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American, Iraqi troops
“kill 38 militants

.‘\.P, Baghdad
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American and lraqi troops killed 38
militants in the fiercest clashes
with militants in weeks in Baghdad,
including 22 who attacked a mili-
tary checkpoint in a Shia militia
stronghold, the US mulitary
Monday

Suspected Shia extremists,
apparently taking advantage ol a
sandstorm that blanketed the
L‘.li)ll.!'l attacked check-
points and hammered the US-
protected Green Zone in the ferc-
ast salvo in weeks on Sunday. The
sandstorm had grounded the
American aircraft that normally
prowl forlaunching teams

Attacks continued
morning as insurgents
more rockets or mortar
toward the Green Zone,

said

SCY t"[d|

Monday
lobbed
shells
which

houses the US embassy and much
of the Iragi government on the west
side of the Tigris River, beneliting
from t'l'II]AIHIt'Ll limited wvisibility
that gave cover to the launching
teams. Alarms could be heard and
the public address system in the
area warned residents to take covel
and stay away from windows.

The US Embassy on Monday
confirmed the area was hit by
indirect fire, the military's term for
rocket or mortdr attacks, and said
there were "no reports of serious
injury or deaths atthis ime.”

[he fighting escalated as anti-
US cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, rejected
terms set by the Iraqi government
for lifting a crackdown against his
Mahdi Army milina.

[he clashes Sunday were con-
centrated in Sadr City, the strong-
hold of the Mahdi Army, where US

soldiers used Abrams main battle
tanks to repel the attackers,

The American and Iraql soldiers
came under artack "by a large
group of criminals,” the US mili-
tary said in a statement.

Fifty-eight people, including
five children and eight women,
were also injured in clashes in Sadr
City since Sunday, local health
officials said Monday.

On Sunday, the US military
claimed success with operations that
have effectively sealed off the south-
ern section of Baghdad's Sadr City, a
militia stronghold that is believed to
be one of the prime launching sites
for the Green Zone artacks,

The Green Zone has been regu-
larly shelled since fighting broke
out over a US-backed government
crackdown against militias that
began in late March. American

commanders have blamed what
they call Iranian-backed Shia
factions they say have broken with
a cease-fire imposed by al-Sadr in
late August

On Sunday, Al-Sadr's spokes-
man in the holy city of Najaf called
the Shia-led government's terms
for ceasing the crackdown against
the militias "illogical.”

Salah al-Obeidi accused Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki, himsell a
Shia, of wanting to resolve the prob-
lem by force instead of dialogue
Chief among al-Maliki's demands
announced Friday were that the
militias surrender heavy weapons
and hand over all wanted people,

Brig. Gen, Qassim al-Moussawi,
the Iraqi military spokesman for
Baghdad operations, on Sunday
said the government would main-
tain the crackdown.

—

e —————— e

Big bomb

a'\FP. Coli ymbo

A ball-bearing packed bomb capa-
ble of causing devastation was
defused at a crowded bus staton in
northwestern Sri Lanka yesterday,
just minutes before it had been set
to explode, police said.

[he device, equipped with a
timer, discovered In
Galgamuwa, 100 kilometres (60
miles) north of the capital Colombo

"Passengers alerted the police
and the bomb was defused just in
time,” a police official said. "There
were ball bearings packed into the
bomb and they could have caused

was

defused in Lanka

alotofcasualties.

[t was similar to a device which
went off in an overcrowded bus on
Friday just outside Colombo, killing
26 people and injuring 63. The attack
was blamed by authorities on the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE)

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan war-
planes Monday bombed a building
complex next to a rebel airstrip in
guerrilla-held territory in the
north, the defence ministry said,
inflicted severe damages, but no
details of casualties were given.

The air sorties came a day after
LTTE separatists flew two light

fixed-wing planes which dropped
three bombs on two military bases
in the island's north-eastern Weli
Oyaregion.

Sunday's pre-dawn air raid by
the Tigers using Czech-built Zlin-
143 aircraft came despite new anfi-
aircraft defences put up by the
security forces. One soldier was
injured in the attacks on sites used
as ground troop bases.

Elsewhere, security forces killed
seven LTTE combatants in ground
battles in the northern district of
Vavuniya on Sunday, the ministry
said putting mulitary losses at two
soldiers dead and four wounded.

iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (2-L) walks with Pakistani Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani upon arrival
at the Prime Minister's House in Islamabad yesterday. Ahmadinejad arrived in Pakistan for a brief visit to meet the

country's new government and his Pakistani counterpart Pervez Musharraf.
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Rescuers work at the site w}}ere two trains collided in an early morning accident in Zibo in eastern China's Shandong province yesterday. At least 70 people
were killed and nearly 250 injured when a passenger train from Beljing slammed into another train in eastern China.

Hindus vow to protect

Nepali king

AFP, Lucknow

Hardline Hindus have vowed an
"armed struggle” to save Nepal's
King Gyanendra from losing his
throne after former Maoist rebels
swept elections in the home of the
world's last Hindu monarchy.

Dozens of Hindu leaders who
met in northern India for the
annual conference of the
Kathmandu-based World Hindu
Federation pledged to protect King
Gyanendra "at all cost,” a Hindu
leader told AFP on Monday.

"He is worthy of worship by all
Hindus and we will protect him
and bring him back to power at all
cost,” said Yogi Kaushalendranath,
head priest of the Dewvi Patan tem-
plein Uttar Pradesh state where the
weekend meetingtook place

“Ending the kingship is like
defeating Hinduism."

he World Hindu Federation,
which has close ties to fundamen-
talist Hindu groups in India, was
founded in 1981 by Nepal's former
King Birendra, who was slain in a
2001 palace massacre that wiped
out much of the royal family.

King Gyanendra was enthroned
after the death of his brother
Birendra and the organisauon,
which says it has chapters in 100
countries, has called him the "em-
peror” ofall Hindus.

Followers of the faith believe
Nepal's monarch is an incarnation
of Vishnu, the "preserver,” one of
the most revered Hindu deities.

Scores of Nepalis, including
former army chief and federation
head Bharat Keshar Singh, crossed
the border to attend the meeting
and to electanew head -- also from
the Himalayan country's royalist
army.

The conference listened to a
message from Nepal's King
Gyanendra, whose hold on power
has become increasingly tenuous
in the wake of an upset victory by
former Maoist rebels who have
long called for arepublic.

[he Maoists, who fought a
bloody insurgency that ended in
2006 with 13,000 dead, have won
over a third of the seats in a new
assembly that will draft a fresh
constitution -- double the number
of seats of their nearestrivals

Last week, the former rebels
reiterated, their pledge to abolish
the moenarchy as soon as a new
Interim governmentsits,

But the Indian priest said
Hindus could not allow that to
happen.

"We cannottolerate this and will
start an armed struggle against the
Maoists,” he said, without provid-
ing details on what the groups
planned to do.
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| Afghan President Hamid Karzai (R) and his Turkmenistan counterpart
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov leave after a press conference at the
' Presidential Palace in Kabul yesterday. Turkmenistan and Afghanistan

signed deals on energy, transport and culture on Monday, days after
agreeing with Pakistan and Indian to push forward a multi-billion-dollar

' gas pipeline.

US working to link
subcontinent with
Central Asia

THE DAWN, Washington

Pakistan and Afghanistan enjoy a
pivotal role in US policies which
also envisage India playing a key
rolein theregion.,

"Everybody (benefits) from
India with a potential new source
of energy and a place to export to,
to Pakistan, which becomes a
logical port and hub for alot of this
trade,” says US Assistant Secretary
of State Richard Boucher,

"Afghanistan, which becomes a
transit point and contributor to the
(rade, or Central Asia which in
addition to their ties to Russia,
China, and Europe gets (o open up
another set of export routes and
avenues," headded.

But a transcript titled “The year
ahead in South and Central Asia”
released at the weekend, acknowl-
ecdges that this goal cannot be
achieved unless there's stability in
both Afghanistan in Pakistan.

Interestingly, there i1s no men-
tion of Iran, an oil-rich country
with borders and influence in both
South and Central Asia.

Boucher, however, does talk

about a US suggestion to Indian
leaders that they should ask
I[ranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad to abandon Irans
nuclear programme when he visits
New DelhionTuesday:.

Boucher also failed to menton
the Iran-Pakistan-India gas project
Mr Ahmadinejad hopes to finalise
during his visit.

The US opposes any major
investmentin an Iranian project.

Instead, Mr Boucher under-
lined US efforts to link Central
and South Asia through
Afghanistan. He pointed out that
the US, Japan, China, the Asian
Development Bank and others
were building roads between

— s e

Central and South Asia, including

one that links the Kazakh city ol
Almaty to Karachi.

"That's new. That's different
That's good. And that's an oppot-
tunity,” he said. The US, he said.
was working with Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan to
develop electricity lines for
Afghanistan and with Tajikistan

to help bring electricity to |

Pakistan,

Pak coalition leaders meet
in Dubai to settle
judges impasse

AFP,Islamabad

Pakistani coalition leaders will
hold crucial talks in Dubai yester-
day to finalise a draft on the resto-
ration of judges sacked by
President Pervez Musharraf,
party officials said,

Shahbaz Sharif, brother of
former premier Nawaz Sharif will
meet with Asif Ali Zardari, the
widower of slain opposition
leader Benazir Bhurtto, Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
party spokesman Siddiqul Farooq
told AFP.

Zardari, who is in the Gulf
emirate where his family lived
for much of the previous
decade, has already summoned
law minister Farooq Naek to
hammer out details of the plan
which is to be endorsed by the
parliament.

They will discuss a draft pre-
pared by a committee of the
coalition partners last week, the
spokesman said.

The committee was set up
after reaching an impasse last
week over the reinstatement of

dozens of judges, including chief
justice Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry, who were deposed by
Musharraf under a state of emer-
gency in November.

Musharraf took the unprece-
dented decision when it
appeared the Supreme Court was
about to overturn his re-election
as presidentin October.

The coalition partners who
defeated Musharraf's politcal
allies in February elections,
signed a pact in March pledging
to restore the judges within 30
days of the new government
taking power.

The deadline expires at the
end of this month, Farooq said
adding that "we want to imple-
ment the pactinletterand spirit.”

“We have full confidence In
Zardari. He is a man of commit-
ment,” Farooq said amid specula-
tion that Bhutto's party had some
reservations.

Party insiders say the main
division is over whether to leave
Chaudhry out of the plan to
restore the judges.

If the chief justice is restored

he could take up fresh challenges
to Musharraf's position, risking
further instability in the mili-
tancy-hit, nuclear-armed nation.

Another possibility is that he
could also seek to overturn an
amnesty deal made late last year
that cleared Zardari of graft
charges..

The deal allowed Bhutto and
Zardari 1o return home from exile
last year. Bhutto was assassinated
inan attackin December

New prime minister Yousaf
Raza Gilani, a key aide of Bhurto,
who freed Chaudhry and other
judges from house arrest lass
month, reiterated on Sunday that
all judges will be restored.

The judges issue has become
very iampestant and nobody can
oppose their reinstarement—
Farooq said. "Any deviation
would be political suicide,” he
added.

He said if an accord i1s reached
in Dubai the prime ministér may
ask Musharraf to convene the
parliament to adopt a resolution
ontheissue.
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for Tenders

-

Date:

T GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH L7 5
1 |Ministry/Division: Ministry of Science and Information & Communication Technology
2 |Agency: Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC) '
3 |Procuring Entity Name: implementation of Computer Training Programme in 128 Educational Institutions in 64 Districts
4 |Procuring Entity Code: Not used at present
S |Procuring Entity District: Dhaka
6 |Invitation For: Goods
7 |Invitation Ref No.: RF/48 (W¥1-08/T%/300%-40
8

28-April-2008

KEY INFORMATION - 3.8 S5 4\ Sot v ko At Bl * SRR e ey 31w PP e & Bve « ol

10 |Budget and Source of Funds:

9 |Procurement Method: NCT , Open Tendering Method (OTM)
FUNDING INFORMATION S B o L P R AR # S G ter o - Sy ot o op o

11 |Development Partner:

PARTICULAR INFORMATION = -

12 |Project/Programme Code:

THes e TR a PETT LY ey e EE IR
R e R N s SRR P TR SR AR IR 3 5
2605-7000

13 }Projecti Programme Name:

Implementation of Computer Training Programme in 128 Educational Institutions in 64
District

14 jTender Package No.:

02 of Fy 2007-08

15 |Tender Package Name:

Supply of UPS & Voltage Stabilzer

16 Tender Publication Date:

28-April-2008

17 |Tender Last Selling Date:

14-May-2008

18 |Tender Closing Date and Time:

15-May-2008 at 3:00 PM

19 |Tender Opening Date and
Time:

15-May-2008 at 3:15 PM

20 Name & Addresses of the
Offices :

Selling TendérDocument: . *
CTP128EI Project Office, 3™ Floor, BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Shere Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207

Recelving Tender Document:

CTP128EI Project Office, 3™ Floor, BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Shere Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207

Opening Tender Document: .

kam Room, 3™ Floor, BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Shere Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

21 |Place/Date/Time of
Pre-Tender Meeting
(Optional):

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER -

22 |Eligibility of Tenderer:

N/A

&J
ke A

23 |Brief Description of Goods or
Works:

24 |Brief Description of Related
Services:

25 |Price of Tender Document:

26 |LotNo. |Identification”

Tk. 1000.00 (One Thousand) In cash (Non-Refundable

Supply of 388 nos. UPS (1000VA) & 96
nos. Voltage Stabllizer (1000VA)

i O ll.rl "."' ;

4 weeks

F ol s T - ——

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILSAG: Nabwumitret "oe GURYR Qo Sa il - e S SRR X o o¢
27 |Name of Officlal Inviting Tender: Md. Sarwar Mostafa Chowdhury
28 |Deslgnation of Officlal Inviting Tender: |Project Director, CTP128El

29 |Address of Officlal Inviting Tender

30 Contact Detalls of Official Invltlng_Tandnr

BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Shere Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Phone: 8144792, Fax: 9124626

31 |The procurlng entlg reserves the right to accept or reject anyj/all tender(s) without assigning any reason whatsoever,
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