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Tangail weaving industry in
crisis as weavers quit job for
price hike of raw materials

Handlooms reduced to 50,000 from 1 lakh in 15 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Price hike of yarn, dye and other
weaving materials are forcing
many weavers in Tangail to leave
their profession, showing a sign of
gradual disaster in the traditional
weaving industries in Tangail.

Back in 1992, there were over 1
lakh handlooms and 1,50000 weav-
ers in the district including Sadar,
Kalihati, Nagarpur and Basail
upazilas.

Over 50,000 handlooms in the
district were closed during the last
several years due to high prices of
these materials, especially yarn
and dye, said Mufakkhharul Islam,
vice-president of Tangail Central
Cooperative Artisans Society Ltd,
also president of Kalithati Upazila
Handloom Owners Association.

About 20,000 handlooms of the
existing factories in Tangail are
inoperative at present due to the
same reasons, he said.

“Twenty out of 40 handlooms of
my factory at Balla in Kalihati have
remained shut due to the same
reasons,” headded.

According to officials of Tangail
Sadar and Kalihati Basic Centres of
Bangladesh Tant Board, there are
37,222 handlooms in 10,000 small
and big handloom factories and
over 70,000 weavers including
handloom owners are working
under the Basic Centres in several
upazilas in the district.

Of those, 18,573 handlooms in
3,000 factories are at Balla, Rampur,
Mominnagar, Darikhashila, Kukrail,
Kazibari, Kamanna, Singair and
Behalabari villages under Balla
union at Kalihat upazila where
about 20,000 weavers including
handloom owners are working,

The weavers at Balla produce
famous Tangail sarees including
Benarasi and Jamdani and mer-
chants across the country purchase
it, especially at several regular
weekly markets including those at
Karatia and Bazidpur in Tangail,

Weaver Yousuf Ali of Balla in
Kalihatiupazila, who became popu-
larin Tangail between 1976 and 1990
with his "Good Luck” brand sarees,
was forced to shut down his busi-
ness in 1991 as prices of cloths
including sarees did not increase in
proportion with the price of yarn,
dye and other materials that are
needed to produce the sarees

Many weavers at different vil-
lages in Kalihati upazila told The
Daily Star that they were consider-
ing closing their business, asitisno
longer profitable enough to sus-
tain. Most of the looms in the
region would be closed within a few
years if this situation prevails for
long, they said.

The prices of a bale of yarn saw
an increase of over Tk 10,000 in one
and a half years, yarn traders said
The price of a bale of Gulshan-82
yarn was Tk 54,000 one and half
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years ago but now it is Tk 65,000. A
bale of Nahid-74 increased by Tk
14,000, Nahid-82 by Tk 12,000,
Delta-82 by Tk 14,000, Setu-82 by
Tk 15,000, and Saitham-82 by Tk
13,000 in justone and a half years,

Several weavers of Balla at
Kalihati upazila told The Daily Star
correspondent that an organised
syndicate of merchants is responsi-
ble for the increase in the price ol
yarn, dye and other materials. The
price of cotton did notincrease that
much during the lastone yearand a
half but opportunist yarn mer-
chants stockpiled yarn and
increased its prices, weavers
claimed.

Admitting the presence of a
yarn-merchant syndicate, Mostofa
Ashrafi, president of Yarn Traders
Associaton of Balla, said earlier
they could import yarn from India
but now they cannot and this has
also played a role behind the
increase of yarn prices.

The government should allow
import of yarn from outside the
country to save the weaving indus-
try, he said.

Weaver Jinnat Ali, 60, president
of Balla Ward No 2 Weavers
Association, also member of Balla
union parishad, said he was forced
to shut 35 of the 55 handlooms of
his factory at Rampur village due to
unusual price hike of weaving
materials including yarn and dye.

About 45 per cent handlooms of

Balla remained closed at present
due to the same reason, he sald.

Wazed Ali, 40, of Rampur village
told The Daily Star that over 10,000
handlooms including his six
handlooms of Kalihati upazila
including Balla-Rampur were dam-
aged during the recent flood but the
affected weavers did not get any
financial help from the government
orany other organisationsso far.

After the floods, the weavers
repaired their handlooms and
factories by borrowing money from
different moneylenders and NGOs,
he said.

Admitting the recent hardship of
the weavers of Balla Rampur under
Kalihati upazila, Mohammad
Asaduzzaman, field supervisor of
Kalihati Basic Centre, said the gov-
ernment should give special sub-
sidy for weaving materials including
yarn and dye to save the weaving
industries in the region.

When contacted, Samedur
Rahman, llaison officer of Tangail
Sadar Basic Center of Bangladesh
Tant Board, said the handlooms
industries in Tangail have been
facing threat due to manifold prob-
lems including recent abnormal
price hike of weaving materials
including yarn and dye.

The government can help to
solve the problem by taking initia-
tive for marketing the sharis pro-
duced by Tangail weavers, he
added.

Tk 2.5crore
heroin, gun
seized,

five held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Members of the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) in separate drives
in Barisal and Barguna districts on
Monday night arrested five people
and seized two kilogram of heroin,
one country-made gun and six
bullets from their possession, Rab
sources sald.

The arrestees are Nasir
Howlader, 30, Jahir Howlader,
25, of Mour village under
Bakherganj upazila, Ful Banu,
32, of Rabipur village under the
same upazila in Barisal district,
Nannu Khan, 35, and Hanif
Khan, 60, of Gazipur village
under Amtali upazila in Barguna
district, they said.

A Rab team raided a house
owned by Nasir Howlader and
recovercd two kg heroin worth
over Tk 2.50 crore by digging earth
at the garden of the house. As per
Nasir Howlader's statement, Rab
arrested his brother Jahir
Howlader and Ful Banu, a heroin
trader from anearby village.

A case was filed in this regard
with Bakherganj Police Station
yesterday.

[n another raid, Rab recovered
a country-made gun from the
house of Nannu Khan of Gazipur
village. According to his confes-
sion, they recovered six bullets
from the house of Hanif Khan of
the same village. Both the arrestees
were handed over to Amtali police
yesterday. A case was filed against
them under Arms Act.

TENDER NOTICE

Supply of Computer, Laser Printer, Dot Matrix Printer, |
On-Line UPS, Off-Line UPS, Voltage Stabilizer, Scanner
and DVD-RW Drive for the Bank

Prime Bank Limited is going to purchase Brand Computer, Laser Printer,
Dot Matrix Printer, On-Line UPS, Off-Line UPS, Voltage Stabilizer, Scanner

and DVD-RW Drive. Sealed quotations are hereby invited from reputed suppliers/vendors. Necessary
Tender Schedule(s) may be collected from the undersigned against cash payment of Tk. 1,000/~ (jon-

refundable) within May 21, 2008 during office hours.

The tender(s) must be dropped in the Sealed Tender Box kept at Head Office, 29, Rajuk Avenue (2nd
floor), Dhaka-1000 on May 21, 2008 from 9.30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M which shall be opened at 3:00 P.M. on
the same day in presence of the bidders or their representatives, if any.

Prime Bank Limited reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the offers In full or part with or
without assigning any reason whatsoever. The Bank shall not be under any obligation to accept the

lowest quotation.

Logistics & Support Services Division, Head Office
29, Rajuk Avenue Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Phone: 9567265; Fax: 9559257, E-mail: info@primebank com.bd

Senior Executive Vice President

A

Prime Bank Limited
a bank with a difference

gw.prime-bank.com
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BNP LEADER ALTAF MURDER

Ex-BNP MP Habib's
property attached

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Police yesterday attached the

‘moveable property of former BNP

[awrnaker Habibul Islam’ Habib,
who is a charge-sheeted accused in
the case for killing Satkhira district
BNP vice president ABM Altaf
Hossain.

Earlier, Judge Ashish Ranjan Das
of the District and Sessions Judge's
Court ordered attachment of all
moveable property of the former
lawmaker as he was absent before
the trial court on April 20 for hear-
ing of the case.

Habibul Islam Habib is one of
the 15 charge-sheeted accused In
Altaf Hossain murder case.

Satkhira district BNP president
Habibul Islam Habib was elected
from Satkhira-1 (Tala-Kalaroa)
constituencyin 2001,

Altaf Hossain, also Tala upazila
BNP president, was killed when
criminals hurled bombs at him at
Panchrasta intersection al
Patkelghata Bazar in Tala upazila
on May 4 in 2004, police said. BNP

worker Habibur Rahman was also
killed in the attack.

Later the case was transferred to
the, Criminal, Inyestigation
Department (CID).

Investigation Officer of the case,
Assistant Superintendent of Police
Sukha Ranjan Samaddar of the
CID, submitted charge sheet
against 15 people including
Habibul Islam Habib showing him
absconding to the Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court at Satkhira over
fouryears of theincident.

Other charge sheeted accused
are Golam Mostafa, Hafizul Islam,
Rasheduzzaman Raju, Shib Pada
Sarkar, Ahmmad Ali, Ashraful
Haque, Shahidul Islam, Pranab
Ghosh Bablu, Tushar Kumar Pal,
Prakash Sarkar, Badruzzaman,
Mostafa alias, Abu Hena Alam and
Debendra Nath Biswas.

Later the case was transferred to
District and Sessions Judge's Court
for trial.

Habib has been absconding
since declaration of emergency in
January lastyear.

BREACHES IN EMBANKMENT

Flood in Dakop In
Khulna turns serious

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

With three more cracks that devel-
oped yesterday in an embankment
on Shibsha River at Bajua union
under Dakop upazila in Khulna
district, flood situation has wors-
ened further.

Over 3,000 houses of 15 villages
under Dakop upazila in Khulna
district were inundated as an
embankment developed two
breaches on Sunday and three
more early Monday due to pressure
of cross current triggered by high
tide.

Shrimps worth over Tk 50 crore
in 600 enclosures and white fishes
worth Tk several crore were also
washed away, said Rafiqul Islam,
president of Dakop upazila unit of
Shrimp Cultivators Association.

The sudden inundation has

cause extensive damage to Boro
crops and vegetable.

All schools under this union
were closed from Monday due to
the flooding.

Hundreds of marooned people
were shifted to different buildings
and academic institutions unaf-
fected by the inundation, said
Dakop UNO Md MohosinAli.

Engineer Anwar Hossain of
Water Development Board said
swelling of Pashur and Shibsha
rivers due to high tide is responsi-
ble for the embankment collapse.

UP chairman Bidhu Narayan of
Sutrakhali and Deb Prashad of
Bajua, however, said timely action
by WDB could avert the cracks in
the embankment.

PHOTO: FOCUS BANGLA

A Boro paddy field in Boalmarl upazila in Faridpur district, ravaged by

Monday night's nor'wester.
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A mobile court destroyed current net and other illegal nets worth over Tk 5 lakh following its seizure from the Padma
River at Hatbaria-Godarbazar in Rajbari district yesterday.

Democracy must for
press freedom

Satkhira discussion told

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Speakers at a discussion held here
yesterday said press freedom
cannot be ensured in any country
where democracyisabsent.

Mass-line Media Centre
(MMC), Shushilon and Progoti
jointly organised the discussion
at Satkhira Bar Association audi-
torium to mark the World Press
Freedom Day. Progoti director
Principal Ashek-e-Elahi chaired
the occasion.

Democratic environment is an
imperative to press freedom in any
country, speakers said. Mere law is
not enough, rather the mindset of
people to hide information should
be changed to ensure press free-
dom and right to information, they
said.

Speakers alleged that the draft
of proposed right to information
act was aimed at protecung rights
of bureaucteisyvhe always refuse

to give information to journalists.

They demanded the proposed act
should be enacted taking opinion
of journalists as they play a vital
role in conveying information to
people.

They said that ensuring right to
information is a pre-condition to
empowerment of people and good
governance.

Among others, Principal Asit
Kumar Majumdar, Principal
Sheikh Abdul Wadood, district
information officer Nurul Huda,
vice-principal Abdul Hamid,
district Bar association president
Advocate Shah Alam, Mostafa
Nuruzzaman, human right activ-
ist Prof Pabitra Mohon Das,
journalists Subhas Chowdhury,
Kalyan Banerjee, Mizanur
Rahman, Abul Kalam Azad,
Kamruzzaman and Sharifullah
Sumon addressed.

Shishu Prakash, an organisa-
tion of child journalists also cele-
brated.the daythrough ghalking
outthree-day programmes. |

Southkhali Sidr
victims yet to
be rehabilitated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Over 30,000 people of 6,500 fam-
lies of Southkhali who were worst-
hit by cyclonic storm Sidr on
November 15 last year are yet to be
rehabilitated despite assurance
from government.

They are the people who lost
their homes and still passing their
days in sub-human condition in
makeshift tents, said Southkhali
Union Parishad (UP) chairman
Anowar Hossain Panchayet.

He was addressing a press con-
ference at Sharankhola Press Club
recently alleging government's
non-cooperation in rehabilitation
of the Sidr victims of his union.

The UP chairman alleged that
the rehabilitation work was stalled
in Southkhali following an assur-
ance from the Indian government
who assured financial assistance
for reconstruction of all Sidr-
affected houses of 10 villages in the
union, he said.

The chairman further said that
there had been a proposal from the
government that 4,000 houses would
be reconstructed each at a cost of Tk
1,42,000 from fund donated by Saudi
Arabia. But later the proposal was
changed Tor construction §f,each

house at acostofTk61,498 o1y, "
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