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Lift emergency to keep
democracy on track

Speakers urge govt

ST;\I-P C nmtumn'\.mw

Speakers at a book launching
ceremony yesterday urged the
chief adviser of the caretaker gov-
ernment to withdraw the state of
emergency and release Awami
League (AL) President Sheikh
Hasina immediately to keep
democracyon track.

The launching ceremony of the
book titled 'Dr Fakhruddin: Please
Balte Din' by Abdul Lauf Siddique,
a freedom fighter and an AL central
leader, was held at the National
Press Club in the capital

Speaking on the occasion, Prof
AAMS Arefin Siddique, former
president of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (Duta), said
the book i1s a real picture of the
time, and the writer has narrated
the things that are happening in
the country.

He said there was no provision
for the state of emergency in the
constitution of 1972.

“State of emergency is not at all
desirable in a democratic country,
and if the emergency period is
prolonged, it doesn't remain as
emergency anymore, he said,
alleging, “The state of emergency 1s
being misused inthe country.”

Prof Arefin said emergency is
one of the impediments to reforms
and it has become impossible for
political parties to bring reforms in
their parties due to emergency.

“We are moving backwards due to
the acuvities of the then BNP-led
" four-party alliance government,
caretaker government headed by
President lajuddin Ahmed, and the
present caretaker government,” he
said.

"A new type ol autocracy has
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(From leff) Writer Abdul Latif Siddique, Prof Anwar Hossain, Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique and Prof Muntasir Mamun hold the copies of a book titled
“Dr Fakhruddin: Please Balte Din" at a publication ceremony at the National

Press Club in the city yesterday.

started in the country, but we want
democracy and for this we should
be allowed to speak,” he added.

Prot Anwar Hossain, general
secretary of Duta, said the writer
in his book has showed the inter-
ference of the armed forces in the
country's politics and gover-
nance

“In a word, an intelligence
agency is now ruling the country,
but we did not liberate our country
to be ruled by this agency,” he
added.

Prof Anwar said the country is
now on the verge of destruction
and there is no alternative to wage
movement.

Presiding over the ceremony,

noted historian Prof Muntasir
Mamun said the writer has written
what the people except the ‘ap-
proved politician' wanted to say.

[tis now clear whois the agent of
whom and who is playing for
whom, he added.

Prof Muntasir said the country
is reeling under various crises
which are deepening dayby day.

“We cannot let the country
plunge into darkness as we
achieved independence by sacri-
ficing thousands of lives,” he
added.

Author Latif Siddique said
political parties are responsible for
present crises as they failed to meet
people's hopes and aspirations.

[isted criminal
shot dead

in city
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Nsted | urmun’tl Was ‘-‘«ltul dmd at
'h s _rgsidence At Banashri Uﬂdtf
Kh]ga)ﬁ Police Statidn’ iftheé iy
early hours of yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Mostafizur Rahman Sohel, 23, son
of AbuSalek of FBlockat Banashri.

Family members of the
deceased said Sohel had a CD and
VCD business in Savar.

Sheikh Mohammed Abu Zahid,
officer-in-charge of Khilgaon
Police Station, said Sohel was a
listed criminal and wanted in a
murder case and two extortion
cases. Several general diaries were
also filed against him.

Family members told police
that Sohel was shot at his residence
at 12:30am by a gang of unidenti-
fied criminals from outside the
house while he was strolling at the
balcony.

DU students damage
three buses

DU CORRESPONDENT

Residential students of two dormi-
tories of Dhaka University dam-
aged three passenger buses near

DU dev studies
deptt admission

test May 9

DU CORRESPONDENT

The admission test for Master of
Development Studies at Dhaka
University (DU) under academic
year 2008-09 will be held at
10:00am on May 9, says a press
release.

The examination will be held at
room no. 5002, 5014, 5020, 5030
and 4001 of Arts Building of the
university.

Bangabazar in the city last night
after a bus helper pushed a student
out of a bus while he was getting
down near his hall.

Students of Ekushéy Hall and
Fazlul Haq Hall went on the
rampage at around 10:30pm
after the student identified as
Liton, a resident student of
Ekushey Hall, suffered injuries in
his hand.

The agitated students also
forced a driver of one of the dam-
aged buses to drive his bus to
Ekushey hall premises.

Following the incident vehicu-
lar movement on the road from
High Court Crossing to
Bangabazar remained suspended
foran hour.

Later, Ekushey Hall provost,
police and leaders of bus owners
association resolved the problem
atameeting.

UK hopes for polls without emergency

FROM PAGE 1

is not possible, emergency should
be lifted to the maximum extent as
soon as possible.

He made the observations while
talking to reporters after separate
meetings with Awami League's
(AL) acting president Zillur
Rahman and BNP chairperson-
appointed secretary general
Khandaker Delwar Hossain.

During discussions with the UK
envoy, Zillur said his party would
not participate in any election
without its president while Delwar
said former prime ministers
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina
would have to be freed without
delay.

Anwar Choudhury said he
hopes there would be a free, fair
and credible election by this year-
end and Bangladesh will make a
step towards democracy by form-
ing a meaningful parliament.

He also observed that the
Election Commmission (EC) and the
Anti-Corruption Commission are
working in unison towards an
acceptable election according to
the electoral roadmap.

He declined to comment when
asked what if the two major politi-
cal parties opt not to take part in
the election without their heads.

He however said what is impor-
tant is that there should be a level
playing field so all political parties
can participate in the election
without having to suffer any dis-
crimination or disadvantages. “If
there is a level playing field, it is up
to playersto play.”

The UK envoy said he is pleased
to see “good progress being made
in some critical areas like prepara-
tion of the voter list, which should
be finished in July”.

Everyone should strive to take
the country towards a middle-
income nation by 2020, he added.

Coming out of Zillur's Gulshan
residence, Choudhury told report-
ers, “It was a farewell call. We've
discussed many things--the cur-

rent state of affairs, concerns and
hopes, and the forthcoming elec-
ton.”

The AL acting chief said he had
talked about his party's demands
at the 45-minute meeting that
beganat 11:00am.

"We've told him that first and
foremost we want release of Sheikh
Hasina. Our demands include
withdrawal of the state of emer-
gency, announcement of the elec-
tion date and an end to price spiral
ofessentals.”

Later, the Bangladesh-born
British high commissioner went to
meet Delwaratthelatter's Nam flat.

Talking about the meeting, the
senior BNP leader told reporters,
“We again said the two leaders
must be freed and allowed to take
part in the election to strengthen
democracy.”

He said people would not
acceptany stage-inanaged polls.

Besides, he said, the state of
emergency must be lifted to restore
the rights of political parties.

“The government is filing cases
to harass people while human rights
violations have become common-
place,” Delwar observed, adding
that those detained are deprived of
the treatment they are entitled to.

UNB, Dhadka
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No change in temperature likely

today.

LOMOorrow.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or
squally wind is likely at a few places over Rajshahi, Dhaka,
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over
Khulna and Barisal divisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-
try during the period, Met Office said.

Highest temperature 38.0 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayatRajshahiand lowest 22 2 degrees Celsius at Sayedpur.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:30pm today and rises at 5:20am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidityin

Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 35.0 25.4 64 63
Chittagong 31.4 22.5 73 78
Rajshahi 38.0 24.8 60 50
Khulna 36.5 24.7 72 58
Barisal 34.5 25.8 /8 78
Sylhet 31.9 23.7 74 62
Cox's Bazar 30.7 24.5 53 75
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US envoy calls
for protecting
intellectual
property rights

UNB, Dhaka
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US Ambassador James E Moriarty
has sald that Bangladesh should
care lor protecting intellectual
property rights (IPR) that are the
legal mechanisms to ensure that the
products people buy are genuine,

“Why should Bangladesh care
about protecting intellectual prop-
erty rights? Intellectual property
rights (IPR) are the legal mecha-
nisms - copyrights, patents and
trademarks - that ensure that the
products we buy are genuine,”
Moriarty said in an article made
available to press yesterday.

He warned that dangerous and
defective counterfeit products,
from counterfeit medication, to
toothpaste, to auto parts, put the
lives of consumers at risk, adding
that strong IPR system would
ensure that inventors and innova-
tors are rewarded for theirideas.

The envoy pointed out that IPR
protections foster an environment
in which creative and innovative
industries can thrive and contrib-
ute to economic development
worldwide.

Woman killed

by husband
over family feud

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

A woman was allegedly killed by
her husband in Narayanganj on
Sunday night.

It is alleged that Ali Miah, 28,
killed his wife Halima Begum, 24,
following a family feud and fled
away leaving the body of his wife at
ahospital at Fatullah.

Halima's elder brother Siddiqur
Rahman filed a case with the
Fatullah Police Station in this
regard accusing five people.

Officer-in-Charge of Fatullah PS
Bhuiyan Mahbub Hasan said at
first Ali said that Halima commit-
ted suicide.

But since he went into hiding, it

is alleged that she was killed, he
added.

Japan embassy,

JICA team meet
BSMRAUVC

A joint delegation of Embassy of
Japan and Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) Dhaka
office called on the vice-chancellor
and other high officials of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Agricultural University
(BSMRAU), Gazipur on Sunday,
says apressrelease,

The delegation discussed with
the vice chancellor and the officials
on the mutual interest of technical
cooperation for higher agricultural
education, research and develop-
ment of the university.

'Nirontor Antore'
unveiled

The publication ceremony of the
book titled “Nirontor Antore” by
late poet Hosne Ara Ahsan was held
on the premises of Ahsania Mission
Book Distribution House in the city
on Saturday, says a pressrelease.

Noted poet Nirmalendu Goon
unveiled the cover of the book.

Mika Ahsan, daughter of poet
Hosne AraAhsan, said atthe publica-
tion ceremony that the proceeds
from the sale of the book would be
spent for building Ahsania Mission
Cancer Hospital and for the treat-
ment of deprived children in the
society.
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Seminar

Government of Bangladesh and
ICDDR,B jointly organise a seminar on
'Emergency preparedness plan for the
management of diarrhoeal disease
outbreak’. Venue: Sasakawa
auditorium, ICDDR,B. Time: 2:00pm.

Lecture

United Nalions Association” of
Bangladesh (UNAB) will organise the
fifth 'Syed Ahmad Hossain Memorial
Lecture'. ‘Ambassador Muhammad
Zamir will deliver the lecture on investing
in the United Nations. Venue: Cirdap
Auditorium. Time; 5:30pm

Roundtable

Unnayan Shamunnay and Manusher
Jonno Foundation jointly organise a
roundtable on food security and budget.
Venue. National Press Club. Time:
10:00am.

Talk

Bangladesh Enterprise Insttute (BEI)
organises a talk on 'Bengal Divided: The
Unmaking of a Nation'. Venue: BEI
conference room. Time: 10:00am.

Rotary Dhaka

The regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka will be held. Venue: Sonargaon

———— _—

Hotel. Time: 5:30pm

METROPOLITAN /NEWS

INT'L DAY OF THE MIDWIEE

10,000 more midwives needed
to ensure safe motherhood

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Speakers at a seminar yesterday
sald the country needs 10,000 more
midwilery nurses to ensure safe
motherhood and to reduce mater-
nal and infant mortality across the
country.

The country observed the
International Day of the Midwife as
elsewhere across the globe with the
theme HL.illhy Families: The Key to
the Future,'

Bangladesh Nursing Council
organised the seminar in associa-
tion with UNFPA at the Engineers'
[nstitute auditorium in the city to
observe the day.

The speakers said though there
are 22,000 midwifery nurses in the
country, they are forced to remain
busy with multi services.

It is necessary to provide a six-
month extended training of mid-
wilery to the nurses who would be
able to perform as fulltime mid-
wives, theyadded.

Currently the nurses are being
providing with midwifery training
in the 4th year in their 4-year
diploma in nursing course. But
these midwifery nurses face various
problems in providing special cares
to mothers including anti-natal
care, as they have to concentrate on
other activities.

Ihey further said despite gov-
ernment’s various programmes to
ensure safe motherhood and to
reduce infant mortality, we are yet to
reach the millennium development
goals (MDG).

The MDG is set to increase the
rate of skilled birth attendants to 50
percent, whereas the rate is still 18
percent. In every 1.0 lakh live births,
some 320 mothers still die in the

country and the rate of infant mor-
tality under one year is 52 per thou-
sand live births, which should be
reduced from 14310 32,

Midwives can play an important
role in reducing maternal and infant
mortality by ensuring proper ser-
vices during pregnancy and delivery
period and Lﬁruugh anti-natal care,
they said.

While presenting a keynote
paper, Bangladesh Nursing Council
Registrar Begum Shamsun Nahar
said to ensure safe motherhood,
midwifery act is needed for better
midwiferyservice.

World Health Organisation
(WHO) Representative Dr
Duangvadee Sunkhobol said many
of the maternal deaths can be
avoided if we can ensure safe deliv-
ery.
Midwifery is a cornerstone of
safe motherhood. The government
should strengthen midwifery edu-
cation to ensure proper midwifery
service, as there is an acute shortage
of midwifery nurses in Bangladesh,
he added.

Spcakmg as special guest,
Director General of Directorate
General of Health Services (DGHS)
Prof Mohammad Abul Faiz said the
rate of maternal and child mortality
does not reduce as it was expected
despite government's various
initiatives.

He suggested to provide perfor-
mance-based incentives to the
healthcare providers in commu-
nity-level healthcare centres.

Health and Family Welfare
Ministry Joint Secretary Quamrun
Nahar Khanam spoke as the chief
guest while Director of Directorate
of Nursing Services Jahanara Begum
presided over the seminar.

Director General of Directorate
General of Famil Planning
Quamrun Nessa Khanum and

UNFPA Bangladesh Representative
PornchiSuchittaalso s 3

Awards were dlsmﬁwd among
the midwifery nurses for their out-

standing contribution at the semi-
nar.

Dhaka keen to
develop closer
economic ties
with Vienna

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury said Bangladesh is keen
to develop closer and deeper eco-
nomic relations with Austria as it
views the country as a close friend.

He said this when the visiting
Austrian Ambassador Ferdinand
Maultaschl, who is based in New
Delhi, called on him at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs yesterday.

The ambassador presented his
credentials earlier yesterday, says a
pressrelease.

The adviser also raised the mat-
ter of possible Austrian assistance in
teaching German language in
Bangladesh.

The Ambassador said it might be
possible to provide such support.

Later the adviser told the media
that Bangladesh has very close ties
with the EU of which Austria is a key
member. “We also collaborate at the
UN and Vienna host several UN
agencies”, headded.

Baghaichhari arson pre-planned

FROM PAGE 16

indigenous people from the area to
make way for new Bangalee settle-
ments,” said Robayet Ferdous, a
teacher of mass communications
and journalism at Dhaka
University, while reading out a
written statement at the confer-
ence.

At the conference, the citizens'
group said in Sajek they wvisited
eight villages, Nursery Para, Dane
Bhaibachhara, Bame
Bhaibachhara, Purbaopara,
Balughatpara, Retkaba, MSF Para.
and Gangarammukh, where most
of the houses that were gutted
belonged to indigenous people
while only a few burnt houses
belonged to Bangalee settlers, and
the government has yet to take an
accountofthe damage.

They said, tension started to
mount in Sajek since the Bangalee
settlers started building new
houses in Chakma villages just a
couple of months ago. Quoting
local indigenous people, the writ-
ten statement said the attackers,

i +#Mous residents wi

who were speaking Bangla, first
looted all furniture and other valu-
ables in the houses and then set fire
to them.

Some Bangalee settlers in

Gangarammukh village even did

not flinch to destroy a Buddhist
temple, Bonobihar Kuthir, to build
new houses for themselves, the
news conferencealleged.

Some Bangalee settlers there
have been threateninglocal indige-
a:sun attacks,

theftHouses, if

exo
“zens' group said quoting lu
indigenous residents.

They also said the Bangalee
settlers there are very poor and
depend on government provided
rations.

"In Bhaibachhara village we saw
a house in between two Chakma
houses. The house of Bangalee
settler Anawar Hossain was not
burnt while the Chakma houses
were gutted,” said Robayet
Ferdous.

In most of the villages all houses

dus into the furest(gﬂg bﬁ! r ‘mtwlxﬂm%:’ggdeg”

of the indigenous people were
gutted while the houses of settlers
were not, with only a few excep-
tions, the visitors noted.

"But the Bangalee victims said
local indigenous people did not set
fire to their houses,” Robayet said
reading out the written speech.

At the news conference the
citizens' group demanded forma-
tion of a divisional probe commit-
tee and pubhcatmn of the report.

wife and a dau
killed after their car plunged into
the Padma at Maowa ferryghat on

, Lbey, also (demznyg .gpﬁping

rorebi

Tracts Land Commission to resolve
land disputes in the area.

They also demanded release of
three indigenous youths who have
been detained in the army camp
since the attack.

Human rights activist Barrister
Sarah Hossain, Gono Forum leader
Pankaj Bhattachariaya, and jour-
nalist Shameema Binte Rahman
were also among the visitors, who
were present at the news confer-
encetoo.

Architect
Rezaul, wife,
daughter
laid to rest

Architect Rezaul Karim and his

ghter, who were

Friday, were laid to rest at

Azimpur Graveyard in the city

yesterday.

The bodies were recovered the
following day but were kept at
Dhaka Combined Military Hnspnal
(CMH) morgue to let their relatives
staying abroad pay their last
respect.

The first namaz-e-janaza was
held at Nurjahan Road Mosque on
Saturday while the second one was
held at Buet Architecture depart-
mentyesterday.

Rezaul was an ex-student of
NGFF School in Sylhet.

NGFF School Alumni
Association (NGFFSAA) will organ-
iIse a condolence meeting at
10:00am at WVA auditorium in the
cityon Friday.

Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
meeting and pray for salvation of
the departed souls.

Obituary

Dr Md
Shahidullah,
lifetime mem-
ber of
Bangladesh
Private Medical
Practitioners
Association
(BPMPA),
passed away due to a cardiac arrest
on Saturday, says a pressrelease.

In a condolence message secre-
tary general of BPMPA expressed
shock at the death and prayed for

salvation ofthe departed soul. -

Jamila Khatun

Jamila Khatun, mother of Alamgir
Kabir, joint secretary of Bangladesh
Hockey Federation, passed away
due to kidney complications at a
city hospital yesterday, says a press
release.

Bangladesh Hockey Federation
president and executive commit-
tee members expressed deep shock
at her death and prayed for salva-
tion of the departed soul.

No more new gas connections for Ctg

FROM PAGE 16

“It's a shocking news for us that the
government will not give new
industrial gas connections.”

“We are talking about a $20
billion export, industrialisation
and artracting more foreign invest-
ment. How will we achieve the
target if the new industrialisation
process is discouraged by the
government?” he said.

The FBCCI on behalf of the
country's businesses will form a
committee immediately regarding
the decision of not giving new gas
connections and submit areport to
the government, Annisul Haqg said.

At the seminar, Tamim also said
that domestic use of gas should be
limited and no new areas should
come under the gas network.

Referring to the popular
thought -- 'Bangladesh is floating
on gas,' Tamim said that it is not
correct. “But it does not mean the
country has no gas. We have to find

and explore gas,” he said.

The special assistant to the CA
said that Tk 2000 crore has been
given to Bapex so that it can
become an independent body
within the next seven years. “The
ownership will remain with the
government and the Bapex will
maintain the management,” he
said.

Tamim said the government has
also decided to buy gas from
Begumganj gas field at a price of Tk
110 per unit. “Although the Bapex
proposed to sell gas at Tk 210 per
unit, we fixed it at Tk 110,” he said,
adding that the government also
proposed the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) to waive the Bapex
from giving supplementary duty,
value added tax and other taxes.

Commenting on the draft
energy policy, he said there is a
fundamental mistake in the policy
as it is not clear whether the

domestic energy will be used for
household work leading to eco-
nomic development or for revenue
income and thus to economic
development.

“My personal opinion is that the
domestic energy should be used for
domestic requirements and thus
do the economic development,” he
said.

Talking about the power sector,
Tamim said some 150MW to
200MW power would be added to
the national grid by the early week
of nextmonth, as the currentirriga-
tion period will be ended within
next week.

The government has decided to
open the power distribution sys-
tem to the private sector that is so
far being controlled by the state-
run companies, he said.

Presently, the private sector is
involved with power generation
only, while the government does

the distribution and transmission.

Replying to queries on immedi-
ate steps for mitigating the erratic
gas and power supply raised by the
businessmen, Tamim said conser-
vation and efficiency enhance-
ment are the only measures to deal
with the problem.

“In long-term basis, we have to
focus on coal use. We also have to
focus on nuclear power plant, as

the fossil fuel will disappear. Itisa_

good news that we have already
started works on setting up a
600MW to 700MW nuclear power
plant,” he added.

At the seminar organised by the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI), Rezwan Khan of
United Intermational University
presented a keynote paper, while
Power Secretary Fouzul Kabir Khan
also spoke.

Death-traps on roads

FROM PAGE 1

number of passengersin a trip, how
will I earn my targeted income? |
must make over Tk 1,800 a day, or |
will have to pay the bus owner from
my pocket,"” says abus driver.

"Things will automatically
improve if we are not asked to
achieve a minimum daily target
and are paid on salary basis," he
observes.

"A salary structure is already in
effect for some operators such as
Bikalpa Paribahan that runs
between Pallabi and Motijheel and
United Paribahan that runs on
Pallabi- Sadarghatroute.”

Bikalpa Paribahan pays a driver
Tk 150 for every return trip while
United Tk 100. These bus services
collect passengers only from speci-
fied stoppages without stopping
elsewhere.

DRIVERS DON'T KNOW RULES
Police and Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA) offi-
cials say most of the drivers don't
know the necessary traffic rules.
‘They even don't know the mean-
ing of most of the traffic signs,” says
a police official.

Police say 54 cases were filed
with different stations in connec-
tion with road accidents in Dhaka

metropolis in February. The office
of Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) commissioner yesterday
said they have so far received state-
ments of 45 cases, which show 29
people were killed, 14 received
serious injuries and two other
sustained minor wounds.

Police officials however admit
that the recorded number is much
less than the actual accidents as in
most cases, except severe, the
victims and bus operators settle the
matter themselves.

UNFIT BUSES UNCHALLENGED
Badly damaged bodies of many city
service buses and taxicabs demon-
strate how frequent the vehicles
knock each other. Pieces of shat-
tered glass are often found littering
the road, exemplifying how fre-
quent accidents are taking place.

A large number of city service
buses are unfit, but many of those
are running with fitness certificates
bribing a section of corrupt BRTA
officials. Most of these vehicles
even don't have essential indica-
tors and horn in order, but police
say those have fitness certificates
from BRTA.

These unfit vehicles are running
under the nose of traffic cops, but it
seems they are tired of taking action.

Asked whether traffic sergeants’
ill practice of making quick bucks is
reduced, a bus owner wishing ano-
nymity said now they first seize blue
books or driving licence and then
ask the driver to contacthim “later”.

Police say they have beefed up
their vigilance, but the situation
has not improved due to lack of
awareness among drivers and
pedestrians.

City traffic police chief Jasim
Uddin said the number of cases
being filed now is more than any
other times in the past. They have
even filed 2,000 cases on a single
day, which is a record, but viola-
tions continue, he added.

He claimed filing of such a
number of cases suggests police
are actively doing theirjob.

BRTA Chairman Sunil Kant
Bose said the drivers and bus own-
ers reserve 30 percent of their day's
income for fines every day. So they
target 30 percent extra income just
to pay for violating rules.

He said the government has
taken an initiative to enact the
Motor Vehicle Ordinance, 2007
increasing the existing minimum
fine of Tk 50 to Tk 500 and the high-
estfine to Tk 10,000 from Tk 5,000.

"Now cases are being filed for

traffic rule violations, but it is not
acting as a deterrent to the \nula-
tions as the fine is minimal,”

told The Daily Star.

Police and BRTA officials say
reckless driving by truck drivers at
night, lack of valid licence, over-
loading, and poor knowledge of
traffic rules are contributing to
both road accidents and traffic
congeston.

They also suggest that the gov-
ernment set up modern equip-
ment to instantly check fitness to
bring the violators to book.

The BRTA statistics until 2006
says 3,669 buses run on 96 routes in
the city, while 1,097 other buses on
26 suburban routes. Besides, 1,591
human haulers are also operating
on 47 routes in the metropolis.

A latest World Bank study under
Air Quality Monitoring Project says
Dhaka has a bus, minibus and
human hauler fleet of 5,527, which
runs in a network of 200km.

With 103 bus-minibus and 38
human hauler routes, the service in
this small network is very intensive,
the report says. Bus being the only
mode of mass transit available in
Dhaka carries about 1.9 million
passengers every day.
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