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Students led by Nadim dance at the Russian Centre for Science and Culture

FAYZA HAQ

To celebrate International Dance Day, the Russian
Centre for Science and Culture arranged a programme
on April 28 showcasing various types of dance. These

included Latin American pieces by artistes

Nadim, a Nepali dance, and Bangladeshi dances by

"Coming to Bangladesh, I felt that 'sports dancing,
in which I take part, needed to be encouraged. In my
school I teach the major Latin dance forms like Cuban
Salsa (with its quick tap steps), Meringue (an exercise
of rhythm), Cha-cha-cha, Mumbo, Samba and Lamba-

da.”
led by

On the light fantastic toe

Dance programme at the Russian Centre for Science and Culture

The students also put in a few words of their own.
Elly, who had learntalittle before in Melbourne, said, I

WRTESY SAIKAT MOJUMDEFR

Buzz

When in doubt, take Madonna at
face value. Since the beginning of
her career she has telegraphed her
intentions and labelled hersell
more efficiently than any observer.
She has titled albums Music, Erot-
ica and, in 2005, Confessions on a
Dance Floor for a collection that
mingled personal and Biblical
reflections with club grooves,
Flaunting her ever-changing
image, she named one tour Who's
That Girl?, another Re-Invention.

She's just as blunt on her 11th
studio album, Hard Candy
(Warner Brothers), released this
week. There's no question that this
album aims to please -- and itdoes.
"See which flavour you like and I'll
have it for you," she promises as
the album starts with Candy Shop,
and she follows through: "Come
on into my store/l got candy
galore.”

That's a come-on, of course, but
it's also a statement of purpose.
Hard Candy is devoted to the
instant gratification of a musical
sweet tooth -- it's candy, not tofu --
and, equally important, to the
continuing commercial potency of
"mystore.”

Madonna turns 50 this sum-
mer. The onetime club-hopping

"Material Girl" is now a married
mother of three who's making a
midlife job change. She's leaving
behind her career-long major-
label contract for a deal with the
concert promotion giant Live
Nation that will keep her on the

Material woman, restoring her brand

Madonna's latest album Hard Candy is out

tions, she's polishing the basics of
verse-chorus-verse. And instead of
another full-scale reinvention,
she's looking back, deliberately

Madonna's financial future is
by no means precarious now that

she's on her own. In a so-called

“360 deal” reportedly worth as

hobby uf Chnsuamry bamng mth

start worrying about the news.
During last year's Confessions tour,
Madonna melded her long-time

album gets to social consciousness
is 4 Minutes, which has a clock
ticking and Justin Timberlake
singing, “We only got four minutes
to save the world!”" in his best
Michael Jackson imitation.

The lyrics on Hard Candy keep
things simple and poppy, and the
music stays almost skeletal, the
better to reveal its hooks. As on
Confessions, the sound reaches
back to Madonna's early 1980s
days as a New York City club regu-
lar. Now, cannily, she combines
those pumping synthesiser chords
with hip-hop’s digital stutters and
a precise, computerised veneer.
Madonna wrote the songs on Hard
Candy with Justin Timberlake and
with Pharrell Williams of the
Neptunes, and the producer
Timbaland adds his touches;
Kanye Westdrops by to rap on Beat
Goes On.They're all established hit
makers, as well as some of the
cleverest hook-makers alive.

Madonna might be singing to
all her wannabes through the
decades in She's Not Me, a brand-
ing statement -- “She doesn't have
my name” -- couched as a warn-
ing to a lover. It's about a girl who
tries to steal a man by copying
everything from the singer's
perfume to her reading list. Asifto
remind the guy that he and the
singer have a shared past, the
track reaches way back to revive
disco -- scrubbing guitar, canned
hand claps, brief touches of (syn-

4

much as ‘$120 -million, Live
Gtk Wl andle et wﬁ
output, encompassing alb
ticket sales, licensing and mer-
chandising. “I'll be your one-stop
candy shop/Everything that I
got,” she sings, appropnately.

students of Sohel Rana.

The Bangladeshi dances followed popular folk
tunes like Bajerey bajey Banglar dhol, Moina chhalat
chhalat choley rey, Phaguner mohoney, Sampanwalla
and more. Both the young men and women were
dressed in colourful costumes and the dances went
well with the audience. The solo Kaththak perfor-

like dancing very much and what Nadim teaches is
different from what I learnt before. I've been training
for five months. [ come here three times a week and
each session lasts forabout two hours.”

Fabiha said that she has been taking dance lessons
for four months. "I find the dance steps very creative.
Whatl like best are Tango and Salsa. I find Cha-cha-cha

echoing, the .spund. of her earl
* “years,wi aPm’Echfaq&Jlfh < { =

Alungalde whatever she has
offered her audience through the
years -- sex, glamour, dancing,
defiance, blasphemy, spirituality
- Madonna has never pretended

road and making albums over the |
nextdecade.

Hard Candy is Madonna's last
album of new material for Warner
Brothers Records, which says she
has sold more than 200 million
albums worldwide (via the Sire

__thetic) Strings -- while
g e
Ath disco-ball mirrors, wearing a ‘tbeth
crown of thorns, while video Which is true. No one since
images of suffering Africans were Madonna (including the
shown. Last year at the Live Earth Neptunes' client Britney Spears,
concert she introduced a would- whom Madonna once raved

mance was also laudable.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Kamrul Islam Nadim,
"Ilearnt Latin dances
when I was a school student in New Delhi. The school
encouraged music, dancing and fine arts. We also
participated in inter-school competitions. 1 was not

who led the western dances said,

and Waltz enjoyable too.”
Another student Shanto said,
most comfortable in Salsa.”
student, who performed the Nepali dance, said, "The
danceisin praise of the scenic beautyof Nepal.”
The evening was a pleasant one and the audience

inclined to eastern Indian dances. stayed ontillthe end. makers. Instead of arty provoca- success. into home life, raise families and The closest Madonna's new  Source:The New York Times
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“Thisis my hobby. ['m
[sha Oly, a university

label and later her own Maverick)
since her career beganin 1982,
Instead of introducing little-
known dance-world producers
into the mainstream, she is work-
ing with thoroughly established hit

to be anything but diligent. She's
disciplined, hard-working and
determined to sell. For Madonna
as a pop archetype, the truest
pleasure isn't momentary physi-
cal ecstasy or divine rapture but

WEell, not everything. Madonna
was getting mighty serious on her
21st-century albums American
Life and Confessions on a Dance
Floor. It's something that happens
to songwriters in their 40s. Their
perspective changes as they settle

be environmental anthem, Hey

You, that tried and failed to be her
equivalent of John Lennon's Imag-
ine. The song came and went,
raising some corporate donations,

but does not appear on the new
album.

about) has come close to achieving
the same alchemy of flirtation, pop
proficiency, concert spectacle and
self-guided tenacity. But she still
has to watch herback.
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