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Donor policies
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: Bank and other donors,” says Dr
-~  Mahabub Hossain, an
agroeconomist and executive
director of Brac.

So, through out the 1970s, water
management systems were set up;
pumps were dug in and channels
were made to bring water to the
fields. Grow more food -- that was
campaign then, and the govern-
ment forked out subsidies for the
inputs. The Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation (BADC)
was given monopoly to import
modermn agricultural inputs and
market them with high subsidies at
more than 50 percentof the cost.

With the expansion in the use of
fertilizers and power pumps ,
agricultural subsidies became a
heavy burden on the government
budget -- Bangladesh had a very
small revenue base then and its
exports were limited to raw jute
and tea mainly.

"So the donor agencies (devel-
opment partners!) led by the World
Bank (WB) and the USAID, another
major player in determining the

< country's food scenario, then
suggested cuts in subsidy and
privatisation of the input distribu-
tion system, " Mahabub pointsout.

The USAID commissioned a
policy review by the International
Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI) that also suggested reduc-
tion in subsidy and liberalisation of
.’ theinput market.

' *Social scientists at that time
argued that small and marginal
farmers will be adversely affected
by this policy due the increase in
input costs and development of a
water market that would be con-
trolled by large landowners,”
Mahabub recalls.

Nonetheless, during 1980s

» subsides came down substantially
and BADC's fetlizer distribution
infrastructure was dismantled.

| The private sector was allowed to

| importagricultural equipmentand

. import duties were substantially
curtailed following an Agricultural

Sector Review supported by UNDP.

Rapid expansion in irrigation with
farmers’ own investment in shal-

low tube wells and power pumps

took place and ‘'Water lords'

sprang up who were the new breed

of private irrigation pump Owners

and took one-fourth share of the

| harvest from the farmers for sup-
-' plying water. And the wheel of the
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power tillers whirred on.
, [t was expected that money
saved in subsidy would be rein-

~vested inragniculture, butthat did
not happen, Mahabub observed .
Rather the funds saved thus was
i shifted to other sectors. The agri-
: culture's share of the development
budget came down drastically.
+ The farmers seems to be quite
happy with the privatization in the
. input marketing system, as inputs
were freely available although the
cost went up. The use of fertlizer
expanded rapidly, the adoption of
HYV seeds speeded up and the
growth in riceproduction acceler-
1 ated.
ff "In 1994 the first hiccup
occurred with a severe fertiliser

: crisis that led to the killings of a
y h__'.' number of farmers in police firing.

9 But until then everyone thought
the liberalised system was working
fine. There was a rethinking among
the policymakers and the subse-
quent AL government re-
introduced control in the fertilizer
distribution system and shovelled
more subsidies into fertiliser,” the
agroeconomist explains.

Besides marketing of agricul-
tural inputs, another parallel devel-
opment took place in food market-
ing system. Untl then the govern-
ment was deeply involved in the
marketing of food asitbelieved this
was needed to protect the low-
income consumers in rural as well
as urban areas from the negatve
fallouts of food price fluctuations
and frequent natural calamities
that the country is subjected to.
After all, memories of the 1974
famine were still fresh. Urban and
rural rationing systems along with
the Food for Works (FFW) were
operatingin full force.

“The World Bank and the USAID
then advised the government to
phase out such programmes on the
ground that these were not being
E properly targetted and leakage was
- high,” Mahabub explains. “The fact
- that such operations were still

needed as safety net was not taken
Vi

into consideraton. There was also
a policy shift from non-monetised
to monetised distribution system
with the introduction of Cash for
Work programme and Open
Market Operations for controlling
rising prices.”

The government had developed
facilities for food storage of about
1.9 million tons and used to main-
tain alarge food stock of around 1
million tonnes in the 1980s with

internal procurement of food
grains, inflow of food aid and com-
mercial purchases from interna-
tional market for operating the
public food distribution system.

"A major change took place in
early 1990s when a new role for the
private sector in food marketing
was introduced. Another I[FPRI
study also funded by the USAID
suggested that the ent no
longer needs to remain involve
heavily in food marketing,”
Mahabub said.

The report argued that there is a
glut of food production worldwide
as evinced from the downward
trend in the real price of rice and

wheat in the world market and
building of huge food stocks in
neighboring India. Theretore the
risk of food insecurity was no more
a matter of concern. The country
was “beyond the shadow of fam-

ine”.

"So, the government should
consider economic efficiency in
managing food distribution and
should be able to mange the food
programme with stocks of five to
six lakh tonnes only. The thrust was
then that the government can
move from a policy of self-
sufficiency to self-reliance with the
underpinning idea that instead of
producing its full requirement of
food itself, it can look for import of
food grain which was then cheaper
on the international market,”
Mahabub explained the policy
shift.

The tenet was also to allow the
private sector to freely import food
so that it can act quickly to import
food from India if a crisis occurred.
The government took the advice
and dismantled the food stocking
and marketing infrastructure.

In 1991, cheaper food import
and flood of food aid depressed
domestic market to the distress of
the farmers. An international
political economy came into play
here as the rich countries wanted
to support their farmers through
food aid at the cost of the recipient
countries' market destabilization.

"But the upside of the policy was
the successful tackling of the 1998
floods that caused a loss of 2.5
tonnes of aman production, when
the private sector played a major
role in food imports to keep sup-
pliesinplace,” Mahabub observed.

But as these policy changes took
place in agriculture and food, the
government, almost uncon-
sciously, lost its capability to face
any food emergency. It no longer
had a capacity to maintain a food
stock large enough to influence
market and its machinery was no
longer attuned to work fast to
import food that was suggested
from various quarters when even
six months ago rice was selling at
$370 a tonne in the international
market.

"The international donors also
played a dicey role in the aftermath
of the Green Revolution. They are
the ones who funded the interna-
tional research centres such as IRRI
and CIMMYTfor invention of HYV
seeds and supported irrigation
development and supply of agri-
cultural credit that was needed to

‘support the difftsion of lifiproved

technologies to farmers,”
Mahabub continued.

The green revolution led to a
rapid downward trend in real food
price with rapid expansion in
production in Asia. The donors
then took the position that Asia had
achieved food security and so there
is no further need for supporting
agricultural research and irriga-
tion.

"Agriculture become a dirty
word in the circle of international
development agencies including
the World Bank, IMF and the Asian
Development Bank. Here, lobbying
from farmers of US, Canada and
Australia played a big role in this
change of heart of their govern-
ments. The farmers' lobbies argued
that the dip in international food
price led to their ventures unprofit-
able and influenced their govern-
ments to stop funding-Green
Revolution,” Mahabub argued.

This followed the donors’ pre-
scription to finance ministers of
the third world countries to put
stress on industry and service
sector. The agriculture ministries
lost their glories as they ran on
shoestrnngs.

Almost a decade later, the gov-
ernments and donors around the
world have come full circle to the
realisation that investment in
agriculture is crucial if the MDG
goal of poverty reduction is to be
realized, and that as long as popu-
lation keeps increasing, the gov-
ernments should never de-
emphasise agriculture. The gov-
ernments of low-income food
importing countries are beginning
to learn a lesson from the present
crisis that it is not wise to depend
on the international market for
food security as food exporting
countries snap down their doors as
soon as tightness in the food mar-
ket on the global scale as seen
today occurs.

Businesses
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Fazlul Bari, director general of
DGFI, urged the Bangladesh Bank
to take necessary actions in this
regard.

The illegal financial activities by
many business firms and individu-
als were detected in a series of
investigations by the joint forces as
partofthe ongoinganti-corruption
drives of the government, said the
letter.

During the investigations, the
businesses and individuals
involved in illegal activities volun-
tarily decided to surrender their
illegally earned money to the
exchequer, added the DGFl letter.

According to sources, aside
from the amounts paid by the
aforementioned parties, a number
of others also voluntarily surren-
dered a huge amount of money to
the exchequer throughout the
investigations of the joint forces.

Chevron
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official statement issued by the US-
based oilcompany.

petrobangla also concluded its
investigation led by one of its gen-
eral manager who visited the area
the day after the fire occurred.

About the outcomes of the
Chevron-sponsored investigation,
it said the findings concluded that
there were no seismic crew present
where the incident took place on
April 26, and accordingly, there was
no seismic-related work going on
in the area at the time.

The fire had no major impact on
the wildlife or the environment
with superficial damage on the
ground and with limited impact on
trees. The actual area affected by
the fire was approximately 70 by 35
meters. The exact cause of the fire
remains unknown, said the com-
pany. :

Chevron said that it would
continue its work, taking the
utmost care of the environment.
The safety of people and the pro-
tection of the forest flora and fauna
have been Chevron's top priority.

Petrobangla also concluded its
investigation led by its one general
manager who visited the area the
dayafter the fire occurred.

Petrobangla Director (PSC)
Major Muktadir Ali told UNB that

“their investigation found “no link

between the seismic survey and the
fireincident”.

He said the Petrobangla investi-
gation team visited the area along
with the officials of the Forest
Department who also thought that
the fire had no relation with the
survey works.

“Since the place from where the
fire broke out was adjacent to a rail-
track, so it is assumed that the fire
might have generated from any-
thing that was thrown out from the
rail,” he said, adding that actual
cause of the fire was not ascer-
tained in the investigation.

“We have communicated our
findings to the energy ministry,” he
said.

Advisers place
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Hossain Zillur Rahman said.
Talking to reporters following
a meeting with three other advis-
ers yesterday at the Housing and
Public Works Ministry, Zillur said
they would hold several more
meetings to finalise the synthesis.
“We hope to complete prepar-
ing the synthesis by tomorrow
(Wednesday) and present our
recommendations to the chief
adviser (thesame day),” he said.
Communications Adviser Maj
Gen (retd) Ghulam Quader; Law
Adviser AF Hassan Ariff and
LGRD Anwarul Igbal are the other
advisers who attended the meet-

1Ing.

The five advisers including
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury, who were tasked
with holding pre-dialogue talks,
kicked off the discussion on April
7 when they sat with four senior
Awami League leaders at the Rail
Bhaban.

The advisers later sat with
both factions of BNP, Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and other
Islamic parties, left political
parties including Communist
Party of Bangladesh, Bikalpa
Dhara, Gono Forum, Krishak
Srarnik Janata League, business
community, civil society and
union parishad representatives
till Monday.

The pre-dialogue talks aimed
at creating mutual confidence
and setting agenda for the pro-
posed formal dialogue, the advis-
ers said on different occasions.

The discussions were held in a
congenial atmosphere, and they
had received good suggestions,
they said.

Briefing reporters after an
advisory council meeting on
Sunday, chief adviser's Press
Secretary Syed Fahim Munaim
said the government is likely to
begin the formal dialogue in the
first or second week of May.

Agenda and venue for the talks
would be fixed following
receipt of the report on pre-
dialogue talks, he added.

Replying to a query, Hossain
Zillur yesterday said the demand
for release of the two former
prime ministers will also figure in
theirreport.

Besides, announcement of an
election date, withdrawal of
emergency, local government
polls and empowering army
personnel make arrests on poll-
ing day are among other key
issues that came up at the pre-
dialogue discussions.

US envoy
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discussed bilateral relations, trade,
political issues and development
cooperation.

“This was my first meeting with
him, and I am extremely pleased
with his commitment to his
responsibilities,” Iftekhar told the
newsmen.

"Bangladesh and the US have a
strategic partnership and many
common interests. We discussed
modalities and methods of how to
take them forward," he said.

The US ambassador further
said, "We discussed a broad range
of subjects. | was very impressed by
his knowledge of the issues. We
talked of moving relations in a
positive direction.”

A US embassy release said that
ambassador Moriarty also asked
about the status of the democratic
roadmap and repeated his mes-
sage of support for the 3 Ds:
democracy, development, and
denial of space to terrorists.
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Student-cop clash
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Later, the students returned to

their college and spread rumour
among their college mates that
shop owners were keeping two of
their fellows captive in Nilkhet
market and another one was
injured after a human hauler had
rammed him.

As the rumour spread, several
hundred students came out of the
campus and started pelting the
street hawkers and shop owners
opposite the campus with brick-
bats. They also blockaded a section
of the Mirpur Road in front of the
college, prompting the law enforc-
ers (o go into action.

Police fired shotguns twice and
65 teargas shells, and resorted to
baton charges to quell the students
who were hurling brickbats indis-
criminately at the law enforcers.

Students alleged that police
even charged batons entering into
class rooms and the college din-
ning room. Six teachers including
Vice-principal Dr Anwarul Alam
Khan were injured, caught in the
middle of a clash, when they were
trying to refrain the students from
battling the law enforcers.

Vehicular traffic on busy Mirpur
Road remained halted for over two
hours during the melee leaving a
severe traffic jam in the adjoining
areas. Besides, owners of shops in
the busy strip of malls shut down
their business establishments (0

avoid vandalism.

The agitated students damaged
at least eight vehicles on the road
while police picked up four per-
sons, astudent and three outsiders.

The clash erupted after police
had chased the students who
blockaded Mirpur Road and were
raining brickbats on street vendors
and other shopkeepers Ignoring
police request to Stop around
1:45pm.

After the chase, students retali-
ated and chased police by hurling
brickbats at them leading to the
clash. The angry students burnt
tires and set fire to the furniture
that were being sold in front of the
college campuson the pavements.

More than 300 police personnel
including riot police stormed the
college campus around 3:00pm
charging batons and firing teargas
shells on the students and teachers
even inside the classrooms.

Deputy Commissioner of
Ramna Zone of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Atiqur
Rahman said around nine police
personnel were injured in the
clash.

Fourteen of the injured were
treated in Dhaka Medical College
Hospital while the rest were treated
inlocal clinics.

Tension on the college campus
was high till 4:30pm, when the last
reportcamein.

Baghaihat arson

FROM PAGE 1

Baghaihat, which left 132 houses
burnt to ashes and 9 persons
injured. '

Terming the April 20 incident as
pre-planned and orchestrated, he
also said such incidents occurred
in CHT several times as a section of
the population there always wants
to keep the hilly districts unstable
tostifledevelopmentactivities,

Some of the crime prone people
incite clashes between peaceful
Banglee settlers and the people of
the indigenous communities, and
later they clap their hands sitting in
Dhaka, the general said adding that
the ‘criminals’ never want to see
actual peacein thearea.

As CHT is a part of the country,
there is no division between
Bangalees and the indigenous
people, he said.

All citizens in the area should

Bangladeshis and work in unison
for real development of the region,
he added.

The region has the potential to
become one of the most amazing
tourist attractions in the country, if
the situation there improves,
Moeen said.

Thearmy has been constructing
roads and bridges there for real
development and it will continue
to do so, he said.

The government decided to
introduce mobile phone network
in the region to improve public

themselves ‘as'

communication, and a judge court
will be set up to ensure justice in
CHT, but if the situation there
remains unstable then how those
plans will be implemented, the
army chiefquestioned.

The people of remote Sajek area
are getting benefited by the roads
and other communication systems
built there, they are being able to
sell their products in markets,
which was once unimaginable,
Gen Moeen went on.

He also said CHT is very differ-
ent from the plain, the people there
have to face natural calamities like
the recent rat infestation in agricul-
tural fields there, he added.

"You all have to fight these
unfavorable situations. The gov-
ernment has taken an initiative to
introduce the VGF system here to
help the people face the food crisis

sparked by the rat Jnfestation.ia-

agriculraral fields," the-army chief
assured the people of CHT.

Later he distributed rice, potato,
dal and Tk 500 in cash among each
of the victimised families, and
announced that he will contribute
Tk 10,000 and some clothes to the
compensation fund.

Unknown assailants burnt to
ashes at least 132 houses in a clash
between Bangalee settlers and the
indigenous communities 1n
Baghaihat under Baghaichhari
upazila in Rangamati on April 20
leaving 9 persons injured.

133 constituency
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election expenditure for the constit-
uencies was the same, regardless of
the number of voters.

Once the demarcation is final-
ised, there will be no major inconsis-
tency between constituencies.

Asked ifthe decisions will hamper
the electoral roadmap, CEC ATM
Shamsul Huda said there 1s nothing
to fear for the EC since the demarca-
tion laws donotallowanyonetofilea
case against delineation of constitu-
encies.

Speaking at a press briefing, he
said, "Till ?une 1, we will receive
objections of those aggrieved by our
decisions. But a complainant will
have to prove how he has been
affected by the demarcation.”

The poll chief said the commis-
sion would attend to an objection
onlyifit specifiesnon-compliance of
the EC's guidelines on demarcaton.
“We can't look into matters relating
to anyone's personal interests or
inconvenience,” headded.

“The demarcation should have
been done before the 2001 parlia-
mentary election following the
census report that year. We don't
chéwwhy thatdidn'thappen,” Huda
said.

The EC has redrawn the bound-
aries of the seats in line with the
criteria set out in the delimitation
ordinance. Besides making sure the
administrative units remain intact, it
considered density of population
and administrative convenience in
the demarcation.

In line with the EC's decision,
each of the three hill districts--
Khagrachhari, Bandarban and
Rangamati--was allocated one seat
irrespective of their population.

Relatively small district Meherpur
got two seats though it does not
qualify for those.

INCREASE AND DECREASE

OF SEATS

The number of seats in Dhaka divi-
sion has risen by only four to 94 from
90 as four of its districts--Faridp 1,
Kishoreganj, Manikganj and
Munshiﬁanj--each lost a constitu-
ency while one constituency lyin

between Mymensingh a 5
Netrakona was deleted Eum

parliamentarymap.

Apart from Dhaka, Netrakona
and Gazipur districts each got five
seats, up from previous four.

Chittagunﬁ Barisal and Khulna
divisions--all have seen a decrease in
the number of their constituencies.

In Chittagong division, each of
Chandpurand Comilladistrictslosta
seat e Chittagong district has

gained one, raising the number of its
seatsto 16.

In Barisal division, Barguna
district lost a seat while a constitu-
ency between Barnsal and Pirojpur
was deleted from the consttuency
map.

In Khulna division, only Satkhira
lostaseat. Thenumber of parhiamen-
tary slots in Sylhet (19 seats) and
Rajshahi divisions (72 seats) remain
unchanged. Sirajganj under Rajshahi
division lost a seat to Rajshahi City
Corporationarea.
CONFUSIONSAND ERRORS
Queried during the press briefing,
the CEC could not say how many
seats have changes in their bound-
aries.

Accompanied by the two election
commissioners and secretary to the
EC Secretariat, he suggested that the
journalists would better go through
the list and see for themselves the
changes.

As per the lists journalists were
given after the briefing, 148 seats had
changes in their boundanes.

The list did not have names of
some seats having boundaries
marked out afresh while it included
names of seats that do not have any
changein termtory.

As the errors and oversight were
broughtto the authorities' attention,
the EC Secretanat officials started
working on those and made neces-
sary corrections.

SEATS WITH CHANGED
BOUNDARIES

Late in the afternoon, the EC
Secretariatsent thelistof 133 constit-
uencies whose boundaries have
been changed. They are Kurigram 2
and 3, Bogra 1,4, 5, 6 and 7 Rajshahi 2
and 3, Sirajgan) 1,2,5,6and 7, Jessore
345 and 6, Khulna 1,23 and 6
Satkhira 3 and 5, B
Patuakhali 1 and 2, Banisal 2,3 and 4,
Barisal with Pirnjé)ur. Pirojpur 1,2
and 3, Tangail 5 and 6, Jamalpur 2,3,4
and 5, Mymensingh 1,234 and 7,
Mymensingh with Netrakona,
Netrakona 1, Kishoreganj 1,2 and 3,
Manikganj 1,2,3 and 4, Munshigan)
1,23 and 4, Dhaka 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,
8,9,10,11,12 and 3, Gazipur 1,2,3 and
4, Narsinghdi 1,2,3 and 5,
Narayanganj 2,3,4 and 5, Faridpur
2,34 and 5, Shariatpur 2 and 3,
Sunamganj 4 and 5, Sylhet---1,2,3,
and 4, Moulvibazar 1,2 and 4,
Habiganj 1 and 4, Brahmanbaria
1,2,3,5 and 6, Comilla 1,2,6,7,9 and
11, Chandpur 1,2,3,4 and 6, Feni 2
and 3, Noakhali 1,2and 3, Laxmipur 2
and 3, Chittagong 2,6,7, 8,9, 10, 13
and 14.

arguna 1,2 and 3,

Bush pushes
Congress to
move on farm
legislation

AP, Washington

President Bush yesterday accused
the Democratic-led Congress of
blocking his proposals to deal with
rising gas prices and dragging Its
feet on measures to address the
sagging economy. He said he was
“open to any ideas," including a
proposal backed by presidential
contenders John McCain and
Hillary Clinton to suspend gas and
diesel taxes this summer

But Bush quickly said that he
favors longer-term fixes, such as
encouraging new oil production in
the United States and building new
refineries at home. He renewed his
call for opening areas of Alaska
wilderness to oil exploration and
producton.

"If there was a Jnagic wand to
wave, 1'd be waving it, of course,”
he told reporters at a Rose Garden
news conference called on short
notice. "But there is no magic wand
to wave right now. [t took us a while
to getto thisfix.”

The president's hour-long
question-and-answer session
under sunny skies came on the eve
of agovernment reporton the state
of the economy in the first three
monthsofthe year.

"It's a tough time for our econ-
omy,” Bush said.

Many business analysts believe
the economy already has slipped
into recession, but the president as
in the past declined to use that
rerm.

"You know, the words on how to
define the economy don't reflect
the anxiety the American people
feel," the president said. "You
know, the average person doesn't
really care whatwe callit.”

Asked if he thought the statistics
due outWednesday on the nation's
gross domestic product for January
through March would show the
country was indeed in a recession,
Bush said: "I think they'll show
we'rein avery sloweconomy.”

Two straight quarterly contrac-
tions in the GDP which measures
business growth 1s the common
definition of a recession. But the
official determination made by the
National Bureau of Economic
Research takeslongerand isbased
onamore complicated formula.

FROM PAGE 16
ofthe Air Force.

An inquiry committee headed
by a group captain has already
identified the persons involved in
the incident of assault by joint-
force personnel and framed
charges as per military law, the
ISPR said:

UN forms
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forefront of calls for trade
liberalisation in the WTO's Doha
round, are now adopting protec-
tionist measures.

Ban said the World Food
Programme must be “urgently and
fully" funded to help poor coun-
tries.

"Without full funding of these
emergency requirements, we risk
again the spectre of widespread
hunger, malnutrition and social
unrest on an unprecedented
scale," Banwamed.

The WFP has said it needs an
extra 755 million dollars due to the
sharp jump in prices.

"We have pledges 0of 471 million,
but only 18 million is cash in hand.
We can't procure food untl we
have cash in hand. So we're in a
really urgent timeframe to gettinga
commitment as soon as possible,”
WFP - head Josette Sheeran told
journalists.

In just one example of the scale
of the problem, the WFP warned on
Tuesday that soaring rice prices
have forcedittostop supplying free
breakfasts to 450,000 poor
Cambodian schoolchildren.

The agency said the programme
was suspended because it could
not afford to pay the current high
prices for rice, which accounts for
76 percent of the school breakfasts.

In the long-term, the UN chief
acknowledged that there 1S an
"urgent necessity to address struc-
tural and policy issues that have
contributed to this crisis as well as
the challenge posed by climate
change.”

"Further research must be
undertaken on the impact of diver-
sion of food crops to bio-fuel pio
duction and all subsidies to bio-
fuels should be reviewed,” he
added.

The UN's special rapporteur on
the right to food, Jean Ziegler, has
called biofuels a “crime against
humanity” and urged their produc-
tion be immediately abandoned.

Biofuels are touted as a way to
limit and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, held responsible for
global warming, but since they are
grown on land that would other-
wise be used for food production,
they have been increasingly
blamed for soaring food prices.

His call was echoed by interna-
tional development charity Oxfam
which on Monday called for an end
to the biofuels mandates in rich
countries.

CA stresses
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Karma-Sahayak Foundation
(PKSF) and held Bangladesh China
Friendship Conference Centre.

PKSF gave awards to its three
best partner organisations for their
special contribution to providing
microcredit in 2007. UDDIPAN
(United Development Initiatives of
Programme Actions) received
award as a long-term sustainable
loan-providing organisation,
Sawjag (Samaj O Jat Gathon) as a
loan-providing organisation in
agricultural sector and DISA (De-
velopment Initiatives for Social
Advancement) as a promising local
microcreditorganisation.

Begum Taharunnesa Abdullah
received award for her contribu-
tion to poverty alleviation and
social development.

The chief adviser distributed
the awards.

President of PKSF's board of
governors Prof Dr Wahiuddin
Mahmud, its Managing Director Dr
Kazi Mesbahuddin and convenor
of the microcredit fair Parvin
Mahmud also spoke at the func-
tion.

The chief adviser's wife Neena
Ahmed, members of PKSF and its
partner organisations and small
entrepreneurs were present.

Referring to the importance of
microcredit in poverty alleviation,
Fakhruddin said small credit could
make more contributions by
expanding its area and its multifar-
ious applications.

Microcredit activities need to be
arranged in such a way that all
poverty-prone areas of the country

Ex-whip Jamal
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primary investigation they found
that Jamal and his family members
own movable and immovable
property worth Tk 150 crore
although Jamal in his wealth state-
ment claimed that he owns prop-
erty worth onlyTk 64 lakh.

In his wealth statement submit-
ted to the ACC, Jamal also men-
tioned that his family members,
including wife, three sons and
daughter, have their own sources of
income, as they are well estab-
lished businesspersons and are not
dependent on him.

Jamal's name appeared on one
of the lists of corrupt suspects
published by the ACC.

After submission of his state-

ment early this month, the ACC
taskforce visited Barisal,
Banaripara, Swarupkati and Dhaka
last week to verify Jamal's wealth
statement. -
SN AL'S prOPERyRISoT LIRS x
luxurious houses -- three In the
capital and three in Barisal -- worth
Tk 40 crore and one mill, "Kohinoor
Spinning’, valued at more than Tk
100crore.

There are also three luxurious
cars, three speedboats, huge cash
and fixed deposits in five bank
accounts, gold ornaments and
other property worth Tk 10 crore in
his wealth list.

Tarique
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told The Daily Star that even
though the proceedings of all the
eight cases against Tarique are
stayed nowand the HChad granted
him bail in six extortion cases, he
would not be released since he
could not secure bail in an extor-
tion case and a graft case filed by
the Anti-Corruption Commission.

The two extortion cases against
Tarique were filed last year with
Shahbagh and Dhanmondi police
stations aftermonths of crackdown
on high profile corruption suspects
by the present military-backed
caretaker government.

Joint forces arrested Tarique on
March 7 lastyear.

Bus owners
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headquarters yesterday afternoon in
which ABC leaders proposed an
increase in bus fares in proportion to
the increase in price of spare parts
and expenditure borne by the bus.

They submitted alist of increased
prices of different spare parts and
demanded that the government
formulate aregulation for the price of
these.

BRTA officials said they would
consider the ABC demands after
verifying thelist.

Earlier ABC at a meeting at their
Shantinagar office yesterday issued
the ultimatum to the government o
increase bus fares from Tk 0.87 per
kmtoTk 1.26 perkm.

The government increased the
CNG price from Tk 8:50 to Tk 16.75
per cubic metre on April 24. Two days
later, itadjusted the fares of the CNG-
run three-wheelers and taxicabs, but
instructed the CNG-run buses not to
increase their fares.

The mobile court of BRTA in a
special drive over the last two days
has meanwhile seized 17 buses, filed
236 cases, imposed fines of a total Tk
26,000 and arrested four bus-staff for
demanding higher fares and other
irregulanities in violation of govern-
mentdirectives.

The ABC has also urged the bus
owners not to charge the extra fares
until a new directive comes from the
government.

ABC President Khandakar Rafiqul
Hossain Kazol told The Daily Star,
“Earlier, there was no fixed govern-
ment rate for CNG-run bus fares. Our
main demand is to raise fares in
adjustment with price hike of gas as
well as spare partsofbuses.”
Mohammad Abdur Rouf, director
(enforcement) of BRTA, told The
Daily Star yesterday, "Our magis-
trates will continue their vigilance on
fare hike and other i arities in

busesin theciry.”

could be brought under its COver-
age involving the maxamum num-
berofbeneficiariesinit.

Lauding PKSF's various
programmes, Fakhruddin, who
was also its managing director,
hoped that PKSF would play a
leading role in expanding loan
facilities for small entrepréneurs
apart from providing technical
cooperation to farmers and
increasing loan for poultry, fisher-
ies and livestock sectors.

He said time has come for PKSF
to emerge as a full-fledged devel-
opment partner from a microcredit
organisation.

Later, the CA visited some stalls
of the microcredit fair.

Shafique elected
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Shafiqul Islam Babul have been
elected vice-presidents, Fahima
Nasrin Munni and Zahid Sarwar
Kajal assistant secretaries while
Nahid Sultana Juthi has been voted
to be the treasurer,

Besides, those elected as seven
members of the executive body are
Nurun Nahar, Shafkat Hossain,
Jamil Akhter Elahi, Najibur
Rahman, Ali Azam, Sheikh Al
Ahmed Khokan and AKM Nurul
Alam.

In his reaction, president-elect
Shafique Ahmed told The Daily
Star, “It's a victory for the efforts to
establish rule of law.”

The apex court bar rescheduled
its election for April 28 and 29
following negotiations between
lawyer leaders and the government
on March 24.The settlement ended
a stalemate over the balloting then
slated for March 24 and 25.

. Complications rose after Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) had
slapped a ban on holding the elec-
tion for what they said was the
SCBA's not having the permission
as required by the emergency
power rules.

Bangladeshi
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paddy. He allegedly died on the
spot and the BSF personnel
dragged his body into Indian tern-
tory.

Tension between the two border
forces following the incident
resulted in the exchange of bullets.

Lt Col Bodrul Alam, BDR com-
manding officer, said the BSF killed
Hafizur violating the agreement
the two border security forces
signed regarding the shooting of
peoplein each other's territory.

The commanding officer of the
BSF 36 Battalion regretted the_
incident and promised’ punitive
measures against the people
responsible.

The BSF handed over the body
of Hafizur Rahman in the after-
noon following a flag meeting
between BDR and BSE

Dhaka-Kolkata
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Passengers from Kolkata will how-
ever have customs and immigratuon
checkingatDarsanaasisdonenow.

Bangladesh officialshad decided
to propose cutting the journey time
by at least two hours in the wake of
adverse passenger reaction to foive
hours of customs and immigration
checking for the 538km journey --
418km in Bangladesh and 120km in
India. Since the number of passen-
gers is small, the checking should
not take somuch time, they felt.

“We're in touch with Indian
officials and hope to receive their
consent soon,” ATKM Ismail, addi-
tional secretary of communications
ministry, told this correspondent.

To adjust with the proposed
schedule, Bangladesh has also
proposed re-fixing the starting tme
of Kolkata-bound train at 7:30am
and that of Dhaka-bound one at
8:00am (local time), Kazi Asadullah,
additional director general of
Bangladesh Railway, said when
contacted yesterday:

The train from Dhaka now starts
at 8:30am and that from Kolkata at
7:10am (local ime).

Bangladesh is also going to
reduce the 15-minute halt at
Ishwardi (for loading food items) {0
five minutes.

Meanwhile, the communica-
tions ministry has asked the finance
ministry to take steps so that
Kolkata-bound passengers can buy
Indian currency from Sonali Bank at
Darsana station. It has also asked
the authontes in India to ensure
that the passengers can buy Indian
currency at Gede.

And responding to Bangladesh
Railway's April 20 proposals, India
has started sending coach-wise list
of passengers and stopped sale of
group tickets, said Asadullah.

Saifur's son
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of income and concealing wealth
information.

ACC Deputy Director Sharmin
Ferdousy filed the case with Ramna
Police Station under sections 26(2)
and 27(1) of the ACC Act 2004 and
sectuon 15 of the Emergency Power
Rules 2007.

In the case, Babu was accused of
concealing informaton of wealth
worth about Tk 1.28 crore in his
wealth statement submitted to the
ACC and amassing wealth worth
aboutTk 13.85cr beyond his known
sources ofincome.

Babu is one of the 35 graft sus-
pects on the ACC list disclosed last
October. He submitted his wealth
statement to the commission in
Novemberlastyear.
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