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Chittagong Port moving forward

Environment

This is a letter about something
really simple that you can do to
help the environment greatly.

We should eat locally. What is
eating locally? It's eating food that
is grown in Bangladesh. This will
save the environment from pollu-
tion. The following are some rea-
sons why you should eat local
foods.

1. Foods will need less trans-
portation (air, land, and water) to
gettous.

2. By using less transportation,
we will be helping the environ-
ment, because it won't be polluted
by cars, planes and ships.

3. If we eat seasonal fruits and
vegetables, we can grow more
plants to grow more fruits and
vegetables to make a greener envi-
ronment. Mother Earth will be
healthier if we grow more plants

and trees. You'll be healthier too!

[ hope this letter will encourage
you all to do this one simple thing
to help make a greener environ-
ment for the future.

Aarambh Pradhan
Grade 5
American International School

Dhaka

London Mayor

[t was so nice to see the graceful exit
of Ken Livingston, the valedictory
handshake of two opponents and
the speech of Boris Johnson prais-
ing Ken for making the office of
London Mayor such an important
one for the land.

Why can't our politicians be like
that? Why this insatiable urge for
power and money?

Engineer ShafiAhmed
London, UK

Dhaka-Kolkata train

We got much enthusiastic as we heard about the introduction
of Dhaka-Kolkata Moitree train service. We thought that now it
would be easy, cheaper, and comfortable to go on a holiday trip
to India. But what [ have learned from some passengers who
have availed of the opportunity is rather disappointing. The
train service has a lot of problems, one being the transfer of
passengers through the immigration. A huge time is wasted in
completing formalities while entering and leaving India.

Would the authorities in the two countries please take effec-
tive measures to make the Dhaka-Kolkata train service hassle-

free, comfortable and enjoyable?
Professor M Zahidul Haque
Chairman

Department ofAgricultural Extension & Information System
Sher-e-BanglaAgricultural University
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Chittagong Port-- the gateway
to Bangladesh-- made history
last week when it received
heavy lifts weighing 127mt
each. The port until now never
allowed any heavy lift to be
discharged on its quay if it
weighed above 600lbs or 272
kgs per sft.

However, MV Wiebke -- a
vessel operated by SAL
Germany-- called at
Chittagong with five heavy lifts
for a power plant in
Bangladesh. The Chittagong
Port Authority on firstapplica-
tion refused to allow discharg-
ing the same at its quay for
carriage by trailers as the
quays do not have the load
bearing capacity for 127mt

units. ‘But after a number of
meetings and deliberations,
the agents for the vessel were
able to convince the port
authorities to find a solution.
Finally, the port engineers
came up with a novel idea of
putting steel plates on the
quay along the trailer's way,
so the combined weight of
cargo and trailer was spread
over the dimensions of the
steel plates instead of centring
on spaces of trailer wheels.
The idea worked perfectly and
not even a scratch mark was
caused by the exercise. The
only problem, however, was
the delay in discharging the
heavy lifts that was not caused
by the ship or the port but

..............................................................

because of lack of equipments
in Bangladesh. There is only
one trailer that can carry
127mt and the heavy lifts were
discharged off the trailer at the
power plant at Chittagong
Export Processing Zone manu-
ally in the absence of heavy
lifting cranes.

The vessel MV Wiebke
arrived on 19 April and sailed
from Chittagong on 22 April
2008 after successfully dis-
charging the cargo that at one
stage looked impossible, The
event proves that there 1s no
alternative to professionalism
and teamwork.

Khandaker RZaman

One-mail

Political dialogue

In BBC Bangla Songlap, one panel-
list very rightly said that the pre-
dialogue was a monolog. I think
there is every reason to believe that,
if you look at the media briefing by
the advisers and the reaction of the
political party to the same media.

The pre-dialogue was not trans-
parent , and not necessarily cov-
ered the total aspects of the pre-
dialogue. If you listen carefully,
then you will realise that the advis-
ers were giving priority to their own
agenda i.e. whether reforms initi-
ated by this government would be
continued by the elected govern-
ment. In real sense there was no
dialogue. A groundwork has been
done to submit a perceived gov-
ernment idea or agenda for the
actual dialogue to be held report-
edly during first half of May 2008;
even the government could not
give a definite time table and the
politicians or political parties
would then be blamed for any
failure of the uncertain dialogue.
We have observed a game plan
during thelast 16 months.

[ hope that the political parties
have also taken their secretarial
notes. [t would be a smart move on
their part to submit their'tfotes’ to
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the CA, so that a one sided picture
is not presented by the five advis-
ers. There is already a notion that it
was a monolog and not a dialogue.
Simultaneously, | would urge them
to publish their secretarial note
jointly through the media for
public consumption. This step
might bring transparency to the
whole system of pre-dialogue.
Areader

One-mail

Parkingatrestaurant

A quite posh restaurant on Gulshan
Avenue directs its customers to
park their cars at their own risk. Is
that a sensible direction? First of
all, the restaurant doesn't have any
parking space for anyone. Then, it
holds live music and musical soi-
rees forattracting more customers.
[sn'tthat funny?Youdon'thavea
space for 'one' car but you want
more customers?
Ekram Kabir
Dhaka

Reform?

It is really shameful to see once
again the picture of people being
hired to be shown as supporters.
What's the difference between this
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act and buying voters at the time of
any election?

We expected a little better from
this faction of the BNP but they
failed us.

Marghub Mawla
One-mail

NWDP and SBA's

comments

['m writing this letter to refute the
misleading views expressed by Mr.
Ahsan in this article, 'Bengali
women, equal rights and
obscuration' published in this
paper on April 23. Mr. Ahsan has
blamed the government for send-
ing the draft women development
policy to the ulema community for
comments, and at the same time
criticized the ulema without verify-
ing whether they have done their
job properly. Is it not desirable to
make it sure that nothing in the
policy is contradicting the provi-
sions in the religion? In a veiled
language, Mr. Ahsan has also held
the religious clerics responsible for
the backwardness of our women
folk. His utterance that "the ulema
committee echoed primitive senti-
ments' is simply outrageous.

The rights provided by Islam to
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the women are clearly recorded in
the Holy Quran and Hadith. No one
is allowed to tamper with the same.
Does Mr. Ahsan wantaWDP even if
it infringes on the basic tenets of
our religious beliefs?

Attracted by the rights and dig-
nity of women bestowed on
women by Islam, a large number of
women in Europe and North
America embrace this religion
every year, but our intellectuals are
unable to behold the benevolence
of Islam, because they have strayed
away from the religion and their
visions are blurred by the over-
whelming western civilization. It is
noticed that our elite do not miss
any opportunity to belittle and
ridicule anything that is connected
with. Islam. Our society runs
according to the whims of the elite,
not according to the wishes of the
Mullahs.

The women of our country are
progressing well, though slowly.
There is no need
sensitive about their rights when
more than ninety percent people of
the country are deprived of their
basic human rights. Development
of woman can be ensured without
a policy that violates the religious
provisionis on this subject. The

to be over-

intellectuals have the choice
whether to believe in and practise
religion or not, but they don't have
any right to hurt the feelings of the
believers by making derogatory
comments about others. The well-
being of the Muslims depends on
observance of their religion, not on
blind imitation of the western
ways.

Dr.Mamunur Rashid

Old DOHS, Banani

Dhaka

Memories of

Faujdarhat

I read Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed's
article on the 50th anniversary of
Faujdarhat (then East Pakistan)
Cadet College. You mentioned my
father, Mr. ON Bishop, one of the
first teachers and also a house-
master. We have many happy mem-
ories of our family’s time there
from early 1959 to 1960, when my
brothers and I were children. My
father (now in his 80s) always say
how keen and enthusiastic the boys
were - model studentsin fact!
Extra-curricular activities such
as camping and field trips were
mentioned in the article. I remem-
ber our family going along just for
the day to accompany the staff and
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boys on a couple of these trips. My
father is a keen botanist, and used
to get the boys to help him look for
interesting plant specimens in the
hills- once they found a cycad and
proudly brought back one of the
giant cycad cones. He was also an
amateur filmmaker at the time,
and still has some old cine films of
the Cadet College. A lot of dignitar-
ies visited the College in its early
days, and I remember the boys
would often line the driveways and
form a guard of honour for their
arrival and departure. Sometimes
we younger staff children would try
and emulate them, and also jump
up and down waving home-made
flags' We made many good friends
amongst the staff at the time, and
Mrs [slam in particular used to give
lovely picnic parties for the staff
children.

[t is good to return to
Bangladesh and hear that
Faujdarhat Cadet College 1s so
highly regarded after all this ume,
and that it has produced so many
distinguished alumni.

Deirdre Murray
Gulshan2
Dhaka
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Barapukuria Coal Mining Company Limited

(A Company of Petrobangla)

Invitation for Tenders
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5. (¥R T2 ¢ AT 3¢/02/300bGs, 33.90 WO | 4 Invitation of tenders | MPA/Secw/Fire/3/2008-135 date 9/4/08. 2. Accounts Division, Petrobangla, 3, Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka.
34, WI%A G (ABTRTE Z(SBUAR | (T AR SR, (ANSTH-50TH | Rel & date Receiving tender documents BCMCL Liaison Office, 75/C, Indira Road, Dhaka-1215.
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3. P — \ GO e TF; e sret e 9 Amount o tender | Tk 4,000/ (four thousand) only s 10 be Submitied with Group-02: Steel item (flat steel, round steel, high carbon round steel, sheet steel,
o T OPIE; 3T o¢ (*5) 2o wfserem mitfess | security tender in the shape of B}ankwﬁmwa f_;rder Ce i galvanised steel pipe, steel rope, steel pipe, copper sheet, copper bar, aluminium
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scheduled bank of Bangladesh in favour of MPA.
Group-03: Beanng, O ring

a) Office ol the Chief Security Officer, MPA, Mongla,

10 Name & address of

WA NG T2 s B Ifare B g wavr Afrs wrenfre the office(s) selling Bagerhat. Group-04: Hardware (brake lining, asbestos paper, packing set, felt flat head bolt,
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12 Name & address of

parallel/taper shank twist drill bit, nylon bar, adjustable wrench, box wrench, brush,
double end box wrench, inner haxagon wrench, jack, pipe wrench single wheel
pulley, galvanised outer thread pipe joint, union joint, etc).
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