeglet%havepeﬁahedﬂung\ﬁﬂi
than 22,000 the government
saidhad been killed.

“And clearly there are millions of
homeless,” he said. "But how many

:

on the army,
mg:mﬂnlﬂmdhnslmgﬂy
back on the rest of the world ever

since, to allow in foreign disaster

;

But the regime spumed offers of
help after the 2004 Asian tsunami, and
international agencies said they had
no word ;fhen staff -- including

T S
cine indisaster zones -- would beletin
this ime.

The UN's disaster relief branch,
the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), said
the regime had named Deputy
Foreign Minister Maung Myint to
oversee visa applications but that
none had yetbeen granted.

"The appointment of someone at
mlmstenﬁ cabinet level on these
things, we hope, will start to move
things quickly,” OCHA spokesman
Richard Horseysaid.

Some relief supplies have been

tnddiniommesemnd
lane from Thailand in two days

Ended onWednesday, and aid groups
have been distibuting supplies they
alreadyhad in the country.

But Horsey said it was essential for
staff i in large-scale disas-
ters -- who know how to prevent food
from rotting at ports e awaiting
delivery, forexample -- togetinimme-
diarely.

e s

o ten sancuons

that g‘itim say have worsened the

situation for Myanmar's people, said

it had ships nearby loaded with sup-
es.

“Let the United States come to
help you,” US President George W
Bush said.

But the military is wary of the
outside world -- espeda]]{:;s United
States, which has taken a line on
the militaryregime.

Inste[glc.l): people were taking to the
streets themselves, assisted by
Buddhist monks as they chopped
awaywith knives and axes atuprooted
trees that have blocked roads, and
worked to move chunks of rooftops
tomoffbuildings.

"We were hoping the authorities
would come, but they haven't shown
up yet," said one woman in Yangon,

ing on condition of anonymity

_because she feared reprisal from the

L
Astate newspaper said the govern-
ment had tumed back a BBC reporter
who tried to enter without a journalist

visa, and the junta said that
all aid would have to "negoti-
ate” with the government to be

allowedin.

Italso said that despite the tragedy;,
it would go ahead in most parts of the
country with a constitutional referen-
dum set for this coming weekend.

The opposition of democ-
racy activist Aung San Kyi, who
has been detained by the junta for
most of the past two decades, called
that decision unacceptable.

Report from Geneva add:
Myanmar's milit rulers have
approved a UN aid flight to take emer-

Rangs Bhaban

FROM PAGE 1
Gomostapur in Chapainawabganj

district.

He was an empl of Shield
Secunty Guard Company and died
trapped under the debris when
several floors of the building col-
lapsed during the building’s demoli-
tionon December8 lastyear.

Earlier, Rangs authority gave the
missin l'aﬁ.lsemm'ry guard's family Tk
two and four cattle in compen-
saton.
s~ 1he ent, who awarded
Tk one to each victim of the
building co however has not

id Shahidul's family any money so

as he remained missing since the
e~ 22 building was be
e 22-sto llding was bein
demolished under the supervision o
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology

(BUET).

supplies to the cyclone-hit
gnu?n'y i e UN's Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said yesterday:.

“The flight should leave Brindisi
(in Italy) 6' with 25 tonnes of aid
and some OCHA personnel on
board," spokeswoman Elisabeth Byrs
told AFP

“We hope that this spirit of open-
nesswillcontinue,"sheadded.

It is not yet known where the air-
craftwill touch down in Myanmar.

Aid being transported from the
UN's eme ot in Brindisi,
southern Italy, includes water purifi-
cation tablets, electricity generators,
tents, tarpaulins, foug covers and
mosquitonets, Byrs said.

Digoordingmﬂ’.h crowds of
survivors stormed the few shops that
opened in Myanmar's stricken
Imawaddy delta yesterday, the UN
said yesterday.

Corpses floated in salty flood
waters and witnesses said survivors
tried desperately to reach dry ground
on boats using blankets as The
UN said some 1 million people were
homeless in the Southeast Asian
country.

FBCCI
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Business leaders questioned whether

itis logical for the authorities to fixthe
price of any food item.

Members of the FBCCI said the
price hike of essentials could be
contained if the government acts on
theirsuggestions.

They said because of their mea-
sures prices would not nse further
before or during the month of
Ramadan.

BDR DG in his speech said stock-
ing and hoarding are not the same

ing. Hoarding is a crime, but it
should be handled carefully.

He noted that the present market
system is not effective, and thin
would not improve unless the supp
sideisstrengthened.

Annisul Hug said the countryat this
moment is ing a difficult time;
especially people from the lower- and
middle-income brackets are the worst
hitbythe unabated price hike.

He said that business people are
often misunderstood and labelled
profiteers. But if they stop operating,
the country’s economy will grind to a
halt

The newly elected FBCCI boss said
he hopes the price monitoring task
force would bridge the sap between
business communityand the peu‘ple.

He said result of the task force
would be visible within the next four
or five weeks.

The market price monitoring body
will meet once in every 15 days and
three major chambers--Chittagong,
Khulna and Jessore--will provide daily
information forits cell.

Kamaluddin Ahmed, an FBCCI

direeror heads ithe 28-mémber task |

force while Shafquat Haider, another
director, is the co-chairman. One each
from food, finance, and commerce
ministries, BDR, police and
Consumers’ Association of
Bangladesh arein the committee.

At the end of the programme, the
business leaders held a meeting with
BDR DG and high officials behind
closed doors.

Boucher arrives
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election due to be held by the end of
this year, sources said.

The government is considerin
the visit of Boucher as very cruaaf
since the US government will finalise
its strategy and policy towards
Bangladesh onthe basis of his report,
foreign ministry officials said.

US embassy officials said Richard
Boucher would visit Bangladesh
again to communicate with the
people about their problems and the
role the United States can play in
helpingthem.

He will express US support for a
free, fair, peaceful and ible par-
liamentary election as per the
roadmap as well enhancing and
encouraging cooperation against
terrorism and encouraging eco-
nomic growth.

Boucher heads the Bureau of
South and Central Asian Affairs,
which deals with US foreign policy
and US relations with the countries
of istan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
T:a'zii):istan. Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan.

This will be Boucher's second trip
to Bangladesh. Previously, he visited
Bangladesh in August, 2006.

Lalbagh Seven-murder
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verdict and demonstrated on the
court premises demanding capital
punishment for the n-DEC ward
commissioner Aziz, the prime
accused in the case.

The two condemned to death
are Abdus Salam alias Moti and
Zahid Hossain alias Natka Babu.

Meanwhile, Abdul Alim alias
Shaheen, Monir Patwary, Munna,
Kalu alias Kailla, Delwar Hossain
alias Aunda, Deel Mohammad alias
Moti, Mahatab Hossain,
Mozammel Hossain and Amir
Hossain were given 43 years’ each
injail

Commissioner Aziz was sen-
tenced to 13 years' imprisonment.

Of the convicts, Abdus Salam,
Zahid Hossain, Deel
Mohammmad, Monir, Mahatab
and Mozarmmel are on the run and
were tried in absentia.

Their punishment will be effec-
tive from the day of their arrest or
surrender, the judge said.

Swapan, Faruk, Abul Hossain,
Jabed, Selim, Sartar, Joynal and
Afsar Hossain were acquitted of the
charge, as their involvement was
not proved.

lier, the prosecution and the

defence completed their argu-

ments and the court recorded

~ Statements of 37 prosecution
~ witnesses.

According to the prosecutior, a

group of criminals led by the
defeated ward commissioner Aziz
attacked the victory procession of
his rival, the winning candidate
Humayun Kabir, at about 10:30am
onJanuary31, 1994.

They fired on the procession
killing seven and leaving several
others injured. The victims are
Delwar, Gazi, Nazrul, Anwar, Hafiz,
Azizand Shah Alam.

Humayun Kabir, elected ward
commissioner of ward no 59, filed a
murder case against Abdul Aziz
and 23 others with the Lalbagh
police the same day.

In the past 14 years, the case was
transferred to three courts for trial.
REACTION OF THE
COMPLAINANT
Complainant Humayun Kabir
expressed his dissatisfaction over
the verdict, saying that Abdul Aziz
was the prime accused in the case,
buthe was given 13 years' in jail.

He would appeal against the
judgement with the higher court,
Kabiradded.

Talking to The Daily Star, Babul,
brother of victim Hafiz, Mojibur,
brother of slain Nazrul, and Igbal
and Sumon, brother and son of
victim Delwar, expressed disap-
pointment over the verdict.

They were present at the court
yesterday.

Sector commanders

FROM PAGE 16
Air-Vice Marshall (retd) A K
Khandhkar said that militancy,
corruption and unrest in the coun-
try would prevail as long as the state
fails to punishsuch criminals.

The sector commanders called

on the young generation (o con-

tinue their campaign against war
criminals in every village and town
of the country.

L. Gen (Retd) M Harun-ur Rashid
Bir Pratik, Maj Gen (Retd) Zamil D
Ahsan Bir Pratik, Maj Gen (Retd) M
Masudur Rahman Bir Pratik, free-
dom fighter M Hamid, commander
of Muktijoddha Sangstha of
Kurigram Aminul Islam, commader
of Rangpur Muktijoddha stha
Monjurul Islam and commander of
Nilphamari Muktijoddha Sangstha
Joynal Abedeen also spoke during
the four-hour long meeting.

Says Zillur
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Foundation organised the

rogramme at Dhaka Sheraton
Elutel chaired by Sayeed Khokon,
Hanif'sonlyson.

Addressing the pro e as
chief guest, Zillur paid rich tribute
to Hanif, also a former president of
Dhaka city unit AL, and prayed for
the salvationofhisdepartedsoul.

AL Presidium Member Amir
Hossain Amu said that Sheikh
Hasina could survive the grenade
attack due to Hanif's sacrifice. The
former mayor had a lot of contribu-
tions in bringing the party to power
in 1996 aswell, he added.

Another Presidium Member
Suranjit Sengupta asked thet;%uvem-
ment to announce the specific date
for parliamentary election through
concluding the official dialogue with
the political parties by this month.

jit also demanded that the
government allow resuming the
political activities across the country.

Presidini over the programme,
Sayeed Khokon, one of the organis-
ing secretaries of city unit AL,
demanded that the government
form 'Metropolitan Government' for
Dhaka before the next mayor elec-
tion to ensure facilities to the city-
dwellers.

Demanding release of Sheikh
Hasina, he also asked the govern-
ment to restore all fundamental
rightsofthe people.

Acting AL General Secretary Syed
Ahsraful Islam, Organising Secretary
Sultan Mohammad Mansur Ahmed,
Dhaka city unit acting President MA
Aziz and Mostak Hossain also spoke
atthe programme.

Armed forces
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Ambassador to Bangladesh U Nyan
Lynn, Quarter Master General of
Bangladesh Army Lt Gen Jahangir-

tary officials were also present.

The delegation will hand over
relief items to the Myanmar
authorities on behalf of the
Bangladesh government as a ges-
ture of friendship and sympathy for
the neighbouring country.

The relief items include potato,
medicine, oral saline, and water-
purification tablets.

(Gas reserve
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The FBCCI leaders criticised the

recent remarks made by chief
adviser's Special Assistant for the
Ministry of Power, Energy and
Mineral Resources Dr M Tamim that
no new gas connections would be
given in Chittagong in view of the
shortage of fuel.

“We always hear that we have
huge gas reserves, but what hap-
pened recently is that the country is
experiencing gas shortage,” the
FBCCI president said, referring to M
Tamim sstatement.

Annisul Huq urged the govern-
ment to form a committee only to
confirm the gas reserves in the coun-

“When there is a great possibility
of foreign direct investment, this
kind of announcement is not very
pleasurable,” hesaid. '

- However, the commerce adviser
assured him of forming a committee
SOO0N.

“We will find out the alternatives.
If necessary, LP gas will be imported
to give new gas connections in
Chittagong,” he told the business
leaﬁm regardin

cts ing the gas crisis
would be found out as "g-.-}'f: now
believe in the culture of crisis resolu-
tion,” theadviseradded.

Lett parties
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legal notice on the EC, giving it seven
days for inviting them to the dia-
logue, otherwise they would file the
writ petition.

¢ Morcha includes Bangladesh
IS:mnajt&nu'ﬂi{ke Dal (BSD), Jatiya Gono

ront, Workers Party, Biplabi Oi

Front, Gonotantrik Marj)dur l.kya
Samajtantrik Dal, Sramajibi Mukti
Andolon, Gonosanghati Andolon,
Bangladesh Samyabadi Dal,
Communist Party of Bangladesh,
and Bangladesh Samajtantrik
Andolon.

"We sent a letter to the Election
Commission for holding the dia-
logue with us but it did not take any

tiative,” said Morcha Coordinator
Junayed Saki at a press conference at
the BSD office on Topkhana Road
yesterday. “The Election
Commission wants to make a
reformm proposal discussing with
very few political parties, wijch is
an undemocratic step. We strongly
oppose this decision,” he said.

He said they will file the writ
petition against the EC after seven
days if the commission does not
take any initiative within this time
for inviting the Morcha to the
electoralreform dialogue.

Morcha central leaders
Khalequzzaman, Tipu Biswas,
Saiful Haq, Advocate Abdus Salam,
Moshrefa Mishu, Hamidul Hag,
Badrul Alam and Shamim Imam,
among others, were present at the

press conference.

Alam Choudbwy.and senieg mui- || (&
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Niko case

FROM PAGE 1 :
case's first information report

(FIR).

ACC Deputy Director Sabbir
Hasan, who is also the investigat-
ing officer of the case, submitted
the charge sheet to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court,
Dhaka showing 51 persons as
prosecution witnesses,

Of the accused, Hasina,
Rafiqul and Towfiq are now in jail
custody while the rest have been
shown absconding in the charge
sheet.

The investigating officer
prayed for issuance of warrants of
arrest against the fugitives and
order for attaching their proper-
ties.

The charge sheet was.submit-
ted under section 409 (criminal
breach of trust by public servant)
and 109 (abetment) of the Penal
Code and section 5(2) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
1947.

Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Golam Rabbani yes-
terday ordered for sending the
case file to the Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court, Dhaka for
takingitinto cognisance for trial.

Earlier on April 30, the ACC
approved the charge sheet in the
case against Hasina and eight
others after their involvement in
corruption was primarily proved.

On December 9 last year, the
ACC filed the case with Tejgaon

WS

g

Police Station against Hasina and
six others. The names of Moshiur
and Anwarul were later included
in the charge sheet as their
involvement with graft was
proved.

According to the charge sheet,
the accused in collaboration with
each other awarded gas extrac-
tion work at Chhatak, Kamta and
Feni gas fields to Niko by cheating
to gain personal financial benefit.

The charge sheet also men-
tions that the work was given to
Niko in an illegal way without
floating tenders, allowing it to
extract 1,794 billion cubic feet
(bef) gas from a reservation of
2,834 bef, which caused the coun-
try a loss of Tk 13,630.50 crore
considering the then price of
each million-cubic-feet gas at Tk
75.9783.

The ACC also alleges that the
accused cheated and abused
power by showing the east part of
Chhatak gas field--explored by
Bangladesh but yet to be
extracted--as marginal and aban-
doned.

Hasina was arrested from her
Dhanmondi residence on July 16
last year.

Earlier, she had been shown
arrested on June 13 in the case
filed by Azam ] Chowdhury and in
two extortion cases filed by Nur
Ali and another businessman
with Tejgaon police in March.

Foreign policy

FROM PAGE 16

Rashid, while delivering the keynote
on "What is Foreign Policy? How it s
formulated' in the first session, said
the goal of foreign policy should be
economic development and pov-
erty alleviation.

Climate change, whichis likely to
affect 33 million people in the
coastal belt of the country, should
be taken seriously, he said adding,
issues like food security, water
resources, personal security, and
development should be the pillars
of modern foreign policy.

As the World Trade Organisation
affects lives of the country's people,
he suggested the government to
restructure the foreign office to
boost foreign trade and to attract
investments, while creating oppor-
tunities for overseas employment
fﬂ.“‘_ﬁ?ﬁﬂl.f@ﬁi'?ﬁt}iﬁi in i]ndustriali{sed
COUNTHARES R SR e "

Suggesting taking advantage of
the country's geographical location,
he emphasised on regional cooper-
ation among South and South East
Asian countries for greater eco-
nomicdevelopment.

While talking on 'Implementa-
tion of Foreign Policy -- Obstacles’
during the second session, Rashed
Ahmed said a lack of consensus
among political parties, especially
between the two major parties, on
foreign issues, has been a major
setback hindering development in
foreignrelations.

Citing a recent botched negotia-
tion with Tata, he said a fear factor
haunts Bangladesh in trade negoti-
ations on investment issues. He
suggested public debates on such
issues before letting the counter-
parts know the country's position.

"Bangladesh is losing in many
trade aspects just because of not
taking up theissuesonthetable."

Talking on the importance of
concentrating on economic diplo-
macy, the former ambassador said
trade issues are likely to be margin-
alised if diplomats have to consider
too much of political and protocol
ISsues,

He proposed merging the
External Relations Division with the
foreign ministry and a stronger link
with the Board of Investment, and
recommended having strong cul-
tural and external publicity wings at
foreign missions for building 'a true
and better image of the country
abroad'.

Former ambassador Farooq
Sobhan spoke on 'Bangladesh
Foreign Policy --- The Way Forward'
during the third session, strongly
criticising the role of the ministries
linked with the foreign ministry in
foiling a move to reorganise the
latter afewyears ago.

Line ministries go ahead with
their programmes and sign deals
without informing each other or the
foreign ministry, a practice not
found in any other country of the
world, hesaid.

Pointing outan absence ofa truly
professional diplomatic service, he
said the best are not picked for
foreign services.

Citing examples of developed
and neighbouring countries,
Farooq Sobhan said training is
necessary at all levels of the service
and notjustatthe entrylevel.

He also stressed the need for
learning foreign languages, subject
wise specialisation, and 'fast-
tracking'.

Saying that Bangladesh's foreign
policy is the weakest in terms of
authority and influence, he asked
for steps to strengthen it. He also
emphasised the need for diplomats'
salary hike.

Stressing the importance of
integration with regional coopera-
tion initiatives, he suggested
addressing the relation with India
‘as the country cannot afford the
luxurytoignoreit’,

Noting that creating jobs 15 years
from now will be much harder, he

said the foreign ministry should
play a significant role in securing
overseas jobs for Bangladeshis.

Pointing out that the foreign 1

ministry gets very little help from
sources outside the government,
Serajul Islam said, "Within the
government, the foreign ministry is
in a situation where other ministries
handle issues of foreign affairs with
little coordination among them-
selves. It'slike the hydra!"

Stressing the need for open and
transparent discussions on foreign
policy issues at different levels,
Muhammad Zamir strongly criti-
cised the lack of interest in perfor-
mance within the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, citing instances of
foreign office representatives’
absence at programmes where
Bangladesh's interest wasinvolved.

Anwar Hussajn_said foreign
policies should be ‘composed in
ways that the country may take
advantage of the opportunities
offered by globalisation.

QAMA Rahim stressed the need
for proper training of foreign service
officials for dealing with interna-
tional delegations.

Noting that discussions on
foreign policies is usually limited to
top offices, Nasim Firdaus urged for
changing the mindset, instilling a
sense of 'need to know’ in the for-
eign ministry.

"Revitalising the foreign office is
more important than reorganising
it," she noted.

Mohammed Mohsin said the
foreign office staff need to take
proper preparations before attend-
inganyinternational meeting.

"We've never had a head of the
government who had involvement
in formulating foreign policy,”
Mahmud Hasan said.

Talking on training, Shahed
Akhtar, principal of the Foreign
Service Academy, said the academy
i1s about bring in the directors of
different ministries for a special
training.

In his concluding remarks, The
Daily Star Editor Mahfuz Anam
urged the former ambassadors to
raise public consciousness about
the importance of the role of foreign
policy, adding that their expertise
will definitely benefit the country in
achievingits goals.

Jamil Majid summarised the
discussion after the sessions.

Serajul Islam moderated the first
session while Shamim Ahmed, a
former ambassador, and Shah
Hossain Imam, associate editor of
The Daily Star, moderated the sec-
ond and third sessions respectively.

Former ambassadors Masum
Ahmed Chowdhury, Masood Aziz,
ABM Abdus Salam, Aminul Islam,
Mohsin Ali Khan, Afsarul Qader,
Abdullah Al Hasan, Shafiullah, and
Abdur Rahim were also among the
discussants.

Businessman
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was on way to his office by a rick-
shaw ataround 9:30am. The armed
men fled the spot after shooting
him.,

Locals rushed Shimul to Apollo
Hospital in Bashundhara residen-
tial area where he succumbed to
hisinjuriesatnoon.

Moksedul Alam, the deceased's
elder brother, filed a murder case
with Khilkhet police accusing four
people; Mizan, Monir, Chanchal
and Mosharraf.

Police arrested Mizan when he
came to visit wounded Shimul at
the hospital.

Kamrul Ahsan, a close relative of
Shimul, told The Daily Star, “Both
Shimul and Mizan were business
partners and after five years of a
joint venture in manpower export,
Shimul opened a separate business
sixmonthsago.”

“Since then, Mizan had been
threatening Shimul over a business
related feud”, he said.

Arrest warrant
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othersin the case on Tuesday.

The anti-graft body said the t
accused were involved in receﬁglg
and giving the bribe to ensure that

Sanvir does not face of
Humayun Kabir Sabbir, a director o
Bashundhara Group.

NIKO CASE

The same judge after examining case
documents took the charges into
cognisance for trial and issued the
order against the five accused includ-
ing Kamal Uddin Siddique, who are
ontherun.

The four others are Former senior
assistant secretary of Energy and
Mineral Resources Department CM
YousufHossain, former senior general
manager of Bapex Meer Moynul
Haque, former secretary of Ba
Shafiur Rahman, and Vice-president
(South Asia) of Niko Resources
Bangladesh Ltd Kashem Sharif.

e other accused who are in jail
now, are former prernier Khaleda Zia,
former law minister Moudud Ahmed,
former state minister for energy AKM
Mosharraf Hossain, former actin
energy sec Khandaker Shahid
[slam, Managing Director of One
Group Giasuddin Al Mamun, and

Chairman and Mana}i;in Director of
International Travel Corporation
Selim Bhuiyan.

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) pressed charges against
KhaledaZiaand 10 othersonMay5for
abuse of power and corruption in
awarding a gas exploration and
extraction deal to Canadian company
Niko. -

ACC assistant director SM Sahidur
Rahman, also the investigation officer
(10) of the case, submitted the charge
sheet to the Dhaka Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court, showing 68 people as prosecu-
tion witnesses.

Polls date
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take time till October this year to
complete the rest 20 percent voter
registration.

The EC told the court 80 percent
voters have already been registered
and the target date for completion
of the taskis by October this year.

The petitioner argued that it is
not acceptable that it would take
till October to complete the
remaining job.

Following the writ filed by
Sobhan on January 27, a High
Court bench of Justice Shah Abu
Nayeem Mominur Rahman and
Justice Shahidul Islam issued the
rule on EC to explain why it should
not be directed to hold the general
elections within 90 days of issuing
therule.

The HC also asked the commis-
sion to explain why its failure to
hold the elections within 90 days of
dissolution of the last parliament
in ;Ogtaber ¢2006-showld . not.be
declaredunlawful.” - -

On April 30, the hearing of the
rule started and an HC bench of
Justice MA Rashid and Justice
Ashfaqul Islam and the court asked
the EC to inform the court through
an affidavit when it will have the
voter list ready and when it will
hold the next parliamentary elec-
tions.

The EC informed the court
about it on Tuesday and the matter
was fixed yesterday for further
hearing.

Dr Shahdeen Malik submitted
as the EC's counsel, while
Additional Attorney General
Salauddin Ahmad moved for the
government.

Barrister Sobhan on January 27
filed the writ saying the commis-
sion had no authority to delay the
general elections past the stipu-
lated 90 days of dissolution of the
last parliament.

The EC, the secretary of the EC
Secretariat, the chief adviser and
the law ministry represented by the
law secretary have been made
respondentsto the rule.

The counsels for all parties of
the case yesterday concluded their
arguments over the issue.

Pro-Khaleda BNP
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programmes for the release of our
detained leader at the meeting.
Programmes will be announced in a
day or two," said Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, BNP secretary general,

appointed by Chairperson Khaleda
Zia.

Delwar made the comment while
speaking with reporters following the
meeting athisNam flatinthe capital

Reiterating his earlier stance, he
said the BNP would not take part in
polls without the two top leaders --
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia. The
citizens of the munlg will not accept
any stage-managed elections without
the two leaders and the party would
notallow such elections either, he said
Inresponsetoaquery.

The leaders during the meeting
also planned out p es to be
observed on the day of death anniver-
sary of late president Ziaur Rahman,
thefounderofthe party.

Commenting on whether the
armed forces should participate in the
proposed formal dialogues between
the government and political parties,
Delwar said, the responsibilities of the
armed forces are clearly stated in their
service rules.

“The government can include
them [the armed forces] if it is unable
to hold the dialogues byitself, butthen
the other forces such as police and
BDRshould also beincluded init."

Regarding the members of the civil
society participanng in the dialogues,
the BNP leader said “...they |[civil
society and NGOs| have no link with
the people.”

Among others, BNP chairperson's
adviser ASM Hannan Shah, Joint
Secretanes General Selima Rahman
and shwar Chandra Roy, Acting
Office retary Rizvi Ahmed, Jubo
Dal Acting General Secretary Abdus
Salam, former lawmakers

Shamsuzzaman Dudu, Selim Reza
Habib, Khairul Kabir Khokon and
Nazimuddin Alam, Chatra Dal
General Secretary Shafiul Bari Babu
and Zia Parishad President Kabir
Murad were presentatthe meeting.
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FROM PAGE 1 ‘
over with 16 months back, he said,
“Yes, that looks to be true. You see
popularity goes up and down.”

Choudhury spoke on awide range
of subjects, encompassing the fate of
general election, notion about milita-
risation, anti-graft trial, terrorism,
climate change and bilateral trade
and investment,

Asked whether he foresees silky
road ahead of the elections,
Choudhury, who closely watched
twists and turns of political events in
his four- tenure, sald road ahead
of the elections seems less bumpy
than six months ago and he is
extremely hopeful about the election
by next December.

“Road is definitely there--itis clear
and the signpost is there. Hopefully,
there is no major hole in the road
ahead and people are now looking at
the elections,” Choudhurysaid.

About a greater role of the army in
governance, Choudhury said, “One
should always guard against
approaching militarisation.”

He, however, said the army is
playing a strong supportive role in
doing some good projects like voter

istration and helping people in
floods and cyclones, for examples.
“So, something is welcome while
other things people need to discuss--
whatisgood and whatis worrying.”

Choudhury said, "Our position is
very clear. Our national policy is to
support the best election that
Bangladesh can achieve for demo-
cratic government. Bangladesh
should have a strong democracy and
democracy would be the mode of our
relations.”

Asked whether the polls would get
international credence without
former ruling parties--BNP and
Awami League-in the fray, he said:
“Our main effort is to help
Bangeadash gettoalevel plaﬁing field
for free and fair elections having a
credible voterlist and having credible
scene so there is no serious doubt
about ri%'mg and no sign of money
and muscleman factors that was part
of the problem that led to a situation
in 2006 and 2007."

When pointed out that past three
elections were held without state of
emergency and the elections results
were by and large acceptable,
Choudhury said law and order and
voters' safety must be ensured as
elections must be physically safe and
away from anyintimidation.

“Our position is clear: the state of
emergency should be lifted abso-
lutelyinall practical steps.”

About Britain's positon if the

Saifur
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Singapore last night for medical
freatment.

The BNP standing committee
appointed Saifur as acting chair-

acting secretary general at a meet-
ing on October 29 last year.

Later, four committee members
-- Dr RA Gani, Chowdhury Tanvir
Ahmed Siddiqui, M Shamsul Islam
and Khandaker Mahbub Uddin --
went to a court and renounced
their decision by affidavit, saying it
was not a standing-committee
meeting and they actually attended
ateaparty at the invitation of Saifur
Rahman.

He said the party has flourished
under the leadership of Khaleda
Zia and hoped she would be
released through alegal process.

Terming Khaleda Zia as the best
reformist among south Asian
leaders, Saifur R an said pro-
reform leaders with a background
of left-leaning politics can split a
party, butcannot form one.

Criticising the reformist leaders
who were members of Khaleda
Zia's cabinet, he said the BNP-led
government could not implement
many progressive decisions due to
those partyleaders.

Many BNP leaders including
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan were
involved with political activities of
left-leaning parties before joining
BNP.

Replying to a query, he said the
dialogue between the government
and political parties might not be
fl'UJLKl] without participation of
two top leaders Khaleda Zia and
Sheikh Hasina as they are the most
popularleaders in the country.

Medvedev
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with the double-headed eagle sym
bol, ared-bound copy of the Russian
constitution, and the golden chain of
the presidential office.

Putin, who is to become a power-
ful prime minister from Thursday,
underlined his enduring influence
by giving his own speech at the
pomp-filled ceremony.

"It's extremely important for
everyone together to continue the
course that has already been taken
and has justified itself," said Putin,
who hasruled forthelasteight years.

The inauguration marked the
peak of Medvedev's abrupt rise from
obscurity as a Putin-era bureaucrat
to commander-in-chief of a vast
nuclea:. arsenal and leader of the
world's largest energy producer.

Medvz::rgev inherits a boomi
economy fuelled by massive oil an
gas rts, and a country at its most
confident since the 1991 collapse of
the Soviet Union.

However the mild-mannered
bureaucrat, who has never before
held elected office, will have to grap-
ple with politically explosive price
rises, ungn'dled corruption, and
turbulent relations with the West.
Just Tuesday, the government
approved big hikes in utility prices,
with gas going up by 29 percent and
electricity by 17 percent.

Medvedev, whose March 2 elec-
tion landslide was critised by inde-
pendent monitors as partly staged,
will also have to deal with Putin
looking over hisshoulder.

The outgoing president will
switch to prime minister -- parlia-
ment is to confirm his nomination
on Thursday -- and Putin has made
clear that the post will be a second

centre of power.

person and Hafiz Uddin Ahmed as

CG popularity

election results were manipulated,
Choudhury said the “rigged or
manipulated elections will not be
acceptable to us. Election has to be
free and fair”. He said Britain had
opposed the elections in 2007 on the

egatinnufripﬁ,ingand"umposiﬁun
hasnotchanged”,

Asked about Awami League and
BNP's demand for release of Sheikh
Hasina and Khaleda Zia, he said there
is judicial process that must have
transparency and integrity and due
process must be followed without
any discrimination.

Asked if he thinks due process is
being followed, he said, “We are
watching the process constantly and
we can have comment on that at the
end ofthe process.”

About Cherie Blair's concern aired
during her visit about Sheikh
Hasina's health and suggestion for
sending her abroad for treatment, he
said, “I am sure the government took
note ofit.”

About the government-political
party dialogue, the Bangladeshi-
origin British diplomat said the
diaﬂgueiswclmmeanditisupmthe
government and the parties to decide
what issues they would discuss and
reach consensus.

Obama
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result, US networks said the former

first lady had taken Indiana by a few
thousand votes for a victory margin of
51 percentto49 percent.

In North Carolina, Obama rom
home by 56 percentto42,and his
victory speech here to cast himself as
the Democrats’ heir apparent for the
November election against
Republican John McCain.

"This fall we intend to march
forward as one Democratic party
united by a common vision for this
coun use we all agree that at
this defining moment in our history, a
momentwhen we are facing two wars,
an economy in turmoil, a planet in
peril, a dream that feels like 1t's slip-

ing away for too many Americans,”
Eesajd.

The [llinois senator, bidding to be
the country’s first black president,
said he was now fewer than 200 dele-
gates away from securing the
Democraticnod to take on McCain.

Before flying out of Indiana to
Washington DC, as the networks were
still agonising over the rustbelt state,
Hillary proclaimed victory there and
said it was "full speed on to the White
House."

Obama acknowledged that Hillary
had appeared to have won Indiana,
but consolidated his upper hand in
their closely fought duel with his
convincing win in North Carolina and
attacks on "the politics of division and
distraction.”

"This election is about you -- the
American people -- and whether we
tvill Have a president and a party that_
can lead us toward a brighter future,”
he told pumped-up supporters in
Raleigh, North Carolina.

The two states were the biggest
nominating contests left in the
Democrats’ White House tussle after
months of back and forth that will
culminate in the final primaries on
June3.

Firearms looted
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some 1.5km west of Naldanga Police
Station following confession of
suspected outlaw Bachchu.

Earlier on Tuesday night, Natore
Detective Branch of police assisted
by a Special Branch police team from
Dhaka used the latest mobile track-
ing technology to catch Bachchu
alias Nishan from Kanpara of
Hoybatpur.

Bachchu's arrest and the recovery
of the firearms will help arrest others
involved in the attack on the police
patrol team on May 2, said a police
official.

Following his arrest, Bachchu
confessed to being involved with the
outlaw team that attacked the police
patrol team. He said after the attack
they went to the pond and dumped
the firearmsintoit

A huge team of policemen went to
the pond around 10:00am yesterday
and found leaflets of the outfit on the
bank of the pond. They pumped out
water from the pond with a shallow
engine and recovered the firearms in
theafternoon.

A group of outlaws of the Lal
Potaka faction of banned outfit
Purbo Banglar Communist Party
attacked the police patrol team on
May 2, killing one policeman and
injuring four others.

Outlaws have carmed outsome 12
attacks on police in the northemn
districts since independence, killing
at least 12 law enforcers and looting
28 firearms in just four attacks in the
last five and a halfyears.

This was the first incident of
recovery of firearms looted by out-
laws.

"We are happy but not satsfied
yet. Our operation will continue until
all the responsible persons are
arrested,” said Mokhlesur Rahman,
Rajshahi divisional deputy inspector
general of police o rushed to
Naldanga following the recovery.

"Eliminating outlaws will take
tme and we have already devoted on
this issue like curbing militancy,” he

ADB to provide
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“We will also double our lending to
Agricultural and Natural
Resources, including rural infra-
structure, to over 2.0 billion dollars
over the nextone year.”

In 2008, the ADB plans to lend
one billion dollars to the sector.

The countries that received the
aid would be announced later, he
added.

"A few countries requested and
showed some interest in gettng
such kind of immediate support,”
the Japanese national said.

“We are engaged in discussions.
In coming weeks we will be able to
agree on terms and conditions and
will be able to release the names of
the countries and the amounts of
assistance to each country.”




