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3 Taiwan ministers
resign as scandal
snowballs

Three Taiwan ministers including
the vice premier resigned Tuesday
to shoulder responsibility for the
island's worst diplomatic scandal
involving the alleged embezzle-
mentof30 million US dollars.

Vice Premier Chiou [-jen was
the first to go, followed an hour
later by Foreign Minister James
Huang. Laterin the day the defence
ministry announced in a statement
Vice Defence Minister Ko Chen-
heng had also resigned.

All three had their offices and
homes in Taipei raided by prosecu-
tors Tuesday prior to their resigna-
tions, and despite standing down
each denied embezzling any of the
money.

*I am resigning to smooth the
judicial investigation of the case
and hope it will return me my
innocence,” Chiou told a press
conference.

Chiou has admitted introducing
one of two businessmen accused of
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Israel braces for political

AFP, Jerusalem

Israel was bracing yesterday for a
possible eruption in the political
landscape if Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert resigns or is suspended
over the latest corruption probe
into his affairs.

The atmosphere of uncertainty
has been heightened by a whirl of
rumours and speculation due
largely to a media blackout
imposed on details of the case
against the 62-year-old premier.

The anti-fraud investigation is
the fifth such probe of Olmert's
dealings before he became prime
minister in 2006, although one case
against him has been dismissed.
He has denied any wrongdoing.

Israeli media speculated that
there has been a "significant devel-
opment” in the new case and that
Israel's justice department may lift

organisations have asked the
courts to remove.

Olmert's former office manager,
Shula Zaken, was questioned for a
fourth time Tuesday, public radio said.

"We recognise the public’s right
to know, but we must also take into
consideration the needs of the
inquiry," said national police chief
Dudy Cohen. "No-one, no matter
whathis position, isabove the law."

Preparations are taking place on
the political front in case charges
are brought by Attorney General
Menachem Mazuz, a move that
would force Olmert to step aside
while the case makes its way
through the courts.

Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, a
member of Olmert's centrist
Kadima party, is the most likely
candidate to succeed him, military
radio reported.

Olmert has denied any wrong-

pocketing the money to Huang, the gag order, which several news doing, and on Sunday said he

would cooperate fully with investi-
gators, voicing confidence the
Inqulry would put an end to "vi-
cious and destructive rumours”.

[srael's mass-selling Yediot
Aharonot newspaper reported on
Friday that Olmert was suspected of
having received large sums of
money from an American business-
man, apparently to help finance
some of his election campaigns.

The Jerusalem district court
which is looking into the charges
against Olmert has revealed thatan
unidentified foreign national has
been questioned as a witness, local
media reported.

Olmert, who was questioned by
investigators for more than hour
on Friday, has insisted that he will
continue his duties as premier.

But in a rare step he has
cancelled all interviews with local
media ahead of the Israel's 60th
anniversary celebrations this week.

shakeup if Olmert goes

When a premier resigns it is up
to the president, currently Shimon
Peres, to pick a successor who can
try to form a government. Failing
that, early elections mustbe held.

Behind the scenes, the political
manoeuvring has begun.

The ultra-Orthodox Shas party
has said it would remain in a govern-
ment led by Livni if she agrees not to
disrupt the status quo between
religious and secular factions,

Another high-profile politician,
Defence Minister Ehud Barak, also a
former Labour Party minister, can-
not be considered to succeed Olmert
as he is currently nota member of the
Knesset, theIsraeli parliament.

Barak and other centre-lelt
moderates are not eager for new
elections for fear of returning to
power the head of the right-wing
opposition and former Likud
premier, Benjamin Netanyahu, a
favourite inrecent opinion polls.

Separately, Huang also tendered -
his resignation, which was also
accepted by Premier Chang Chun-
hsiung.

Diaries show
Saddam feared
getting AIDS
In prison

AP, Cairo

Saddam Hussein feared catching
AIDS or other diseases during his
US-supervised captivity, a leading
Arab newspaper said Monday in
publishing excerpts of his prison
writings.

The London-based Al-Hayat
said the comments came in por-
gons of Saddam's prison diares
that it obtained from US authori-
tes. The US military confirmed
some of the late Iraqi leader's
writings had been released.

When Saddam found out his US
military guards were also using his
laundry line to dry clothes, he
wrote that he demanded they stop,
according to the excerpts.

"I explained to them that they
are young and they could have
young people's diseases,” Saddam
wrote. "My main concern was 1o
not catch a venergal disense, an’
HIV disease, in this place.” He said
some soldiers ignored his request.

A US military spokesman in Iraq,
Maj. Matthew Morgan, declined to
describe the writings as a formal
diary, but said the former Iraqi
president produced thousands of
pages of writing while in custody.
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Yuko Tojo, the granddaughter of Japan's wartime prime minister Hideki Tojo,
attends a demonstration against visiting Chinese President Hu Jintao with
Pro-Tibet groups and other critics of China in downtown Tokyo yesterday.
President Hu Jintao arrived in Japan for the first visit here by a Chinese head
of state in 10 years, as Asia's two largest economies try to mend fences after

decades of friction.

o —

Thousands rally against
Hu on landmark

Japan visit

AFP, Tokyo

Thousands of people rallied in
Tokyo on Tuesday as Chinese
President Hu Jintao paid a rare
visit, denouncing Beijing's crack-
down in Tibet and demanding
Japan exert pressure on him.

Police were deployed in force to
protect Hu, who is paying his first
foreign visitsince major demonstra-
tions against Chinese rule broke out
in Tibet in March, casting a shadow
over the Beijing Olympics.

Riot police formed a human
chain to seal off central Tokyo's
sprawling Hibiya Park, where at
least 300 demonstrators chanted,
"Arrest the murderer Hu!" and "Hu,
getout!”

Police shoved back some 10
demonstrators who tried to push
through a barricade and threw
paper Tibetan flags at an official-
looking car entering the park,
where Hu and Japanese Prime
Minister Yasuo Fukuda were to
have dinner.

Adding to the chaos, throngs of
young people were also in the park
to listen to a loud hard-rock con-
cert being held on a sunny public
holiday.

Elsewhere in Tokyo, some 4,200

people, including Tibetans and
members of China's Uighur minor-
ity, took to the streets, according to
organisers.

They held signs that read, "Hu
Jintao, respect the Olympic spirit”
and "Don'tkill our friends."

"I hope that the Japanese, who
have a tradition of justice and share
with us both physical similarities
and Buddhist culture, would say to
the Chinese: 'Don't do what's
wrong,'" Tibetan refugee Kalden
Obaratold the rally.

China, under fire over its clamp-
down in Tibet, this week reopened
talks with envoys of the Dalai
Lama, the Himalayan region’s
exiled spiritual leader.

"But I don't want the Chinese
government to pretend to hold
talks only for the sake of the Beijing
Olympics' success,” Obarasaidto a
storm of applause.

Hu's visit, long in the planning,
is the first by a Chinese president to
Japan in 10 years as Asia’s two
largest economies try to improve
ties marred by wartime memories.

Opposition lawmaker Yukio
Edano called on Fukuda, known for
his conciliatory views towards
China, to raise the Tibet issue
forcefullywith Hu.

Invitation To Bid (ITB)

Laser Printer, Toner, Maintenance Kit, Stapler Pin for
Preparation of Electoral Roll with Photographs assisted
by the United Nations Development Programme

Bangladesh

Sealed Bids are invited for "Laser Printer-20 units. Toner - 1250 units, Maintenance Kit- 32
units and stapler- 36 units” from authorized/ certilied vendors the detailed
specification and price.

Submission of Bid: The envelope should state "Laser Printer, Toner, Maintenance Kit
& Stapler Pin for Preperation of Electoral Roll assisted by the United Nations

Development Programme'' and should be marked as *Confidential® and addressed to the
UNDP Business Center, IDB Bhaban (14th Floor), Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon,
Dhaka-1207. The selection of Bids will be done based on the UNDP procurement rules and
regulations and only the successtul bidder(s) will be contacted. However. UNDP, Dhaka
reserves the night to accept or reject any bid(s) without assigning any reasons whatsoever.
The detailed bid documents are available on the  website:
http:/www.undp.org.hd/proc_more.php. Hardcopy ol specifications are also available at

the Procurement Cluster of UNDP, Dhaka. Attn: Parvin Akther (parvin.akther @undp.org).
Bids must be submitted before 16:00 hrs on 11 May 2008.
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LONDON SOUTH BANK
UNIVERSITY

www.lsbu.ac.uk

Become what You Want to be

* Foundation * ACCA * Accounting & Finance * Law * Telecommunication * Electrical and Electronies
Engineering * Hotel and Hnspudu)' * HRM * Hospital Management * IT * Marketing * Chemical Eng.
* Petroleum Eng. * Civil Eng. * Game Cultures * MBA (Job Experience is a must) * Urban and
Environmental Planning * Bioscience Food and Nutrition * Forensic Science and many more.., -

Counseling & Admission by: Jenny Gunn, International officer, LSBU.

Date : 6th May (11 am-4.30 pm )
Dhaka British Council Teaching Centre, 754b Shatmosjid Road, Dhanmondl..

Date: 7th May (11am -3 pm)
Dhaka British Council, 5 Fuller Road

Date - 8th May (11 am -5 pm ) P
Chittagong British Council, 77/A, East Nasirabad --

Plaease '1riud all Academic PPapoers

For Intormation and Appoirmend ¢ 2k
Cenler fnr |- orcign ""'lu(]w; ((I )
A7 2 L almatia, Block-C, (2nd or)

D“mL'n- 1 207

Phone : 815961 2,011 )

01922594037, 01922594038
email : m[u@du
A
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US to withdraw 3,500 troops
amid spike in Iraq violence

AFP, Baghdad

A pullout of 3,500 US troops from
Irag was underway yesterday, the
military said as Baghdad and
Tehran kept up diplomatic moves
to halt the escalating deadly street
battles with Shia militias.

The American forces in
Baghdad announced that the
soldiers who came as part of a
controversial "surge” in February
2007 would complete a return to
their base at Fort Benning in
Georgia over the next several
weeks.

One third of the 3,500 troops
have already left while the others

are on their way, US military
spokesman Major Winfield
Danielson told AFP.

The pullout is in line with US
President George W. Bush's "surge”
plan announced in September to
complete the withdrawal of the
30,000 extra troops he deployed
last year to curb an increase in
sectarianviolenceinIraq.

The latest announcement came
as Iraq moved to mend fences
with its former enemy Iran,
even as Washington accused
Tehran-linked groups of provid-
ing support for Shia militiamen
fighting American forces in
Baghdad.
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Pakistani soldiers and policemen stand at the site of a suicide attack near a police checkpost on the outskirts of
Bannu in northwestern Pakistan yesterday. A suicide bomber in a rickshaw blew himself up near a police checkpost

killing a policeman and two civilians and wounding several others.

AFP, Indianapolis, Indiana

Polls opened in Indiana Tuesday, as
voters in the midwestern state and
North Carolina take their turn
choosing between Democratic
presidential rivals Hillary Clinton
and Barack Obama.

The day's voting began in parts

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

Polls open in Indiana

of Indiana at 6:00 am (1000 GMT)
and was to close in North Carolina
at8:30 pm (0030 GMT).

Opinion polls pointed to
another messy draw on the biggest
single day of voting left in the epic
battle for the Democratic nomina-
tion, with Obama tipped to win in
North Carolina and Clinton ahead

in Indiana.

Combined, the two states are
electing 187 pledged delegates on
Tuesday -- 115 in North Carolina
and 72 in Indiana.

According to a tally by independ
ent website RealClearPolitics, Obama
has 1,491 pledged delegates from all
theracessofartoClinton's 1,337.
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Business Development Managers
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- Opportunities to earn a competitive salary + incentives

- Be ateam member of U&I Alliance - a non-profit, self-sustaining consulting e
& training centre of the University of Dhaka

- An opportunity to become an entrepreneur / CEO under the U&I Alliance's
Professional & Social Entrepreneurship Scheme

Industry Experience Preferred:

Banking and non-banking financial institutions, SMEs, micro-credit, micro-
finance, environment and sustainable development, healthcare and population,
energy, disaster management, agriculture and education.

Area of Expertise Required:
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earn Tk. 40,000 -Tk. 60,000+ per month |

f you are self-motivated, ambitious, keen to achieve accelerated professional
and economic growth in your life and have minimum 5 years of successful
track record in consultancy/research based commercial organizations, we
are interested to discuss opportunities with you.
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Business development, financial & investment analysis, marketing research,
HR, supply chain management, environmental management and engineering,
CSR and corporate governance.

Please send your CV and forwarding letter with a recent passport size :
photograph mentioning the position (Business Development Manager or
Consultant) on top of the envelope by 15th May, 2008. Only short listed
candidates will be contacted for interviews. For strict confidentiality please mail

or drop your application directly to:

The President

University & Industry Alliance

Room 302, IBA, University of Dhaka
Dhaka-1000
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