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Asian stocks close mostly down

Asian stocks closed mostly
down Tuesday after crude oil
hit a new record of nearly 121
dollars per barrel partly on
easing fears of a deep US eco-
nomic downturn.

The bourses in Hong Kong,
Taiwan and South Korea ended
higher, although the gains were
generally modest. The
Japanese stock market, Asia’s
biggest, was closed for a holi-
day.

Mainland Chinese shares
fell 0.73 percent, while India
closed lower.

Meanwhile, the Indonesian
central bank hiked rates to 8.25
percent amid concerns about
inflation. The Jakarta marked
ended 0.7 percentlower.

Experts say inflation contin-
ues to be a problem in Asia
amid soaring food and fuel
COsts.

The price of crude oil added

Microsoft's decision to pull the
plug on its Yahoo takeover bid,
sent Wall Street lower on
Monday.

However, recent figures
have lent support to hopes that
the US economic outlook after
the global financial crisis is not
as bad as feared.

That in turn has boosted
investor sentiment -- but also
the oil price on expectations
energy demand will stay
robust.

Official data last week
showed the US labour market
had performed better than
expected in April. Analysts said
the figures signalled a mild
economic downturn rather
than a calamity.

The US economy, the
world's largest, is battling to
recover from a house price
downturn and default crisis
among subprime -- or riskier --
mortgages.

share prices closed up 0.3 per-
cent, dealers said. The Hang
Seng index closed up 78.18
points at 26,262.13. Turnover
was low at 69.74 billion Hong
Kong dollars (8.94 billion US).

SHANGHAI: Chinese share
prices closed 0.73 percent
lower, dealers said. The bench-
mark Shanghai Composite
Index, which covers A and B
shares, closed down 27.51
points at 3,733.50 on turnover
of 148.3 billion yuan (21.2 bil-
liondollars).

TAIPEIL Taiwan share prices
closed up 0.23 percent, dealers
said. Weighted index closed up
20.30 points at 8,857.37.
Turnover was 135.23 billion
Taiwan dollars (4.43 billion
uUs).

SEOUL: South Korean
shares closed 0.58 percent
higher, dealers said. The KOSPI
index gained 10.79 points to
1,859.06. Volume was 298.9
million shares worth 5.82 tril-

The crisis has inflicted huge
losses at a clutch of interna-
tional banks and led to a global
credit crunch, with the US
expected to drag world growth
lower.

HONG KONG: Hong Kong

lionwon (5.73 billion dollars).
SINGAPORE: Singapore
share prices closed little
changed, dealers said. The blue
chip Straits Times Index closed
0.71 points higher at 3,248.75.

to those worries, rising to a new
record Tuesday of almost 121
dollars, after crashing through
the 120-dollar-mark for the
first ime on Monday.

The rally in black gold, and

Volume was 1.77 billion dollars
(1.30billion US).

KUALA LUMPUR:
Malaysian share prices closed
little changed, dealers said. The
Kuala Lumpur Composite
Index (KLCI) closed up 1.48
pointsat 1,276.09.

BANGKOK: Thai share
prices closed 0.32 percent
higher, dealers said. The Stock
Exchange of Thailand (SET)
composite index gained 2.68
points to close at 845,83, while
the blue-chip SET 50 index
added 2.98 points t0 610.42.

JAKARTA: Indonesian shares
closed 0.7 percent lower, deal-
ers said. The Jakarta Composite
Indexclosed down 16.16 points
at2,371.83.

MANILA: Philippine share
prices closed 0.9 percent lower,
dealers said. The composite
index dropped 37.82 points to
2,727.70. The broader all-share
index lost 17.92 points to
1,706.02,

MUMBAI: Indian share
prices closed down 0.67 per-
cent, dealers said. benchmark
Mumbai 30-share Sensex index
fell 117.89 points to 17,373.01
points.
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. QATAR AIRWAYS
All cargo and passenger travel agent award winners pose for photographs with Qatar Airways Regional

Manager Rajeewa Jayaweera, Area Manager Ajmal Zahidi and Cargo Regional Manager Anil Bhagat at
the airline's annual travel agents awards giving ceremony in Dhaka recently.

Dollar slips

AFP, London

The dollar eased against major
currencies in thin trading
Tuesday ahead of interest rate
decisions this week in the
eurozone and Britain, dealers
said.

In early European trade, the
euro firmed to 1.5493 dollars
from 1.5492 in New York late on
Monday.

Elsewhere on Tuesday, the
dollar slid to 104.72 yen from
104.86.

Trading was subdued with
Japanese financial markets
closed for a public holiday, and
London participants returning
to work after a national holiday
in Britain on Monday.

by leading arrangers and bookrunners of Asia Pacific region.

PRIME BANK LTD

Touhidul Alam Khan, senior vice president of Prime Bank Limited, is
seen with Janet E Field, managing director of Asia Pacific Loan
Market Association, at the 4th Annual Syndicated Loans Asia
Pacific Conference in Hong Kong recently. Euromoney Seminars in
association with Euroweek Asia arranged the conference attended

ship manger (Asia and Far East) of Al Rajhi Bank, are also seen.

PUBALI BANK

Helal Ahmed Chowdhury, managing director of Pubali Bank Limited
(PBL), calls on Abdullah Sulaiman Al Rajhi, the CEO of Al Rajhi Bank, in
Saudi Arabia recently. Syed Mohammad Masum, general manager of
PBL, and Anand Anchan, general manager, and KM Ibrahim, relation-

were also present.

CITYCELL
Safiqur Rahman Chowdhury, chairman of Khawja Group, and

Michael Seymour, chief executive officer of Citycell, exchange
documents after signing an agreement in Dhaka recently. Under the
deal, Khawja Group will enjoy Citycell's COMA2000 1X based high-
speed wireless internet facility. Other officials from both the sides

Chittagong Port
Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 06/0572008
Berth Nama of Cargo L. Port Local Date of Leaving Import
No. vessels call agent arrival Disch
i igwt C. Chnk Nant MBL 25 105 2245
ccTi Olymplan Racer Cont Sing Seacon V5 &5 -
NCT3 Banga Borsk  Idle - Bardh R/A - -~
GSJ. lkal Urea(Bdc) Damm Litmond 2944 95 -
TSP Happy Ventwe Mag Ors  Aust Everst 15 75 -
DD . Banga lanka - - Bdshp R/A 255 -
DDJA Banglar Shourabh - - BSC RIA 1655 -
DDJ2 Bulk Energy Regpasr . Mumb BRSL 1672 105 -
RWY Banglar Mamata Repair - BSC RIA 1045 -
RW/10 Banglar Jyoti  Idie K Dia BSC R/A 155 -
Vessels due at outer anchorage
Name Of Vessels  Dale of L. Port Local Type of Loading
amval call agent cano ports
Kota Ratna 6/5 Sing Pil(Bd) Cont Sing
Banga Bijoy 65 Col Baridh Cond Ca
6/5 Sing Baridhi Cont -
65 inchone Cosco Gl -
&5 Kant Unigiobal  C.Clink =
5 Kak Dprk Rice(G) -
105 Yang MTA Gi{Log) -
Vessels at Kutubdia
Cargo Las! Port Local Date of
call ager! amival
C. Clink Sing Saraf 2004
A - IBSA RIA (3/5)
Vessels at outer anchorage
Vessels ready
Eagle Progress Cont P. Kel Everbest &5
Pongola Cont Sing MEDL &5
Oel Freedom Cont P. Kel PSSL 6/5
Banglar Mookh Sugar Kara BSC 55
Vessels not ready
Predous Wheat Dard MSA 45
Hodasco-09 Raw Sugar Kaki HSA 65
Karana Sembiian  Sugar(Bag) Mumb Everett 65

Currency

Following is Tuesday's (May 06, 2008) forex trading statement by Standard

Chartered Bank

Major Currency Exchange Rates

US dollar 69.25 68.25
Euro 109.08 104.48
Pound 138.29 133.13
Australian doliar 67.01 6327
Japanese yen 0.68 0.65
Swiss franc - 67.21 63.27
Swedish kroner 12.30 10.78
Canadian dollar 69 96 66.81
HongKongdollar 891 8.74
Singapore doilar 5234 5011
UAE dirham 19.01 18.43
Saudi nyal 18.61 18.06
Danish kroner 1520 1351
Kuwaili dinar 256.12 250.45

The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels al Chittagong Port as per berthing
sheet of CPA suppled by fRC Family, Dhaia.

Exchange rate of some currencles
PerUSD BDTper
Currency
Indian rupee 40.46 1.70
Pak rupee 85.90 1.04
Lankan rupee 107 28 0.64
Thai baht 31.68 217
Malaysian ringgit 315 2180
USD forward rate against BDT
Buy Sell
iM b8.49 £69.48
2M 6874 69.82
M £9.02 7018
6M 69.84 711.29
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