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Andrew Biraj wins World Press Photo
JoopSwart Masterclass award

Nandita Das: Taking a social
conscience to the screen

With a master's degree in social work, Indian actress Nandita
Das is keen to talk about women's empowerment and human
rights than participate in the glamour of Bollywood.

Das is featured in Talk Asia on CNN where she talks about
herdirectorial movie debut In Such Times.

She talked about her new film project, her controversial
choice of film roles in Fire and Bawandar, an emotional visit to
Sri Lanka in the aftermath of the Tsunami, and the honour of
being a juror at the prestigious Cannes Film Festival.

For an actress who "kind of stumbled upon acting” and
"didn't ever want to be an actor to begin with," Das' talents are
well-recognised, most recently winning the French award of
"Ordre Des Arts Et Des Lettres” for her contribution to cinema.

Das said that she acts because "there are stories to
tell...wonderful stories,” and she explains how the lack of real-
ism in typical Bollywood fare never attracted her: "There's a
certain kind of cinema thatI don'trelate to...1didn’t even grow
up watching them."

Das brushes off the controversy stirred up by her role in the
film Fire: "The bigger evil was that how can you talk about
homosexuality in asociety that would rather not talk aboutit.”

And of her role in Bawandar playing a woman who is gang
raped: "I often tell women that you've got to be strong, why do
you feel humiliated when you go through sexual abuse?”

But she feels: "] don't think women's empowerment is ever
going to be possible without a society overall wanting to
change things."

About her film, In Such Times -- a movie about how acts of
violence affects its characters’ life -- Das said, "I think it's a
universal story, I think we are all concerned aboutviolence...at
some level, there is a collective desire for peace and it's good to
examine yourself."

Andrew Biraj A photograph by Andrew Biraj

One of them was titled 'State Excluded', which
dealt with the stranded Pakistanis, highlight-
ing the daily struggle in the Bihan camps of
Dhaka. The other one was named "Tragic

The purpose of the JoopSwart Masterclass,
which was introduced in 1994, is to further
young and talented photographers’
photojournalisticinsight. «

Young Bangladeshi photojournalist, Andrew
Biraj, won the prestigious World Press Photo
JoopSwart Masterclass award, says a press
release. The award was announced recently

from Amsterdam, Netherlands. : 2 ibre', which depicted the miseries ufthe ;ute - The other winners are Peter van Agtmael Besides telling stpnes on screen, Das ;us? sh a:gﬁ the experi-

Birajisthe onky phn{n;oumahst!.elactedfﬁh1 «i&Mﬂerso 17 S © (the Netherlands/USA); ;Martina Bacigalupo, ence of visiting $rid anka and seeylg € c!lﬁiuep in the aftex-
the Highly coniplibve. award from.Asia.” *_' “ThewinnersWe _w:ndepea&- and Massimo Berruti (both from ltaly); math ‘of the Tsunhmi, she says: éy subconsciously get
Eleven other photographers from across the ent, international selection committee con- Michael Christopher Brown (USA); Agnes stored somewhere in your mind and form your overall think-
globe were awarded the prize for their out-  sisting of the president of Cuban Aurora Pho-  Dherbeys (France); Ifiaki Domingo (Spain);

ing, or they help you to be alittle more sensitive than one was."

She also talked about a very special experience, being
selected to be a member of the Cannes Film Festival jury: "The
best part of being in Cannes was not just to see great films or to
walk the red carpet and all the hype that is around it, but to
have those sessions with 8 other brilliant minds..."

tos José Azel; French art director of the
National Geographic Magdalena Herrera;
Director of Dutch Foam Fotografiemuseum
Marloes Krijnen; Danish photographer Erik
Refner; Italian photographers Berlingske
Tidende and Massimo Siragusa and photogra-

Philipp Ebeling (Germany); Clemence de
Limburg (Belgium); David Magnusson (Swe-
den); Jehad Nga (Libya/USA) and James
Pomerantz (UK/USA).

Theywill gather in Amsterdam from 8 to 13
November to receive the awards and meet the

standing photojournalisticbody of work.

Every year the World Press Photo Founda-
tion selects 12 young photographers below 30
years of age from around the globe for the
prize. Earlier, the foundation had nominated a
total of 132 photographers.

Biraj submitted two sets of photo stories. pherAgenzia Contrasto. fellow masters.
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