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Meanwhile, shops and factories of
the area remained closed yesterday.
Traders of the area threatened to go
for tougher actions if the pontoons
were not removed. They said they
would not open their trading houses
unless the jetty was reopened.

A three-member committee has
been formed to investigate the inci-
dents, said Mahbubul Alam, director
(port and transport) of Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA).

Local businessmen said around
10,000 garment shops at Simpson
Road Masjid of South Keraniganj
depend mainlyon shoppers from the
capital. They claimed closure of the
mooring would affect their busi-
nesses since it would mean hassles
for those who come to their markets
using the lone pier (gudaraghat).

Witnesses said local shop owners
and workers flew into a rage as soon
as they found out that BIWTA had
closed the Simpson Road Masjid
Ghat on the other side and set up
three pontoons in its place early
yesterday.

Police said around 30,000 dem-
onstrators massed on the riverbank
opposite Sadarghat by 9:30am. Soon
they began throwing projectiles at
thelaunches moored nearby:

At one stage, hundreds of them
went on the rampage through the
vessels. They set fire to two triple-
deckersMV Obhijan-3 and MV Riaz-
£}

Firefighters and coastguards
rushed to the scene immediately and

tried to douse the flames. But they
could do little as the demonstrators
kept pelting them with stones.

“A large group of demonstrators
got onto my launch and beat me up
along with 12 others including five
ansars on board," said Abul Kalam
Azad, masterof MV Obhijan-3,

Talking to The Daily Star last
night, he said he and five of his staff
dived into the river while the ansars
were confined to the launch for
aboutan hour.

Fearing attacks, agood number of
launches opted to anchor far off the
terminal.

Around 100 policemen were
deployed in the area by 10:00am, but
they stood as mere onlookers in the
face of violent protest by such a
mammuoth crowd.

Launch owners have accused the
law enforcers ofinacuon.

Superintendent of, Police in
Dhaka Mahbubur Rahman said had
they resorted to tough measures
there would have been loss of life and
serious injuries.

South Keraniganj police early
today told The Daily Star that a case
was being lodged in this regard
accusing 20,000 to 30,000 unknown
people.

Tensions eased at around
11:30am after BIWTA officials had
contacted the business leaders over
phone and assured them of remov-
ing the pontoonssetup overnight.

Later, another group of
firefighters reached the scene and
brought the fire under control at
around 1:00pm.

BCL leader Roton
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Health Economics at Dhaka
University (DU), and five other
BCL leaders on January 16 last
year from the central playground
area on the DU campus. Roton
had been detained in Dhaka
Central Jail until being trans-
ferred to Mymensingh Jail on
April 29 this year.

Rafiqul Islam, superintendent
of police in Mymensingh, said
Roton was arrested again under
the Emergency Power Rules 2007.

Roton's family members
alleged that due to Roton's
involvement with BCL, the stu-
dent wing of Awami League, the
authorities have been holding
him in detention for over 15

_months under the EPR without

any proven allegation. :

On January 17, 2007, he was
shown arrested by Shahbagh
police under the EPR. He was sent
to the Dhaka Central Jail the same
day.

On April 2 the same year, the
High Court (HC) declared his
detention illegal, but later the
Appellate Division stayed the
judgment. On November 7, the
Advisory Board of the HC
released the five other leaders
who were arrested with Roton.
However, the board gave another
three months’ detention to him.
The same board on January 24
extended the BCL leader's deten-
tion for an additional three
months.

Roton's father Absar Uddin
Haider Chowdhury, assistant
controller of examinations at DU,
demanded unconditional release
of his son on humanitarian
grounds as Roton's health condi-
tion seriously deteriorated in
detention.

His father also raised the ques-
tion how Roton could violate the

EPR when he was arrested only
five days into the promulgation of
State of Emergency on January
11,2007.

In a joint statement, BCL
central President Mahmud Hasan
Ripon and its Acting General
Secretary Syed Abul Kalam Azad,
Dhaka metropolitan (south) BCL
President Mamunur Rashid
Shuvro and General Secretary
Golam Sarwar Kabir, and DU unit
President Sohel Rana Tipu and
General Secretary Sazzad Sakib
Badsha protested the fresh arrest
of Roton and demanded his imme-
diate release.

Threatening to announce
tougher programmes for the
release of its general secretary,
the BCL statement, issued by
Office Secretary Nasim AL Momin
Rupok, said the government
arrested Roton on political
grounds only and violated his
human rights.

Capsules seized
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NGOs have been trying to import it
to help heroin addicts recover.”

"As adrug, it is far more power-
ful than heroin,” he said adding,
"Methamphetamine is an ingredi-
entofYaba.”

The narcotic substances were
brought in by US citizen
Zebunnessa, 65, in five luggages.
Zebunnessa, who is of Bangladesh
origin, managed to escape arrest
after arriving from Kuwait on a
Kuwait Airways flight.

Neyamul Islam said, "All the
capsules were without labels and
each contained 1.12 grams to 1.28
grams of narcotic substances.”

Police and intelligence agencies
are now trying to hunt down
Zebunnessa, sources said.

Hasina firm to run
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“No one except Allah and the peo-
ple of Bangladesh has the authority
to decide whether I will participate
in the election or not. The people
will decide whether [ am a corrupt
ornot,” Hasinasaid.

"A non-elected government's
holding power for a long time
cannot yield any good result for a
country. Only an elected and demo-
cratic government can deal with
the problems the country is facing

- now,” shesaid.

"When votes had to be
recounted in the SCBA election on

~ allegations of rigging, how can we

expect that the parliamentary
election would be transparent and
neutral? The people must be care-
ful to ensure a transparent and
neutral election,” Hasina told her
lawryers.

She said setting up of courts one
after another on the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban premises is an ominous
sign.

On food crisis, she said, “There
have been reports that people
failing to get food are committing
suicide in some places in the coun-
tryanditcannotbe tolerated.”

Regarding the MiG-29 case
Hasina said, "It is being said that I
have committed the offence. Then
release the others and tryonlyme.”

The court sat around 9:45am
yesterday with six accused present
in the dock.

Former army chief Mustafizur

's lawyer submitted a time

Ppetition on grounds of his client’s

llness. This ensued an argument
- With the prosecution lawyers.

- The prosecution expressed

Suspicion if Mustafizur is reallv ill

I.

and requested the court to cancel
his bail to make it clear. They
argued that an accused does not
need to be present before a court
always when they have lawyers to
represent them.

The defence complained that
the prosecution was trying to
misguide the court to get
Mustafizur's bail order cancelled
and issue a warrant of arrest
against the ailing accused.

"The court cannot issue an
arrest warrant against Mustafizur
as he got the bail from higher
court,” thedefence said.

Earlier on April 27, Judge Golam
Mortoza Majumder suspended the
hearing of the case as Mustafizur's
lawyer declined to present his
submission in his absence.

The hearing on charge framing
was supposed to begin on April 20,
but the court called a recess until
April 27 as Hasina could not be
produced because ofherillness.

The other accused in the case
are former Air Force chief
Jamaluddin Ahmed, Air
Commodore (retd) Mirza Akhter
Maruf, former joint secretary
Mohammad Hossain Serniabat,
former defence secretary Syed
Yusuf Hossain and Managing
Director of Unique Group NurAli.

Names of Brig Gen (retd)
Iftekhar-Ul-Bashar and former
deputy secretary Hasan Mahmood
Delwar were dropped from the
charge sheet forlackofevidence.

Names of Mustafizur Rahman,
Mirza Akhter Maruf, Hossain
Serniabat and Nur Ali were
included after investigators found
evidence of their involvernent in
the alleged scam.

Lankan battles
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bomber in April 2006, told the

military commanders that secu-
rity forces killed 5,000 Tiger cadres
last year, the Sunday Times said.
The military had earlier esti-
mated the Tigers' strength
between 3,000 and 5,000 combat-
ants and announced at the start of

2008 that they would be able to
wipe out the rebels within six

months.

According to the military,
fighting since January 2008 killed
3,359 rebels and 246 soldiers died
during the same period. The figure
comes on top of military claims
that 2,752 Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) cadres were
killed in 2007, which would total
6,111 rebels dead in the past 16

months.
Fighting has escalated along

the northern front lines since the
government withdrew from a
long-ignored ceasefire in January.

The Tamil Tigers have been
fighting since 1983 for an inde-
pendent homeland for minority
ethnic Tamils, who have been

marginalized for decades by gov-
ernments dominated by the
Sinhalese majority. More than
70,000 people have been killed in

the fighting.
Amini
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Muhiuddin Khan, senior vice-
president of a faction of Islami
Oikkya Jote, said that his faction
was ready to sacrifice anything to
press for their demands.

[LIC will hold seminars and
meetings at district headquarters

to mobilise public support against
the NWDP.

Storm kills 2
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Hospital where he succumbed to

his wounds.

The stormm damaged standing
crops on vast tracts of land. Power
supplywasalso disru]iated for hours
in the district following the
nor wester.

Meanwhile, Zarina Begum was
killed and 10 others were injured as
a nor'wester battered Magura at
about8:00pm.

About 500 houses and standing
crops on vast tracts of land were
damaged in the storm.

Another cyclone
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meeting of experts at the met
office.

The cyclone in the Bay, if
formed, would be named abc, from
a panel of code names selected for
the Bay of Bengal cyclones of this
year, senior meteorologist and
cyclone expert Sujit Kumar Dev
Sharmatold BSS.

Two to three moderate to severe
heat waves (38-42 degrees Celsius)
may rage over the northern and
central regions, the monthly
weather forecast said adding that
some other parts of the country
may experience mild to moderate
heatwaves (36-40 degrees Celsius).

This month's rainfall is likely to
be 10 to 20 percent in excess of
average rainfall.

Although the forecast for April
had said the rainfall would be 10
percent higher than average, it
was actually 78 percent less than
the normal average precipita-
tions.

The reason behind this was the
absence of mating of westerly and
easterly pressures over
Bangladesh, experts said.

BTTB
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on May 9, 2007 and November 30,
2007 respectively.

So far, 126 UN member states
have signed the UN Convention
and 20 countries ratified the
convention while optional proto-
col of the convention was signed
by 71 members and ratified by 13.

The meeting approved the
BTITB (Amendment) Ordinance
2008 amending some sections of
the Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board Ordinance
139739. It also okayed
Memorandum of Association and
Articles of Association.

As per the new ordinance, all
types of property of the BTTB will
be transferred to a public limited
company under provision of the
Companies Act. There is also
provision for transfer of the sub-
marine cable and land station of
the phone board to the public
limited companyin the making.

BTTB will be abolished after
the transfer of all its properties to
the up-and-coming company.
The amended law provides for
absorbing all officials and
employees of the BTTB in the jobs
under the limited company as per
conditions of an agreement to be
signed with the public limited
company.

A proposal foramending some
sections of the Town
Improvement Act 1953 to bring
dynamism in the management of
the Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) through

necessary overhauling was also
placed before the council meet-
ing. The meeting sent it back for
further examination,

Members of the advisory
council attended the meeting at
the CA's office. Cabinet secretary,
CA's press secretary and secretar-

les concerned were also present.
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Chittagong Port
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them over a list of undelivered con-

tainers.

However, after the 30-day period
is over, failure to swiftly auction off
the perishable food items causes the
foods to either spoil or exceed the
date ofsafe consumption.

A complicated auction procedure
coupled with lack of adequate
trained human resources and
absence of coordination among the
government authorities concerned
are to blame for the huge waste of the
valuable commodities, observed
experts.

The failure in conducting the
auctions is also causing the govern-
mentto mcurahu:jge loss in potential
revenues, they said.

Containers being held up for a
long time by the Bangladeshi
importers is also causing heavy
losses to foreign shipping lines and as
a result, many foreign shipping lines
are now reluctant in renting out their
containers to Bangladeshi import-
ers, said a few importers adding that
the situation is hurting the country’s
image.

The situation would not turn so
bad if a few commercial banks did
not entertain the dishonest practice
of 'under or over-invoicing’ when
opening letters of credit (LC) for
importing goods, alleged an
importer.

Goods imported through unethi-
cal means are often left unclaimed at
the port, theimporteralsosaid.

However, a few importers denied
deliberate delays in claiming their
goods at the port and claimed that
the unavailability of warehouses
suitable for preserving perishable
food items is the main reason behind
theirdelaysin claim.

Margub Ahmed, commissioner
(export) of Chittagong Customs
Authority, said, "In most of the cases,
the dates of perishable items get
expired or these items get damaged
before being put on auctions due to
the delays caused by writ petitions
filed byimporters.”

Sometimes the delay in handing
over the removal list by the port
authorities results in delays in the
auction process, he added.

However, he did not want to
blame the port authorities as they
have only one person to prepare the
removal list.

S K Gosh, senior vice chairman of
Bangladesh Shipping Agents
Association (BSAA), said, the delay in
auction and the long process of
container clearance at Chittagong
Port causes aloss of around Tk 1 lakh
oneach container.

When a container is held up at a
port for a year, a shipping line on
average incurs a loss of $1,095 in
rentals, he said adding that on top of
that, a shipping agent now spends
around Tk 1,000 to dispose of the
expired food items from each
unclaimed container.

Urging the authorities concerned
to simplify the auctioning process,
he thanked the joint forces for taking
the initiative to clear the containers
from the Chittagong Port. Otherwise,
they would have to spend between
Tk 20,000 and Tk 25,000 on goods
disposal from each container, he
said.

Hunger strike
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Metropolitan Police (DMP)

imposed a ban on the AL's
announced programme terming it
'illegal’ under the Emergency
Power Rules 2007.

The AL had planned to stage the
hunger strike in all districts across
the country and all thanas in the
capital previously.

Central AL leaderships, mem-
bers of the party's advisory council,
assistant secretaries of the central
sub-committees, leaders of Mohila
AL and Jubo Mohila League will
gather at Hasina's political office in
Dhanmondi while leaders of AL
Dhaka city unit and other front
organisations will assemble at the
party central office on
BangabandhuAvenue.

AL chief's political secretary
Saber Hossain Chowdhury, also an
organising secretary of the party,
told The Daily Star that they would
reach the Dhanmondi office before
10:00am and start the programme
through addressing the gathering.

Meanwhile, AL and its different
front organisations have com-
pleted preparations to observe the
programme.

“We have asked our thana and
ward unit leaders to bring limited
number of party men as we won't
be able to accommodate a large
number of people within the
offices and there is no permission
to observe the programme on the
street,” said AL Dhaka City unit
Acting General Secretary Qamrul
Islam.

AL Acting President Zillur
Rahman and Acting General
Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam in a
statement urged all to make the
pProgramine a success.

Alleges Delwar
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Talking to reporters at his Nam flat,

he said running the country by laws
formulated at will with the state of
emergency in force is anything but
consistentwith the constitution.

“Besides, it is extra-
constitutional for a non-elected
government to have laws promul-
gated by the president taking
advantage of the present circum-
stances,” he observed.

He said the military-backed
interim administration is seeking
to form "a rubber-stamp parlia-
ment by having its favoured candi-
dates elected through farcical
polls”.

Criticising the Election
Commission (EC) for delimitation
of parliamentary constituencies,
he said it is deliberate and unlaw-
ful, and it would add to the uncer-
tainty over holding of the national
election.

"Only a parliament can reduce
or increase the number or size of
the constituencies,” he said, add-
ing that when preparations for the
election have yet to be completed,
new complications have been
created in the name of redrawing

the boundaries of constituencies.

The BNP leader maintained that
a free and fair election is not possi-
ble under the present chief election
commissioner (CEC).

He said numerous cases would
be filed against demarcation of the
parliamentary seats and those
would hinder the electoral
roadmap.

Demanding release of all politi-
cal leaders including Khaleda Zia
and Sheikh Hasina, Delwar asked
the government to create an atmo-
sphere congenial to election by

lifting the state of emergency imme-

diately.

The caretaker government
should move to hold the parlia-
mentary election without delay
and hand over power to elected
representatives to overcome the
prevailing crises, he continued.

“The present government has
no right to make policy decisions or
sign international treaties.”

Among others, BNP standing
committee member RA Gani, Joint
Secretary General Selima Rahman
and acting office secretary Rizwvi
Ahmed were present.

CA tells new US envoy
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discussed during the meeting. The
chief adviser told the US ambassa-
dor that a series of meetings had
been held between the advisers
and different political parties. He
got feedback of the talks as the
advisers submitted him a report on
the outcome of the pre-dialogue
talks, he said.

Fakhruddin told the envoy that
he would address the nation soon
after discussing the report submit-
ted by the advisers.

Moriarty said the US govern-
mentis fully supportive to the steps
taken by the caretaker government
and the Election Commission (EC)
and also the electoral road map.

“The support will continue,” he
said, adding that the US is looking
forward to a free, fair and credible
election in Bangladesh.

Fakhruddin said the EC is going
ahead with its road map and it held
talks with political parties on
reforms of electoral rules. It would
place recommendations on the
electoral rules.

He said the government wants
to hold all the future elections, not
only the next election, with a high
standard.

The CA said preparing voter list
involving 80 million voters with
photographs in a short time is a
gigantic task, which is going to be
accomplished successfully.

Terming the reforms done by
the caretaker government under
Fakhruddin's leadership impres-
sive, the US Ambassador apprised

the chief adviser of additional
financial support of $10 million
under the food programme for the
Sidr-affected people.

Thanking for the US support,
the chief adviser said the govern-
ment would try to utilise it prop-
erly.

Referring to US President
Bush's global food aid worth $770
million, he hoped that Bangladesh
would be considered for the
programime.

On food and grains, the CA said
despite natural calamities, farmers
in the country have been able to
secure bumper production of
paddy, potato, wheat and maize.

He said the government would
build up a higher level of food
security to cope with any shortage
of food. Procurement of food items
and grains will continue to this
end.

The US ambassador said food
security is essential in the present
context of global food situation.

The CA hoped that the bilateral
relations between Bangladesh and
the United States would assume a
new dimension during the tenure
of the newambassador.

He said the relations between
the two countries are based on a
strong foundation. USA is a big
investor in Bangladesh and also a
major destination of Bangladesh's
exports,

Secretary to the CA's office Kazi
Aminul Islam and CA's Press
Secretary Syed Fahim Munaim
were also present.

Iraqi first lady
unharmed
after bombing

AP, Baghdad

A bomb hit a motorcade carrying
Iraq's first lady through Baghdad
yesterday, while the US military said
a roadside explosion killed four
Marines in the deadliest attack in
western Anbar province in months.

The motorcade bombing in
Baghdad's Karrada district injured
four of Hiro Ibrahim Ahmed's body-
guards but left her unharmed,
according to the office of her hus-
band, PresidentJalal Talabani.

She was headed to the city's
central National Theater to attend a
cultural festival when the attack
occurred just before noon, said the
presidential office. It was unclear if
she was the target or if the bombing
wasrandom.

The four Marines were killed in
Anbar province on Friday, but no
other details of the incident were
released.

Anbar was once a stronghold for
insurgents battling against U.S.
forces. But in the past year the vast
desert province has largely been
calmed with the rise of the
Awakening Council movement
Sunni fighters who now turn their
guns on al-Qaida instead of U.S.
forces.

Biman flight
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emergency workers evacuated the

passengers fromthe plane.

An Emirates flight heading for
Dhaka had to be diverted to Kolkata
and several flights were delayed as
the incident halted ZIA for two and a
halfhours.

Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB) and Biman
Bangladesh Airlines Ltd formed two
separate enquiry committees in this
regard.

"Everything was normal... the
aircraft landed safely but the pilot
lost control trying to moved the
aircraft onto the taxiway from the
runway,” a Biman official told The
DailyStarlastnight.

“The aircraft left the taxiway and
went onto the soft ground stopping
about five tosevenfeetawayfromthe
taxiway,” CAAB Chairman Sakeb
Igbal Khan Majlis told The Daily Star.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
formed a seven-member probe
committee headed by its Director
(customerservice) M Aminul Hug.

CAAB formed a three-member
committee headed by Wing
Commander (flight safety) Kamrul
Hasan.

“The passengers were unharmed
and there was no damage to the

| aircraft as its speed was very low," a

Biman official said.

Murdered kid
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Locals, however, said the murder-
erslivein the area.

Ramna police on Thursday after-
noon recovered the decomposed
bodies of Jewel, son of rickshaw-
puller Alaluddin, and Biplob, son of
car driver Siddique Sheikh, from an
abandoned house at Noyatola about
akilometre off theirhouses.

Locals alleged that criminals
use the tin-shed house that was
abandoned about two and a half
years back.

Rajib secures
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a meeting later this year, Rajib will
join Niaz Murshed, Ziaur Rahman,
Reefat and Abdullah Al Rakib in the
local elite club.

Rajib won his first norm during
the 2002 Chess Olympiad in
Slovenia and secured the second
norm in Abu Dhabi last year during
a GM tournament.

Rajib's highlight of a long career
was reaching the second round of
the World Chess Cup in Russia in
November 2007 when he upset
world No 19 Pavel Eljanov of
Ukraine in the firstround.

UN members

FROM PAGE 16

counsellor of Permanent Mission of
Bangladesh to the UN, said, "In
Bangladesh, we have some tribal
peoples. The tribal communities are
accorded various special privileges
in order to enable themselves to
attain sustainable development.
These include fiscal, educationaland
social privileges and benefits. The
CHT Peace Accord was signed to
continue government's efforts to
ensure their political, social, educa-
tional and economic rights. Various
agencies including the UNDPF, Unicef
and ADB are implementing develop-
mentprojectsin the region.”

In the evening, the indigenous
delegates from Bangladesh met Rev
Seamus P Finn, OMI, director of
Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation Office based in Washington
DC, and discussed human rights
situationin Bangladesh.

UN General Assembly President
Srgjan Kerim said, "Indigenous
peoples are affected in a dispropor-
tionate manner by high level of
poverty and extreme poverty as well
as the lack of access to health ser-
vices."

At the closing session, it was
decided that economic and social
development, indigenous women
and second international decade of
the world's indigenous peoples, and
Artic region be the focus of next
year's session while implementation
of the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples become a
permanent item on the forum's
agenda.
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after the adjustment the petroleumn

products need subsidy due to price
increase in the international mar-
ket," saysa BPC official.

The government also plans to
raise the funds for the safety net
programmes for the poor to Tk 9,000
crore. The revised budget of the
current fiscal year allocated around
Tk 3,700 crore for this purpose.

The expansion of the safety net
programme funds will be to the tune
ofaround 1 percentofthe GDP (gross
domestic product) compared to the
lastbudget, sources say.

The government hopes the
expansion will secure new employ-
ment to 20 lakh poor people, who will
receive cash payments for undertak-
ing local publicwork projects. .

Besides, the government is work-
ing towards creating work opportu-
nities for the poor for at least nine
months in a year. The next budget
may allocate Tk 2,000 crore for this
purpose, the sources add.

Turning to the safety net
programmes, the finance ministry
sources say the size of existing
programmes like Food For Work
(FFW), Vulnerable Group Feeding
(VGF), Vulnerable Group
Development (VGD), Test Relief (TR)
and Open Market Sales (OMS) will be
expanded so thatmore people canbe
benefited.

The government will allocate
around 24 lakh tonnes of rice against
the safety net programmes, which is
16 lakh tonnes in the current fiscal
year, theysay.

The government is going to
increase the salaries of its employees
by around 20 percent in the next
fiscal year considering the price hike
ofessentials.

"Preliminary estimation shows
the government willhave to spend Tk
3,210 crore in addition to its current

Big budget planned

spending in the next budget to
increase salaries of public sector
employees,” a finance ministry
official told The Daily Star.

The current budget has allocated
Tk 13,510 crore for the pay and allow-
ances of government employees and
it would be increased to Tk 16,720
crore in next budget.

The plan to increase the salaries
can be seen as a result of the recent
price hike of food and other com-
modities, which has subsequently
raised the overall living expenses.

On increased payment of interest,
sources say the government expen-
diture for payment against loans is
going to reach Tk 12,910 crore in the
next fiscal from the current spending
of Tk 10,790 crore.

Eighty-seven percent of the
spending against payment interest
would be fordomestic loans.

As of June 2007, total outstanding
loan of Bangladesh stands at Tk
230,800 crore. Of the amount,
domestic debt is Tk 88,000 crore and
foreigndebtisTk 142,800 crore.

"Interest rate of domestic loans is
higher than the foreign loans. That's
why we will have to spend a huge
money though amount of domestic
debt is small in comparison to the
foreign loans,” said a finance minis-
tryofficial.

About the Annual Development
Programme (ADP) spending in the
next fiscal, sources say shifting from
the usual trend of increasing the ADP
allocation, the plan is to lower the
budget and keep it in a realistic iig-
ure.

The next fiscal may allocate Tk
25,000 crore for the ADP,. which is Tk
1,500 crore less than the original
allocation of the currentbudget.

The planning ministry officials
say in the first nine months of the
current fiscal only 36 percent of the
original ADP has beenimplemented.

351 killed
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before a crucial referendum on its
new constitution -- the first polling
in Myanmar since general elec-
tions in 1990.

The coastal area of Ayeyawaddy
appears worst hit by the natural
disaster, but Yangon was also bat-
tered.

Traffic lights, billboards and
street lamps littered the roads after
being knocked over by strong
winds.

Trees in the leafy city were
uprooted, crushing buildings and
cars, while water pipes were also
cut, forcing people out onto the
streets with buckets to try and buy
water from the few shops that
remained open.

Roofs of houses have been torn
away, while only a few taxis and
buses -- which tripled their fares --
braved the debris-clogged streets
onSunday.

The information ministry offi-
cial said seven empty boats had
sunk in the country's main port,
while Yangon's international air-
portwas closed.

State media said the airport was
due toreopen on Monday.

"Now the military and police
have started to clean the city,” the
official said. "We are trying to get
back to the normal situation as
soon as possible.”

Electricity supplies and tele-
communications in Yangon have
been cut since late Friday night as
the storm bore down from the Bay
of Bengal, packing winds of 190-
240 kilometres (120-150 miles) per
hour.

There are also fears that the

as Nargis

poorer outlying areas of Yangon,
with their flimsy houses, might
havebeen hard hit.

"A tea shop owner told me that
many people in a Yangon suburb
need urgent help for food and
accommodation,” one food vendor
said. "Some children are not even
wearing clothes.”

Myanmar's infrastructure has
been run into the ground by
decades of mismanagement by the
military, which has ruled since
1962.

[t was not immediately known
whether damage from the storm
would affect next Saturday’s refer—
endum on a new constitution,
which the ruling junta says will
pave the way for democratic elec-
tionsin 2010.

Critics, however, say the charter
will simply enshrine the military's
power.

Residents in Yangon said they
had heard speculation that the
referendum might be postponed,
but the information ministry offi-
cial refused to comment.

"We cannot sayanything, itisup
to the seniorauthorities,” he said.

Thailand's meteorological
department downgraded Nargis to
a depression on Sunday, but
warned of flash floods and heavy
rains in northern, central and
eastern Thai provinces as the storm
crept over the border from
Myanmar.

An official at Thailand's disaster
prevention department told AFP
that as of Sunday evening, there
were no reports of severe flooding
in the kingdom.
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military said in a statement, without
specifying the exact location of the
attack.

The attack came 10 days after a
similar ambush In the province in
which two US marines were killed
and three wounded.

Friday's attack brought to 1,290
the US military’s losses in Anbar
since the March 2003 invasion,
according to independent website
www.icasualties.org, closely trailin
the 1,298 killed in the capit
Baghdad.

Most of the US dead in Anbar, the
biggest province in [raq, have been
duetoroadside bombs.

The losses in Anbar make up
nearly a third of the 4,071 US troops
killed in the conflictso far.

The vast desert province that
borders Saudi Arabia, Syria and
Jordan was a key stronghold of the
anti-US insurgency in the first years
after the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein's regime.

Its provincial capital of Ramadi
and the nearby city of Fallujah
became symbols of Sunni Arab
resistance to US forcesinIraq.

In one of the fiercest battles of
the war so far, US forces virtually
razed Fallujah to the ground in
November 2004 in a devastating
offensive to recapture the city from
insurgents.

That month saw 137 US troops
killed across Iraq -- the highest
monthly fi il now -- most of
themin the Fallujah battle.
According to
www.icasualties.org, US losses in
Anbar peaked in 2006 with 356
service personnel killed.

But violence in the province fell
dramatically last year as Sunni Arab
tribes fell out with al-Qaeda and
oined the US-led war against the
jihadist network which had made
Anbarone ofits bastions.

The policy of recruiting former
insurgents to the battle against al-
Qaeda saw US losses in Anbar fall to
161 last year, prompting its exten-

sion to other restive provinces

4 US marines killed

across [raq.

Overall US losses in Irag last year
totalled 901. That iigure compares
with 486 deaths in 2003, 849 in 2004,
8461n 2005 and 822 in 2006.

So far in 2008, 166 troops have
beenkilled.

In the latest fighting in Sadr City,
at least 10 people were killed in
overnight crossfire between US
troops and Shia militiamen, Iraqi
officials said.

Another 17 people were
wounded in the violence, secunty
officials and medical sources said.

There was no immediate word
from the US military on the latest
casualties in the sprawling district
where US troops have been fighting
running battles with Shia militia-
men since March 25.

On Saturday, the US military said
itdestroyed a command and control
centre operated by militants in Sadr
City. Witnesses said a shack had
been reduced to rubble and a
nearby hospital suffered serious
damage.

Since then hundreds of people
have been killed and followers of
Sadr have accused the US military of
killing civilians.

The US mulit
militiamen have

charges that the
een using civil-

iansas human shields.

Islam recognises
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Ahsan Bulbulsaid.

Ayesha Khanam, President of
Bangladesh Mabhila Parishad said,
“The policy notareligious issue but
adevelopmentone.”

The government should declare
an action plan for implementaton
ofthe policy, she said

Among others Farida Akhter of
Ubinig, Ferdous Ara, Prof Sadeka
Halim, Advocate Rahmat Ali, for-
mer education minister Shahidul
Islam, Director of CAMPE Azizul
Haque, Rowshan Jahan and Nilufer
Banu of Women for women were
also present.




