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Nepali Maoists threaten to
go it alone in new govt

AFP, Kathmandu

I

Former rebel Maoists warned
yesterday they will form a new
government in Nepal with or with-
out the help of the mainstream
political parties they resoundingly
defeated in landmarkelections

"We will lead the government as
we are the biggest party,” spokes-
man Krishna Bahadur Mahara told
AFP on the sidelines of a Maoist
central committee meeting in
Kathmandu.

“If the other parties don't want
to join us in a coaliton, we will
form the government by our-
selves,” Maharasaid.

The ultra-leftists -- who waged a
bloody guerrilla war for a decade
before a peace deal was brokered --
took 220 seats in a 601-member
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body that wall chart Nepal's poliu

cal future, twice the number of
seats won by their nearestrival

In coming weeks Nepal's con-
stituent assembly is set to abolish
the world's last Hindu monarchy in
its first meetng, and then go on to
write anew consttution for the impov-
erished Himalayan country
sandwiched between Chinaand India

Established political parties
fared dismally in the elections,
despite predictions they would win
handsomely.

The traditionally dominant
Nepali Congress (NC) garnered just
110seats and the Communist Party
of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist;
CPN UML) 103.

Both parties are currently hold-
ing internal meetings amid deep
divisions in their ranks about

whether they should join the
Maolsts in government

Senior leaders from the Nepali
Congress, firm favourites before
the shock results, have suggested
that the current interim govern-
ment, led by the architect of the
peace process, Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala, should
remain,

Mahara said that those who
wanted to retain the status quo
were working against the mandate
given to the Maoists in the April 10
elections.

"The other parties said they
were committed to democracy, but
by suggesting they will not join the
government and that we should
not lead it, they are showing they
are not committed to democracy,”
Maharatold AFP.

Koirala has called for the major
parties and Maoists to start discus-
sions on forming the new govern-
ment, but formal talks are yet to
begin, Mahara said.

The larger mainstream parties
will have to work with the former
rebels but are having difficulty
adjusting to their unexpected
trouncing, Krishna Jwala Devkota,
editor of the Nepalese daily Naya
Patrika, told AFP.

"Thisis abargaining phase to try
and secure respectable positions in
government. It's also a tactic to
pressure the Maoists politically,”
said Devkota,

"Think of it this way: if the NC or
CPN (UML) had emerged as the
biggest parties, there would not be
any question of who would lead the
government,” he said.
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Nepal agrees
compensation
for families

of war dead

AFP, Kathmandu
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Nepal will give the families of the
13,000 people killed in the coun-
try's decade-long civil war more
than 1,500 dollars each in compen-
sation, an officlal said Wednesday.

"The government has decided
to give one hundred thousand
rupees to each family of those
killed, Irrespective of whether they
were killed by the state or by the
Maoists,” Shyam Sundar Sharma,
spokesman at Nepal's ministry of
peace and reconstruction, told AFP,

According to the Informal
Sector Service Centre, a leading
human rights agency in Nepal,
security forces killed around 8,300
people and the insurgent Maoists
around 5,000 in the war that ended
with a 2006 peace deal.
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Pakistani lawyers and political activists shout slogans in front of burning effigies of President Pervez Musharraf and
politicians during a protest in Multan yesterday demanding the reinstatement of judges sacked by Musharraf.
Former prime minister Nawaz Sharif and co-chairman Pakistan Peoples' Party (PPP) Asif Ali Zardari, both leaders of
Pakistan's ruling coalition, were meeting yesterday in Dubai with their one-month alliance on the line amid a dead-
lock over the reinstatement of sacked judges, party officials said.

Pak govt gambles on peace
with militants

) Jri—— {
I‘LP,, Islamabad

As power shifts in Pakistan from US
anti-terrorism ally President
Pervez Musharraf, the new govern-
ment is gambling on peace talks
with Islamic militants to push back
the tide of violent extremism.

[t's a.strategy backed by the
majority of Pakistan's 160 million
people, exhausted by bloodshed
many blame on Musharraf's
forceful tactics against the Taliban
and al-Qaeda along the Afghan
border.

Initial results are encouraging:
There has been only one major
bombing in the past five weeks.
However, US officials note that past
peace deals failed and new accords
could simply give militants time to
rebuild and plan attacks 1In
Afghanistan and the West.

The talks appear snagged over
militant demands for the army to
withdraw from the tribal areas
along the Afghan-Pakistan border.

A senior official urged militants
to show flexibility. "At the moment,
the withdrawal of troops from the
tribal areas is next to impossible,

said Haider Khan Hoti, chief minis-
ter of North West Frontier Province.
“Once there is peace and stability
in the area there can be a dialogue
onsuchdemands.”

Musharraf, who retired as army
chief in November and saw his
political allies routed in February
elections, has been pushed to the
periphery.

As president, he retains the title
of commander in chief of the
armed forces, but his successor as
army boss, Gen. Ashfaq Kayani, is
taking orders from the civilian
rulers, Kayani's spokesman says

Myanmar won't release
Suu Kyi, says Thai PM

AFP, Bangkok

Myanmar will not release opposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi, Thai
Prime Minister Samak Sundarave)
said Wednesday after talks with his
counterpart from the military-run
country.

Samak said Prime Minister
General Thein Sein confirmed to
him that the junta would not release
the Nobel peace laureate, who has
spent most of the past 18 years
underhouse arrestorin jail.

"He said they will not free her as
theydo notwantto dealwith her... even
if the foreigners praise her," Samak told
reporters after theirmeeting.

Samak also confirmed that Aung
San Suu Kyi would be barred from
elections under a draft constitution,
which is being put to a referendum
on May 10.

"The constitution already stipu-
lates that she cannot run in the
election since she was married to a
foreigner,” Samak said.

Aung San Suu Kyi is the widow of
Briton Michael Aris, an expert on
Tibet.

Samak said the general had
reiterated that after the referendum,
Myanmar would set up political
parties to contest elections the junta
says willbe heldin 2010.

The referendum will be the first
balloting in Myanmar since 1990,
when Aung San Suu Kyi led her
National League for Democracy to a
landslide victory, which was never
recognised by the military rulers.

Thailand, which is one of the
biggest investors and trading part-
ners in Myanmar, opposes sanc-
tions and says putting pressure on
the junta to change is counterpro-
ductive.

Samak said Thailand would also
take the opportunity when it
assumes the chairmanship of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) in December to
explain the situation in Myanmar to
its fellowmembers.
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Afghan policemen stand guard at a house where security forces clashed with suspected Taliban rebels in Kabul

yesterday. Afghan security forces raided a house in Kabul, killing two Taliban militants involved in a weekend attack
on a parade attended by President Hamid Karzai.

7 killed in Afghan raid
on Karzai attackers

AFP, Kabul

Afghan security forces Wednesday
raided the Kabul hideout of Taliban
militants behind an attack on
President Hamid Karzai, sparking a
battle that left seven people dead
including awoman and child.

Two rebels and three govern-
ment agents were also among the
dead after fierce clashes involving
rockets- and machine-guns raged
for around 10 hours at a "safe
house” in the west of the capital,
the country's spy chiefsaid.

The Taliban confirmed the
deaths of the two insurgents and
the woman and the child, adding
thatboth the dead men took partin
an attack on a military parade at
the weekend which was attended
byKarzaiandforeigndiplomats.

Spy chief Amrullah Saleh said
the "very sophisticated terrorist
cell” had a direct link to Sunday's

Karzai attack, with one of the dead
rebels having bought and moved
weapons to the hotel where the
attackwas launched.

Saleh said his men used heavy
weapons after the rebels killed the
child because it was screaming.
The soldiers then laid waste to the
building after the three agents were
killed while trying to go in and
arrestthe militants.

The woman was not an Afghan
and had come to the country to
carryoutasuicide attack, he said.

The spy chief said they had evi-
dence that the "terrorists” received
orders for the artack on Karzai from
sources in Pakistan's lawless tribal
belt and were receiving orders from
there up to the verylast minute.

“Therewere telephone numbers,
exchange of messages and proof
that they were receiving orders from
across our borders. Whether they
were receiving these guidance

ordered by government of Pakistan
ornot, we have no proof,” he said.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid told AFP that two rebels
named Attah Mohammad and
Mirwais were killed in the opera-
tion, along with Mohammad's wife
and babydaughter.

"They had planned and exe-
cuted Sunday’s attack on the mili-
tary parade and had managed to
escape after the attack while three
of their friends were killed that
day,” Mujahid said by telephone.

The Taliban spokesman said
another rebel had escaped
Wednesday's government raid on a
house In the Guzargah suburb in
the Afghan capital.

An AFP photographer saw
intelligence agents drive three men
away in handcufis as the gunfire
and explosions continued earlierin
the day. The fighting died off
around lunchtime.

AFKP, Washington

Scientists discovered legless lizard, a
dwarf woodpecker and another 12
suspected new species in Brazl's
fast-disappearing Cerrado grass-
lands, an environmental group said
Tuesday

The discoveries were made
during a 29-day expedition by US
and Brazilian scientists in Brazil's
vast wooded grasslands, one of the
world's 34 biodiversity conserva-
tion hotspots, Conservation
International said in a statement.

The grasslands are threatened
by encroaching farmland; the
expedition focused in and around
the Serra Geral do Tocantins

Legless lizard, other new
species discoveres

Ecological Station, a 7,160 square
kilometer (2,765 square mile)
protected area that is Cerrado's
second largest.

The 14 suspected new species
discovered include eight fish, three
reptiles, one amphibian, one
mammal and one bird, the group
said.

The legless lizard, of the Bachia
genus, resembles a snake due to its
lack of legs and uses its pointed
snout to move about its predomi-
nantly sandy environment.

Other outstanding new find-
ings include a dwarf woodpecker
of the genus Picumnus, and a
horned toad of the genus
Proceratophrys.

Five killed in
Thai south

AFP, Yala

Three policemen were killed on
Wednesday in a bombing in
Thailand's insurgency-wracked
south, police said, while two people
werekilled in other separatist violence.

Militants detonated the 20-
kilogram (44-pound) device by
remote control shortly after midday
near a bridge in Yarang district of
Pattani province after they lured the
police by setting fire to a telephone
booth, police said.

Six police officers and two villag-
ers were caughtin the blast, and three
policemen later died in hospital, said
Wattana Wattanayagorn, director of
Yala provincial hospital where the
victims were being treated.

India urges Iran to
work with IAEA

AFP, New Delhi

India on Tuesday said Iran had the
right to peaceful use of atomic
energy but asked Tehran to cooper-
ate with the United Nations
nuclear watchdog, an official said.

Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmedinejad and Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh had a
“short discussion on" the
nuclear issue, said New Delhi's
foreign secretary Shivshankar
Menon.

India, which tested nuclear
weapons in 1998 and is yet to sign
the non-proliferation treaty, had a

"very clear” view on the situation,
Menon added after the Iranian
leader’s talks here on the final leg of
athree-nation South Asian tour.

"We have said that Iran has the
right to peacefu! use of nuclear
energy while fulfilling her various
obligations, and that the right way
to do that is through the IAEA
(International Atomic Energy
Agency) to assure the world that
she is fulfilling her obligations,”
Menon said.

India’s comments came a day
after the IAEA's deputy chief Olli
Heinonen held fresh talks with
[ranian officials.

Career Opportunity

AHZ Agro Industries (Pvt.) Ltd., FMCG manufacturing company, is going to launch its
products in July 2008. The agro-based high quality food processing company incorporates state-of-the-art
technology coupled with visionary leader. To run its operations smoothly the company is urgently
searching for a knowledge-based management team.

The panoramic view of the plant is located at Gazipur and the corporate office is at Dhanmondi, Dhaka.
We offer a working environment which is challenging, stretching, but ultimately rewarding for the most
talented and dedicated professionals.

The company intends to recruit some competent professionals in the following posts.

Position Academic Qualification Experience

Head of Finance, Accounts Qualified CMA 5 years

& Costing

Head of Marketing MBA (Marketing) from any reputed University. 5 years
Preferably from IBA

Head of Sales and Distnbution MBA (Marketing) from any reputed University. 5 years
Preferably from IBA

Head of Factory M Sc ( Chemistry or Pharmacy) or 5 years
B Sc ( Mechanical/Chemical) From BUET

Head of MBA from any reputed University. Preferably 5 years

Supply Chain Management from IBA

Head of MIS MBA ( MIS) From any reputed University 5 years

Head of HR, Admin MBA (HRM) from any reputed University. 5 years

& Compliance Preferably from IBA

Chief Engineer B.Sc. Engineering from any reputed university. 5 years
Preferably from BUET.

Head of R& D/ QC B.Sc. Engineering (Chemical) / M.Sc. (Chemistry ) 5 years
from any reputed university. Preferably from BUET

Head of Production B.Sc. Engineering (Chemical) from BUET or M.Sc. S years
(Chemistry/ Pharmacy) from any reputed university.

Diploma Engineer ( Electrical) Diploma in_Electrical 3 years

Diploma Engineer( Mechanical) | Diploma in Mechanical 3 years

Workshop In-Charge Diploma in Mechanical/ Electrical 3 years

Store In-Charge ( Factory) Masters or Graduates from reputed university 3 years

Production Line In-Charge B.Sc / Diploma in Food Technology 3 years

Personnel Officer BBA (HRM)/ Diploma in personnel management 3 years
from any reputed University / Institution.

Salary
Negotiable

Other Benefits

Competitive pay package and Fringe benefits as per company rules.

In job training and opportunity of career and personal development wait for the deserving candidates.

N.B.: Qualifications may be relaxed in case of well experiences in food processing industries.

Send your CV and a recent photograph by 20 May 2008 to:

AHZ Agro Industries (Pvt.) Ltd.
House 70 ( 2™ Floor), Road-9/A,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209

Or

Email 1o humaﬂn.mba@mail,ggm, sard

amasirahmed @gmail.com , basherahz @yahoo.com

PHOTO: AFP

Pro-Tibetan activists hold white and yellow flowers whilst demonstrating in front
of the consular section of the Chinese Embassy in Kathmandu yesterday. At least
70 Tibetan protesters were detained in Nepal's capital after authorities prevented
them from protesting in frontof a Chinese embassy building, police said.

1Iran not afraid of nuclear

sanctions: Khamenei

AFP, Tehran

Supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei yesterday declared Iran
was "not afraid” of sanctions over
its contested nuclear programme
and would further step up its prog-
ress.

"We are not afraid of Western
sanctions,” he told thousands of
people in a speech in the southern

. city of Shiraz broadcast by state
| television.

“The Iranian people, thanks to

J God, will resist in the face of sanc-

tions and economic blockades and
will further intensify their prog-
ress.”

Iran has been hit by three sets of
UN Security Council sanctions
over its nuclear programme,
mainly targeting its ballistic missile
and atomicindustries.

More significantly for the wider
economy, the United States has
also pressured European firms and
banks to reduce their dealings with
[ran as another lever with which to
exert pressure over the nuclear
programine.
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(i) All that piece and parcel of land measuring 51 (fifty one) decimals together with building and |
structures thereon situated within District-Gazipur, P.S & Sub-Registry Office- Tongi, under
Mohal No. 9. JL No. sabek 122, Hal-29, Mouza- bhadam under C.S. Khatian No. 32, S.A.
Khatian No. 55 and R.S. Khatian No. 136 in C.S. and S.A. Plot No. 36 (thirty six) |
corresponding R.S. Plot No. 41 (forty one).

(ii) All that piece and parcel of land measuring 4.50 (four point five) decimals together with
building and structures thereon situated within District- Gazipur, P.S, and Sub-Registry
Office- Tongi, under J.L. No. sabek 122, Hal-29, Mouza-Bhadam, under C.S. Khatian No.
32, S.A. Khatian No. 55 and R.S. Khatian No. 136 in C.S. and S.A. Plot No. 35 (thirty five)
and 36 (thirty six) corresponding R.S. Plot No. 40 (forty) and 41 (forty one).

(iii) All that piece and parcel of land measuring 28 (twenty eight) decimals together with building
and structures thereon situated within District- Gazipur, P.S. and Sub-Registry Office-
Tongi, under J.L. No. sabek 122, Hal-29, Mouza- Bhadam, under C.S. Khatian No. 32, S.A
Khatian No. 55 and R.S. Khatian No. 136 in C.S. and S.A. Plot No. 35 (thirty five) and 36
(thirty six) corresponding R.S. Plot No. 40 (forty) and 41 (forty one).

(iv) All that piece and parcel of land measuring 60 (sixty) decimals together with building gnd
structures thereon already constructed or to constructed thereon situated in the Distrct-
Narayangon], Police Station & Sub-Registrar Office- Fatullah, J.L. No. C.S. 170, S.A. 38
and R.S. 29, Mouza-Kashipur, under C.S. Khatian No. 451, S.A. Khatian No. 868 and R.S.
Khatian No. 849 in C.S. and S.A. Plot No. 193 (one hundred ninety three) and R.S. Plot No.
427 (four hundred twenty seven), 429 (four hundred twenty nine), 534 (four hundred thirty

four), 428 (four hundred twenty eight) and 554 (five hundred fifty four).
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