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Palestinian militant groups were in
Cairo yesterday for Egyptian-
mediated talks on a possible truce
with Israel that has already been
approved by the Islamist Hamas.

The Palestinian factions trav-
elled from Gaza, Damascus and
Amman for two-days of talks with
Egyptian intelligence chief Omar
Suleiman, who isin charge of medi-
ating Palestinian-Israeli talks.

Egypt has been serving as a go-
between in truce negotiations as
Israel refuses any direct contacts
with organisations it considers
terror groups.

"Meetings with Suleiman are set
to begin at 6 pm (1500 GMT),"
Rabah Mohanna, from the leftist
Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP), told AFP.

Other factions include the
Popular Resistance Committees
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(PRC), the Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), the
Popular Struggle Front (PSF) and
Islamic Jihad, which fires most of
Gaza's rockets at Israel.

The truce talks are taking place
against a background of ongoing
violence in the Gaza Strip where
four children and their mother
were killed in an explosion on
Monday.

Palestinian witnesses blamed it
on an Israeli missile, countering the
Israeli army's statement that the
blast was caused when explosives
carried by Palestinian militants
detonated during the air strike.

On the same day, Palestinian
rockets fired from Gaza damaged
an Israeli house.

Senior Hamas leader and for-
mer prime minister Ismail Haniya
described the "massacre” as part of
[srael’s "constant attempts to
destroy any regional or interna-

tional effort to lift the siege and end
the violence.”

Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas said that "this aggression does
not serve the efforts being exerted to
bring about a period of calm and
hinders the peace process.”

Following the killings, Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert said that
[srael "deeply regrets that civilians
not involved (in the violence) are
affected.”

Hamas last week told the
Egyptians it would be ready to
accepta truce firstin the Gaza Strip,
to be followed six months later in
the West Bank.

[srael has expressed doubts
about Hamas's intentions but said
it would consider a truce if Hamas
stopped firing rockets at Israeli
territory and attacking border
positions.

Senior Hamas leader Mahmud
Zahar warned on Tuesday that
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Palestinian militants
talk truce in Cairo

Palestinian armed groups would
use "every means” against [srael if
itdoes not accept a proposed truce
in and around the Gaza Strip.

Addressing hundreds of stu-
dents at Gaza's Islamic University,
Zahar said his Islamist movement
was awaiting aresponse from Israel
to a truce proposal, as several
smaller Palestinian factions met in
Cairo to discuss the plan. :

"They can answer yes or no, but
if they answer no, then an isolated,
starving people, and the well-
known Palestinian factions among
them, will have no choice but to use
every means against Israel to
defend ourselves, " he said.

Abbas was in Egypt on Sunday
and gave his "unconditional”
support to Egypt's efforts, ask-
ing the Palestinian ambassador
to Cairo, Nabil Amr, to monitor
the talks on behalf of his Fatah
movement,

China blames
high speed for
train disaster

AFP, Zibo

Chinese authorities on Tuesday
blamed excessive speed for the
nation's worst train crash in more
than a decade, amid fears the death
tollwould climb past 70,

After the line to the seaside town
of Qingdao -« the venue of the
Olympics sailing competition -
was quickly reopened, the official
Xinhua news agency cited an
investigation panel saying "high
speed” caused the accident.

The passenger train from
Beijing that derailed and slammed
Into an oncoming train was travel-
ling at 131 kilometres (81 miles) an
hour, in excess of that section's 80-
kilometre-an-hour limit, it said,
citing the panel headed by the
central government's work safety
administration.

A local official at the scene of
Monday's pre-dawn crash near
Zibo city in eastern China's
Shandong province also sought to
blame the driver of the train from
Beijing, believed to have been
carrying more than 1,000 people.

"It's human error. The train was
going way too fast," Zibo city
spokesman Li Chenggang told AFP.
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PHOTO: AFP

Chairperson of India's Congress-led UPA Government Sonia Gandhi (L) is watched by Confederation of Indian

“Industry (Cll) President and Chairman, Bharti Telecommunication and Sunil Bharti Mittal as she releases a health

booklet during the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) National Conference and Annual Session 2008, 'Building
People and Building India’ in New Delhi yesterday.

PT1, Chennai

Asking the Centre to play a 'major
role' to bring both the Sri Lankan
Government and the LTTE to nego-
tiating table, the BJP today said the
recent meeting between Priyanka
Vadhra and Nalini, a convict in the
Rajiv Gandhi Assassination case,
was done with a 'motif’.

"The Indian Government
should play a major role to bring
both the LTTE and the Sri Lankan
Government to negotiating table,”
BJP president Rajnath Singh told
reporters here.

Reacting to Priyanka's highly
publicised visit to the Vellore
Central Prison on March 19 to meet
Nalini, he said "Her wisit to see
Nalini was a diplomatic tactics
used by the Congress with a motif."
He, however, did not elaborate.

Singh also termed as a "personal
opinion" the former national

BJP asks Delhi to
mediate between
[Lanka and LITE

security advisor Brajesh Mishra's
statement that he preferred India
to sign the nuclear deal with the
US. The BJP had not changed its
stand of opposing the agree-
ment. .

Stating that BJP favoured imple-
mentation of the Sethusamudram
Ship Canal Project without affect-
ing the Ram Sethu (Adam's Bridge)
in the Palk Straits, he appealed to
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
Karunandihi to re-align the project
SO as to preserve It

Singh also demanded a white
paper on inflation and accused the
UPA Government of total failure to
curb the rising inflation.

He said BJP rejected Union
Finan ce avadn lza'ter oy
Chidambaram's stand that infla-
tion was a global phenomenon as
the rate of inflation in the US was
three per cent and four per cent in
otherdeveloping countries.

CPN-UML offers conditional
support to Maoist-led

Nepali govt

PTI1, AFP, Kathmandu

The Communist Party of Nepal
(UML) vesterday offered condi-
tional support to a Maoist-led
government, demanding a com-
mon minimum programme based
on "national consensus” and one
of the top three posts.

'The common minimum
programme should be determined
forging national consensus before
forming a new government and for
that a seven party meeting should be
held very soon to discuss the modali-
ties..,” acting general secretary of
CPN-UMLAmrit Bohara told PTL

At a central committee meeting
of the Communist Party of Nepal
(United Marxist-Leninist), which
bagged 103 seats in the 601-
member Constituent assembly,
most members insisted that the
party should not join the govern-
ment, party sources said after

yesterday's conclave

Some members, however, sug-
gested that the top posts of
President, Prime Minister and
Chairman of the Constituent
Assembly be shared among the
three major parties-- CPN-Maoist,
Nepali Congress and CPN-UML,
the sources added.

However, Bohar added "the
Maoists have not yet brought any
concrete proposal and we have not

yet decided whether to join the’

Maoist led government or not."
Maoists, who ended their decade-
long armed struggle for abolition of
monarchy in 2006 and joined
political mainstream, emerged as
the single largest party after the
April 10 elections bagging 220 seats
and are demanding the leadership
ofthe new government.

In a bid to convince the CPN-
UML to join a goverriment, Maoist
chairman Prachanda met outgoing

general secretary of the party
Madhav Kumar Nepal yesterday.

CPN-UML ministers quit the
cabinet last week following the
pary's dismal poll performance.

Meanwhile, hardline Hindus
have vowed an "armed struggle” to
save Nepal's King Gyanendra from
losing his throne after former Maoist
rebels swept elections in the home of
the world'slast Hindu monarchy.

Dozens of Hindu leaders who
met in northern India for the
annual conference of the
Kathmandu-based World Hindu
Federation pledged to protect King
Gyanendra "at all cost,” a Hindu
leader told AFP on Monday:.

"He is worthy of worship by all
Hindus and we will protect him
and bring him back to power at all
cost," said Yogi Kaushalendranath,
head priest of the Devi Patan tem-
plein Uttar Pradesh state where the
weekend meeting took place.

THE DAILY TIMES, Islamabad

The judges sacked on November 3,
2007, will be restored through a
constitutional package likelyin two
weeks, Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari
said on Monday. :

In an interview with Geo TV, he
said a comprehensive package
would be tabled in parliament
along with a resolution and an
executive order.

He said the restoration of the
sacked judges within the 30-day
deadline was a political proposition
and not a Hadith (that should be
adhered to strictly). The restoration
was notasimple matter, hesaid, asit
involved law and constitution.

He said the judges' restoration
was not the PPP's mandate and
people had voted for the party
because of its slogan, 'food, cloth-
ing and shelter'. But he said he
wanted to honour Nawaz's pledge
that the sacked judges would be
restored.

Zardari said he wanted not just
judges but the institution of judi-
ciary to be independent, and the
reforms package his party had put

Reinstatement of Pak judges
may take two weeks: Zardari

together aimed at strengthening
the judiciary. The constitutional
package would ensure the incum-
bent judges worked together with
the sacked ones, he added.

Prime minister: The PPP co-
chairman said he could easily have
become the prime minister if he

had wanted to, but that Prime |
Minister Yousaf Raza Gillani would

remain in office for the full five-
year term.

Zardari said he had applied for a |

party ticket te contest from four
constituencies and the decision to
give Aitzaz Ahsan a ticket would be
made by the party.

Civilian president: He said that
he would like the parliament to
gain more strength by removing
the 58 (2b) clause and that he
would also like to bring in a civilian
president.

Zardari said the previous gov-
ernment had blamed the assassi-
nation of Benazir Bhutto on Al
Qaeda but the matter required a
United Nations-led probe. “Ido not
want to send an 18-year-old boy to
the gallows for her assassination
and want to know the real motives
behindit,” he said.
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BANGLADESH SUGAR & FOOD INDUSTRIES CORPORATION
CHINISHILPA BHABAN, 3, DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000.
Fax: 880-2-9555780, 9550481 TeL: 9560412
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PHOTO: AFP

Iranian President Mahmoud, Ahmadinejad (L) and Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse (R) stand with officials during the playing of national
anthems at a ceremony in Colombo yesterday. Ahmadinejad, who arrived
from Pakistan, was in Colombo to flag off a 1.5 billion dollar worth of projects

to boost Sri Lanka's energy needs.
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PHOTO. AFP
Afghan Defence Minister Abdul Rahim Wardak (L) addresses parliament in Kabul yesterday, Afghanistan's parlia-

ment summoned national security leaders for questioning over an attack at a parade that killed three people, includ-
ing an MP, although President Hamid Karzai survived.

Karzai was warned of
assassination plot

Atghan suicide blast kills 15 civilians

AP, AFP, Kabul

President Hamid Karzai was
warned of a weekend assassination
plot against him, Afghanistan's
intelligence chief said Tuesday,
while admitting failings by security
services.

Meanwhile, a suicide attack
killed 15 people in an eastern prov-
ince, a Nato spokesman said.

The insurgent Taliban move-
ment said'one of its fighters carried
out the suicide bombing in the
small town of Khogyani in the
eastern province of Nangarhar.

Amrullah Saleh told Parliament
the plot to kill Karzai was hatched
last month and the gunmen had
rented the hotel room they opened
fire from 45 days before the attack.

Karzai and other dignitaries
escaped unharmed from Sunday's
assaultduringa ceremony in Kabul
marking Afghanistan's victory over

the Soviet occupation of the coun-
try in the 1980s. Three other peo-
ple,including a lawmaker, died.

Three of the attackers were also
killed in a gunbattle with security
forces after the assault, Karzai's
government said, but the Taliban
said three other insurgents got away:.

"We had technical information
... that this work would happen,”
Saleh told a National Assembly
session broadcast live on national
television. "We passed this infor-
mation to the national security
(adviser) and to the president of
Afghanistan.”

Despite stringent measures by
security services to protect the
event, "the result is that we failed,”
Saleh said.

He refused to give further details
about the plot during an open
session.

An Afghan intelligence official
has said about 100 people were

rounded up for questioning after
the attack. Some of those ques-
tioned have since been freed,
officials say. The official spoke on
condition of anonymity because he
was not authorized to speak to the
media.

Saleh, Defence Minister Abdur
Rahim Wardak and Interior Minister
Zarar Ahmad Mogbel were sum-
moned to explain to lawmakers
whathappened Sunday.

Daud Sultanzoy, a lawmaker,
demanded all three security offi-
cials resign although there was no
immediate sign that would hap-
pen.

The attack in the Afghan capital
underscored the fragile grip of
Karzai's government in the face of
Taliban insurgents.

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice on Monday said the attack
showed Karzai's administration is
underastrong threat.

30 killed in street battles
in Baghdad's Sadr City

AP, Baghdad

Shia militants ambushed a US
patrol in Baghdad's embattled Sadr
City district yesterday and more
than two dozen people were killed
in the fighting, a US military spokes-
man and Iraqgi officials said. Six
American soldiers were wounded.
The clashes broke out at 9:30
a.m. after US troops were attacked
with rocket-propelled grenades

and machine guns, spokesman Lt
Col. Steve Stover said. As the troops
were leaving the area, a vehicle was
hit with two roadside bombs,
Stover said.

Officials at the Imam Ali and al-
Sadr general hospitals said about
25 people had died, with several
dozen wounded. The officials who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they are not authorized to
release the information, said most

of the victims were civilians.

Stover said US forces targeted
gunmen in the area with rockets
fired from a guided multiple-
launch rocket system, which fires
high-explosive warheads weighing
200 pounds. He said 28 extremists
werekilled.

"We have every right to defend
ourselves,” he said. "The problem
is they're using houses, rooftops
and alleyways (as cover).”
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(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
Registered Office: WAPDA Building (Furst Floor), 12 Motjheel C/A, Dhaks-1000

BTMC Bhaban (3* Floor), 7-9, Kewran Bazar OA, Dhalos- 1215, Tel: 830-2-9116382, $124197
Fax: 880-2-9115345 E-mail: egcb td@yaboacom
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INVITATION FOR INTERNATIONAL OPEN TENDER.

] Ministry / Division Power Division, Ministry of Power, Encrgy & Mincral Resources.

2 Agency Electricity Generation Compeny of Bangladesh Lid

3 Procuring Entity name Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh Lid.

4 Procuring Entity Code NA

5 Procuring Entity District Dhaka

6 [nvitation for Procurement of Regulating Valve’s Column Ready Assembly of HP.C
and Regulating Valve of HP.C for Siddhirganj 210 MW Thermal
Power Station, EGCB, Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

7 Tender Ref. No. $63-EGCB/2008

8 Date 24-04-2008

9 Procurement Method International Open Tendering Method.

10 Budget and Source of Funds Own fund of EGCB Ltd..

11 Development Partners :}fi

ject/ Programme Code

:i ::13 Programme Name Procurement of Regulating Valve's Culu_mn Rcady Assembly of HP.C
and Regulating Valve of H.P.C for Siddhirganj 210 MW Thermal
Power Station, EGCB, Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

kage No N/A
:: $:133 lﬁ::hg: Name Procurement of Regulating Valve's Column Ready Assembly of HP.C

and Regulating Valve of H.P.C for Siddhirganj 210 MW Thermal
Power Station, EGCB, Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

16 Tender Publication Date

30-04-2008

17 Tender Last Selling Date

15-06-2008 up to 15-00 Hr (BST)

18 Tender Submission Date & Time

16-06- 2008 up to 12-00 Hr (BST)

19 Tender Closing Date & Time

16-06-2008 at 12-00 Hr (BST)

20 Tender Opening Date & Time

16-06-2008 on 13:00 Hrs (BST) (Tenderers or their authonzed
representatives, if any, are allowed 10 attend).

21 Place of selling Tender Document, Electricity Generabon Company of Bangladesh Lt BTMC Bhaban
Receiving & Opening (8" Floor), 7-9, Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka-1215, Bangladesh
22 Place/Date/Time of Pre Tender Meeting N/A e
2] Eligibility of Tenderer The Manufacturer/Tenderer shall have a minimum of 3 (three) years of
specific experience in the Production / supply of similar goods
24 Brief Description of Related services N/A uF
25 Price of Tender Document TK 2000/= (Two thousand) or US § 29/=(Twenty nine) to be pntd_m

of Bangladesh Ltd

the form of Bank Draft / Pay order in favor of Electricity Generation | |

26 Experience, Resources and Delivery Capacity

The Manufacturer/Tenderer shall have a minimum of 3 (three) years of

Required specific experience in the Production / supply of similar goods.
27 Other Details (If applicable) ﬁ:
28 Association with foreign firms is | : |
29 Lot Identification of Lot Location m;&mumy Completion Time
No. ‘
Single | Regulating Valve's Column Siddhirganj 210 MW Thermal | US $ 5700/=or | 120 days from opening
l..olBJ Ready Assembly of H.P.C and Power Station, EGCB, BDT 400000/= | of the L/C
Regulating Valve of H.P.C N Bangladesh.
30 Name of Official Inviting the Tender Kazi Nazrul Islam

3 Address of Official Inviting the Tender

Company Secretary, EGCB Ltd,, BTMC Bhaban
(8® Floor), 7-9, Kawrun Bazar, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

72| Contact details of OfMcial_Inviting the Tender :

[ Tel-880-2-9116382, Fux: 880-2-9118345

The Procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.
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