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Scanty rain, power outage hit

tea production, processing

Gardens in Habiganj, Moulvibazar get less than 30 MW power
against demand for 60 MW

[QBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

Power crisis has badly hit tea
production in the country this
year, according to industry
sources.

Besides production loss in
gardens, quality of the sensitive
export item is also being
affected by load shedding up to
six hours a day.

Out of total of 160 tea gar-
dens in the country, 140 are in
Sylhet region, most of them in
Moulvibazar and Habiganj.

Habiganj Palli Bidyut Samity
and Moulvibazar Palli Bidyut
Samity supply electricity to most
of the gardens in the two districts.
The condition in gardens under
Habiganj Palli Bidyut Samities Is
worse mainly due to frequent
power outage.

Processing of tealeaf in facto-
ries is seriously affected due to
load shedding, a least thrice a day.
Low voltage creates another prob-

lem for the industry.

After plucking from gardens,
tea leaves need withering, cut-
ting, fermenting, drying and
sorting to make those ready for
sale. All these need accurate
timing in each stage. It power
goes without prior schedule, a
total dislocation in the whole
chain system is created, result-
ingin fall in quality.

Talking to the Daily Star,
Mohammad Shahjahan, manager
of Samonbhag Tea Estate in
Barlekha upazila, yesterday said
load shedding for 5 to 6 hours a
day is a regular phenomenon.
Besides, low voltage is causing
great inconvenience in smooth
running of the factory.

Besides, we are badly suffering
from the frequent fluctuation in
voltage, he added.

“Tea processing is very sensi-
tive. It needs uninterrupted
power supply. If the production
process in interrupted, quality is

affected.

“The situation is worse this
year compared to that of last year”,
he said.

There was 260 hours' load
shedding from January 1 to
April 20 in tea gardens in Juri
valley while it was for about 160
hours in 20 days only from April
1, the sources said. Both pro-
duction and quality of tea fell
drastically due to frequent
power outage, they said.

Alternative arrangement
cannot ensure steady supply, the
manager of Samonbhag Tea
Estate said. Only a few multina-
tional companies have alterna-
tive arrangement for power
supply, which also can not be
used properly for other reasons,
the sources said.

Tea gardens in the region need
about 50 to 60 megawatt power
while up to 20 megawatt is being
supplied on an average. Habigan,]
Palli Bidtyut Samity and

Moulvibazar Palli Bidyut Samity,
which supply power to most of
the gardens have a total demand
for about 80 megawatt power
while they do not get up to 30
megawatt now, the sources said,

In each of the six tea growing
valleys, there is 180 hours’ load
sheddingin aweek, theyadded.

An official at Bangladesh Tea
Research institute (BTRI) said, tea
production this year had a good
start with a favourable weather.
Rainfall as well as sunshine was
suitable at the beginning of the
season in March. But a drought like
situation is prevailing in some gar-
dens forlast two weeks, they said.

Tea production and processing
needs adequate rainfall with
uniform distribution, fertilisation,
sunshine and uninterrupted
power supply.

Tea production target for the
current year has been fixed at 60
million kg against last year's pro-
duction of 56 million kg.
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No coal import
thru' Tamabil
border for 9 days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Coal import through Tamabil bor-
der could not be resumed as of
yesterday while the stalemate has
continued for nine days, much to
the worry of the importers and
brick manufacturers of the region.

The suspension of coal importis
causing the government a loss of at
least Tk 20 lakh in revenue every
day, customs officials said.

The traders are in great worry at
the stalemate in coal import at the
ending stage of their season. As many
as 150 Indian coal loaded trucks have
remained stranded on the other side
of Tamabil border for the last nine
days, importers said. About 1,500
lzbourers” engdged ' i ' overloading
and loading of the item at the border
have also remained jobless.

Office bearers of Coal Importers
Group in Sylhet alleged that the
Indian traders suspended sending
coal to Bangladesh through
Tamabi-Dauki borders due to
unwanted interference by the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR).

They said the BDR men often
harass the Indian truck drivers and
their helpers in the name of quizzing
for collecting information although
the Indian truckers are allowed to
unload the imported coal on stock-
yard inside the Bangladesh territory
through customs checking and
other formalities.

The Indian sources alleged 'ex-
cesses’ in the name of security check-
ing by Bangladesh border guards.

BDR sources told the Daily Star
that they are noting down informa-
tion about the Indian truckers for
security reasons.

Suspension of coal unloading
inside Bangladesh territory at this
ending part of the season 1Is
unwanted, president of Coal
Importers Group, Sylhet, Haji
Dilwar Hossain, also a director of
Sylhet Chamber of Commerce and
Industries, said yesterday.
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Helpless Rushmida with her two minor sons after the death of her husband Dudu Miah, the lone family bread earner,
in the April 16 Kalihati rail-road accident (Story on page 16).

Indo-Bangla teams complete
survey on Indian side

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A four-member Bangladesh team

accompanied by a team compris-

ing four Indian officials returned
yesterday after a three-day survey

along the Indian side on
Bangladesh-India borders at

Habiganj-Tripura sector.

JK Rath, Director of Survey for

West Bengal, Tripura and Mizoram,

is leading the Indian side while
Director General, Survey of
Bangladesh, Mahfuzur Rahman

heading the Bangladesh side.

The Bangladesh team entered
into the Khowai sub-divisional

town of Tripura through Ballah

borders in Chunarughat upazila in
Habiganj on April 22. They, along
with the Indian officials conducted
a joint survey along the Habiganj-
Khowai broders on April 23-24.
Officials of the two countries will
today conduct joint survey along
20 border pillars from Bangladesh
territory and meet tomorrow at
Habiganj circuit House to review
and finalise the draft demarcation
along the Bangladesh-Tripura
borders.

The job was a long-desired one,
said an official of the Department

of Surveyyesterday.

During the last several decades,
a good number of reference pillars,
border pillars etc had gone missing
due to river erosion, stealing etc

10 hurt in
Keraniganj
boiler blast

UNB, Keraniganj

At least 10 people were injured in a
boiler explosion ata dyeing & wash-
ing factory in Kaliganj area of
Dakkhin Keraniganj early yester-
day.

Local people said the heavy
boiler of Sonali Dyeing and
Washing

Factory exploded with a big
bang at about 3:30am injuring 10
people and damaging four nearby
houses partially.

Of the injured, Sajib, 16,
Shahabuddin, 12, and Sharif, 13,
were taken to Mitford Hospital in
critical condition while another to

'tk 3.440r

cheating case
against
industrialist

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira
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A case has been filed with the Chief
Judicial Magistrate's court at
Satkhira against an industrialist
allegedly for cheating a man of Tk
3.4] crore,

Judge Ranu Bilkis Banu of the
court issued 'summons' against
the accused on Thursday, asking
him to appear before the court
within 15 days.

Akram Hossain, owner of M/s
Mayer* Doa Fish at Chapra in
Assassuni upazila, filed the case
against Mahbub Mollah, propri-
etorof M/s Penguin Sea Food Ltd in
the same upazila, allegedly for
cheating him of Tk 3.41 crore.

Akram Hossain alleged that he
supplied Tk 3.41 crore shrimps to
M/s Penguin Sea Food Ltd but he
did not pay him.

The accused gave him several
cheques but those were dishon-
ored by banks as there was no
moneywith his account.

Akram filed another case
against Mahbub Mollah earlier.
Mollah was arrested but got bail on
promise of payment, the com-
plainant said in he case. But after
release on bail, he did not pay him.

Agrani Bank earlier filed a forg-
ery case with a court at Satkhira
against Mahbub Mollah for taking
Tk 5 crore loan from the bank's
Shyamnagar branch through
forged documents.

Mollah also faces some other
cases for cheating several institu-
tions in the district by issuing false
cheques.

Body to probe
cracks in Khulna
Nagar Bhaban

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Acting mayor Moniruzzaman
Moni has formed a three-member
committee to thoroughly probe the
cause of big cracks that have devel-
oped in the new Nagar Bhaban
constructed ata costofTk 7 crore.

The committee has been asked
to submit report by nextTuesday.

Headed by the head of civil
engineering department of Khulna
University of Engineering and
Technology (KUET) Prof MA
Bashar, two other members of the
commillee are Chiel Executive
Officer Tapan Kumar Ghosh and
acting Chief Engineer Nazmul
Islam of Khulna City Corporation.

Several cracks have developed in
the newly constructed five-storied
building of Khulna city corporation.

The construction works were
inaugurated by city mayor Sheikh
Tayebur Rahman onMay2in 2003.

Messers Jabbed Ali Traders, a
construction firm of Kushtia won
the tender bid but Sheikh Nazrul
[slam, an influential contractor
loyal to the city mayor, allegedly
forced Jabed Ali Traders to sell the
tender and stay away.

Design of the building was
drawn up without testing soil of the
site, said Prof Shamim Mahbubul
Hug, head of urban planning
department of Khulna University.

When asked, Sheikh Nazrul Islam
said he had looked after construction
works in favour of his intimate friend
--contractorJabed Aliof Kushtia.
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Narrowed down by continuous silting, Karnaphuli River is turning risky for navigation of vessels bound for country’s

premier seaport Chittagong.

SUJON ROUNDTABLE IN KHAGRACHHARI

Hold polls to local govt
bodies in CHT

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Civil society leaders at a roundtable
here yesterday demanded holding of
election to all local government
bodies in three hill districts to ensure
transparencyin their activities.

All local governments including
the CHT Regional Council (RC) and
the three hill district councils are
being run by government-
appointed people for long. This
gives scope for corruption on one
hand and belies hopes of hill peo-
ple on the other hand, theysaid.

Women's participation in local
government bodies is negligible in
the three hill districts of
Khagrachhari, Rangamati and
Bandarban, they said.

The roundtable was organised
by Khagrachhari district unit of

Sushashonern Junny Nagesik |

(Sujan). It was held at a local com-
munity center in the hill town.

Prof Mozzaffar Ahmed, chair-
man of Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) was the chief
guest at the roundtable, presided
over by Khagrachhari Sujon presi-
dent Dr. Sudhin Kumar Chakma.

The speakers also suggested
activating the Parbattya Zilla
Parishad Ain1989 and implemen-
tation of the CHT peace accord
signed in 1997 and the Hill Tracts
Manual 1900 for development of
the region and protection of inter-
est of indigenous and Bangla
speaking people in the hills.

They also urged the government to
ensure participation of all in any elec-
tion, including ethniccommunities.

They put forward a 13-point
proposal to the government which
include immediate election of all

local government bodies, prepara-
tion of correct voter lists after resolv-
ing the land disputes, strengthen
coordination between local govern-
ments and government offices,
creating income sources for poor
people in hills and participation of
community leaders in leasing lands
and issuing permits.

Mohammad Shaney Alam,
Khagrachhari district secretary of
Sujon advocate Nasir Uddin
Ahmed, Samo Adhiker Andolon
leaders Nurunnabi Chowdhury,
Rafiqul Islam and Nuruzzaman,
Khagrachhari Awami Leauge sec-
retary Zahedul Alam, chief execu-
tive of Zabarang Kalayan Samity
Mothura Bikash Tripura, former
chairman of Khagrachhari Hill
District Council (KHDC) Zatindra
Lal Tripura and Samiron Dewan
spoke at the roundtable. -

SCHOOLBOY FARID MURDER IN PATUAKHALI

Family threatened as 17
chargesheeted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Police yesterday submitted charge
sheet against 17 people in school-
boy Farid murder case.

Sub-Inspector Adbul Hoque of
Galachipa Police Station, also
investigation officer of the case,
submitted the charge sheet.

The charge-sheeted accused are
Delwar Hossain Kalam, 42, Ishaq
Akon, 45, Joynal Akon, 27, Iyjoddin
Akon, 55, Eusuf Ali Akon, 60, Main
Uddin Akon, 47, Shahin, 18, Hasan,

19, Tahsin, 25, Eajul, 19, Mahmuda,
30, Jasim Akon, 35, Asim Akon, 32,
Hafez, 25, Mizanur Rahman, 30,
Mohsin, 28 and Sarwar, 20, all of
Char Biswas village under
Galachipa upazila.

A student of Patuakhali
Technical School, 14-year old Fand
was killed in a clash with villagers
over a disputed land on December
26 last year.

Farid's father Mannan filed a
case with Galachipa Police Station
the following day against 15 peo-

ple. Police have arrested seven of
the accused and the rest are still at
large.

Victim's farther Mannan at a
press conference at Patuakhali

Press Club on Thursday said they -

are getting death threat from
different quarters thathave sympa-
thy for the accused.

“Ifiled a GD (general Diary) with
Galachipa police station on
January 11 and also submitted
complaint with Patuakhali deputy
commissioner,” headded.

Ashuganj, B. Baria-3402, Bangladesh.

ASHUGANJ POWER STATION COMPANY LIMITED
(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Telephone: 08528-74033, Fax: 08528-74044, E-mail: apsclbd@yahoo.com
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