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FROM PAGE 1 Abes
cognisance an nning the trial.
Of those accused, Tanque, also

the senior joint secretary general of
BNPE. Babar and Sufian are behind
bars while the others are still at

?hou h detained on other

e three were later shown
arrested in the case.

The 10 said the accused should

be brought to trial as the charges

against them have been proved

mu.ruy. He appealed the court to
e warrants for the arrest of
those on the run and order attach-
ment of their properties.

On October 4 last year, ACC
Deputy Assistant Director Abul

em filed the bribery case with
Ramna Police Station, accusing six
including Babar.

Tarique and Saleemul were
named as the other two defendants
after investigation found their
involvement.

The ACC approved the charge
sheet on April 23. The ch were
made under sections 161,165 and
165(kha) of the penal code and 5(2)
of Prevention of Corruption Act
1947.

Out of the Tk 21 crore bribe
given by Shah Alam, Tarique had
receiw:y Tk 1 crore in cash, accord-
ing to case details.

Babar was paid Tk 6 crore in
cash and Tk 14 crore in cheques
and pay orders. He had deposited
the money in an account with the
Prime Bank.

Saleemul Huq, who was the
chairman of the bank at that time,
was charged with keeping the ill-
gg;ten money in his account and

wing Tk 88 lakh as interest
against the sum.

Babar received the amount at
different times between August 7
and September 13, 2006.

Abu Sufian arranged meeti
between Babar, Tarique and Sh
Alam at Babar's official residence
on Bailey Road on August 7 and 8.

Atfirst, Babar had demanded Tk
100 crore to spare the Bashundhara
Group chairman's son from facing
murder charges. But after negotia-
tions, the amount was fixed at Tk 50
crore.

Duke of Gloucester
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yesterday that the visit by Royal
ighness the Duke of Gloucester
il focus on the UK's continuing

and wide-ranging commitments to

long-term development in
&%sdﬁh.
is included particular contri-
butions to disaster management
and relief and reconstruction pro-
jects in ms:téthem Bangladﬁil; 02211-
owing evastating 2007 S
and Cyclone Sidr. e
During the visit, Prince Richard
will also call on the President Prof Dr
lajuddin Ahmed.
“We m}mahaoh.ltety delighted };ig
welcome Royal Highness.
visit demonstrates the importance
the UK attaches to people-to-
mle links with Bangladesh, these
inks are the bedrock of friendship
between our countries,” said British
High Commissioner Anwar
Choudhury in a statement ahead of
the visit.
The visit, coming shortly
aftertri mz;lthmecahinet ministers
in just four months, further under-
lines the strong bilateral relation-
ship between UKand Bangladesh.
Prince Richard, the Duke of
Gloucester, is the second son of the
late Duke of Gloucester and the late
Princess Alice, Duchess of
Gloucester. He is a grandson of
George V and a first cousin to the

Queen.
Bibiyana power

Since the go decided
government 1 to
push forward some large power
projects last year, IFC of the World
Bank put pressure on the government
to prioritise Bibiyana power project
over all other projects, prompting the
governmentto doso.

The t move surprised
all power sector players, since
Bibiyana project no allo-
cated or power infrastructure to
begin with, while Sirajganj and
Meghnaghat-3 power projects had
the primary ready.

gas
in 1998 by a US company, Unocal,
which was later acquired by Chevron.
Since the discovery, Unocal was

g s ot M

forgasin Bangladesh.

Howeres o g ctis i te
coun to emerge,
dcvelg;ed the field from 2004, and
from last year started supplying about
240 million cubic feet of gas a day
i bt i
ismorethan 500

Alack of gas supply pipeline would
not allow Chevron to y in its full

itso

mmy‘ until 2010,
o hsdﬂwprﬁvﬁpammthe

MMMW}'W
EEI this is its first such bidding in
Meanwhile, the Power Cell
its decision to exclude Summit
Industrial and Mercantile
Corporation from l}iddings for
' and Sira pPOWET pro-
Bhjrace axd Sigef PO
the company for reconsidering its
inclusion.

Summit felt ma;f itthe had been
uni pushed out competi-
tion by an arbitrary evaluation by IFC.
[FC calculated the net value of
Summit at only 35 million US dollars,
while the auditor’s submitted

the Power Cell figure at 120
t:ﬁnbndnﬂamngfudnmﬁﬁumd
& Cowas nominated by the Power Cell

itself
}ml;ncwﬂ.ﬂtm
Cell upheld s evaluation by pre-
mu'ngaouﬁﬁca:‘sbyl\n'zm_.:
chartered accoun firm, stating
that Summit's net worth is 3275

million dollars, athough Acnabin was
not on the list of auditors of the Power

Cellfor the bid.

A few days later, Shah Alam sent
Tk 1 crore to Tarique via Apu.
Payments of the remaining Tk 20
crore were made through Sufian.

The transaction, however, was
stopped with the changeover of

rmment in October, 2006.

Then after the present caretaker
government launched the anti-
graft drive, Saleemul had tried to
getoffthe hook by surrendering the
money to the national exchequer.

Tarique was arrested on March 7
last year on extortion charges.
Besides yesterday's, formal
charges have been laid against him
for extortion, amassing assets
illegally and concealing wealth

information to the ACC.
Babar was arrested on May 29

last year and was later convicted of
possessing illegal firearms and
ammunition. He was shown
arrested also in a case filed for
making a fortune through illegal
means.

NIKO CASE

The Niko graft case against
detained former prime minister
Khaleda Zia, former law minister
Moudud Ahmed and nine others
might be sent today to the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Courtin Dhaka for trial.

Muggers
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“As Giasuddin and another
employee Mofazzel Hossain Titu
tried to resist, they stabbed
Giasuddin in the throat and
Mofazzel in ahand,” Alauddin told
The Daily Star.

He said the other two snatchers
kept employees Mahmudul Hasan
and Sultan Hossain atgunpoint.

Giasuddin and Mofazzel were
later rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where they were
given treatment. .

Witnesses said as the employ-
ees raised alarm, pedestrians on
the busy road chased them caus-
ing one of their motorbikes to fall
down. Two muggers on the motor-
bike exploded a bomb and fired
two shots in the air to avert cap-
ture.

They fled the scene as one of
their gang members appeared on
another motorbike and rode away
with them. .

Angry locals later set fire to the
motorbike the muggers left
behind.

Alauddin said the spot was less
than 50 yards from Lalbagh Police
Station but no policeman came
forward even after hearing gun-
shots and the bomb explosion.

"Police came to the spot after

we had called them over 'tele-

phone,” Alauddin said.

Alauddin filed a case with
Lalbagh Police Station in the
afternoon accusing six unidenti-
fied people of snatching the
money.

Advisers
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adding that they are now complet-
ing the "final preparations” for the
formal dialogue with political
parties.

LGRD Adviser Anwarul Igbal
and Law Adviser AF Hassan Ariff
also attended the meeting.

The overriding aim of the dia-
logue must be to move towards an
acceptable well-participated
election inevitable within the
stipulated time, Prof Wahiduddin
Mahmud said while talking to The
Daily Star lastnight.

"One of the preconditions for a
fruitful dialogue is taking into
account the existing political
reality. You cannot have a tailor-
made good democracy overnight,
but a beginning can be had by
creating consensus about norms
of democratic practices and
behaviours,” he said.

Ultimately, it is the political
leaders who will have to carry out
the reforms and they will have to
reach consensus among them-
selves about how to make democ-
racy sustainable, the former
adviser said adding that citizens'
groups can only play a supporting
role through mobilising public
opinion.

Even though the government is
contemplating inviting an inde-
pendent rapporteur to the formal
dialogue, it may step back consid-
ering the parties in the dialogue
may feel uneasy as many sensitive
issues will come up.
CONSULTATION WITH EXPERTS
The government is considering
seeking advice time to time from
eminent citizens who are experts
in their respective fields like
strengthening democracy, hold-
ing elections, and constitutional
and economic issues.

“Since this [caretaker govern-
ment] is an unelected govern-
ment, it has no other means to
assess public opinion or receive
their suggestions,” a well-placed
Eu:ce told The Daily Star yester-

y.

Such consultation will take
place as and when necessary, the
source added.

OC, SI punished
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Jahan to commit suicide.

SINizamuddin of Adabar police
told The Daily Star, “The actions
were taken against the two in con-
nection with rape and suicide of a
garment worker.”

Family sources said that after
being raped by a gang on April 25,
Nur Jahan had to marry one Rajib
oninsistence of the two policemen.

But t!mm:n.. as Rajib refused to
accept her as wife, she took poison
and died on April 27. o,

US coordinator
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US State Department’s Coordinator

for Counterrorism to Bangladesh,
underscoring the growing impor-
tance of cooperation between the
two nations in this area.

Acco to the US embassy
officialsin D during his two-day
visit Ambassador Dailey will meet
senior mmentofficials on issues
related to counterterrorism and US-
Bangladesh cooperation on the
global war on terror.

They said Bangladesh has
become a valuable US ally in the
global war on terror. As part of the
war effort, the Bangladesh govern-
ment has begun to address prob-
lems of money laundering and
weak border controls to ensure that
Bangladesh does not become a
terrorist safe-haven.

During the meeting with hi
officials, Am

bassador Dailey is like
to pursue them to pass a series of
amendments that would strengthen
Bangladesh's Anti-Money
Laundering Act and also create a
draftforan Anti-TerrorismAct.

The legislation would help
Bangladesh enter Egmont, the inter-
national body of Financial
Intelligence Units that plays a critical
role in fighting terror financing, they
added.

The issue of counterterrorism
cooperation between India and

adesh is also likely to come up
for discussion.

The United States has launched a
US$20 million, five-year anti-
corruption programme in
Bangladesh to further U'ansparent'-:hy
and good governance efforts bo
necessary foundations for
counterterrorism activities.

CA apprises
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according to the roadmap
announced earlier by the Election

Commission,” said the press secre-

tary.

a-%residenl [ajuddin gave a
patient hearing to the chief adviser
and expressed his satisfaction at
the government steps towards
holding the general election by
December this year.

He also expressed satisfaction as
the government successfully faced
the challenge of food problem and
suggested that “the food-grain stock
should be increased further”.

Both the president and the chief
adviser expressed their gratitude to
Allah for saving Bangladesh from
devastation by cyclone Nargis.

Military Secretary to the
President Major General Mohd
Aminul Karim, Secretary of the
President’s Office Md Sirajul Islam,
CA's Press Secretary Syed Fahim
Munaim and President's Press
Secretary Abdul Awal Howlader
were present during the meeting.

FROM PAGE 16
According to police and local

sources, the clash broke out at
around 10:00 am when a bus worker
misbehaved with. a teacher of
Sirajgan) Polytechnic Institute over
bus fare.

ed at the news, over a hun-
dred students of the institute took
position at the Polytechnic intersec-
tion and barricaded Sirajganj-
Kazipur Road.

The transport workers then
dashed t the intersection in
several buses and locked in a fierce
clashwith the students.

During the clash that raged on for
about two hours, scores sustained
injuries, a bus was torched and six
more were vandalised while the
students and the transport workers
pelted brickbats and chased each
other.

Fire fighters from Sirajganj Fire
Station swiftly reached the spot and
doused the firein an hour.

Members of Sirajganj police and
the Rapid Action Battalion charged
batons on the two clashing groups to
bring the situation under control,
said police sources.

Vehicular movement on the road
came to a standstill during the fight
and the situation remained
unchanged ull filing of this report
yesterdayafternoon.

The situation in the area was
tense and additional police were
deployed to avert further untoward
incident.

Delwar
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Nam flatin thecity.

All the cases ﬁlﬂmnst political
leaders, including eda Zia, are
filed with an ill motive to disqualify
them from contesting the elections,
but the le will not accept any
false and fabricated case, the BNP
secretary general said.

No threat would be able to refrain
them from performing their duties,
discussin ut the programmes
thatmulsbeannuuncelzisoon'

“Everythingis goingon as partofa
blueprint, even the Ianu:uy 11 event
was totally pre-planned,” he said,
adding that the judges cannot dis-
charge their duties pro at pres-
ent as the laws created in a 'special
factory’ are beingused atwill.

Brig Gen (retd) Hannan Shah, an
adviser to the BNP chairperson, said
that greater programmes would be
announced soon as BNP will not
acce&t)any illegal activities.

“Go back to your own positions
after handing over the power to the
elected representatives without
creating any complexities,” he called
upon the government, adding that
the political leaders will ensure a
peacefullaw and order situation.

Among others, BNP joint secre-
taries Ecneral Selima Rahman and
Goyeshwer Chandra Roy, acting
othice secretary Rizvi Ahmed, former
lawmakers Syed Mehedi Ahmed
Rumi, Nazimuddin Alam and
Khairul Kabir Kokhon, Chhatra Dal
General Secretary Shafiul Bari Baba

Rigvr?c Aﬁxthed alleged th

that some
unidentified persons are threatening
ml'fo members of Delwar's family over
phone.

N

Relief starts arriving

FROMPAGE 1

devastation in Myanmar was
equivalent to that suffered after the
2004 tsunami which devastated
southeastAsia.

The US president's wife Laura
Bush accused Myanmar's military
rulers of failing to warn people
about the cyclone that devastated
the country as a massive interna-
tional aid operation gathered pace
yesterday.

"Although they were aware of the
threat, Burma's state-run media
failed to issue a timely warning to
citizens in the storm's path,” the US
First Lady said at theWhite House.

The UN disaster reduction
agency deplored the absence of an
early warmning system in Myanmar
that it said could have drastically cut
the deathtoll.

"Looking at the number of
deaths, it leads us to think that an
ea:l]r warning system had not been
put in place,” Brigitte Leoni, spokes-
woman for the UN International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction, told
JO tsin Geneva.

In the aftermath of (‘.Kclune
Nargis, state radio reported that the
government was delaying a constitu-
tional referendum in areas hit hard-
est.

M ar's Information Minister
Maj Gen Kyaw Hsan confirmed at a
news conference that some 4,000

ple had died in Yangon and the
m-lyin [rrawaddy delta region. He
added that another 10,000 people
could be dead in the delta.

Kyaw said tidal waves killed most
ofthe victims in thatregion.

Earlier, Foreign Minister Nyan
Win was quoted E;' state-run televi-
sion as saying that more than 10,000
people had perished in Irrawaddy
while a smaller number died in and
around Yangon, the country's largest
city.

"“News and data are still being
collected, so there may be many
more casualties,” he said.

It was not known why the two
ministers presented different death
tolls.

The World Food Programme,
which was preparing to fly in food,
added its own grim assessment ofthe
destruction: Up to 1 million people
may be homeless, some villages have
been almost totally eradicated and
vast rnce-growing areas are wiped
out.

A state television report gave two
differentnumbers 59and 130 forthe
dead in what is known as Yangon
division. It did not explain the differ-
ingtolls.

The country's ruling junta, which
has spurned the international com-
munity for decades, urgently
appealed for foreign aid ata meeting
Nyan Win held with diplomats
MondayinYangon.

The UN's emergency relief coor-
dinator said Tuesday the govern-
‘tent Had indicated it'was réady 1o
start accepting international aid. The
UN, Red gmss and other aid organi-
sations have been organising sup-
plies in preparation for shipping
them to the country.

Some aid agencies reported their
assessment teams had reached some
areas of the largely isolated region
but said getting in supplies and large
numbers of aid workers would be
difficult

A military rt plane flew
from Bangkok to Yangon Tuesday
with emergency aid from Thailand
while a number of other countries
and o isations said they were
p to follow.

ichard Horsey, Bangkok-based
spokesman for the UN Office for the
Cogtﬂinaﬁnn of Humanitarian Aid,
said Yangon's airport is the closest to
the region hardest hit.

"For those places accessible by
land, there will be cars and trucks
from those areas to meet at the half-
way point with vehicles from
Yangon," he said. "For remote areas,
assessment teams and assistance
teams will need to go by helicopters
and boats."

The delta is riddled with water-
ways but Horsey said they are not
easily accessible, even during nor-
mal times.

Based on a satellite map made
available by the United Nations, the
storm's damage was concentrated
over about a 11,600-square-mile
(30,000-square-kilometer) area
along the Andaman Sea and Gulf of
Martaban coastlines less than 5
percentofthe country.

But the affected region is home to
nearly a quarter of Myanmar's 57
million people.

Images from state television
showed large trees and electricity
poles sprawled across roads and
roofless houses ringed by large
sheets of water in the delta region,
which is regarded as Myanmar's rice
bowl.

"More or less all the landlines are
down and it's extremely difficult to
get information from cyclone-
affected areas. But from the reports
we are getting, entire villages have
been flattened and the final death toll
may be huge," said Mac Pieczowski,
who heads the International
Organization for Migration office in
Yangon, inastatement.

State radio reported Sarurdags
vote on a draft constitution would be
delayed until May 24 in 40 lmmshliﬁs
around Yangon and seven in the
[rrawadd gelta, which bore the
bruntofthekillerstorm.,

Itindicated that in other areas the
balloting would proceed as sched-
uled.

The appeal for assistance was
unusual for Myanmar's ruling gener-
als, who have long been suspicious of
the international organisations and
have closely controlled their activi-
ties.

Foreign governments were
poised Tuesday to rush aid to the
devastated nation.

The United States, which has
slapped economic sanctions on the
country, said it likewise stood ready:.
The US Embassy is providing
$250,000 in immediate aid from
existing emergency fund. But first
lady Laura Bush said Monday the US
would provide further aid only if one
of its own disaster teams is allowed
into the country.

The European Commission was
providing $3 million in humanitar-
1an aid while the president of neigh-
bouring China, Hu Jintao, promised
$1 millionin cash and supplies.

The government had apparently
taken few efforts to prepare for the
storm, which came bearing down
on the country from the Bay of
Bengal late Friday. Weather warn-
ings broadcast on television would
have been largely useless for the
worst-hit rural areas where electric-
ity supply is spotty and television a
rarity.

"The government misled peo-
ple,” said Thin Thin, a grocery story
owner in Yangon. "They could have
warned us about the severity of the
coming cyclone so we could be
better prepared.”

Yangon was without electricity
except where gas-fed generators
were available and residents lined
up to buy candles, which have
doubled in price since the storm hit.
Most homes were without water,
forcing families to stand in long
lines for drinking water and bathe in
thecity's lakes.

Most telephone landlines
appeared to be restored by late
Monday, but mobile phones and
Internet connections were down.

Some inYangon complained that
the 400,000-strong military was
only clearing streets where the
ruling elite resided but leaving
residents, including Buddhist
monks, to cope on their own in most
other areas.

Myanmar has been under mili-
tary rule since 1962. Its government
has been widely criticized for sup-
pression of pro-democracy Fames
such as the one led by Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi,
who has been under house arrest for
almost 12 of the past 18 years.

At least 31 people were killed
and thousands more were detained
when the military cracked down on
Eeaceful protests in September led

y Buddhist monks and democracy
advocates.

Wholesale price
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stopped purchasing new rice a
couple of days ago due to low sales
and falling prices. The agency will
not procure more rice until the
prices of the commodity stabilise,
he added.

The Daily Star correspondent
during a visit to different retail
markets noticed many retailers
were selling the low-priced new
rice at higher prices to unsuspect-
ing customers, telling them that
the rice was from the old stock.

A few of the retailers were seen
selling Miniket at Tk 44-45 per kg
although its wholesale price is
downtoTk37akg.

Hasina blames govt's
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the case, yesterday began submis-
sions on his discharge petition.

At one stage of his arguments,
Hasina drew the court's attention
and said she was not feeling well. In
response, Judge Mohammad Firoz
Alam ordered the adjournment.

“The present government lacks
the experience and skills needed to
control the prices of essentials,”
defence counsels quoted Hasina as
saying.

“Let people survive the crises.
Don'timpose taxes on essentials in
the next budget,” she said, adding
that those in power now cannot
even prepare anational budget.

“Thegovernment had no prepa-
rations and even a clue about the
recession looming over world
economy,” Hasina's special aide Dr
Hasan Mahmud quoted her saying.

Those running a country must
bear in mind that the world econ-
omy can suffer upheavals any
moment and leave adverse effects
on the national economy, she
continued.

“However, it is still possible to
cope with the adversities only if the
country has enough precautions in
place.”

Hasina Said as a result of the
precautionary measures that her

government took before the reces-
sion in East Asia, prices of essen-
tialsremained stable,

She said as the prime minister
she used to have regular meetings
with her finance minister. She
claimed she always discouraged
imposing taxes on essentials and
often her government would cut
taxes to help people overcome
difficultfinancial circumstances.

The lawyers representing
Hasina have completed their argu-
ments on the discharge petition
that began on April 3 while the
counsel for Taufiq will resume his
atthe nextsitting.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) filed the case
with Tejgaon Police Station on
September 2 last year,

The other accused are former
Power Development Board (PDB)
chairman Noor Uddin Mahmud
Kamal, Managing Director of
Summit Industries and Mercantile
Corporation Private Ltd Aziz Khan,
Director Farid Khan, United Group
Chairman Hasan Mahmud Raja
and Director Abul Kalam Azad.

The charge sheet in the case
submitted on January 10 included
the name of Bangabandhu
Memorial Trust (BMT) Curator
Siddiqur Rahman.

Revised budget
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agriculture ministry will be

increased to Tk 3,900 crore from
the initial allocation of Tk 2,250
crore mainly for subsidies in ferti-
liser.

Allocation for the food and
disaster management ministry is
going to be increased by Tk 837
crore in the current fiscal. The
government is going to increase
allocation for relief works to Tk 879
crore from Tk 466 crore. Besides,
allocation for VGF (Vulnerable
Group Feeding) is going to be
increased to Tk 854 crore from Tk
807 crore.

The sources say allocation for
food import in the current fiscal
may be increased to Tk 2,913 crore
from the initial estimate of Tk 1,576
crore.

But at the same time as the
Pmcuremenl target of food grains
rom local market failed, allocation
in this sector was decreased to Tk
1,543 crore from Tk 2,264 crore.

Vulnerable Group
Development (VGD) allocation
under the women and children
affairs ministry may be increased
to Tk 736 crore from Tk 435 crore.

The sources say the net loss in
petroleum products and fertiliser
in the current fiscal may stand at Tk
14,000 crore and the government is
considerin& providing Tk 9,500
crore from the current budget.

Allocation for payment interest
against foreign and local loans may
be increased to Tk 11,800 crore
from the original allocation of Tk
10,790 crore, add the finance min-
I1stry sources.

Mockbul
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Fatema Tahera was fined Tk 5 lakh.
She would have to serve sixmonths
more in jail if she fails to pay the
amount.

Mockbul was handed down 10
years' rigorous imprisonment for
illegally accumulating wealth
worth Tk 5,33 crore and three years'
simple jail for concealing informa-
tion of wealth worth over Tk 2.84
crore in the wealth statement
submitted to the ACC.

Mockbul will have to serve 13
years in jail as the court ordered
that the convictions be carried out
consecutively.

Both Mockbul and his wife are
absconding and the verdict would
take effect from the day they sur-
render to the court or were
arrested.

The judgment was delivered
after examining the investigation
report and depositions of 36 wit-
nesses.

ACC Deputy Director Akhter
Hossain filed the case with
Mohammadpur Police Station
against Mockbul and his wife on
August 16, 2007.

The property Mockbul amassed
by illegal means include three
houses in Mobammadpur in. the
capital and shares in different
banks and institutions.

Export of rice
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According to data gathered from
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB),
the country exported Tk 37.2 crore
worth of rice tll February -- up
from Tk 28.2 crore during the same
period of the last fiscal year.

The EPB sources said rice export
hit the highest monthly figure of Tk
5.6 crore in February.

Besides aromatic rice,
Bangladesh also E'pr{lnt':d non-
aromatic varieties of rice such as
Miniket, Paijam and Nazirshail to
the United States and a number of
countriesin the Middle East.

Bangladesh spent $600 million
in rice import in the first eight
months till February of this ﬁsca%tn
meet the country's demands after
being hit by twin floods and a mas-
sive cyclone last year.

According to government data,
this fiscal year's rice import is at
least ten times higher than that of
the same period in the last fiscal.
This extensive import of rice has
created huge pressure on the coun-
try's balance of payment, observed
experts.

UNB adds: BDR sector com-
mander, Dinajpur, yesterday
ordered his troops to shoot anyone
smuggling out food grains.

Exchanging views with UP
chairmen and farmers of the bor-
der areas at Mohanpur BDR camp,
Sector Commander Col Rezaul
Kabir said they were apprehending
smuggling of Boro out of the coun-
try, as price across the border tends
to be higher.

"We shall not hesitate to shoot if
anyone is found smuggling out
food grains,” warned Col Kabir.

Col Kabir urged the UP chair-
men and farmers to cooperate with
local BDR personnel to check

smuggling.

UK wants
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meelil{'njs with BNP acting Secretary
General Ma) (retd) Hafiz Uddin
Ahmed and Jadya Party Chairman
HM Ershad attheir residences.

Choudhury said these were his
farewell calls, as he was deeply
e ed with the parties in his four
years stayin Bangladesh.

After the meeting with Hafiz, he
said they dis many issues
including the future of Bangladesh
andtheelections.

Asked about the state of emer-
E?tr;(ciy. the envoy said it should be
' to maximum possible extent
ensuring the law and order and the
saft;_tlyu the voters.

ahz ﬂalsed the high commis-
sioner forhisactiverole in promoting
Dhaka-London relations. He
deplored the heinous attacks on the
high commissionerin Sylhet.

“Pc]::_nrle will remember him for
long. He is a genuine friend of
Bangladesh,” Hafiz said.

Ershad told reporters that they
discussed about the holding of a
meaningful election free from cor-
ruption.

He said Jatiya Party will partici-
pate in the general elections that
should be preceded by upazila
panshad, city corporation and
municipal elections.

m offer that violates its righ

live up to

AFP, Washington

The United States said Monday it
wanted Pakistan to live up to its
commitment of urgently bringing
security under control in its remote
tribal areas allegedly used as a safe
haven by al-Qaeda and Taliban
militants.

The call came amid worries in
Washington that the new coalition
government led by Prime Minister
Yousuf Raza Gilani, which is negoti-
ating with a Taliban commander,
may strike a deal with militants and
undermine a long “war on terror”
partnership.

Deputy Secretary of State John
Negroponte said Islamabad recog-
nised that bringing the mountainous
and unpoliced Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)
under control was an urgent priority
for Pakistan's own sake.

"Butlet me be clear: we will not be
satisfied until all the violent extrem-
ism emanating from the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas is brought
under control,” he said at a forum of
the Washington-based National
Endowment for Democracy.

"It is unacceptable for extremists
to use those areas to plan, train for, or
execute attacks against Afghanistan,
Pakistan, or the wider world,” he
said. "Their ongoing abilitytodo sois
a barrier to lasting security, both
regionallyand internationally.”

Negroponte said Pakistan's
government “must bring the frontier
area under its control as quickly as
possible,” pointing out that
Washington was prepared to provide
"appropriate assistance” in order to
achievethatobjective.

Gilani's government, formed
after the backers of key war on terror
ally President Pervez Musharraf were
defeated in elections in February, has
pledged to completely overhaul
[slamabad's counter terrorism
pursuit.

Ithas been trying to reach a peace
deal with a Taliban commander
Baitullah Mehsud accused of mas-
terminding the slaying of former
premier Benazir Bhutto in
December.

Warlord Mehsud declared a
unilateral truce with security forces
in the lawless tribal regions last
month after officials said the govern-
ment had drafted a peace agreement
with Islamic militants.

But the militant halted talks last
week because the government

his area.

US asks Pakistan to

'war on

terror' commitment

Negroponte warned that
Americans "don’t want to see the
tribal area being used as a platform
for plotting and executing interna-
tional terrorist activity against the
West.

“So any kind of agreement or
understanding which might be
negotiated, we would have to look at
in the light of those imperatives for
United States policies,” he said.

Army HQ
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caretaker government. “ This cooper-
ation will continue in future, if neces-

The release said the role of army
was praised by all quarters against
the backdrop of the January 11, 2007
changeover. At the critical juncture of
the nation, the army on instructions
of the president came in aid of the
caretaker government and subse-
quently participated in nation-
building and different development
and welfare activities.

‘And this praiseworthy role of
ar;ndv was reflected in different mass
media, including newspapers of the
country.”

Recently, the release pointed out,
various fictitious and confusing
opinions are being published In

editorials of different dailies, TV talk
shows and open discussions.

[t said in view of the state of emer-
gencyin place, even the army chief at
different functions and exchanges
with editors of different mass media
and interviews with local and forei
media gave a clear picture about Lﬁz
role of army.

Huji man Sumon
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the case for the blast at a CBP rally
on July 20, 2001, which killed seven
people and injured several others.

CID inspector Abu Hena
Mohammad Yusuf produced
Sumon before the court yesterday
seeking his remand in connection
with the CBP blast.

The magistrate, however, fixed
May5 forahearing on the case.

Sumon is already an accused in
case for the Ramna Batamul blast
on April 14, 2004, and has con-
fessed hisinvolvement

The Huji leader is also an
accused in the August 21, 2004
grenade attack on an Awami
League rally on Bangabandhu

refused to withdraw its. troops from. .., Avenue that killed 24 people and-

injured over 300 others.
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of freedom fighters at Dinajpur Lok
Bhaban Auditorium yesterday as
partofits nationwide campaign for
trial of war criminals.

"The time has come for the pro-
liberation forces to be united and
resist the anti-liberation war
forces,” they said urging the gov-
ernment to form an enquiry com-
mission and gather information
aboutwar criminals.

Mokchhed Ali Mongolia, con-
vener of Dinajpur District
Command of Muktijoddha
Sangsad, presided over the meet-
ing and Shafiqul Haque Chhutu,
secretary general of Muktijoddha
Sangsad and chairman of Dinajpur
Municipality delivered the inaugu-
ral speech.

Several hundred freedom fight-
ers and a number of pro-liberation
organisations from four northern
districts--Dinajpur, Thakurgaon,
Panchagarh and Joypurhat--
gathered atthe reunion.

Sector commander Maj Gen
(retd) KM Safiullah Bir Uttam said
the International Crimes (Tribu-
nals) Act, 1973 is enough to try the
war criminals.

Calling for the restoration of the

Sector commanders

non-communal constitution of
1972, CR Dutta said vested quarters
often used and amended the con-
stitution to serve theirinterest.

The speakers urged the govern-
ment to seek assistance from the
United Nations General Assembly
and engage internationally recog-
nised jurists with the enquiry
commission.

Deputy commander-in-chief of
the armed forces of the Liberation
War air vice-marshal (retd) AK
Khandker urged freedom fighters
to continue their campaign against
the war criminals until their trials
arecomplete.

He urged all to boycott the
upcoming elections if war crimi-
nals run for parliament member-
ship. He said the government
should ban all fundamentalist and
extremist parties who mislead
people in the name of Islam.

The other speakers at the meet-
ing were Maj Gen (retd) Jamil D
Ahsan, Maj Gen (retd) M Masudur
Rahman, President of Dinajpur
Chamber and Commerce and
Industries Rafiqul Islam, Prescient
of Dinajpur Press Club Chitta
Ghosh and Mirza Babu of

Thakurgaon.
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barrel, down five cents as traders
banked their profits.

London's Brent North Sea crude
also reached a historic pinnacle on
Tuesday as it touched 119.07 dollars.
The contract for June later stood at
118.10 dollars per barrel, unchanged
from Monday.

"Crude futures hit fresh all ime
highs (on Tuesday) as concerns
about suppiy disruptions in Nigena,
a weaker dollar and now also Iran
continiie to provide plenty of ammu-
nition,” said Sucden analyst Michael
Davies.

Nigerian militants attacked an oil
ship off the coast of the west African
country and took two people hostage
over theweekend.

Nigeria, Africa’s largest oil pro-

ducer, has seen an upsurge in violent
attacks on the oil and related indus-
tryin the past two years.

Events surrounding Iran, the

world’s fourth biggest oil producer,
gave added support to prices on
Tuesday.

[ran said Monday it would reject
t to the
nuclear fuel cycle after world

powers said they had prepared a new
package to end the atomic crisis.

The West fears Iran could use

uranium enrichment to make
atomic weapons. But lran denies it
wants to do this and insists it has a
right to enrichment to make nuclear
fuel as a signatory to the nuclear

Non-Proliferation Treaty,

Oil price hits

Oil prices also continued to profit
on Tuesday from the weak dollar,
which helps boost demand for com-
modities priced in the US unit as they
initially become cheaper for foreign
buyers.

"US economic data recently has

surprised to the upside, with the

non-farms and unemployment data
on Friday being better than
expected,” noted Davies from the
Sucden brokerage in London.

"However, many would argue
that the US economic outlook
remains bleak and that recent dollar
strength mayjust be a correction.”

The recent record run in oil prices
has sparked widespread interna-
tional concern among consumer
nations.

Kuwaiti Oil Minister Mohammad

al-Olaim last week said that Opec
may hold an extraordinary meeting
on oil prices before a scheduled
conference in September and did not
appear to rule out higher production.

However, Libya's acting ol minis-

ter Chukri Ghanem recently indi-
cated that the Organizaton of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
could not pump more crude.

On Tuesday, the Indonesian

government said it was considering
withdrawing from Opec, which
produces about 40 percent of the
world'soil.

Indonesia is the only Southeast

Asian member of the oil cartel but
declining production levels have
tumed itinto anetimporter.




